Dhaka, October 29, 2013

Bapex should have share in deals with foreign companies: PM

Putting emphasis on strengthening Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration and Production Company Ltd (Bapex), Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the state-owned company should have a share in the agreement with foreign companies on exploring oil and gas.

"I would like to tell the authorities concerned to strengthen the Bapex further and train up its manpower so that we could ourselves explore gas and oil," she said.

Besides, she added: "Our manpower including engineers and officers will have to be given scope for work with foreign firms so that they could gather experiences and prepare them through work."

The Prime Minister expressed these views while inaugurating the Bapex Bhaban at Karwan Bazar and laying the foundation stone of the Gas Transmission Company Ltd (GTCL) Bhaban at Sher-e- Bangla Nagar in the capital this morning.

Advisor to the Prime Minister Dr Tawfique-e-Elahi Chowdhury, Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry Subid Ali Bhuiyan and Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, MP, also spoke at the function.

Secretary of the Energy and Mineral Resources Division Mozammel Haque Khan chaired the function, while Petrobangla Chairman Dr Hossain Monsur delivered the welcome address.

Seeking cooperation of the people to build Bangladesh as a prosperous and developed nation, the Prime Minister said her government wants to make the country self-reliant in all sectors by utilizing the sun of the sky and resources of the soil.

Sheikh Hasina also pledged to reach electricity to every house and said the aim of the Awami League is to enlighten the people and the nation.

"If we are given another chance to serve the nation, we would enlighten the country and people by reaching electricity to every house," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has implemented various programmes for optimum use of gas for the country's development. "To achieve the goal, we did not agree of giving 'muchleka' (undertaking) for exporting gas in 2001," she said.

In this connection, she referred to a meeting before the 2001 general election where former caretaker government chief Justice Latifur Rahman, BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia and ex-US president Jimmy Carter were also present.
She said: "Awami League was not allowed to go to power in 2001 as we did not agree to export gas. We told at that meeting that we would export gas after being ensured its reserve for 50 years."
The Prime Minister said the people have the legitimate rights over the natural resources of the country. "The power is not a big thing to me....I could not hand over the resources to others," she said.

The Prime Minister said energy is one of the tools of development. The demand of world energy is almost met from the fossil fuel like oil, gas and coal.

She said she is delighted and proud of making contribution to the infrastructure development of two organizations - Bapex and GTCL - under Bangladesh Oil, Gas and Mineral Resources Corporation meaning Petrobangla.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has strengthened the Bapex from technical and technological aspects. The Bapex has been able to carry out three-dimensional survey and discover new gas fields, she said.

"Bapex has now been established as an international-standard organization as three new rigs and modern machineries have been procured for the organization," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh won the maritime boundary verdict against Myanmar. As a result, she said, Bangladesh's sovereign rights over 1.11 lakh square kilometer area in the North Bay of Bengal have been established.
She mentioned that maritime boundary verdict with India would be announced next year. "I have firm belief that the judgment would also come in favour of us as we have presented necessary data and papers to this end," she said.

She said initiatives have been taken for achieving local capabilities in exploring natural resources in this vast area.

The Prime Minister said from the beginning, the present government had taken initiatives for gas exploration, production, transmission, and distribution at customers' level. "Two new gas wells at Sundalpur and Srikail have been discovered," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said production has been increased through drilling work over well in different gas fields which boosted daily gas production by 600 million cubic feet.

The Prime Minister said electricity and fertilizers are being produced through this gas. "It is also being used as fuel in different industries and commercial organizations," she said
adding gas is also being distributed to CNG stations and houses.

Sheikh Hasina said gas has been supplied in Rajshahi and Bhola towns, while initiatives have been taken to supply gas in Kushtia, Jhenidah, Jessore and Khulna.
She said 393 kilometer gas transmission pipe line has been set up, and 423 kms transmission pipe line would be installed by June next.
The Prime Minister said the government set up the Muchai Gas Compressor Station last year, while construction of two more compressor stations at Ashuganj and Elenga have been completed for further development of gas distribution system across the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has raised power generation capacity to 9,713 megawatts. "We have set up 57 power plants with 4,432 MW capacity, while 32 more power plants with 6,419 MW are under construction," she said.

The Prime Minister said highest 6,675 MW electricity was supplied to the national grid and 62 percent people have been brought under the electricity facilities. "We would celebrate a festival soon for touching the milestone of power generation capacity of 10,000 MW," she hoped.

She said importing electricity from India has begun and initiatives have been taken to import electricity from Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar.

"About 30 lakh solar home systems have been introduced and biogas plants have been set up in rural areas as we are implementing a plan of reaching electricity to every house of the country," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has achieved more than the commitments it made to the people in power and energy sector before the 2008 general elections.

"We have fulfilled basic demands of people by ensuring their all services including power, gas and water," she said.

The construction work of Bapex Bhaban began on March 8 in 2009 and ended on October 29 in 2013. The 15-storey building was constructed from the Bapex's own financing on 18 kathas of land at a cost of Taka 70.80 crore.

The 13-storey GTCL Bhaban is being constructed on two bigha lands at Agargaon in Sher-e-Bangla Nagar at a cost of Taka 108.38 crore. The GTCL is constructing the building from its own financing. The work of the project is scheduled to end on August 31 in 2015.

Dhaka, October 29, 2013

PM discusses on next poll with left parties

DHAKA, Oct 29, 2013 (BSS) - Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today warned that defeat of the pro-liberation force in the next election would be a big blow for the country's democracy as well as development.
Referring to the political changeover in the country after 1975, she said, continuation of the present government is required for the country's development and sustaining hard earned democracy.

The Prime Minister said this in a meeting with the leaders of Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) and Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal (BSD) at her official residence Gonobhaban here this evening. 
Sheikh Hasina said, her party after taking office with a vast majority, is working relentlessly for the country's development and implanting the spirit of the War of Liberation in every national spheres.

"Pro-liberation force should be in the helm of state power for development and maintain Bangladesh's present status as the role model of development in South Asia," she said.

The meeting with the CPB and BSD leaders was held as part of the PM's initiative to discuss with all political parties to thrive a way for smooth holding of the next general election.

Praising the role of the left parties in the country's all democratic movements, the Prime Minister sought their support for holding a free, fair and neutral election to make the democracy 
sustainable.

CPB president Mujahidul Islam Selim, central leaders Monjurul Ahsan Khan, Syed Abu Jafar, Haidar Akbar Khan Rono, general secretary of BSD Khalequzzaman, Bazlur Rashid Firoz, Jahedul Haque Milu, among others, were present. 

Central Awami League leaders Matia Chowdhury, Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta, Mohammad Nasim, Obaidul Qader and General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam were present. 

The Prime Minister said, the present government had faced deep conspiracies since taking office. BDR mutiny was one of those conspiracies against the present government.

She said, the government has completed the trial of the mutineers and the verdict of the case against the killers will be handed down soon. 

The government has also initiated for trail of the war criminals as part of the present government's electoral pledge, she said, adding that the trial of the war criminals must be completed for peace and development.

Expressing her stance against the caretaker system, the Prime Minister said, the last caretaker government never wanted to restore democracy, rather offered us giving various privileges including the status of the Prime Minister for a long time. 

"But, I rejected the offer and pressed for election, as we do politics for the welfare of the people, not to enjoy power and privileges," she said.

In the national and international context, she said there is no alternative for Bangladesh to sustain its democracy to ensure socio-economic development of the people.

Dhaka, October 29, 2013

PM for producing more food from limited lands

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today underscored the need for producing more foodgrains from limited lands to meet their growing demands.
"Agriculture sector is one of the driving forces of economic development of Bangladesh. But the quantity of farm land is declining fast due to booming population, urbanization and setting up of mills and factories," she said.

On the other hand, she said, the demand for agri produces is soaring world-wide. "So we will have to produce more foods from limited lands to counter this two-way challenge," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said this while inaugurating the Krishibid Institution, Bangladesh (KIB) Complex at Farmgate in the capital here this morning.

She also opened the newly constructed Krishak Ratna Sheikh Hasina Hall and Nabab Sirajuddowla Hall of Sher-e-Bangla Agriculture University from the same function.

With KIB President Krishibid AFM Bahauddin Nasim in the chair, the function was also addressed by Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Agriculture Secretary Dr SM Nazrul Islam and KIB Secretary General Mobarak Ali.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also put emphasis on innovation of apposite and time -befitting agro technologies and reaching those to farmers.

"We must ensure so that the farmers can get agri inputs on time and they also get fair prices of their produces," she said.

The Prime Minister said the agriculture scientists of the country have so far innovated over 400 varieties of high yielding, drought, salinity and flood tolerance crops.

"They also innovated suitable technology, agri equipment and method of cultivation," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh could attain self-sufficiency in food production thanks to innovation of the agro scientists, cooperation of the government and hard-labour of the farmers.
"This credit is not of the government alone, it is the credit of yours and farmers," she said.

The Prime Minister said there are examples before us that government patronization could yield good results of your labour.

"The production of foodgrains has been boosted to about 373 lakh MT in 2012-13 fiscal year from 333 lakh MT in 2008-09 fiscal," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the country achieved self-sufficiency in granular foodgrains, potato and vegetables. "A significant progress was also achieved in the production of egg, milk, meat, pulse, oil, spices and fruits," she said.

The Prime Minister said there were 40 lakh metric ton food deficits in the country when the previous Awami League government took office in 1996. "We established Bangladesh as a 26 lakh MT food-surplus country, and for this the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) conferred us on the prestigious "Ceres Medal".
Sheikh Hasina said after coming to power in 2001, the BNP- Jamaat Alliance Government again turned Bangladesh into a food-deficit country.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has also made arrangements of providing financial incentives to agri scientists to encourage them in new innovations through agri research.

She asked the agriculturists to maintain the existing successes in food production by intensifying research on agriculture.

"You will have to extend your hand to the farmers like close friends. Strengthen research, formulate plan and take programmes," she said and assured all out government assistance to this end.

In this regard she mentioned her government cooperation in decoding the genome sequence of jute which has brightened the image of people and the country.

She said the aim of her government is to turn Bangladesh into a hunger and poverty-free middle-income country by 2021, the golden jubilee year of independence.

"That's why, we will have to achieve desired progress in all sectors including education, health, agriculture, industry, trade, science and technology, information communication and women empowerment," she added.

Sheikh Hasina also said her government has been striving hard to make the country self-reliant in all sectors. "We don't want to beg anybody, we want to move ahead keeping our head high," she said.

The Prime Minister highlighted various steps for the welfare of the agri scientists.
The steps include increasing manpower and reform in organogram of all organizations related to agriculture, regular promotion of the agriculturists, providing time scale and selection grade, filling up vacant posts and creating incentive packages for the scientists, she said.

Assuring the agriculturalists of meeting their legitimate demands, Sheikh Hasina said: "The issue of raising retirement age of the agri scientists is in our active consideration."

Dhaka, October 23, 2013

Stop celebrating fake birthday on Aug 15, PM to Khaleda

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today requested opposition leader Begum Khaleda Zia to refrain from celebrating her fake birthday on August 15, the National Mourning Day.

"August 15 is not her (Khaleda Zia) actual birthday. Despite that, she celebrates her fake birthday on that day by cutting cake. When she cuts the cake, it seems to me that she is stabbing in my chest with a knife. And the face of minor Russel appears in my eyes that how she can celebrate her birthday on the day Russel was assassinated," she said.
"So, I would like to request Khaleda Zia please stop celebrating false festival on August 15. Instead, celebrate your real birthday that was mentioned during your school registration," she said.

The Prime Minister made the request while addressing a discussion and cultural function as the chief guest marking the 49th birthday of Shaheed Sheikh Russel, the youngest son of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Russel Jatiya Shishu Kishore Parishad arranged the discussion and cultural function at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this morning.

With Secretary General of the organization Mahmud-Us-Samad Chowdhury, MP, in the chair, the function was addressed among others by Chairman of Janata Bank Dr Abul Barakat, Advisor of Sheikh Russel Jatiya Shishu Kishore Parishad Sirajul Islam Mollah, Organizing Secretary Mujahidur Rahman and Dhaka city chapter President KM Shahidullah.

Terming today's children as the future of nation, the Prime Minister urged them to groom themselves as worthy citizens for taking the future leadership of the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the aim of her government is to ensure a secure, modern and prosperous life of the children. "To achieve the goal, we have taken various steps for their welfare," she said.
Putting highest emphasis on education for the purpose, she said, the government is distributing free textbooks, providing stipends and creating opportunities for them to build an educated nation.

The Prime Minister also mentioned that her government has ensured various facilities for the children so that they can participate in creative and extracurricular activities like sports and cultural competition.

Referring to the issues of disabled and autistic children,Sheikh Hasina advised the children to consider them as dear ones and extend helping hands for them.

About the brutal assassination of the Father of the Nation and most of his family members including 10-year-old Sheikh Russel, the Prime Minister said the defeated forces of '71 and their collaborators carried out the massacre in 1975.

Sheikh Hasina, elder sister of Russel, recalled that when the moment Russel was born on October 18 in 1964, she picked little Russel to her lap.

"I feel pain when I remember him. I groomed Russel with affection and love. He had a dream of becoming an army officer," she said in her emotion-charged voice.

The Prime Minister said the killers brutally killed little Russel on the fateful night of August 15 in 1975 along with Bangabandhu.
"I don't want any child to sacrifice his or her life in such way... I don't want recurrence of such terrorist attack and the people observe such heinous and barbaric incident in the country anymore," she said.

Later, Sheikh Hasina distributed prizes among the winners of chess, painting and cultural competition arranged by Sheikh Russel Jatiya Shishu Kishore Parishad and meritorious students who passed SSC and HSC examinations with outstanding results.

Dhaka, October 22, 2013

Women's role crucial for next election: PM
Terming the role of women very crucial in the next general election Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said, womenfolk must be careful in future about their own progress as well as country's development. 

Poverty is declining in the country owing to development of the women and the condition of the women is improving in the country as Awami League is in power, she said. 

She said this in a views-exchange meeting with the managing committee and executive committee of Jatiya Mohila Sangstha and chairmen of its different district and sub-district units at her Gonobhaban residence here today.
Sheikh Hasina said, a section of people in the name of religion is out to stop the advancement of womenfolk. The most regretful matter is that they are giving misinterpretation of Islam to implement their heinous mentality and political motive.

Urging the women to vote for Awami League in the next general election, the Prime Minister said, otherwise their progress may face a complete debacle.

State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Meher Afroz Chumki, chairman of the parliamentary standing committee on ministry of women and children affairs Fazilatunnesa Indira and chairman of Jatiya Mohila Sangstha Momtaz Begum, spoke, among others, on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said, a section of clerics being deviated from the true spirit of Islam, is giving statements against the emancipation of womenfolk. "But, Islam is the only religion which has guaranteed the rights of women in the society and family," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said nation's development will be a sheer cry without improving the condition of women as they consist half of the country's total population. 

"Those people who say against the women rights, actually are unable to understand the spirit of Islam," she said adding "Prophet (SM) has given sermon for education of all, there was no difference between male and female."

Recalling the sacrifices of women in the war of liberation, she said, after independence, Bangabandhu made free the female education despite country's resource constraints considering their role in society.
Bangabandhu introduced the provision of reserved seats for females in the parliament apart from taking many special programmes for social and political advancement of the women.

"Our government is also following the footprint of Bangabandhu," Sheikh Hasina said adding her government's decision to introduce reserve seats for women in the local bodies was an epoch making steps on way to political empowerment of women in the country. 

"Without that decision, women at grassroots would not have the opportunity to build up their leadership," she said.

Women are now giving lead in different stages in the civil administration, judiciary, law enforcing agencies and other national spheres, she said.

Highlighting the steps taken by her government for welfare of women, the Prime Minister said, apart from delivering healthcare service from doorstep, the women are being provided financial support in different forms to improve their financial condition.

She said, everybody knows how the women had to pay price during BNP-Jamaat's last regime. Awami League has pulled out the country from that grievous situation making it into a role model of development. 

"A country can never prosper under any anti-liberation force," she said adding actual development of Bangladesh took place when Awami League and pro-liberation forces were in power.

She said, anti-liberation force ruled the country for most of the time after liberation. They always tried to create a vested group depriving majority people to protect their interests.

The Prime Minister urged the leaders of the Jatiya Mohila Sangstha to make common women aware by focusing on government's development programmes and success stories.

"Women should be motivated to cast their votes for Awami League in their own interests and for the sake of continued peace and progress of the country," she said.

Dhaka, October 22, 2013

Country will run as per constitution: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the country will run according to the constitution which was earned through the supreme sacrifice of millions.

Urging the people to cast vote for Awami League like 2008 to complete the unfinished works of the present government, she said "We want to move the country forward while BNP is out to push the country back.

"People of the country gave us vote to go ahead. Bangladesh as a democratic country will march forward. None will be able to impede the progress," she said. 
The Prime Minister said this while addressing a huge public meeting organized by Dinajpur district unit of Awami League at Gore A Shahid Boro Maidan here this afternoon. 

She said, "We have to go a long way for development. No people in Bangladesh will suffer from hunger or live without shelter. We will fulfill demands of every people to build a developed and prosperous country by 2021."

Criticizing Begum Zia for rejecting her proposal for an all- party poll-time government, the Prime Minister said, "Begum Zia proposed picking names from previous caretakers. 

"If she is so respectful to the advisers of the past caretaker governments why had she sent hooligans of Chhatra dal to frighten Justice Habibur Rahman, chief of former caretaker government," she asked?
"In last May, Begum Zia also rejected my proposal for a dialogue on political situation by giving me ultimatum to quit power and leave the country within 48 hours," she added. 

State minister for land and president of Awami League Dinajpur district unit Advocate Mostafizur Rahman Fizar presided over the meeting while central leaders of the party Tofail Ahmed, Amir Hossain Amu, Syed Ashraful Islam, Jahangir Kabir Nanak, local MP Iqbalur Rahim, spoke among others. 

The Prime Minister said, BNP comes to power to destroy our achievements and snatch away wealth, dignity, peace, prosperity and comfort from the life of the people.

Awami League has given people happiness, peace, opportunities to groom up their children while BNP gave them terrorism, militancy and corruption, she said.

Earlier from the meeting venue, the Prime Minister inaugurated dozens of development projects completed during the tenure of the present government and laid foundation stone of a number of projects.

Expressing her firm determination to reach the benefits of independence to every people, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League, whenever came to power, has initiated massive development programmes to materialize the dream of independence. 

Recalling the fateful incident of rape and murder of 14-year Yasmin in Dinajpur during the BNP regime in August, 1995, the Prime Minister said, BNP has no sympathy for the common people.

"The whole country was in a boiling situation after the incident. But, leaving behind everything, Begum Zia left for Beijing. But, I had came here to pacify the people and console them assuring them of taking action against the culprits," she said.

She added: "At that time we didn't hatch any conspiracy to unseat the BNP government. If we would have done so, BNP leader would have to stay in Beijing."

"But taking office in 2001, BNP launched a complete retaliation on us. None could escape their torture. People of all religions suffered from their political vengeance", she said.
Sheikh Hasina said, farmers and common people suffered most at the hand of BNP when it took power in 2001. A kilogram of rice was sold at Taka 40 to 45 which was only Taka 10 only five years back during the AL rule. They stopped the credit facilities from bank that the AL government had introduced for crop-sharing farmers.

In the current tenure, she said, the government has been providing subsidies to the farmers through banking channel allowing them to open bank account at Taka 10 only, she said.
The Prime Minister said, BNP leaders always think of making them effluent by looting the public money and even have eaten up fund of the orphans for which she is afraid of appearing in the court.

Pointing out the present economic condition of the people, Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League always work for enhancing the purchasing capacity of the people. Around five crore poor people elevated their position to middle income group, she said.

Now-a-days a labour can buy more than eight kilograms of rice with his daily earning while during the BNP regime they could not buy more than three kgs of rice, she added. 

Highlighting the programmes taken by her government for expanding social safety net(SSN), education, health, food production and arrange shelter for poor, the Prime Minister said, the prime and foremost objective of her party is to free the country from poverty and hunger. 

She said, Hajee Danesh Science and Technology University in Dinajpur was founded by Awami League government. Every district of the country will have a university so that local student can pursue their higher studies.

"Our aspiration is that our children will be able to acquire knowledge on the latest science and technology and get a prosperous life to live with dignity amongst the world community, she said. 

The Prime Minister also announced that another unit of coal- based power plant will be constructed at Boropukuria. They government has already given its approval to the project, she said. 

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated a 500-bed Dinajpur Medical College Hospital, Dr MA Wazed multistoried building of Hazi Danesh Science and Technology University, 135-meter Rubber Dam near Mohanpur Bridge on the Atrai River, 100-meter Rubber Dama at Ranirghat on the Tangon River in Bochaganj upazila, upgradation of Birampur Upazila Health Complex, Biral Upazila Health Complex, Hakimpur Upazila Health Complex and Beerganj Upazila Health Complex to 50-bed from 31 bed, the 100-meter RCC Bridge at Pachbari Hat on the Atrai river, the four-storey academic-cum examination hall of Dinajpur Government College, Abdur Rouf Chowdhury Auditorium in Bochaganj, Dinajpur District Muktijoddha Complex Building, three-storey academic building of Setabganj Model Pilot High School, Independence Monument and Shaheed Asadullah Square at Birganj Pourasabha, Academic Building of Atgaon Dakhil Madrasa and Rajuria High School, police investigation centre at Mangalpur, Fire Service Station at Hakimpur, conversion of six kilometer metergauge rail line from Kanchan to Biral to dual gauge and conversion of nine-km meter gauge rail line from Biral to Biral Border to broad gauge, independence monument at Hakimpur, Dinajpur Press Club Complex, Gangor Bridge in Sator union of Birganj upazila, Kaharole Upazila Matsya Bhaban, academic buildings of Haljai High School and Okra Dakhil Madrasa in Biral upazila, upgradation of Setabganj Poursabha to class-I from class-II and Bochaganj Duckbanglow Building. 
She also laid the foundation stones of the administrative building of Dinajpur Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Board, Dinajpur Chief Judicial Magistrate Court Building, housing project for rehabilitation of the landless families living in the Boropukuria Coal Mining area, Dianjpur Regional passport Office, extension building of Dianjpur Stadium, Biral Fire Service Station, three-storey Muktijodhha Complex at Hakimpur and Garirghat Bridge over the Patharghata river in Mohanpur union.

Dhaka, October 21, 2013

PM for constant research on agriculture

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid importance on constant and intense research on agriculture to meet the food demand of growing population and achieve the cherished goal of making the country hunger and poverty free.

"Without new innovation in the agriculture sector to produce more food and its diversification, it's not possible to maintain the present pace of food production," she said.

Due to pragmatic steps of her government for agricultural research, she said Bangladesh could overcome the situation of food crisis and soaring food price across the world over the last few years. 

"We have to maintain the growth in the agriculture sector to protect our agri-based economy, ensure food security of the people, improve their living standards and rural employment," she said while distributing Bangabandhu Jatiya Krishi Puraskar-1418 at a function at Osmani Memorial Hall here.

The Prime Minister said, "It's the responsibility of the government to make the agricultural components available for farmers. "Why they have to go for agitation or lay down their lives for those items," she asked. 

As an agro-based country, we have to give more attention to agricultural production to strengthen our economy to live as a dignified nation amongst the world community, she said seeking support of the agricultural scientists in this regard. 

The Prime Minister announced that the government would further consider increasing the retirement age of the agricultural scientists so that they can contribute more in this sector. 

This year a total of 28 persons and organizations were given the award including four gold, seven silver and 17 bronze medals for their outstanding contribution to the field of agriculture. 

Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhdury presided over the function while Minister for Fisheries and Animal Resources Abdul Latif Biswas and Minister for Environment and Forests Dr Hasan Mahmud, spoke, among others. Agriculture secretary Dr SM Nazmul Islam gave the welcome address.
The Prime Minister said her government had assumed office in 1996 with 40 lakh metric tons of food deficit. In that tenure, she said the Awami League government made Bangladesh as food surplus country by producing 26 lakh MT additional food.

But, after coming to power in 2001, the BNP-Jamaat Alliance government again turned Bangladesh into a food-deficit country. Now Bangladesh produces 30 lakh metric ton surplus food than its annual requirement, she said.
This year's gold medal recipients are: East Beercote IPM women club of Senbag, Noakhali, Gadkhali Nurturer and Flower Traders Welfare Association of Jhikargachha, Jessore, M Lutfor Rahman of Sadullahpur of Gaibandha, Mamun ur Rashid, deputy director of Agriculture Extension Department (AED). 

The silver medal receivers are- Biotechnology Division of Bangladesh Atomic Agri Research Institute, Mymensingh, Asaduzzaman Chowdhury of South Bishnupur of Badarganj upazila, Rangpur, Soil Resources Development Institute, Kumardugi Vegetable CIG Cooperatives Ltd of Krishnapur of Chandpur district, Mritunjoy Roy, AED, Bagerhat, Amzad Khan of Madabpur of Habiganj and Sanjib Sutradhar, upazila animal resources officer of Brahamanbaria.

Seventeen persons who received the bronze medals are- Parimal Sarkar, sub-assistant agriculture officer of Mithapukur, Rangpur, Moksudur Rahman Lebu of Nalitabari of Sherpur, Syed Nurul Awal Taramia, store keeper of AED, Khamarbari, Kishoreganj, Salma Akhter, sub-assistant agriculture officer of Brahmanbari Sadar, Selim Reza, sub- assistant agriculture officer of Muktagachha, Mymensingh, Logy Begum of Rajbari Sadar of Rajbari, M/S Fatema Enterprise of Syedpur of Nilphamari, M Ansar Ali of Shibganj of Bogra, Selina Zaman of Shibpur of Narsindi, Adarsha Krishi Khamar of Ishwardi, Pabna, Mati Ma Monindra-Sabitree Afforestration Project of Dumuria of Khulna, Syed Abdul Matin of D J Agro Ltd. of Rampal, Bagerhat, Masum Sikder of Kalagacha of Patuakhali, Altab Ali of Biswanath of Sylhet, M Jaherul Islam of Ranishangkoil of Thakurgaon, Amirul Islam of Lakshmikunda of Ishwardi, Pabna and Mayeen Uddin of Omarpur of Daganbhuiyan of Feni.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the production of food grains has been raised to about 373 lakh MT in 2012-13 fiscal year from 333 lakh MT in 2008-09 fiscal. 

She said the living standards of the people of the country have been increased over the last few years. Side by side, the level of their intake of protein has also been increased. 

"We have to take proper steps for fulfilling the protein demand of the people," she said. 

Saying that the government has finalized the National Agriculture Policy, the Prime Minister said her government would continue giving all support to the farmers including agriculture loan, fertilizer at fair price and subsidy on irrigation as well as making the agricultural component available.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that the Bangabandhu Jatiya Krishi Purashkar will inspire the people working in the agricultural field to work with more devotion and sincerity.
She said immediately after independence Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called for a "Green Revolution" in the country to build Sonar Bangla. In 1973, he also established the Bangabandhu Krishi Award Fund. 
But after his assassination in 1975, military ruler Ziaur Rahman deleted Bangabandhu's name from the fund, and the activities of giving Krishi awards had also become irregular, she said.

In 1996, the Awami League government reorganized the Bangabandhu Krishi Award Fund and resumed its activities for giving awards to individuals and organizations in recognition to the special contribution to agriculture.

The Prime Minister said, after coming to power in 2001, the BNP-Jamaat alliance government again excluded the name of Bangabandhu from the award. But, the present government after taking office in 2009, introduced the "Bangabandhu Jatiya Krishi Purashkar, she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said this award is given for encouraging in development of agriculture. "We hope that more people would come forward following the examples of the award-recipients," she said.

The Prime Minister said after taking office this time, the present government took massive programmes for the development of agriculture. At the very first meeting of the present government, it has taken decision to bring the prices of non-urea fertilizers within the purchasing capacity of the farmers by cutting their prices drastically. Later, the prices of agri inputs were reduced twice, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has been providing a huge amount of subsidy to farmers. Around Taka 24,000 crore was given as agricultural subsidy in the last four and a half years, she said. 

The Prime Minister said agriculture loan of about Taka 46,000 crore has been disbursed and agri credit is being distributed among the sharecroppers at a very nominal interest. Farmers are enjoying the facilities by opening bank account at only Taka 10.

She said 15 wholesale markets and 60 growers' markets were set up in 16 northern districts, while a central market has been established at Gabtoli. The government is working with a goal to reestablish the glory of the country's southern region as "food store".
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