September 28, 2012

Reform UN, IFIs to serve majority states: PM

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina again called for reform of the UN and International Financial Institutions (IFIs) so they can serve the interests of majority countries instead of few powerful ones.


"I join the vast majority of the UN members in reemphasising the urgent need to reform the United Nations, the Bretton Woods Institution, and other IFIs, as their structure and decision- making process reflect the 60-year-old power equations," she said addressing the 67th UN General Assembly (UNGA) session at UN Headquarters here on Thursday.


Pointing finger to the UN and International Financial Institutions (IFIs) for what she said serving the interests of a privileged few and ignoring the large majority, the Prime Minister said the new millennium has ushered in a changed world order based on justice, mutual respect and sovereign equality. 

The Prime Minister said, "Today, we talk boldly about justice, equality, democracy, freedom, human rights, environment, and adverse impacts of climate change. These are the priorities of our time which we must acknowledge in place of the hangovers of the past."

Eleven other heads of state and government addressed the session with Bangladesh Permanent Representative to the UN Dr. Abdul Momen in the chair.


Pointing out people's uprising, intra-state conflicts, climate change disasters, global financial crises, food and energy insecurity, human rights violations and terrorism, she said, "We have to take collective efforts for peaceful resolution of the conflicts and crises in the UN floor." 

The 67th UNGA, in this context, has rightly ascertained its theme "Settlement of International Disputes or Situations by Peaceful Means" this year, she observed. "From this podium 38 years ago," Sheikh Hasina said, "my father, architect of independent Bangladesh Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, declared the guiding principle of his new born country- 'Friendship towards all, Malice to None'."

"This policy guides us for peaceful settlement of all disputes and situations at home and abroad," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh's commitment to global peace has been demonstrated through her contribution to UN peacekeeping and as a founder member of UN Peace Building Commission.

As member of Human Rights Council and the ECOSOC, Bangladesh is an ardent promoter of justice, peace, democracy, gender equality, secularism, rule of law, rights of minorities and of vulnerable groups, she said, adding as the executive member of UNDP, UNFPA, UNOPS, UNESCO, FAO, IMO and the UPU, Bangladesh advocates setting of the global norms and standards. 

She said, "Peace prevails when justice prevails. . . Justice ensures peace, and is vital for development. Justice is possible only through democracy, which empowers people." 

"We are, therefore, strengthening democracy and justice by empowering people through eradicating poverty, hunger, inequality, and deprivation with social safety nets, job creation, inclusiveness, sustained growth, human development and encountering terrorism." 

Appreciating the international community for lending support to her peace model titled "People's Empowerment and Development" presented in the 66th UNGA, she sought their support for propagation of this model.

Highlighting Bangladesh's overall social and economic progress since 2009, the Prime Minister said, "Our efforts helped reduce poverty by 10%; attain GDP at the rate of 6.5%, enhance per capita income by 34.6%, reduce overall inflation from double digits to 4.97% with food inflation from 13% in 2008 to presently 2.25%."

Around 7.5 million people were employed in the private sector and 5 lakh in the public sector over the last three and a half years, she said, adding annual export has grown up annually by 19% while 1.87 million people went abroad with overseas jobs.
 
About the macroeconomic stability of Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said the successes in various sectors helped achieve MDG-3, MDG-4 and MDG-5 on gender parity, infant and maternal mortality ahead of 2015.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh's achievements were recognized by the UN. Importantly, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has acknowledged these achievements by including her as a member of the Lead Group for scaling up the Nutrition Movement, and as a champion for "Education First Initiative."

The Prime Minister urged the world leader to take the plight of the autistic and disadvantaged children into their consideration seeking their support for adaptation of a resolution on 'Autism Spectrum Disorder' in the present UNGA session.

She also reiterated her call for an international agreement for limiting greenhouse gas emissions, on the principle of common and differentiated responsibilities, early operation of the "Green Climate Fund" for adaptation, mitigation and technology transfer.

She called for resolving Palestine and other similar burning issues through justice and establishment of democratic rights. She reiterated her government's 'zero tolerance' to terrorism and said it has adopted the steadfast policy out of her tragic experience in terrorism.

September 27, 2012

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's birth day tomorrow


DHAKA: Tomorrow is the 66th birthday of Awami League President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, eldest of the two daughters and three sons of father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

On this day in 1947, Sheikh Hasina, voted to power twice in 1996 and 2008, was born to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Begum Fazilatunnessa Mujib at the remotest Tungipara village in Gopalganj sub-division now district.
 
Affectionately called 'Hasu' by her parents, Sheikh Hasina started her schooling in a minor school in Tungipara and later admitted to Nari Shikhsha Mandir (Now Sher-e-Bangla Girls School and College) at Tikatuli in old city in 1954 when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was inducted as a minister in the Jukta Front government.
 
As an examinee from Azimpur Girls School, Sheikh Hasina passed secondary examinations in 1965 and higher secondary examinations from Intermediate Girls College (Now Badrunnessa Government Women's College) in 1967. She was admitted to honours class in Bangla Language and Literature at the Dhaka University in 1967 and obtained Bachelors of Arts degree from the same university in 1973.

During her academic life, Sheikh Hasina was elected vice- president of Intermediate Girls College Students Union and general secretary of Rokeya Hall unit Chhatra League. As a student leader she actively took part in the six-point movement. Sheikh Hasina was married to nuclear scientist Dr M Wazed Miah in 1968 during the country's turbulent days in late 60s. 
In the occupied motherland by the occupation Pakistani forces, Sheikh Hasina, who was then house-interned , gave birth to her son 'Joy' on July 27 in 1971 and daughter 'Putul' on December 9 in 1972.

In the August 15 massacre in 1975, Sheikh Hasina lost most of her family members including parents, brothers and sister-in- laws. But, she along with her younger sister Sheikh Rehana survived the mayhem as they were abroad then.

Sheikh Hasina was unanimously elected president of the Bangladesh Awami League in its biennial council held between February 13 and 15 in 1981 and she returned home on May 17 the same year ending her six-year's exile abroad.

Since then and until the last the Awami League triennial council held in 2008, Sheikh Hasina was re-elected by the councillors as the chief of the party, who ensured her party's return to helm of the state affairs in the parliamentary polls in 1996 and 2008, led Bangladesh to glory in the world through her farsighted and charismatic leadership.
 
In observance of the birthday of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who is in New York now to attend the 67th general assembly session of the United Nations, Awami League Central Working Committee has decided to garland her profusely at her Grand Hyatt Hotel suite wishing her long life and success.

Marking the day, special prayers will be offered and milad mahfils will be organised at different mosques including Baitul Mukarram National Mosque after Juma prayers while cooked food will be distributed in different orphanages.

Dhaka City Awami League, the largest unit of the ruling Awami League, will observe her birth day with a daylong programme tomorrow (September 28-Friday). 

The programmes of the day include daylong recitation of the verses from the holy Quran and holding of a milad mahfil after Asr prayers at the party central office at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city seeking divine blessing for the long life and successes of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.


Awami Swechchasebak League (ASL) will celebrate the day by cutting a big cake at its central office at Bangabandhu Avenue at one minute past zero hours while a discussion will be held at the auditorium of the Institution of Engineers at 3-30 pm. Acting president of Awami League and Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury MP will attend the discussion as the chief guest.

Other associate bodies of AL and different organisations including Chhatra League, Sheikh Russell Jatiya Shishu Kishore Parishad and Awami Muktijoddha Projanma League will also observe the day with various programmes like cutting cakes, milad mahfils, discussions, distribution of educational appliances and colourful marches.

September 27, 2012

World needs paying more attention to autism issue: PM

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the world community needs to pay more attention to the issue on transforming autistic children into creative and contributing geniuses instead of neglecting them.


"Although the world is now becoming more and more aware of autism spectrum disorders or developmental disabilities, the world community needs to pay more attention to the issue," she said this while addressing a first lady meeting on autism at Roosevelt House in New York as special honoured guest here this morning.
 
The Prime Minister underscored the need for proper medicare initiatives for the autistic children and said it is beyond the reach of many families even in developed countries like the USA, and is unaffordable in LDCs such as Bangladesh.
 
Wife of UN Secretary General Madam Yoo Soon-taek, co- founders of Autism Speak Suzanne and Bob Wright, Chair of the National Advisory Committee on Autism in Bangladesh Saima Hossain, Spouses of the Prime Ministers of Albania and Croatia, Partner of the PM of Australia, first ladies of Panama, Albania, Benin, Guyana, the Maldives, Senegal, Congo and Male also spoke on the occasion. 

Sheikh Hasina said, 0.8% children are estimated to be autistic in Bangladesh and they are unfortunately considered as social and financial burden on families, communities and countries. 

The Prime Minister said the autistic children suffer various difficulties which include social and cultural stigma, isolation, discrimination, lack of healthcare and education facilities.


Considering the importance of autism, the Bangladesh government declared 2012 as the "Year of Autism", she added.


Terming Bangladesh as a leading country championing the cause of autism at national, regional and also at global level, the Prime Minister informed the audience that Bangladesh is tabling the UN's first ever resolution on Autism Spectrum Disorder and Developmental Disabilities in current year's UNGA.
 
Sheikh Hasina sought support of all for the resolution and hoped that the adoption of this benign resolution would inspire worldwide awareness for the children and the families living with autism. 

She also mentioned the Dhaka Conference on "Autism and Developmental Disabilities in South Asia' in which over 1000 participants from 11 countries, including Mrs. Sonia Gandhi of India, Mrs. Shiranthi Rajapaksha, First Lady of Sri Lanka; Mrs. Ilham Hussain, First Lady of the Maldives, attended. She said the conference roused tremendous awareness among the people, the policymakers and the academia in the region. "It also marked the official launching of Autism Speaks Global Autism Public Health Initiative," she added.
 
Sheikh Hasina said her government formed an Inter- Ministerial Task Force on Autism with representatives of 8 ministries to devise a Strategic and Convergent Action Plan for Autism and Developmental Disabilities in Bangladesh.
 
She mentioned with proud the name of her daughter Saima Wazed Hossain, a child psychologist, along with Suzanne and Bob Wright who brought autism to the global fore and the WHO through their dedicated work and relentless awareness efforts.
 
The Prime Minister lauded the endorsement of a resolution by the 65th WHO South East Asian Regional Committee in Jakarta identifying autism and developmental disabilities as a regional public health priority.


"It as a big achievement for the autism affected people of the region, and Bangladesh is proud to lead that process," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also mentioned that Bangladesh and India, with technical support from WHO and Autism Speaks, will hold the first meeting of South Asian Autism Network (SAAN) early next year in New Delhi for building partnership to address autism at a regional level.
 
The two governments of the world's most populous countries are literally re-writing public health and education policies to improve the lives of individuals with autism, she added. 

Sheikh Hasina expressed her belief that the movement will go forward in achieving its noble goal of meaningfully assisting autistic children enabling them to contribute significantly as partners towards building the future world of hope and glory.

September 27, 2012

People don't want to return to 1/11 situation: PM

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina urged all including the expatriate Bangladeshis to remain alert so that none can play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people as she said the people do not want to return to 1/11 situation.
 
"We have ensured the voting rights of the people through the 15th amendment to the constitution as they are the owners of the republic. So the people will have to remain alert so that none can play game with their lot in future," she said.
 
The Prime Minister was addressing a civic reception at Hotel Marriot Marquis here Wednesday night. Bangladesh Awami League, US chapter, arranged the reception in honour of the Prime Minister, who is now in New York to attend the 67th UN General Assembly.


She said, "the people would decide whom they want and who would go to power and who not? Do they want to return to terrorism, militancy, Hawa Bhaban, Khoab Bhaban and the country would turn again into a food-deficit country?"
 
Sheikh Hasina, who is also the president of Bangladesh Awami League, said her party has restored the democratic and constitutional rights of the people and sealed off usurpation of power through the 15th amendment.
 
"So the country will have to be advanced further by consolidating democracy," she said. 

Mentioning bitter experience of the past caretaker government, she said the Fakhruddin-led government wanted to cling to power. "They hatched various conspiracies to cling to power, but they were compelled to hold election in internal and international pressure."

The Prime Minister said if her party is voted to power again, the government would undertake 7th five-year plan by implementing the sixth five-year plan.

"We want to build Bangladesh a middle-income country by 2021," she said.
 
Reiterating her government's firm stance against terrorism and militancy, Sheikh Hasina said the government would never tolerate these social menaces.

"We want to build Bangladesh as a peaceful nation in South Asia. We also want to build a non-communal and democratic Bangladesh being imbued with the spirit of the War of Liberation," she said.

Ruling out the notion that free, fair and impartial election is not possible under a political government, she said the present government has proved this notion wrong.

She said nearly 6,000 elections were held in a free, fair and peaceful manner in the last three and a half years and none could raise any allegation about the polls.

"We want that the people would enjoy their full democratic and constitutional rights and we don't believe in vote rigging policy. So we have established voting rights of the people," she said.

Listing various successes and achievements of the present government in different fields, including agriculture, education, health, women empowerment, food security and social safety net, Sheikh Hasina said the people get services and their comfort is restored when AL goes to power.

She said her government since assuming of the office in 2009 has been working tirelessly to mitigate various problems including removing acute electricity crises.

"Due to some pragmatic efforts of the government 79 power plant were constructed and over 3500 MW of electricity has been added to the national grid", she added.

Sheikh Hasina said her government maintained over six percent GDP growth in the last three years despite world economic meltdown, while the country's foreign currency reserve has increased to 11 billion US dollars from six billion in 2009.

She said during the holy month of Ramadan her government distributed 10 kilogram of rice to each of the one crore families across the country.

Sheikh Hasina said transactions over Taka 42,000 crore occurred during the shopping of Eid-ul-Fitr which is a bright example of enhancement of living standard of the people.
 
"Due to relentless efforts of the government, over five crore people have been upgraded to middle income group from lower income group," she mentioned.

Recalling the contribution of the expatriates to the country's development, the Prime Minister said the economy remains on the right track thanks to immense contribution of the expatriates.

"The expatriates are the main driving force of the country and they advanced the country a lot economically," she said. With Awami League, US chapter President Dr Siddiqur Rahman in the chair, the function was addressed, among others, by Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, eminent IT expert Sajib Wazed Joy, US Congresswoman Caroline Malony, Jatiya Party, US Unit President Jashimuddin Chowdhury, JSD, US Chapter President Abdul Mosabbir and New York City AL General Secretary Shaheen Alam.

At the function, UNESCO Director General Irina Bukova unwrapped a book titled 'Philosophy of Statesman Sheikh Hasina'.

Bangladesh Awami Jubo League published the bilingual book on the occasion of the 65th birthday of Sheikh Hasina.
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PM invites US investors to be partner of Bangladesh's prosperity

NEW YORK: Highlighting the bright prospects of business and investment in Bangladesh, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged US investors to take the opportunity of liberal investment regime offered by her government and to be partner of Bangladesh's prosperity.

"I request you all to come to Bangladesh and take advantage of the opportunities that we offer. We are ready to welcome you as our partner in all our business activities, sharing gains and benefits, profits and prosperity in our journey to a better future," she said.

"All your presence would provide the boost that we need to realize the dream of our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to build a 'Golden Bangladesh'," Sheikh Hasina said while addressing a meeting with US Chambers of Commerce and Industry (USCCI) at Regent Room of Grand Hyatt Hotel here on Wednesday.

The Prime Minister said challenges of the present global economic crisis have not fortunately engulfed Bangladesh. "Instead, it has created an opportunity for increased business activity in our country due to our sound macroeconomic fundamentals and pragmatic policies," she said.

She said in the last three years, Bangladesh's GDP growth rate was above 6 per cent. "Our aim is to reach double digit growth by 2017 and sustain it till 2021 to become a middle-income country."

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh's exports have continued to grow by over 19 per cent in the past three years. In the year 2010-2011, the country's exports grew by 41 per cent; service sector by 49.72 per cent; industry by 30.33 per cent and agriculture by 19.95 per cent, she noted.

She said Bangladesh is destined to be a regional economic hub as it is situated between South and South East Asia and close to India and China. "Development of multimodal connectivity with our neighbours, once fully implemented, will make Bangladesh a centre of bustling economic activity in the region," she added.

Sheikh Hasina informed the US businesses that Bangladesh's business sector comprising of innovative entrepreneurs, efficient managers, and skilled workforce at affordable wages from a population where 60 percent is below the age of 40, are strong foundation for further growth.

"Our Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policy offers, world's one of the friendliest fiscal and financial incentives with a stable regulatory framework," she said, adding it equally treat the local and foreign investors, legal protection against nationalization and expropriation and guarantee for expatriation of capital and dividend.

She said that Board of Investment (BoI), which facilitates foreign investment, is a modern and friendly institution with a "One Stop Service".

The Prime Minister mentioned that the presence of free press, independent judiciary and statutory bodies such as the Election Commission, Human Rights Commission, Information Commission and the Anti-Corruption Commission ensures good governance, human rights, and the rule of law in the country.

She said the current industrial policy offers special fiscal incentives in agriculture, food processing, shipbuilding,renewable energy, tourism, ICT goods and services, high-end garments, pharmaceuticals, ceramics, which are encouraging business and exports.

Mentioning the duty-free and quota-free access of products to the EU, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, India and other countries, she said it has provided a competitive edge to investors in Bangladesh from where US entrepreneurs can take advantage.

Pointing to the adoption of a Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) policy, Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh welcomes foreign investment in the areas of construction of highways, monorail, railroads, power stations, deep seaport and airport.

In addition, she said, the government has taken a plan to set up six special economic zones with all facilities for foreign investors.

She said Bangladesh made a huge progress in expanding ICT all over Bangladesh. All 64 district headquarters are connected by web portals. Moreover, 4,582 Union Information and Service Centres in all our 485 upazilas have been connected with internet services.

"We are really on track to becoming a 'Digital Bangladesh'by 2021," she said.

September 27, 2012

PM lends full support to "Education First" initiative of Ban

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed her full commitment and support to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's noble initiative for "Education First" programme and said it would be a great impetus to achieve education for all by 2015.

She also appreciated the involvement of the Secretary General's Global Adviser for Education, former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, and UNESCO Chief Ms. Irina Bokova and thanked Ban for including Bangladesh as one of the Champion States in this initiative.
 
Addressing the launching ceremony of the "Education First" programme at ECOSCO chamber in the UN headquarters on Wednesday, the Prime Minister urged the development partners, UN agencies and business organizations to support education for every child everywhere. 
Ban Ki-moon also spoke at the function.
 
Sheikh Hasina said, "It is sad that despite our millennium commitments reaffirmed the central role of education, millions of children remain out of schools or are leaving them early."

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh, since its birth in 1971,has focused on education for socioeconomic development and Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared education as the first and foremost tool for national development.
 
Bangabandhu founded a uniform, mass-oriented and universal system of education in independent Bangladesh, ensuring free and compulsory education for all children, she said, adding her government has been relentlessly working to make the education easily accessible to people.

She said all our efforts in education, in the last three years, has been steadily changing Bangladesh by reducing poverty level by 10 percent, enhancing GDP growth rate to an average of 6.5 percent and per capita income by 34.6 percent.
 
Referring to the challenges of globalized world, she said solution lies with educating the people to face them intelligently and collectively. Education also inspires one generation to create a more peaceful, prosperous and sustainable future for their next generation, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said education is placed as a lead "agent of change" in Bangladesh's overall development agenda. "Our 2010 Education Policy ensured further access for all to education, " she said, adding, "We are committed to eradicating illiteracy by 2014."
 
She said special stipend for girls has increased their enrollment in higher secondary and graduation level. Gender parity has been achieved in primary and secondary levels, a prime target of MDG-3. Currently, the male-female ratio at secondary level is 47:53, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the government also distributed 230 million free textbooks for the primary and secondary schools. "We are progressing with School Feeding Programme to keep the poor children at school, while a 'Prime Minister's Education Assistance Trust Fund Act 2011' has been enacted to ensure education for the poor meritorious students."

September 26, 2012

US thanks Bangladesh for fighting terrorism successfully

NEW YORK: The United States has thanked Bangladesh for fighting terrorism successfully as Washington said it is very important for establishing peace in the South Asian country as well as in the region and across the world.

Chairman of Congressional Committee on Homeland Security, Congressman Peter King, extended the thanks when he called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her hotel suite here last night.

After the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters.
 
About the extradition of the convicted killer of Bangabandhu, Rashed Chowdhury, who is reportedly staying in the USA, the US congressman said he would pursue the matter.

Peter King termed the revival of World Bank loan agreement for construction of the much-awaited Padma Bridge as good news for Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister reiterated Bangladesh' s demand for allowing quota and duty-free access of Bangladeshi RMG products to the US market.
 
"Bangladesh would witness more socioeconomic development if its RMG products get quota and duty-free access to the US market," she opined.

Reaffirming Bangladesh's firm stance against terrorism and militancy, Sheikh Hasina said her government has curbed these social menaces with an iron hand.

"Bangladesh was turned into a safe haven for the terrorists and militants during the rule of the past BNP-Jamaat Alliance Government. But the country was freed from this stigma as the present government contained terrorism and militancy with an iron hand," she said.
 
In this connection, she mentioned her government's ''zero tolerance'' policy to terrorism and militancy and said the government is getting full support from the people to this end. 

About the recent killing of two Bangladeshi nationals in the USA, Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh expects speedy investigation into the murders.
 
In response, Peter King said that he would follow the cases.

Eminent IT expert Sajib Wazed Joy, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Quader and PM's Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap were present.
 
Earlier, the Prime Minister met Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi Isa Al-Ayyat, Senegalese President Macky Sall and Maldivian President Mohammed Waheed Hassan Manik at the UN Headquarters. 

During the meeting, they discussed issues relating to bilateral interests.
 
She also attended a luncheon reception hosted by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon at the UN Headquarters here.

September 26, 2012

PM urges UN members for renewing pledge on peacebuilding

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged UN members for renewing their political and financial commitments to peacebuilding process for the sake of sustainable international peace and security.

She also underscored the need for reenergizing financial and political commitments to resource mobilization, national capacity and institution building and mobilizing efforts in a coordinated 
manner for delivering most efficient and cost-effective support to post-conflict societies.
 

The Prime Minister was addressing a high-level meeting on "Peace Building: Peace Building-A way forward towards Sustainable Peace and Security" at the North Lawn Building of the UN Headquarters here as the chair on Tuesday.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Croatian Prime Minister Zoran Milanovic, East Timor Prime Minister Xanana Gussmao and Zambian President Michael Chilufya also addressed the meeting.

Sheikh Hasina said in the post-cold war period of the '90s, half of the emerging countries lapsed into violence within a few years. To help them build solid foundations for sustainable peace and development, the Peacebuilding Commission was established.
 
"Almost 1.5 billion people are still living in violent conflict-ridden countries. The World Development Report 2011 states that none of the low-income countries emerging from or affected by conflict has achieved a single MDG," she said.
 
Sheikh Hasina said as a nation committed to sustainable peace and development, Bangladesh always stood by the United Nations in all its peace ventures. "Thus, from 1988 till now, we participated in 37 UN peacekeeping missions with 113,181 peacekeepers, 118 of whom died and 125 injured, while on duty," she noted.
 
She said though the role of the international community in advancing national peacebuilding goals is essential, the primary responsibility for establishing sustainable peace and security lies with the national authorities themselves.

"I believe that we should support national ownership as a core principle at the heart of post-conflict peacebuilding for sustainable peace," she said.

Sheikh Hasina pointed out that lack of political cohesion, shattered institutions, absence of the rule of law and justice, marginalization of certain communities, and political and development process are behind the conflicts.
 
Placing emphasis on appropriate follow-up efforts by the international community on peacebuilding process, she said without appropriate follow-up, efforts lead the countries back to 
conflicts as was the case in Angola in 1993 and in Rwanda in 1994.
 
The Prime Minister also put emphasis on strengthening coordination and coherence of bilateral, regional and multilateral engagements of the PBC and enhancing South-South and Triangular Cooperation and promoting inclusive political processes in post-conflict countries.

She said Bangladesh has led the NAM caucus in the PBC in 2010 and 2011 and did its best to mobilize the contribution of the global South to UN peacebuilding strategic and policy-making 
work. 

Sheikh Hasina extended her thanks to all for electing Bangladesh as Chair of the Commission saying "It's a recognition to our commitment to the PBC."

Despite many constraints as an LDC, she said Bangladesh has continued to demonstrate its commitment to the Peacebuilding Fund with its annual contributions.


Bangladesh peacekeepers as dedicated peace-builders are contributing significantly by delivering scaled-up services in health, education, business development and livelihood support, she said.

She also noted that Bangladesh peacekeepers are working with other UN agencies in areas of development, human rights, humanitarian activities with IFIs and national counterparts under the Integrated Strategic Framework.

"Today, as current Chair of the PBC, Bangladesh has organized the high-level event of the PBC to renew its political resolve of 2005, and rededicate to PBC's original mission of pursuing sustainable peace and security," Sheikh Hasina said.
 
The Prime Minister said, "Our commitment to peace and security is based on our foreign policy dictum -- 'Friendship towards all, malice to none' -- as laid down by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and enshrined in our Constitution."
 
"It inspired Bangladesh to stand by the United Nations in all its peace ventures," she added.

September 25, 2012

PM condoles death of former lawmaker Jalaluddin

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed deep shock at the death of Jalaluddin Talukder, a valiant freedom fighter and former lawmaker.

In a condolence message, the Prime Minister said the nation has lost a brave son, a valiant freedom fighter and a devoted organizer at his death.

The Prime Minister prayed for eternal peace of the departed soul and conveyed profound sympathy to the bereaved family members.

Valiant freedom fighter Jalaluddin Talukder, 65, reportedly shot at his Durgapur residence early today. He died at Mymensingh Medical College Hospital later in the morning.

September 25, 2012

Women to represent half of workforce everywhere in Bangladesh by 2021: PM

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said women would represent half of the workforce everywhere in Bangladesh including administration, services and leadership by 2021. 

"I pledge to raise women's political empowerment in Bangladesh through increasing their participation from 20 per cent to 30 per cent in parliament and in all tiers of leadership by 2021," she said.

By this time, she said, half of Bangladesh's total workforce will be comprised of women, and steps would be taken further for their economic empowerment and for their protection by implementing the law against domestic violence.

The Prime Minister was addressing a programme titled "Equal Futures Partnership" at Intercontinental Barclay Hotel here on Monday. US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton convened the programme to help women's empowerment across the globe.

Sheikh Hasina said, "Although the women's empowerment is advancing across the globe in recent times, it's still not enough."

Reiterating her commitment to ensuring political and economic empowerment of women in Bangladesh, she said, "Women and girls constitute half of the global population. Their equal 
participation can ensure actual optimum development of the world."
 
She recalled that over 200,000 women sacrificed their chastity and honor by the enemy during Bangladesh's War of Liberation. Recognizing their huge sacrifice, Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman guaranteed women's equal rights as men in the Constitution, she said.

"The constitutional provision incorporated by Bangabandhu has made it easy for us to implement the Women Development Policy 2011," she said.
 
The women development policy highlighted free education for girls up to Grade-12, stipends for girls for higher education; free books at primary and secondary levels, free pre and post- 
natal healthcare and nutrition, especially to mothers through the 12,000 community clinics, the Prime Minister added.
 
Pointing to the election of women to local government bodies, she said as many as 12,838 women were elected to the lowest tier of government after her government took office in 2009. Apart from 69 parliament members, she said five women are cabinet 
members, one is the Deputy Leader of the House, one is whip, and one is mayor.

Thirty percent of all public jobs is reserved for women," she said, adding women in Bangladesh are now holding high positions in the judiciary, administration, diplomacy, security forces and 
law- enforcing agencies.
 
She mentioned that progress continues in empowering women with gender-responsive budget allocations, encouraging their role in civil society and media, and business and workforce aiming at increasing their representation at all levels.

"Collateral-free microcredit is given with 5 percent service charge to rural women who now number about 25 million. Women entrepreneurs receive 10 percent of the Small Enterprise Fund and 10 percent industrial plots, she said.
 

She mentioned that currently three million women are working in the RMG sector and many are working abroad and sending remittances.
 
Anti-human trafficking act, and domestic violence prevention act, are among the new laws, her government enacted for protection of women and children after taking office in 2009, she 
said.
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Persons behind WB fund scrapping won't be spared: PM

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said her government would not stop its inquiry into finding out the real culprits behind the cancellation of the World Bank funding in the much-awaited Padma Bridge as she said those behind WB fund scrapping won't be spared.

"Though the World Bank declared to back in the much- awaited Padma Bridge funding, the government would continue its probe into tracking down the real culprits behind the cancellation of the WB funding," she said while attending the Bangladesh Awami Swechhasebak League's USA unit council 2012 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel here last night.

"We won't spare those behind WB fund scrapping...we're determined to find out the real culprits," the PM asserted.

Sheikh Hasina informed that at a function here on Monday, she talked with the World Bank president and informed him about her desire.

"We welcome the decision of the World Bank. But I have told the World Bank president that I also want full inquiry into the matter. I want to know why the previous funding cancelled. I am adamant to know the real story behind the cancellation of the fund," she said.

Without mentioning any name, the Prime Minister said one person just for the post of managing director of a bank had influenced the World Bank to cancel the funding. "I don't want to mention the name, everybody knows it. That person doesn't have the age to remain the managing director of the bank, but he had wanted to be there in the post," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said that Awami League never ever patronized any sort of corruption, and graft in the Padma Bridge Project, it is beyond the imagination.

In this connection, she mentioned that the Anti- Corruption Commission is running their inquiry and will finish that. "We told the World Bank to engage their people in helping in the inquiry," she added.

The Prime Minister said that the World Bank since 2005 stopped all of their funding for the road and bridge construction in Bangladesh. "BNP was in the power at that time and it was done just for their corruption," she said.

She mentioned that after assuming the office the government took initiative to bring the World Bank in the funding in the roads and bridges of the country. "At last they decided to come back in 2010," she said.

Responding to opposition leader Begum Khaleda Zia's criticism, Sheikh Hasina said when BNP was in power, they failed to construct 'one Padma Bridge'.
 
"Now you (Khaleda) are telling you'll build two bridges over the Padma River. How it's possible when you failed to build just one during your last five years of tenure?" she questioned. 

Listing various successes and development activities of the government, the Prime Minister said the government has come to power just to serve the people not to build own fortune. "The prime aim of our government is to serve the people," she said.
 
She said her government since assuming of the office in 2009 has been working tirelessly to mitigate various problems including removing of acute electricity crises.
 
"Due to some pragmatic efforts of the government 79 power plants were constructed and over 3500 MW of electricity has been added to the national grid in the last three and a half years, she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government maintained over six percent GDP growth in the last three years despite world economic meltdown, while the country's foreign currency reserve has increased to 11 billion US dollars from six billion in 2009.

She said during the holy month of Ramadan her government distributed 10 kilogram of rice to each of the one crore families across the country.

Sheikh Hasina said transactions over Taka 42,000 crore occurred during the shopping of Eid-ul-Fitr which is a bright example of enhancement of living standard of the people.

"Due to relentless efforts of the government, over five crore people have been upgraded to middle income group from lower income group," she mentioned.

The Prime Minister assured the expatriates living in the USA that the process of the trial of the war criminals has been started and it will be finished. "We must try the war criminals on the soil of the country," she said.

September 25, 2012

PM joins reception hosted by Obama

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Monday joined a reception hosted by US President Barak Obama and US First Lady Michelle Obama.

The US President hosted the reception at Hotel Waldrof Astoria in honour of the heads of state and government of different countries who have gathered here to attend the 67th UN General Assembly.

September 25, 2012

PM urges big powers to respect global laws, treaties

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called upon the powerful nations to respect international legal systems, treaties, and support fair and just application of the laws to have a flawless world order based on the rule of law.
 
She also underlined the importance of greater voice and representation of developing countries in major global institutions to ensure the principle of equity.

The Prime Minister, who is now in New York to attend the UN General Assembly (UNGA), was addressing a high-level discussion on "Rule of Law" at UNGA Hall in the UN headquarters on Monday. 

Sheikh Hasina said it is very unfortunate that given the current power structure and architecture of the global institutions, equitable applications of international law and realization of a fair global order based on the rule of law for all, remain an illusion.

"To have a fair world order based on the rule of law, powerful nations must respect international legal systems, multilateral treaties, and support fair and just application of customary international law in the multilateral decision-making process," she said.

The Prime Minister said it has become necessary to reaffirm mankind's faith in the fair and equitable application of the law, the UN charter, International Court of Justice and other global laws for peaceful settlement of disputes.
 
Multilateral institutions should also assist developing countries for their capacity-building efforts aimed at efficient implementation of the rule of law, she added.

Sheikh Hasina reaffirmed Bangladesh's commitment to peace and justice, and said, "Bangladesh believes in sovereignty, territorial integrity and non- interference in the internal 
affairs of other nations."
 
"Bangladesh is a responsible, peace-loving nation and my government is a strong proponent of democracy, human rights, rule of law and secularism," the prime minister said.

Bangladesh, world's eighth largest democracy, is promoting its secular and progressive aspirations based on the rule of law and justice as the country believes that rule of law is a precondition for sustainable development goals, she added.

Expressing her personal commitment to peace, justice, development and women empowerment, she said her government is concentrating all efforts towards entrenching the rule of law at home and elsewhere.
 
"I shall continue doing the same with the active moral, ethical, and technical support of all stakeholders to the rule of law," she added.
 
She mentioned enactment of Legal Aid Services Regulation Act 2001 during her government's previous tenure to make the legal services affordable to the vulnerable and marginalized groups, particularly for women and minorities.

She said to strengthen democracy and the rule of law,Bangladesh government has strengthened the Commissions on information, anti-corruption, human rights, law, energy regulation, and election.
 
Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has been associated with 14 international treaties to make its national laws on counterterrorism and anti-money laundering at par with international treaties.

She said Bangladesh has also making relentless efforts for regional peace with taking steps to resolve many long- standing problems with neighbouring countries. In this regard, she mentioned the 30-year Ganges Water Sharing Treaty with India, signing of Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord and settlement of dispute with Myanmar on maritime boundary.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has separated the judiciary from the executive to make it fully independent in delivering fair and equitable justice to people, and her government through constitutional amendments restored secularism and strengthened preventive measures to stop usurpation of state power by undemocratic forces.
 
On the basis of the rule of law and justice, she said, the government has concluded trials of religious extremists and terrorists and trials of the killers of the Father of the Nation. Trial of war criminals of Liberation War in 1971 is going on to deliver justice to people, she added. 

The Prime Minister said a Citizens' Charter of Rights has been instituted in all public institutions to ensure that the government delivers the rule of law and public services to every citizen, she said.

September 24, 2012

Bangladesh considers natural disasters as a severe threat to sustainable development: PM

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said Bangladesh, as a disaster- prone country, considers natural disasters as a severe threat to sustainable development and attaches high priority to capacity building for disaster risk reduction and resilience.
 
The Prime Minister said this when Special Representative to the UN Secretary General for Disaster Risk Reduction Margareta Walhstrom called on her at her hotel Suite in New York here this morning. 

Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad briefed the newsmen about the outcome of the meeting.
 
Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has undertaken its development program taking the sustainability and disaster risk reduction issues into consideration following the recommendations of the UN ISDR resolution.
 
She commended the role of Global facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery to support disaster risk reduction in vulnerable countries like Bangladesh for poverty reduction and sustainable development. 

Highlighting the adverse impacts of climate change in the life and property of the people of Bangladesh, she said the people of the country have been fighting against natural disasters including floods and cyclones for ages.
 
The present government is undertaking several adaptive measures for disaster risk reduction and sought international cooperation in support of the initiatives for construction of flood and cyclone shelter, flood resistant houses and coastal embankment, she added.
 
Ms Margareta invited Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to attend a conference on Disaster Management to be held in Geneva in May, 2013 and the Prime Minister accepted the invitation. 

Eminent IT expert Sajib Wazed Joy, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Principal Secretary Sheikh Wahid Uz Zaman, Foreign Secretary Mijarul Quayes and Bangladesh's Permanent Representative to the UN Dr A K Abdul Momen were present.
 
Later, the Prime Minister called on Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani at Qatari embassy here. 

During the meeting, they discussed issues relating to bilateral interests including river dredging in Bangladesh and recruitment of Bangladeshi workers.

September 24, 2012

PM seeks continued US support in war criminals' trial

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought the continued US assistance in bringing the war criminals to justice as she said the trial of the 1971 culprits is a popular demand in Bangladesh. 

"The trial would conform to the international standard and it is by no means motivated by political consideration," she categorically said when Bangladesh Caucus Co-chair and US Congressman Joseph Crowley called on her at her hotel suite here this morning.
 
After the meeting, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters. Azad said the Prime Minister also sought US cooperation for extradition of the convicted killers of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, particularly AM Rashed Chowdhury, who has been reportedly staying in the US.
 
In this connection, she mentioned a letter sent by Foreign Minister Dipu Moni to US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in the first week of October 2011.
 
The Prime Minister reiterated that Bangladesh government condemns terrorism in its all forms and manifestation in the strongest possible terms.
 
Mentioning Bangladesh's zero tolerance in this regard, she said Dhaka has been aggressively pursuing those who are involved in extremist activities.
 
Sheikh Hasina also reaffirmed that Bangladesh strongly condemns the recent terrorist attack in Benghazi of Libya that killed the US ambassador and other officials.
 
Bangladesh rejects such cowardice and mindless killing in the name of religion or any other cause or ideology, she said.
 
In this connection, the Prime Minister mentioned that Bangladesh has very recently adopted the Anti-Terrorism (amendment) Act 2012 in order to strengthen the legal and operational aspects of the drive against terrorism.
 
She also noted with appreciation of the US State Department Annual Country Report on Terrorism 2011 where the US government has commended the efforts of the government of Bangladesh against terrorism.
 
Sheikh Hasina requested Crowley to use his good office to pursue the US government for allowing quota and duty-free Bangladeshi garments to the US market so that Bangladesh government could provide better facilities to its 2.2 million RMG workers.
 
The Prime Minister also said her government has been working tirelessly to further consolidate democracy and establish rule of law in the country along with fulfilling basic needs of the people. 

She said democratic institutions of the country including Jatiya Sangsad, Election Commission and Human Rights Commission have been strengthened, while voting rights of the people have been ensured by various pragmatic steps of the government.
 
In this context, she mentioned formation of all parliamentary committees in the very first session of the current parliament and holding of over 6,000 elections in the last three and a half years in a free, fair and neutral manner with spontaneous participation of all.
 
The Prime Minister highlighted various successes of her government in the fields of agriculture, education, health, food security, social safety net and women empowerment.
 
In response, Crowley lauded dynamic and visionary leadership of Sheikh Hasina and her endeavors in giving democracy an institutional shape.
 
He also praised Sheikh Hasina's firm stance against militancy, terrorism and corruption. 

Eminent IT expert Sajib Wazed Joy, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Foreign Secretary Mijarul Quayes, Bangladesh Permanent Representative to the UN Dr AK Abdul Momen and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present at the meeting, among others.

September 24, 2012

Govt working tirelessly to further consolidate democracy: PM

NEW YORK: Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said her government has been working tirelessly to further consolidate democracy and establish the rule of law in the country along with fulfilling basic needs of the people.

She said this when US Senator Peter W. Galbraith called on the PM at her hotel suite here on Sunday evening.

After the meeting, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

Sheikh Hasina said democratic institutions of the country including Jatiya Sangsad, Election Commission and Human Rights Commission have been strengthened, while voting rights of the people have been ensured due to various pragmatic steps of the government.

In this context, she mentioned formation of all parliamentary committees in the very first session of the current parliament and holding of over 6,000 elections in the last three and a half years in a free, fair and neutral manner with spontaneous participation of all.

The Prime Minister highlighted various successes of her government in the fields of agriculture, education, health, food security, social safety net and women empowerment.

In response, the US Senator lauded dynamic and visionary leadership of Sheikh Hasina and her endeavors in giving democracy an institutional shape.

He also praised Sheikh Hasina's firm stance against militancy, terrorism and corruption and said Bangladesh is highly vocal for democratic reforms in South Asia.

The present government honored Peter. W Galbraith with 'Friends of Bangladesh Award' for his outstanding contribution to the country's Liberation War in 1971. Later, the leaders of Awami League and its associate bodies of different states of the USA and Canada called on the Prime Minister at her hotel suite.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap were present.

Sheikh Hasina is now in New York to attend the 67th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

September 23, 2012

PM in New York to attend 67th UNGA

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina arrived here this morning on a nine-day official visit to the USA to attend the 67th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
 
An Emirates flight carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage landed at John F Kennedy (JFK) International Airport at 9 am (New York time).

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Qader and Bangladesh's Permanent Representative to the United Nations Dr Abdul Momen, leaders of Awami League USA chapter received the Prime Minister at the airport.

A large number of leaders, workers and supporters from different states of the USA came to the airport to greet the Prime Minister.

From JFK airport, the Prime Minister in a motorcade was taken to Hotel Grand Hayatt where she will be staying during her visit.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, and Foreign Secretary Mijarul Quayes accompanied the Prime Minister.
 
A 26-member business delegation led by President of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) AK Azad also arrived here with Sheikh Hasina. 

The Prime Minister will address the UNGA on September 27. She will attend a number of high-level events and receptions to be hosted by US President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

She is also scheduled to attend a reception to be hosted by Bangladesh community in New York. 

On September 27, Sheikh Hasina will attend a meeting on autism to be arranged by US First Lady Michelle Obama at Roosevelt House.

September 22, 2012

Sheikh Hasina to lead Bangladesh in UNGA

Dhaka: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will lead Bangladesh delegation to the 67th Session of United Nation's General Assembly (UNGA) that would continue from September 22-30 in New York. 

Sheikh Hasina is assisted by Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador at Large Mohammad Ziauddin, Foreign Secretary Mohamed Mijarul Quayes, and senior officials of the Prime Minister's Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said a foreign ministry press release here today.

Environment and Forests Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud will also join the delegation. The Prime Minister left for New York this evening. More than 110 Heads of State and Governments are scheduled to attend the 67th general assembly that would hold its general debate on the theme - "Adjustment or Settlement of International Disputes or Situations by Peaceful Means". 

Apart from her country statement at the UNGA on 27 September afternoon, the Prime Minister will take part in a number of high- level meetings and programmes there.
 
These include - a high-level UN meeting on "Rule of Law'', meeting with the President of the UN Security Council, President of the ICJ, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

She will also join the launching of the UN Secretary General's "Education First Initiative", in which Bangladesh Premier is nominated as a champion state leader, the SG's high- level event on "Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement" in which Sheikh Hasina is a lead group member, and the high profile US Programme on 'Equal Futures Partnership'.

Sheikh Hasina will also chair two high level events to be organized by Bangladesh- one is on 'Peace-building' and another one is on "Second Edition of the Climate Vulnerability Monitor (CVM)" forum. Both events are scheduled to be attended by a large number of Heads of States and Governments. 

Bangladesh will also organize a high profile meeting on Autism to be attended by the Prime Minister. Bangladesh will be tabling for the first time in the UN a resolution on Autism Disorder an issue now Bangladesh has been promoting globally.
 
The Premier would also utilize this opportunity to seek support for her 'People's Empowerment' Model as Bangladesh plans to table a follow up resolution on the issue during the 67th UNGA for further anchoring the Model within the UN membership as a global model for peace and development. 

The Prime Minister is expected to hold a number of bilateral meetings in the sideline of the general assembly, including with UN Secretary General Ban ki-Moon, President of the 67th UNGA and presidents and prime ministers of a number of friendly countries.
 
She will also address a meeting to be organized by the US Chamber of Trade and Commerce to be attended also by the 26 member business delegation to accompany her to New York. The Prime Minister will also address the Bangladesh-American community in New York and interact with the local press.
 
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni is also scheduled to attend various ministerial and high- level meetings during the 67th UNGA apart from participating in Prime Minister's seven- day programme in New York. These include, among others, the LDC, OIC, Commonwealth, CMAG, G-77 and China, SAARC, Asian Cooperation Dialogue Climate Vulnerability Forum Ministerial meetings. 

She is expected to hold a number of bilateral meetings with her counterparts including from European, Asian and Arab countries, during the GA sidelines, taking opportunity of her stay in New York. 

The 67th UNGA is significant in many ways as it takes place after the "Rio+20" Summit and at a time when global geo-politics, power structures and security situation is rapidly changing. The assembly has become crucial at a time when instability looms large in the Middle East, especially in Syria, and a solution to Palestinian Statehood.

Issues such as emerging markets in the aftermath of the global financial crisis, rise of terrorism and religious intolerances, post-MDGs vision and the Sustainable Development Goals in a post "Rio +20" regime, climate change, and international rule of law would also dominate the annual assembly.

September 22, 2012

PM leaves for New York to attend 67th UNGA

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here tonight for New York on a nine-day official visit to the USA to attend the 67th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).
 
An Emirates flight carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage took off from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport here at 9.43 pm.
 
Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhit, Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, Home Minister Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Land Minister Reazul Karim Hira, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan, Chief Whip Abdus Shahid, Joint Secretary of Awami League Mahbul-Ul Hanif, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Shata Zarab, US Ambassador Dan W Mozena, Cabinet Secretary, Chiefs of three services and senior government officials and party leaders saw the Prime Minister off at the airport.
 
The flight is expected to reach John F Kennedy (JFK) International Airport in New York at 8.15 am (New York time) on Sunday.
 
On her way to New York, the Prime Minister will make a stopover at Dubai International Airport for two hours.
 
Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Qader and Bangladesh's Permanent Representatives in the United Nations Dr Abdul Momen will receive Sheikh Hasina at the airport. 

From JFK airport, the Prime Minister in a motorcade will be taken to Hotel Grand Hayatt New York where she will be staying during her visit.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, Foreign Secretary Mijarul Quayes, are accompanying the Prime Minister.
 
A 26-member business delegation led by President of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) AK Azad is also accompany the Prime Minister.
 
The Prime Minister will address the UNGA on September 27. She will attend a number of high-level events and receptions to be hosted by US President Barak Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

She is also scheduled to attend a reception to be hosted by Bangladesh community in New York. 

On September 27, Sheikh Hasina will attend a meeting on autism to be arranged by US First Lady Michelle Obama at Roosevelt House.
 

The Prime Minister will leave New York for home on September 30 and reach Dhaka in the morning on October 2.

September 21, 2012

PM assures all support to nanotechnology research

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government fully realizes the potential of nanotechnology in the socioeconomic development and is ready to provide all support to the new and emerging area of science.

She said the demand for setting up a National Centre of Nanotechnology would get proper support from the government.

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating a three-day international workshop titled- 'Nanotechnology and Its Prospects in Bangladesh', at Sonargaon Hotel.

Senior academics from different universities and institutions of South and South East Asia and Canada are taking part in the workshop jointly organized by Dhaka University and Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) in collaboration with the ISESCO, COMSATS and COMSTECH.

"The government will definitely support development of infrastructure and other facilities and international collaboration for academic and research activities in this new and emerging area of science and technology," she said.

Industries Minister Dilip Barua attended the function as special guest while Vice-chancellor of BUET Professor S M Nazrul Islam, Deputy Director General of ISESCO Prof. Mukhtar Ahmed spoke, among others, on the occasion.

Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University Professor AAMS Arefin Siddiqui gave the welcome address and member secretary of the workshop organizing committee Professor Al- Nakib Chowdhury gave vote of thanks.

Appreciating the initiatives for organizing the time- befitting workshop for the first time in Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said, nanotechnology would directly benefit the local industries of different sectors.

"So, a public private partnership may work out for infrastructure, equipment, and other modalities of the center," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, scientists of Bangladesh have made a breakthrough in the field of gene research decoding the jute genome in 2010 and genome of a devastating pathogen harmful for nearly 500 crops including jute.

"And our scientists have completed the primary tasks of setting up two nuclear power plants in the country with the help of Russia," she noted.

The Prime Minister said her government has given due emphasis on emerging areas of science and technology, including biotechnology, nanotechnology and material science in the curriculum of newly established 12 science and technology universities.

She said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had founded all important research institutions immediately after the independence realizing the importance of science and technology for country's progress.

"Now we have started to derive benefit of the organizations," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League government in its previous tenure had introduced a research and development fund to help scientists for sophisticated research.

Post-graduate fellowships including Bangabandhu Fellowship were introduced for higher studies of the young scientists in the world's renowned universities, she said.

After assuming power in 2009, Sheikh Hasina said her government had reintroduced all those fellowship programmes. Most of the research institutes have been strengthened in terms of equipment and facilities, she added.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has updated the National Science and Technology Policy in 2011, and strategic action plans for short, medium and long- term implementation of the policy are in progress.

"Our goal is to harness appropriate science and technology to achieve the development targets of education, health, employment, poverty reduction and economic development to bolster the standard of living of common citizen," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government has envisaged a hunger and poverty-free, peaceful, modern, and science and technology-based 'Sonar Bangla' by 2021 as dreamt by the Father of the nation.

She urged the scientists, researchers, entrepreneurs and all other concerned for working together to make the dream true.

September 20, 2012

Peace and development our prime goal: PM

LALMONIRHAT: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her firm commitment to make the country free from poverty and hunger by 2021 saying 'our prime and foremost goal is to create an environment so that every people of Bangladesh lives in peace and is economically solvent.' 

"Bangabandhu has given you independence, and I'm giving you commitment for bringing economic freedom and building a poverty free Bangladesh," she said adding "I need your support and cooperation to materialize the dream".

The Prime Minister, who arrived here to inaugurate the much- expected Teesta Bridge, was addressing a public meeting at Collectorate Ground this afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government is trying to produce more food in the country's northern region and in view of this, the government has taken initiative for cultivation of maize in the area in larger scale.
 
She extended her sincere thanks to the people of Lalmonirhat for lending their overwhelming support to the candidates of Mohajote and secure their victory in the general election of 2008.

"We are making constant efforts for implementing all the electoral pledges made at the time of last general election," she said.
 
Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated the newly built Teesta Bridge, Burimari- Lalmonirhat rail line and the building of Lalmonirhat Diabetic Association.
 
She also laid foundation stones of Lalmonirhat Nursing College, 850-metre PC Girder Bridge on Teesta River, and second Dharla Bridge at Kulaghat-Fulbari point..


Former president HM Ershad, MP, Communications Minister Obaidul Qader, Joint Secretary of Awami League Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, MP spoke among others on the occasion.

Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Textiles and Jute Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Health Minister Prof Ruhal Haque, Minister for Disaster Management and Relief A H Mahmud Ali, Minister for railway Mujibul Haque, state minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, eminent jurist Barrister Rafiqul Haq and president of Bangladesh Diabetic Association Prof. AK Azad Khan were present.

Listing her government's development programmes and successes in various sectors the Prime Minister said, Awami League works for the country whenever it comes to power.
 
While carrying out development programmes, the party strongly handled the terrorism and militancy so that people can live in peace, the Prime Minister said.
 
Highlighting the development projects taken by her government for the northern region, the Prime Minister said, now Kurigram and Lalmonirhat are free from Monga.
 
Draught and saline tolerant varieties of crops are being cultivated in the region along side taking massive steps for implementing the programme- 'one homestead-one farm", she said.
 
She said the youths are being given training and short-term credit facilities from banks to find out their own employment. Textbooks are being given to the school students free of cost and healthcare facilities have been expanded up to union level, she added.
 
Terming her government as 'agriculture friendly one' the Prime Minister said, the present government assumed power with a shortage of 30 lakh metric tons of food.
 
But, we have taken all initiatives for increasing food production, she said adding now the country has attained food autarky and ensured access of every citizen to food.

The Prime Minister expressed her government determination to complete the trial of the war criminals and said their trail is crucial so that none dare to play ducks and drakes with the sanctity of our mothers and sisters in future.

She said the government has amended the constitution to safeguard the voting rights of people aimed at consolidating democracy. We want to build Bangladesh as a democratic and peaceful abode, she said.

Jatiya Party Chairman HM Ershad thanks the Prime Minister for constructing the much-awaited Teesta Bridge and said through this, the Mohajote government has fulfilled hopes and aspirations of the people of the greater Rangpur district.

Seeptember 20, 2012

PM formally opens Teesta bridge

RANGPUR: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated much waited Teesta Bridge opening up new era for socio-economic development of the country's northern region.
 
In a views exchange on the occasion, the Prime Minister said the opening of the bridge will fulfill a long cherished dream of the people of Rangpur. She lamented the last BNP- Jammat alliance government for suspension of the work of the important bridge.
 
She said the present government would take programmes for planned development of Rangpur and as part of this programme, Rangpur has been declared as a division and Rangpur City Corporation has been established.
 
She said the government has undertaken plan for setting up economic zone in every division. An economic zone will also be set up in Rangpur, she added.
 
Sheikh Hasina said her government would do everything necessary for development of Rangpur. 

Former President H M Ershad, Communications Minister Obaidul Quader, Textiles and Jute Minister Latif Siddiqui, Tipu Munsi, MP, and communications secretary MAM Siddiqui spoke among others on the occasion.
 
The RHD implemented the construction works of the 750- metre long and 12 metre wide bridge at the cost of Taka 122 crore.
 
Sheikh Hasina while was in power in 1996-2001 period laid down foundation stone of the bridge and allocated fund for construction works, but the four- party alliance government stopped the work later.

After coming to power again in 2009, the grand alliance government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina again took up the work and completed the construction works fulfilling the dream of the people of the region.
September 19, 2012

Make allout efforts to increase ADP implementation rate, PM urges secretaries

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today directed the secretaries to make allout efforts to further increase the implementation rate of Annual Development Programme (ADP) side by side with enhancing the pace of the project execution.

"After assuming office by the present government, the ADP execution rate and the amount of the spent money have gone up significantly. Instead of being complacent with this achievement, you will have to make allout efforts to increase further the ADP implementation rate in future," she said.

She said this while addressing a meeting of the secretary committee at Bangladesh Secretariat here this morning.

After the meeting that lasted for four hour and 10 minutes, Cabinet Secretary Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan briefed reporters. Information Secretary Hedayetullah Al Mamun was also present.

The Prime Minister also advised the secretaries to utilize their entire capabilities to build a happy and prosperous Bangladesh and said that increasing the pace of the project implementation is possible by further strengthening the internal monitoring system.

"Not only as government officials, you would spur your colleagues as patriotic citizens on devoting to the welfare of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina sought cooperation of the secretaries to keep continue the democratic trend and pace of the development in the greater interest of the country.

"I also seek your sincere cooperation to give democracy an institutional shape," she said.

The Prime Minister laid emphasis on undertaking realistic and time-framed work and purchase plans for development projects at the beginning of the fiscal year as well as initiatives for their implementation. "Physical structure of the projects will have to be completed by finishing their paperwork in rainy season side by side with strengthening the inter-ministerial coordination for implementation of the projects that involve a number of ministries and divisions," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Taka 55,000 crore have been allocated against 1,037 projects in the current fiscal year which is Taka 13,000 crore more than the revised ADP of the last fiscal. "We have taken an 11- year-long perspective plan (2010-2021) and the sixth five-year plan (2010-2015) for improvement of the living standard of the people," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has taken various steps including expansion of irrigation facilities, removing waterlogging, producing developed and high-yielding seeds, innovating and expanding varieties of crops suitable for respective areas as well as technologies to make the country self-reliant in food. She said the government is continuing providing subsidy to the agriculture sector to boost food production by supplying agri inputs at rational prices. "Taka 17,092 crore subsidy was given for urea and non-urea fertilizers
in the last three years, while Taka 6,000 crore has been allocated as
subsidy in the agri sector for the 2012-13 fiscal year," she said.

The Prime Minister said a target for disbursing agri loan of Taka 14,130 crore has been set in the 2012-13 fiscal year. "You will have to keep watch so that the farmers can get loan without any hassle," she said.

About the power sector, Sheikh Hasina said her government has declared the sector as an emergency sector to meet the growing demand of electricity in the country.

"The present government has increased power production to 6,350 megawatt (MW) from 3,525-MW and raised the number of power plants to 79 from 33. We hope that we would soon be able to build a power system free from loadshedding," she said.

Sheikh Hasina stressed the need for maintaining austerity and checking misuse of power so that all get scope for using electricity as per the need. "We will have to take power-saving programme through proper load management to meet the increasing demand of the electricity," she said.

The Prime Minister said the demand for natural gas is increasing rapidly. So various steps have been undertaken for investment and gas exploration, production, transmission and distribution in the sector to remove gas crisis, she said.

"We have already formed the Gas Development Fund and framed the Renewable Energy Policy and the Gas Development Policy," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also highlighted the government success in building Digital Bangladesh and said a new department named Information and Communication Technology Ministry has been constituted to this end.

The Prime Minister said her government has put emphasis on human resource development to build a happy and prosperous Bangladesh. "We want to free the poor and neglected community from the cycle of poverty by raising their capability," she said.

She said the poverty rate and income disparity have been reduced, while the price of labour has gone up due to various social safety and empowerment programmes of the government.

Sheikh Hasina also touched on her government successes in various fields including health, education, One House One Farm Project, Ashrayan Project, the National Services Programme, rehabilitation of the landless people and, climate change.

She also mentioned the framing of National Education Policy,National Industry Policy, National Tourism Policy, National Women Development Policy, National Child Policy and formation of Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund.

Reiterating her government's firm stance against corruption,Sheikh Hasina said the Right to Information Act, 2009 and the Disclosure of Information in Public Interest Act, 2011 have been enacted, while the work on amendment to the Anti-Corruption Commission is at the final stage to ensure good governance.

Besides, she said, her government is providing administrative, financial and legal support to the ACC as per its demand. As secretaries of the government, you have also an important role in curbing corruption and you will have to create a graft-free atmosphere in your respective ministry and division through strict surveillance, she said.

The Prime Minister also stressed the need for giving exemplary punishment to corrupt officials and employees as well as speedy settlement of departmental cases and audit objections.

She said the government has been working in establishing e-governance to bring transparency and dynamism in public administration. Initially, the work on digital file management has started in some government offices, while e-service has been introduced in all deputy commissioners' offices, she said.

"I hope that you would play a special role in advancing this programme quickly," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has constituted the Information Commission in order to ensure transparency and accountability in government activities.

"Besides providing information to the commission, she said, you could play a role in creating awareness about the rights given to the people under the Right to Information Act," she said. Despite having adequate successes, she said, the people do not know all information due to lack of proper publicity. The people are being confused due to propaganda of a vested quarter, she said.

"So arrangements will have to be made for proper publicity of the government activities and you have a responsibility to this end," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken massive reform programmes to build an efficient public administration fit for the 21st century.

The age of retirement for the government officials and employees has been enhanced to 59 from 57 by keeping consistency with other countries of the region and for utilizing their efficiency and experiences.
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Hilly people will get back rights on own land: PM assures

DHAKA, Sept 18, 2012 (BSS)- Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today assured the tribal leaders that the hill people will get back their rights on their land in Chittagong Hill Tracts and the government will extend all support in this regard.
 
"The main difficulties of CHT erupts from ownership of lands. I can assure that you will be the owner of CHT land and we will extend all support to establish your rights," she said.
 
In a view exchange meeting with tribal leaders at her Gonobhaban residence here today, the Prime Minister said the CHT Land Commission will be reconstituted very soon with appointment of a new chairman to complete the unfinished works to return the rights of land to the people. 

She also reiterated her government's firm pledge for full implementation of the historic CHT accord and said, "We have resolved the long standing conflicts of hill and we will implement the accord for development of the unique and culturally enriched area".

Tribal leaders including chiefs of three circles of CHT, headmen and Karbaris (head of cluster) came Gonobhaban at the invitation of the Prime Minister to exchange views with her on the CHT situation and its development.
 
It was the first large scale exchange of views of grassroots leaders of the CHT with any head of the government in the 128 years history of establishment of three circles in the CHT.

Around 400 headmen, Karbaries and three hill districts chairmen, parliament members attended the view-exchange meeting held in a very cordial environment.
 
The Prime Minister urged the tribal leaders to remain alert so that none can misguide the people and foil the government's on-going endevour to ensure right of tribal people on their land and implement the peace accord.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, state minister for CHT Affairs Dipankar Talukder, MP, Chairman of CHT Development Board Bir Bahadur, MP, Jatindralal Tripura, MP, Chiefs of three circles of CHT Barrister Raja Debashish Roy, K S Pru Chowdhury and Sa Ching Pru Chowdhury, spoke, among others, on the occasion.
 
Tribal leaders submitted a memorandum to the Prime Minister containing their various demands in the meeting conducted by secretary of the Ministry of CHT Affairs Naba Bikram Kishore Tripura. They also expressed gratitude to Sheikh Hasina for her personal and government's intervention in resolving the problems of the CHT.
 
Referring to the background of the signing of the CHT Peace Accord during the past stint of her government, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said "all governments except us tried to settle the conflict militarily." 

"Only we have seen the problem as a political one. So we had taken steps for official and unofficial talks with the tribal leaders and we could settle the issue ending the two-decade battle," she said.

She thanked the members of the Parbattya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) for reposing their trust in her and surrender their arms to establish peace in the CHT.
 
Making the tribal leaders aware of the conspiracy against the CHT Accord, the Prime Minister said many quarters are now hatching conspiracy to destabilize the situation.
 
"But we are alert on the issue," she said adding the present government after taking office in 2009 again, constituted a committee for implementing the CHT peace accord.

She criticized the opposition parties for not taking any step for implementing the CHT peace accord. She said the opposition political parties are trying to destroy the peaceful environment of the CHT.

"Now they are misguiding the people in the guise of their friends, she said urging the tribal people to remain alert so that none can snatch their rights to land in future.

She said Bangabandhu introduced honorarium for circle chiefs of the CHT after liberation. The Awami League government increased the honorariums of the circle chiefs, headmen and Karbaris two to three folds, she added.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken necessary steps for protecting the small ethnic tribal groups and their recognition was given in the 15th amendment to the constitution.
 
About the demands of the tribal groups, the Prime Minister said the easy ones would be addressed soon and others would be considered in consultation with the concerned authorities. 

However, she said a CHT building would be constructed in the capital with the provision of dormitories for the senior CHT bosses and other facilities for the people. She also announced her plan for constructing three office buildings in the hill districts for the circle chiefs. 

The Prime Minister laid importance on the registration of ownerships on lands of the tribal people alongside honouring the traditional customary rules of different ethnic minority groups in the CHT. 

She said the traditions, rules and customs of the tribal people would be upheld while carrying out development works in the CHT.
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Asia-Pacific Regional Scouts Conference Nov 24-29

DHAKA: A six-day conference of the Asia- Pacific Regional Scouts will be held in Dhaka from November 24 to 29.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was informed of the conference when a delegation of Bangladesh Scouts called on her at her Jatiya Sangsad office here this evening.
 
President of Bangladesh Scouts Abdul Karim led the delegation, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev said.
 
The Scouts team also apprised the Prime Minister that the leaders of the scouts of the Asia-Pacific region will make a daylong educational tour to Moulvibazar during the conference.

Speaking on the occasion, Sheikh Hasina stressed the need for strengthening the Scouts movement in the country for the welfare  of the people.
 
The Scouts delegation included National Scouts Commissioner Abul Kalam Azad, International Scouts Commissioner Mozammel Haque Khan, valiant freedom fighter Habibul Alam, Bir Pratik, and the leaders of Moulvibazar District Scouts.
 
Chief Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad Vice-Principal Abdus Shahid and PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev were also present on the occasion.
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Indonesian envoy makes farewell call on PM

DHAKA: Outgoing Indonesian Ambassador to Bangladesh Z Mirzal Zainuddin made farewell call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official Ganobhaban residence here today.
 
They discussed bilateral issues including the improvement of relations between the two friendly countries, PM's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters after the meeting.
 
The Prime Minister thanked the envoy for his valuable contribution in improving the ties between the two countries and expressed satisfaction over growing bilateral relations between Dhaka and Jakarta. 

Sheikh Hasina said the volume of trade between the two countries has been increased over the years with signing of a number of agreements in the areas of trade, financial and commerce. 

During the meeting, the Prime Minister also highlighted her government's success and said overall poverty rate in Bangladesh was declined by 10 per cent in last three years.
With the increase of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country, she said, the inflation rate has declined to single digit while food price remains at stable. Country's power supply situation has also remarkably improved at that time, she added.
 
The Prime Minister also thanked the Indonesian government for hosting meeting of Democracy Forum (D-8) to promote democracy in the developing counties. She said Bangladesh is pursuing a policy of maintaining good relations with all democratic countries particularly the neighbouring countries for mutual economic prosperity.
 
The Prime Minister reiterated her strong commitment against terrorism and militancy and said Bangladesh and Indonesia can work on the issues related to counter terrorism, climate change and disaster management.
 
The envoy extend his sincere thanks to the Prime Minister for her government's support to discharge his duties in Bangladesh and improve relations between the two countries.
 
Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin and Special Assistant to Prime Minister Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap were present during the meeting.
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