Dhaka, July 10, 2013

PM returns home after two nation visit

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina returned home this afternoon concluding her weeklong official visit to the United Kingdom (UK) and east European Republic of Belarus.


A Biman Bangladesh Airlines flight carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage landed at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) at 2.10 pm.


Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, agriculture minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister and General Secretary of Bangladesh Awami League Syed Ashraful Islam, minister for textiles and jute Abdul Latif Siddiqui, civil aviation and tourism minister Faruk Khan, railway minister Mujibul Haq, Home Minister Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, PM's advisor HT Iman, Chief Whip Abdus Shahid and state minister for liberation war affairs AB Tajul Islam, were present at the airport to receive the Prime Minister.


Cabinet Secretary, chiefs of three services, PMO Secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman, dean of the diplomatic corps and senior government officials were also present.


Sheikh Hasina left the country on July 4 last on a weeklong visit to the UK and Belarus. On the first leg, she visited the United Kingdom from July 4 to 8.


From there, she went to Belarus for a three-day visit. But, making her visit short for one-day the Prime Minister came back home today.

 
During her stay in London, the Prime Minister held meeting with British Foreign Minister William Hague. She also attended a post-marriage reception to her niece Rezwana Siddiqui Tulip.


She attended a breakfast meeting with the peers and parliament members of the UK apart from addressing the Bangladesh community in Europe.


During her two-day visit to Belarus, Sheikh Hasina held a bilateral official talks with her Belarusian counterpart Mikhail Myasinkovich. After the talks, Bangladesh and Belarus inked two agreements, four memorandums of understanding (MoU) for enhancing cooperation in different sectors.


Later, the two premiers signed a joint statement and attended a joint press briefing.
Sheikh Hasina joined the state banquet hosted in her honour by the Belarusian Prime Minister and addressed a joint business council meeting organized by trade apex bodies of the both countries.

Sheikh Hasina visited historic Victory Square, a key landmark of Minsk in memory of the World War II heroes and placed floral wreath there. She also visited the Minsk Automobile Plant and National Library in Minsk.


The Prime Minister left Minsk last night and returned home via Istanbul of Turkey.
Minsk (Belarus), July 9, 2013

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Tuesday emphasised enhancing economic cooperation and developing people-to-people contact between Bangladesh and Belarus through cultural, educational and sports exchanges, and tourism for mutual benefits. 

“Such interactions will bring the two nations closer and lay the two countries’ friendship on a firm footing,” she said, addressing an official banquet hosted in her honour by Belarus Prime Minster Mikhail Myasnikovich at ‘Frunze 15’ residence here.
Hasina said economic cooperation is a prominent feature to Bangladesh in foreign relation perspectives, and hoped that both Bangladesh and Belarus will soon forge a fruitful, complementary relationship. 

The Prime Minister hoped that Bangladesh and Belarus will soon be working together on critical issues like climate change, migration, population dynamics and sustainable development. 

“Our two visits have indeed generated an overwhelming enthusiasm between our two countries. We need to sustain it through a meaningful cooperation covering all the sections of society,” she added. 

Hasina also hoped that her visit, first by a Prime Minister of Bangladesh to Belarus, would remain as a landmark in bilateral relations of the two countries. 

Highlighting her government’s goal to make the country a middle-income one by fulfilling the ‘Vision 2021’, she said Bangladesh is one of the fastest growing economies in South Asia, and is considered as one of the next eleven growth stories in the world. 

The Prime Minister said despite the recent worldwide economic recession, Bangladesh’s GDP growth rate remained steady at an annual average of around 6.5 percent in the last four years. 

She said Bangladesh is a natural economic hub of the region with its own market of 160 million people and their growing income. Besides, 60 percent of its population is below the age of 40, providing young and competitive labour force. 

Terming her government as a pro-investment one, Hasina said investors now consider Bangladesh as a facilitator for profitable engagement in the region. 

She mentioned that straddling South and South East Asia and close to China, Bangladesh also offers a foothold for investors eying a regional market of 3 billion people. 

Besides, she said Bangladesh enjoys duty- and quota-free access to the European Union under EBA (Everything but Arms); expanding the manufacturing and knowledge-based services. 

“Our pro-investment regime is also attractive and luring investors to consider Bangladesh as a springboard for profitable engagement in the region,” Hasina added. 
The Prime Minister expressed with satisfaction that while her government is drawing the framework of cooperation, the businessmen are exploring ways to harvest the benefits. 

Referring to Bangladesh’s role in the global arena, she said the country as a major contributor has been supportive of the UN efforts in maintaining international peace and security. 

In this regard, she also appreciated the pivotal role of Belarus against women trafficking and its proactive role and initiatives in the ‘Group of Friends against Human Trafficking’ at the UN. 

Remembering with gratitude the relationship with Belarus, Hasina the foundation of the relations was laid at the time of Bangladesh’s Liberation War in 1971 when Belarus ‘supported our cause and our struggles’ in various global forums. 

“Special relationship, shared feelings and common values motivate both the countries to stand by the humanity in peril, ensure peace and security, and lift the human potential.” 

In recent times, she said, the relationship is being translated into a meaningful stage through a flurry of activities and has given a momentum for closer relations between the two countries.
Minsk (Belarus), July 9, 2013

Dhaka, Minsk agree to deepen cooperation on various sectors

Two sides also agree to form 3 inter-governmental commissions 


Bangladesh and Belarus on Tuesday agreed to boost bilateral cooperation on agriculture, trade and commerce as well as deepen economic relations.
 

The agreement came at bilateral official talks between the prime ministers of the two countries at the Belarusian capital of Minsk. 

After the talks, both the premiers spoke at a joint press briefing. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the landmark visit of Prime Minister Myasnikovich to Bangladesh in November last was highlighted by signing of 12 agreements and MoUs followed by interaction of officials, businessmen and the people of two countries. 

“Today, our bilateral meeting took stock of the progress we made since then and discussed the areas of future collaboration,” she said. 

She also said the two high-level visits, within such a short period of time, have produced a positive atmosphere in both the countries, opening up the scope for trade, investment and cooperation in various fields. 

“I’ve also requested Prime Minister Myasnikovich for technology transfer and massive investment in Bangladesh taking into consideration our strategic location between South and Southeast Asia,” she added. 

Hasina said the two countries have agreed on deepening economic relations and the importance of the private sector to explore and exploit all the avenues of economic cooperation. 

She said the businessmen accompanying her are forging a close relationship with their counterparts in Belarus for future business collaboration.

“I’m happy to note that already private sector groups have signed an instrument for establishing a dairy plant in Bangladesh with Belarus’ assistance. This should inspire others to make similar beneficial arrangements.” 

Hasina mentioned that both Dhaka and Minsk also agreed on the necessity of people-to-people contact to bring two nations close and thus strengthen the relationship of our two societies and economies. “The signing of the two MoUs on cultural cooperation and on education cooperation between universities will prove to be very beneficial in this regard.” 

The Prime Minister said they discussed cooperation in sports as well. 

“We also signed a MoU on peaceful cooperation on nuclear energy to advance relations in this area between our two countries. We’ve agreed to establish a committee on joint military cooperation,” Hasina said. 

Hasina went on: “I’ve requested Prime Minister Myasnikovich to support Bangladesh in getting privileges in the customs union of Belarus, Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation.” 

She welcomed Belarus’s intention to join the WTO. 

“We also agreed to work together in the UN and in all international fora top promote our common values and principles,” the Bangladesh premier said. 

She also invited Prime Minister Myasnikovich to visit Bangladesh again to give a further momentum to the relations between the two countries. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Belarusian prime minister said Bangladesh and Belarus are true friends and there is a good prospect of boosting the cooperation between the two countries. 

He said the two sides agreed to set up three inter-governmental commissions, which include trade and economic commission and military and technical commissions. “We’ve agreed to set up commissions to transfer technology, and Belarus will act as co-investor of the projects.” 

Myasnikovich said Belarus has decided to craft a roadmap for the next two or three years for the development of cooperation between the two countries. “We’ve agreed to provide preferences of experts to raise sale of products and laid importance on financing of experts on nuclear cooperation.” 

The Belarusian prime minister said Bangladesh has taken a decision in principle during Sheikh Hasina’s visit that Dhaka will establish agriculture and automobile industries in cooperation with Belarus.
Minsk (Belarus), July 9, 2013

Bangladesh, Belarus sign 7 instruments

Bangladesh and Belarus on Tuesday signed seven instruments, including two agreements and four MoUs, aiming to enhancing cooperation in different sectors. 

Ministers and officials concerned inked the instruments on behalf of their respective sides after the official talks between the two countries. 

Prime Minster Sheikh Hasina and her Belarusian counterpart Dr Mikhail V Myasnikovich witnessed the signing ceremony held at the House of Government. 

An agreement on avoidance of double taxation was signed by Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and Minister of Taxes and Duties Dladimir Poluyan while Framework agreement on commodity export credit was penned by Bangladesh Ambassador to Belarus Dr SM Saiful Huq and chairman of the board (deputy Prime Minister) Sergei Roumas. 

An MoU on cooperation in peaceful use of nuclear energy was signed by Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and Minister of Energy Vladimir Potupchik. Another MoU on cultural cooperation was signed by Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and Belarus Minister of Culture Boris Svetlov. 

An MoU between diplomatic training academy was signed by Foreign Secretary Shahidul Huq and rector Prof Dr Anatol Marazevich while another MoU between two universities was signed by Shahjalal University of Science and Technology (SUST) VC Dr Md Elias Uddin Biswas and Vice Rector Dr Andrei Goronovsky. 

A joint declaration of intent on preferential export loan was signed by ambassador to Belarus Dr SM Saiful Huq and First deputy minister of Finance Vladimir Amarin.

Minsk (Belarus), July 9, 2013
PM pays tributes to Belarusian WWII heroes

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina this morning paid rich tributes to the Belarusian soldiers died during the World War II by placing wreaths at the altar of the Victory Square here.

After placing the wreaths at the Victory Square, Sheikh Hasina stood in solemn silence for some time as a mark of respect to the memories of the WWII heroes. 
The national anthems of the two countries were played while bugle played the last post at that time. 
Earlier, the Prime Minister was given a guard of honour by a smartly turned out contingent of the Belarusian armed forces.
On her arrival at the Victory Square, Sheikh Hasina was received by Minsk Mayor Mikolai Ladutsko who later briefed her about the background of the Victory Monument. 
Minsk, (Belarus), July 9, 2013

PM seeks large-scale investment from Belarus

She urges Belarusian entrepreneurs to be business partners 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Tuesday invited Belarusian entrepreneurs to massively invest in Bangladesh availing themselves of attractive incentives, cheap labour and a huge domestic market of around 160 million people. 

“We welcome you as our partners in business and development, sharing benefits, profits and gains. I also wish to emphasise that your presence is valuable to us in our journey to progress and prosperity in the future,” she said. 

The Prime Minister was addressing a business council meeting jointly organised by FBCCI of Bangladesh and Federation of Business, Commerce and Industry of Belarus at Minsk National Library. 

Belarus Prime Minister Mikhail V Myasnikovich also addressed the meeting. FBCCI President Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed and President of Belarus Chambers of Commerce and Industry (BelCCI) Mikhail Mialikov also spoke on the occasion. 

The Belarus Prime Minister also urged the Bangladeshi entrepreneurs to invest in his country and underscored the need for setting up leather and footwear industries in joint ventures. 

He also requested his Bangladesh counterpart to reduce customs duty alongside taking holistic approach for business development, transfer of technology and training for professional. 

Mikhail V Myasnikovich also offered their assistance for construction of nuclear power plant in Bangladesh. 

In response, Sheikh Hasina said her government would give on-arrival visa facility to Belarus businessmen and offered that Bangladesh could import capital machinery like tractors from Belarus. 

Hasina in her speech also mentioned that the country’s business sector with its innovative entrepreneurs, efficient managers, workforce at affordable wages form a population where 60 percent is below the age of 40 and offers tremendous scope for lucrative business. 

Hasina said, “Development of connectivity with neighbours is now an ongoing process and when completed would make Bangladesh the economic hub of the region, bustling with business activities.” 

She further said despite global economic recession, Bangladesh maintained its 6.5 percent GDP growth during the last couple of years and the target is to take it to double digits by 2017 and sustain it till 2021 to become a middle-income country. 
“Bangladesh is going to be the economic hub of the region, as it’s strategically located as a bridge between South and South East Asia and is also close to China,” she added. 

Besides, Hasina said, Bangladesh enjoys an open market economy and the private sector is the main stimulus for the growth. 

Noting that Bangladesh now a lucrative destination for foreign investment, she said that the present industrial policy offers special fiscal incentives in agriculture, food processing, shipbuilding, renewable energy, tourism, ICT goods and services, high-end garments, pharmaceuticals and ceramics sectors, which are also encouraging investment in the country and exports in many countries. 

“Our Public Private Partnership Policy invites investments in building infrastructures, power stations, a deep seaport and an international airport. Seven special economic zones in seven different areas are being established with all facilities for FDI,” Hasina told the meeting. 

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh’s FDI policies amongst others offer corporate tax holidays for 5 to 7 years, legal protection in the case of nationalisation, full repatriation of capital and dividends, concessionary duty on the import of machinery, export incentives, allowing 100 percent foreign equity and unrestricted exit policy. 

“To facilitate investment, our Board of Investment, a modern and friendly institution, offers “One Stop Shop Service” to foreign investors. Our apex trade body FBCCI is a member of the International Chamber of Commerce which has a chapter in Dhaka that has gained reputation for settling trade related disputes,” she added. 

Hasina noted that Bangladesh has been maintaining Ba3 in Moody’s credit rating and BB- in Standard & Poor’s credit rating for the 4th year. FDI in Bangladesh rose to 1.3 billion US dollars in 2012, the highest-ever in the country, which is 14 percent more than 1.136 billion US dollars in 2011. 

Citing that Bangladesh is strategically located as a bridge between South and South East Asia and is also close to China, she said that the country’s local market of 160 million and the region of 3 billion people are also increasing in purchasing power and consumption. 

Besides, Sheikh Hasina mentioned the country’s duty- and quota-free access of products to the EU, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, India and other countries, providing a competitive edge to investors in Bangladesh. 

She said that the Public Private Partnership Policy of Bangladesh invites investments in building infrastructures, power stations, a deep seaport and an international airport. 

The government has also taken steps to establish seven special economic zones in seven different areas of the country with all facilities for FDI, she said. 
The Prime Minister also referred to the presence of free press, vibrant civil society, independent judiciary and statutory bodies like the Commissions on Election, Human Rights, Information and Anti-corruption, and ensures good governance, maintenance of human rights and the rule of law in Bangladesh. 

She also elaborated her government’s achievements on power and energy, education, reaching of health care and ICT services to the rural people. 

About the expansion of ICT facilities allover Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina said some 4,582 Union Information and Service Centers are now connected by internet based network system to provide instant services in health, agriculture, banking, education and other areas. 

Later, the Prime Minister went round different sections of the National Library. 

After attending the business council meeting, the Prime Minister visited the state-run Minsk Automobile Plant. Belarus Prime Minister accompanied Sheikh Hasina there and briefed her about the plant activities.

London, July 8, 2013

Next polls in B’desh to follow other parliamentary democracies: Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Monday reiterated that the next general elections in Bangladesh would follow the other parliamentary democracies across the world. 

“The next general elections in Bangladesh will be held the way elections are being held in other parliamentary system of democracies,” she said during a meeting with peers and British MPs at her hotel on the last day of her UK visit. 

Hasina claimed that all the elections in different tiers held during the tenure of the present government were free, fair and credible. 

In this regard, she referred to the recently held four city corporation elections in Rahshahi, Khulna, Sylhet and Barisal, and freshly in Gazipur City Corporation where the Awami League-backed candidates lost the polls. 

“Of the five city corporations, some were the strongholds of Awami League, but its candidates had to concede defeats. This means the elections could be held in free, fair and neutral manner under this government,” she said. 

The Prime Minister mentioned the holding of about 6,000 elections in different tiers in a free, fair and peaceful manner where no allegation was raised against the results. 

Turning to the ‘Rana Plaza’ building collapse on April 24 this year where more than 1,100 RMG workers lost their lives, she said such incidents could take place anywhere in the world. 
But, soon after the incident, the government took prompt steps to rescue the injured workers alive, give them proper treatment alongside providing financial assistance to the family members of the victims and the injured, she added. 

Hasina also mentioned that after assuming office this time, her government increased the minimum wages of the garment workers to Tk 3,000 from Tk 1,600 and side by side gave attention for ensuring their other facilities. 

She, however, noted that despite the rapid flourishing of the RMG industries in Bangladesh, the wage structure of the RMG workers as well as the infrastructures are yet get full shape. 

The Prime Minister underscored maintaining good relations among the owners and worker, saying that the workers should cooperate with and assist the owners. “Otherwise, the (RMG) sector will incur losses and the workers will lose their jobs.” 

The British MPs lauded the able leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and noted various achievements of Bangladesh in different fields. 

Lord Tarek Ahmed, Dr Charles Tanok MP, Jim Fitzpatrick, Jim Fishpetric, MP, Baroness Polauddin and Richard Fuller MP were, among others, present on the occasion.
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