December 18, 2012

Thai envoy calls on PM

DHAKA: Thai Ambassador to Bangladesh Madurapochana Ittarong today called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official residence Gonobhaban.

During the meeting, they discussed the upcoming visit of the Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra to Bangladesh scheduled on Friday next, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said after the meeting.

Azad said they discussed various issues relating to mutual interests and common concerns.

The Prime Minister said that Bangladesh attaches special importance to relations with Thailand. The existing friendly relations between the two countries are excellent and Thailand is a time tested friend of Bangladesh, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government is committed to further deepen and strengthen the existing bonds of friendship and cooperation with Thailand.

She stressed on strengthening mutual cooperation in trade and investment to meet the challenges of the 21st Century and for the benefit of the two friendly countries.

#

December 19, 2012

Remain alert against conspiracy of anti-liberation force: PM urges civil military official

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today made a fervent call to all patriotic forces including the government officials serving in the military and civil administration to remain alert about the conspiracy of the anti-liberation force against country's independence and sovereignty.

"All of you wherever you are serving in civil administration or defense forces have to remain alert so that the anti-liberation force can not thwart out hard earned independence and sovereignty," she said.

She was addressing the graduation ceremony of National Defence Course and Armed Forces War Course 2012 at Defense Services Command and Staff College (DSC) auditorium at Mirpur Cantonment here today.

The Prime Minister urged all army officials to make their sincere endevour to upgrade the National Defense College (NDC) and its training programmes to a new height. Applauding the excellence of the college in conducting the training programmes she said the institution established by Awami League government in 1998, is now turned into an internationally reputed institution. 
"It's indeed a matter of pride for us", she said the present government, despite constraint of resources, has been extending all support to fulfill the needs of the National Defence College.

She hoped that the officers from both military and civil services, who have completed their courses from the college would use their knowledge to serve the nation better. 

PM's advisor on defense affairs Major Gen (retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddiqui, army chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, navy chief Vice Admiral Zahir Uddin Ahmed, air chief Air Marshal Mohammad Enamul Bari and Principal Staff Officer of the Armed Forces Division Lt Gen Abdul Wadud were present. 
Ministers, PM's advisors, parliament members, former President HM Ershad, MP and Commandant of National Defence College (NDC) and faculties also attended the function. Commandant of the staff college Lt Gen. Molla Fazley Akbar gave welcome address. 

The Prime Minister said both military and civil service officers have exchanged views about policy-making issues and carried out group researches under same roof over the year. "It's the beauty of democracy in the 21st century," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said in the changing world the national security of a country is no more confined to securing its land boundary but also on human security, environment security and many others.

"Food, energy and social security, international relationship,control of cyber world, environment conservation all these are challenges of the 21st century. If any one of these security isvulnerable; the national defense might be endangered," she said. 

A total of 63 officials, thirty-six from three services and civil administration of the country and 27 military officials from foreign countries completed their training in the one- year course this year. Twenty-four officials of Bangladesh Army, Navy, and Air Force took part in the Armed Forces War Course from the college, ISPR sources said. 

The Prime Minister said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, long before the independence, dreamt for building a strong armed force. In the historic six-point demand, Bangabandhu had focused on formation of a provincial paramilitary force, she said.

In the negotiation with Yahya in 1969, Bangabandhu demanded increase of the number of Bangalee officers in the armed forces asking for military academy, naval headquarters and ordnance factory in Purba Bangla. But, the Pakistani rulers agreed to increase the number of soldiers only, but not the officers, she said.

Recalling her family bonds with the army, Sheikh Hasina said her late brother Shaheed Captain Sheikh Kamal was recruited in the first officers' batch of Bangladesh Army. "Some of the friends of my second brother Shaheed Lieutenant Sheikh Jamal are present today in this hall. That's why, I always see the faces of my late brothers amongst you," she said in an emotion-choked voice.

The Prime Minister said, Bangladesh Armed Forces, which was born during the War of Liberation before 42 years always stood beside the people to meet up their hopes and aspiration. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government always focused on well-trained and professional armed forces. In view of this, the government increased the budget of armed force in the last four years consecutively with procurement of modern equipment. 

The government is also making stride at international forum to increase its participation in the UN peacekeeping missions and ensure corresponding share in higher command, she said.

For the welfare of the families of the members of the armed force, she said, the government has introduced new medical facilities, upgraded educational institution and ration scale. "Works are also going on for expansion of housing facilities and development of infrastructure in all garrisons," she said.

Congratulating the foreign graduates on completion of their courses, the Prime Minister expressed her firm optimism that once they go back to their home, would speak high about Bangladesh and would act as Bangladesh's ambassadors.
The Prime Minister highlighted the contribution of Awami League in building a happy and prosperous nation after independence saying Awami League has accomplished all the noble tasks since the independence for development of the country and people's welfare. 

After independence Awami League government presented the nation with a constitution and concentrated on rebuilding war-torn Bangladesh. In 1996, we brought the nation on the development highway, she said.

In its present tenure, the Awami League led alliance government is making relentless efforts for country's development keeping the Vision-2021 and fifty years perspective of Bangladesh in the forefront, she added.


In this regard, she pointed out the success of the present government over the last four years in the areas of food production, GDP growth, export, electricity and gas production, remittance earning, jobs creation and education and health. She sought support of all section of people to continue the trail of development.

#

December 20, 2012

People won't allow terrorists, corrupt to assume power again: PM

JESSORE: Blasting the previous BNP government for its misrule and misdeeds, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the people of the country would not allow to assume power again by the terrorists and corrupt and those who are out to save war criminals in the name of movement.

"The people do not want to see the terrorists and corrupt and those who are burning the people to death in the name of movement to impede the trial of war criminals in the power again," she told a mammoth public rally here this afternoon.

Jessore District Unit Awami League arranged the rally on local Eidgah Maidan with its President Ali Reza Razu in the chair.

Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Information and Communication Technology Minister Mostafa Faruq Mohammad, AL Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif and Jessore District AL General Secretary Shaheen Chaklader also spoke, among others, at the rally.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, lambasted the opposition leader for playing dual game with freedom fighters, saying that she (Khaleda Zia} is talking about welfare of the freedom fighters in one hand, while she is staging anti- government movement with Jamaat-Shibir to thwart the trial of war criminals on other.

"Talking about welfare of the freedom fighters does not match with her mouth and the people won't accept such a game," she said.

About BNP's present stance against corruption, the Prime Minister said the BNP in the past mostly encouraged grafts. "The money-laundering by Khaleda Zia's two sons was proved in the US and Singapore courts, while she herself whitened black money by paying fine," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said it is ridiculous that they are talking about anti-corruption and it is like the proverb-Chorer Maa'r Baro Gola(an inveterate sinner is always the loudest in denunciation).

She said her government never indulged in corruption as it believes in transparency and accountability in all spheres. "We have taken bold steps against corruption including Destiny and Hall-Mark issues," she said.

The Prime Minister criticized the opposition leader for her dual stance on India, saying that when BNP remains in the opposition they expose themselves as anti-Indian, when they goes to power they become pro-Indian.
"The BNP chairperson forgot raising the Ganges water sharing issue during her visit to India when she was the Prime Minister and this time, she did not raise the border killing and Tipaimukh dam issues," she said.
Reiterating her firm commitment to complete the trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said: "We must free the country from long stigma by completing the trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity during the Liberation War."

About Khaleda Zia's pledge of changing the facelift of the country through massive development work and if BNP comes to power again, the Prime Minister said they would stop all development programmes taken place during the present AL government.

"If they come to power, they would shut down all power plants set up by Awami League government plunging the country into darkness and stop the activities of the community health clinics again," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP could not give anything to the people except killing, corruption and plundering. "The country is awarded when Awami League comes to power, while BNP goes to power, the nation is reprimanded," she said. Seeking vote and support, the Prime Minister urged the people to win the 'boat' the symbol of Awami League, again like in the past. " Awami League has brought the independence and it would ensure the economic freedom of the people by turning Bangladesh into a middle-income country by 2021," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also referred to a number of successes of her government including curbing militancy and terrorism, increasing GDP and lowering inflation, raising power production, providing government jobs to four lakh youths and creating employment opportunities for 80 lakh youths, ensuring supply of fertilizer, seeds and other agricultural inputs to boost production and reaching health services to the doorsteps of people. 

Highlighting massive development of Jessore district that took place during the present government, the Prime Minister said Jessore Municipality would be turned into a city corporation, if Awami League is voted to power again.

Tens of thousands of people irrespective of age, gender and religion thronged the rally venue to hear their beloved Prime Minister and the daughter of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

Ahead of the visit of Sheikh Hasina, the entire district town wore a festive look as people were eagerly waiting to greet their Prime Minister who paid the visit to the district after a long time.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the national e-service system in Jessore and mural of Bangabandhu at Garib Shah Square in the town.

#

December 22, 2012

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called for narrowing down trade gap between Bangladesh and Thailand for mutual benefit as she said facilitating greater market access to each other's products and services would further boost bilateral trade.
"We also need to work together with our private sectors to harness the full potential in our trade ties for our mutual gain," she said while addressing the luncheon hosted by her in honour of visiting Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

According to Bangladesh Bank, the trade gap between Bangladesh and Thailand stood at around US$ 830 million during 2011-12 fiscal. Bangladesh imported goods worth about $880 million from Thailand and exported products valued at $51.4 million during the period.

Terming Bangladesh as an ideal destination for investment, Sheikh Hasina sought more Thai investment, especially in infrastructure development, food processing, power generation, and oil and gas exploration sectors.

"With over 150 million populations and a steady 6.5 percent annual GDP growth rate, a vast and vibrant workforce and most liberal investment climate, Bangladesh offers an ideal destination for Thai investment, especially in infrastructure development, food processing, power generation, and oil and gas exploration sectors," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh deeply values its relationship with Thailand which is firmly rooted in our shared linguistic, religious and cultural heritage.
"Thailand occupies a very special place in our foreign policy priority and we deeply value our relationship with Bangkok which is firmly rooted in our shared linguistic, religious and cultural heritage," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the steady growth in bilateral trade, increased number of high political level interactions, and greater people-to-people contacts, bear testimony to the time- tested relationship between our two countries, which is now moving towards a much higher plane.

"I believe enormous opportunities exist for greater collaboration in the areas of trade and investments, agriculture, energy, tourism, culture and education, science and technology, ICT, and security. We need to tap these exciting real potentials," she said.

The Prime Minister said the unique situation of Bangladesh and Thailand has turned them as the gateway to South and Southeast Asia and is destined to develop it as the natural bridge between the two regions. She said enhanced connectivity through road and sea links between Bangladesh and Thailand would not only benefit the two countries and their peoples, but also the entire region.
"We need also to expand air links connecting cities other than Dhaka and Bangkok, starting with resuming the Chiang Mai and Chittagong flights," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh and Thailand are witnessing a dynamic and productive phase in their bilateral relations. "Your (Shinawatra) visit has added a new momentum to the existing friendly relations and ushered in a new era of engagement, cooperation and partnership between our two countries," she said.

The Prime Minister said unwavering commitment of both countries to democracy, common concern on global and regional peace and security, and common aspiration for socio-economic development of our peoples, have brought the two nations closer.

"Your visit will further deepen the existing engagement and collaboration between our two countries," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh admires stewardship of the Thai premier in the most challenging circumstances at domestic and global levels.

"Your astute leadership in steering the country out of the difficult economic situation, particularly following the devastating floods of 2011, has been most admirable,"
she said.

#

December 22, 2012

PM seeks Thai support to be partner of ASEAN dialogue, GCI

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought support of Thailand to be a partner of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) dialogue and include Bangladesh in the Mekong-Ganges Cooperation Initiative (MGCI).

In the bilateral meeting with visiting Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Sinawatra at her office, Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh has always admired the success of the ASEAN, which is moving towards greater regional integration.

Bangladesh should be included in the MGCI as the Ganges River also flows through Bangladesh on its way to the Bay of Bengal, she said.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad said Sheikh Hasina extended her sincere thanks to the Thai Prime Minister for visiting Bangladesh saying the visit would add further momentum in the existing vibrant relations between the two countries.

#

December 22, 2012

PM calls for narrowing down Bangladesh-Thailand trade gap

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh and Thailand are enjoying an excellent relations based on shared values, commitment to democracy, development, peace and security.

Thailand is our important friend, which is reflected, in our increasing people- to-people contact and official interaction at all levels, she said.

The Thai Prime Minister appreciated Bangladesh's success including achieving MDG goal in a number of crucial areas. She stressed the need for building economic partnership between the two countries and bilateral cooperation in different areas.

Yingluck offered investment cooperation between the two countries specially in agriculture sector. She also expressed her government's interest to increase her countries investment in infrastructure development, healthcare and scientific cooperation.

She laid importance on increasing connectivity between the two countries and in this regard, she hoped that the work for construction of Dhaka Elevated Expressway would begin soon by Thai company. 

Earlier, the two prime ministers held a tete-a-tete when they agreed for 40 scholarships to each other countries for higher studies.
#

December 23, 2012

Govt mulls construction of UZ complexes for rural uplift: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government is mulling construction of Upazila Complex in every upazila for planned development of the rural areas and help people getting government services from a single centre.

Unplanned development is causing loss of huge land every year and people are being deprived of getting better service because of scattered location of the government offices, she said.

"We want to design a plan to earmark the areas for government offices, housing, schools and colleges and industries," she said while inaugurating the national council and first ever conference of upazila leaders of Institute of Diploma Engineers of Bangladesh (IDEB) bhaban in the city.

The 3-day 37th national council and first ever conference of upazila leaders of IDEB has begun today with a call for reaching the technology to rural people aimed at building a modern society based on equity.

Inaugurating the council, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government wants to reach the science and technology to every house. "Diploma engineers can play an important role in materialising the dream of building a democratic, developed and prosperous Digital Bangladesh," she said.

The Prime Minister said the present government has declared the information communication as a thrust sector as the government wants to make sure proper utilisation of huge potentials of science and technology for socio-economic development of the country. 

The council is being observed with the theme "Gram Banglai Prajukti -- Gonomanusher Orthanoytik Mukti" (expand technology in rural areas: bring economic emancipation of masses) at IDEB building at Kakrail.

With IDEB president AKMA Hamid in the chair while general secretary M Shamsur Rahman spoke among others on the occasion.

Earlier, the Prime Minister formally inaugurated the conference and upward expansion of the IDEB building.

Pointing out role of diploma engineers in country's progress, the prime minister said, diploma engineers implement about 85 percent of the development and productive works at field level. "They play the major role in constructing roads, bridges, culverts, educational institutions, housing, different installations and mills and factories," she said.
"So quality of works and proper use of public property depend on your skill and honesty," she said urging the diploma engineers to ensure proper implementation of the development projects with public money.

She said the country would have witnessed much better development if the money allocated for every project are spent properly. "I want your sincerity and cooperation in this regard," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has already decided to set up special economic zone in every division. "We have already earmarked land for construction of the zones where medium and small industries would be given priority to create employment opportunities for youths," she said.
Highlighting the projects implemented for infrastructural development of the country during the present tenure of her government, Sheikh Hasina said the government is striving for putting in place a better communication system to accelerate pace of development. 

She said, "Bangladesh is one of the countries with high population density. To fulfill the basic needs of people of 16 crore people, we need to ensure proper and sustainable use of our resources."

Unplanned construction of housings, roads and installations is causing destruction of about one lakh hectares of arable land every year. So we have to take urgent plan on the issue. We have to encourage people to develop their villages in a planned manner side by side with taking plan for planned urbanization, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said she believes there is no best resource in the world other than skill work force. "In view of this, the government has undertaken massive programmes in the areas of science and technology and vocational education to turn the huge population into human resources," she said.
About the demands of the diploma engineers to resolve their professional problems, Sheikh Hasina said the committees constituted in this regard by the education and public works ministries, have submitted their reports to the government. "The government is actively considering the recommendations," she said.

#

December 24, 2012

Govt wants to build a non-communal society: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government wants to build a non-communal society where religious freedom of the people of all faiths would exist.

"It is our aim that people of all faiths would practice their respective religions independently and that is why, our slogan is--religion whose whose, but festivals belong to all," she said.

The Prime Minister said this when the leaders of Bangladesh Christian Association (BCA) called on her at her Ganobhaban residence here this evening on the occasion of the holy X-Mass Day tomorrow.

Sheikh Hasina called upon the people irrespective of religion, caste and creed to devote themselves to the welfare of the nation. "Let us come to build together a developed and prosperous nation."

She said her party is doing politics for the welfare of the people and to serve them. "We are serving the people through politics," she said.

The Prime Minister also sought cooperation of the members of the Christian community to build a hunger and poverty free Bangladesh. "We want that people would lead a happy and prosperous life and they would be enlightened through education," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also highlighted her government tremendous successes in different fields including agriculture, education, health and economy. "Our aim is to ensure the basic needs of the people including education, healthcare and housing and we are working hard to achieve this goal," she added.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has already fulfilled most of the demands of the Christian community.
Referring to the establishment of Christian Religion Welfare Trust by her government, the Prime Minister called upon the members of the Christian community to raise fund for the trust in their own initiative.

With BCA President and State Minister for Social Welfare Advocate Promod Mankin in the chair, the function was also addressed, among others, by State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Shahjahan Mian, country's top religious leader of the Christian community Arch Bishop Patrick D' Rozario and BCA Secretary General Nirmal Rozario. 

Later, the Prime Minister cut a X-Mass Day cake in the presence of the members of the Christian community. Earlier, the BCA president and secretary general presented a X-Mass card to Sheikh Hasina.

#

December 26, 2012

PM urges new army cadets to live up to spirit of liberation war
CHITTAGONG: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the future leaders of Bangladesh armed forces to live up to the spirit of War of Liberation and remain alert about the misdeeds of the anti-liberation force against the country's independence and sovereignty.

"It's your sacred duty to protect the country's independence and sovereignty. So you have to live up to the spirit of the War of Liberation and remain alert against the misdeeds of the anti- liberation force," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing the President Parade marking the commissioning of the cadets of 67th BMA Long Course and 38th BMA Special Course at Bhatiyari here today.

Reiterating her government's commitment to build a smart, competent and modern armed forces, the Prime Minister said, "You have joined the Bangladesh Army with a commitment to serve the nation. Today you are going to step in broad service life and during the service you have to keep in mind that you are indivisible part of common masses. I hope that you will be partner of their all happiness and woes."

She added: "I hope you will always perform your duties selflessly and devote you for the causes of the country and people."

Ministers, PM's advisors, senior military and civil officials, chiefs of three services, diplomats and guardians of the newly commissioned cadets were present.

On arrival at the BMA parade ground, the Prime Minister was received by Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, GOC of Army Training and Doctrine Major General AKM Muzahid Uddin and Chittagong Area Commander and GOC of 24 Infantry Division Major General Sabbir Ahmed, and BMA Commandant Brigadier General Md Samsuzaman.

The prime minister reviewed the parade and took salute. She also distributed prizes among the best cadets.

Eighty-five cadets including 10 from Palestine got commission this year. Tarique Zubayer was adjudged as the best all round cadet and received Sword of Honour while Habibullah Khan received the gold medal of Chief of Army Staff for his outstanding achievement in military subject.


The Prime Minister said, anti liberation forces are out to thwart out our hard earned independence. "Defeated forces always hatch conspiracy against the victor. So I call upon all to remain vigil against any plot of anti-liberation forces to thwart our victory," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is a progressive, secular, developing and peace-loving nation. "Bangladesh has proved it at the national and international levels," she added.

She said as the contributor of highest number of troops in the UN peacekeeping missions, Bangladesh is playing an important role in keeping the world peace in right order, and at home her government has rooted out the terrorist and militancy which started to gain ground to label Bangladesh as a terrorist nation.

In this regard she pointed out the adoption of Bangladesh's Peace Model by 193 nations in the 67th UN General Assembly.

Pointing out the services of the members of the armed forces
at home and abroad, she said they are discharging their duties
with competence and professionalism. "You have to uphold the
goodwill of our armed forces," she said.

The Prime Minister said, Bangladesh Army has been playing laudable role in implementing the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) peace accord signed in 1997. The force is operating the machine tools factory efficiently.

Members of the armed forces are also showing their excellent performance in constructing road communications and infrastructure particularly in remote hill areas, resolve water
logging and traffic congestion in Dhaka.

They are also working excellent in implementing various important projects taken by the present government to accelerate country's development and people's welfare, she said.
Highlighting the country's progress in different areas particularly in the economic area, she said, "people remain in peace and happiness. But a section of people cannot accept it, so
they are cooking up conspiracy to dislodge peace from public.
#

December 27, 2012

PM opens Banani overpass

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated the much-awaited Banani overpass, saying that it has opened up a new horizon of tailback-free road communication in the capital.

"With the opening of the overpass, vehicles do not need to stop at Banani railcrossing, while gridlock would not be created up to Biswa Road or Mohakhali, saving the people from unexpected accidents," she told a function arranged on the occasion of the inauguration of the overpass.

The Prime Minister added that the overpass, the biggest in the country, would be a milestone for easy and time-saving communication of the people of the capital.

Held at the Banani Army Stadium, the function was also addressed, among others, by Communications Minister Obaidul Quader, Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, Communication Secretary MAN Siddique, Director General of Special Works Organization (West) of Bangladesh Army Brig Gen Abu Sayeed Mahmud.

Defence Adviser to the Prime Minister Maj Gen (retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddique was also present on the dais.

Cabinet ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, parliament members and high civil and military officials were also present on the occasion.
Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken massive programmes to build Dhaka as a traffic jam-free modern city. "Various initiatives including construction of flyovers, elevated expressway, commuter railway, underground tunnel, ring road and waterway around the city have already been taken under the Strategic Transport Plan (STD)," she said.

The Prime Minister said the construction work of Kuril Flyover, Jatrabari Flyover and Mirpur-Airport Flyover is now at the final stage. "These flyovers will be opened to traffic within couple of months," she added.

Sheikh Hasina said the plan for metro rail has been approved, while the tender process for Moghbazar-Malibagh Flyover has been completed.
The Prime Minister said beauty of Dhaka city would increase to a great extent with the implementation of Hatirjheel Coordinated Development Project and the development of roads adjacent to Dhanmondi Lake.

Sheikh Hasina said the Awami League government has been playing a pioneering role in the development of the country's communication system. "As per our election pledges, we are constructing bridges, roads and flyovers across the country," she said.

The Prime Minister said effective steps have been taken to raise navigability of the rivers after freeing them from encroachment. "A separate ministry has been constituted and a master plan is being implemented by giving importance to railway," she said.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina criticised the past BNP government for closing many rail routes in the country at the advice of the World Bank. "After assuming office this time, we have resumed that rail routes," she said.

She said the government has taken a multipurpose plan to upgrade Dhaka-Chittagong Highway and Dhaka- Mymensingh Highway to four lanes.

Thanking Bangladesh Army for completing the project smoothly, Sheikh Hasina said she had firm belief that they could be a successful partner of fulfilling the government commitments by performing their responsibility properly.

"Bangladesh Army has been playing an important role in the country's socio-economic development," she said hoping that the army would work with more devotion for further uplift of the nation The Prime Minister also thanked all other organisations including Communication Ministry, Roads and Highways Division and Dhaka Metropolitan Police which were involved in the infrastructural development of Banani overpass and link road. She agreed to construct four U-loops near Radisson Hotel and Banani on the Airport Road to further ease the traffic jam on the road.

The Prime Minister also highlighted her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, health, power, economy and ICT.

"Our aim is to build Bangladesh as a middle-income country by developing the living standard of the people and making them self-reliant," she said.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina opened the overpass unveiling its plaque and cutting ribbon.

Abdul Monem Ltd, a contractor firm, constructed the 804- metre-long Banani overpass at a cost of Taka 103 crore, while the Special Works Organisation (SWO) of the Bangladesh Army and the Roads and Highways Department and the Roads Division under the Communication Ministry implemented the project.


The construction of the 22.52 metre wide six-lane overpass began in January 25, 2011, under the Mirpur- Airport Road flyover and overpass project at Banani rail crossing, with a view to easing traffic congestion in the city, especially in the eastern part of the capital.
Official sources said the work of the overpass was supposed to end in June 2013. But its work was completed six months before the stipulated time.

The sources said the construction work of the link flyover between Mirpur and Airport Road is expected to be finished by March next.
#

December 27, 2012

PM urges BNP to read expectations of masses

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the leader of the opposition in parliament Begum Khaleda Zia to read expectations of the people and shun destructive politics to protect the war criminals and push the country back to post 2001 era.

"Try to understand what the aspirations of the people is. They don't want to go back to the era that the countrymen had witnessed after the 2001 elections," she said. 
Criticizing the opposition leader for her Wednesday's statement that 'snakes are more trustworthy than Awami League', the Prime Minister said, "Begum Zia is the real entertainer of snakes to whom killers of millions of people are good fellows".

The Prime Minister, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League was addressing the triennial council of Dhaka city unit of the party at the Suharawardy Uddyan here today.

Shiekh Hasina urged the party leaders to strengthen the Dhaka City unit of Awami League and get prepared to face any situation and foil the conspiracy of the anti-liberation force and their allies.

Awami League presidium member Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, general secretary Syed  Ashraful Islam, joint secretary Advocate Quamrul Islam and general secretary of Dhaka City unit Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya, Bir Bikram spoke among others on the occasion 
while acting president of the unit M A Azis was in the chair.

Earlier the prime minister inaugurated the council by releasing pigeons and balloons in the air.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, BNP always stands for the killers. Zia had protected the killers of Bangabandhu and usurped power through killing scores of Freedom Fighters. Zia also freed the war criminals from jail and rehabilitated them in politics, she said. 

"And his wife followed his footprints and called hartal on the day of pronouncement of the verdict against Bangabandhu's killers. She created room for the killers to sit in parliament through farcical elections on February 15, 1996," the PM said.

"Now BNP is out to protect the killers of millions of people in 1971 and making all efforts in this regard," she said adding "I want to make it clear that no efforts to foil the trial of the war criminals will be successful".

"The trial of the war criminals will go on and they will get punishment as they committed crimes against humanity," she said.
Urging the Dhaka City unit leaders of Awami League to strengthen the party at the grassroots level, Sheikh Hasina said, Bangabandhu could make possible the difficult task of independence because of a strong organization.

She also urged the party leaders to nourish the ideology ofsacrifice that Bangbandhu taught. "We have to nurture the ideology of Bangabandhu for socio-economic development of the people, establish an exploitation free society and ensure people's right to basic needs". 
"You have to remember that any thing great is possible to achieve only through sacrifices," she said.

The Prime Minister said, It's a misfortune for the people of the country that the anti-liberation forces time and again conspired against the very existence of the country. 

"Within three years of independence, they killed Bangabandhu and perpetrated the world's worst carnage. To be successful in their mission they killed four national leaders, and went on a killing spree against the Freedom Fighters," she said.

"And, in doing so, not only Zia, but also his wife was no less enthusiastic than him in destroying the spirit of the war of liberation and making the anti-liberation force powerful to ride the state power," Sheikh Hasina said.

Referring to some recent remarks of BNP leader against the Awami League, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, this kind of annoyance is not fair.

"Zia became the General of Bangladesh Army as Bangabandhu had created the force. Without independence led by Bangabandhu, Zia would have never been promoted to any higher post than a major," she said adding "Awami League had given him promotion."

Criticizing Begum Zia for her inertia about trial of the killers of her husband, the Prime Minister said, Begum Zia came to power two times. But she never initiated trial of the killers of her husband, rather took all advantages and privileges including homes, cars and money from the alleged killers.

Sheikh Hasina said, people of the country didn't forget the reign of terror unleashed by the four-party alliance from 2001 to 2006. Every house and family owned by Awami League bore the marks of injuries.

"We didn't forget it, but we don't believe in retaliation," she said the Awami League after sweeping the national elections in 2009 invested all time and efforts for the national development instead of going for any revenge.

The Prime Minister said the war crimes trial was an election manifesto of the 14-party combine. And we have embarked upon it to complete an unfinished task of Bangabandhu, she said.
Highlighting her government's success in the social and economic sectors, the Prime Minister said, the present government spared no person or organization found guilty for any political or financial irregularities.

"We have caught the Destiny and Halmark groups- the creation of Hawa Bhaban. The World Bank suspended its funding to communications sector for corruption during the BNP period," she said.

"We persuaded the World Bank to re-engage in our development work and later they agreed to finance the Padma Bridge," she said adding the government is duly taking steps against the 'allegation of corruption' in this project.

Sheikh Hasina availed the opportunity to disclose some of her government's plan for the development of Dhaka City saying under plan a number of projects would be implemented to expand education facilities, resolve water crisis, end traffic snarl as well as city's beautification. 

#

December 29, 2012

Democracy will run: PM says in AL council 
DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the countrymen to remain careful so that none can steal their hard earned right to franchise saying it's the duty of every citizen to safeguard their constitutional and democratic rights.

She said, "the country is now on the path of development due to democracy. But, a section of people who have avarice for power, but have no courage or competence to woo the public mind, are trying to play ducks and drakes."

The Prime Minister said, "Democracy will run and if people of Bangladesh lose their confidence in us, we will certainly bow to their verdict in the next election. It's our policy and ideology, " she said.

Sheikh Hasina, who is also the president of Bangladesh Awami League said this while inaugurating the 19th National Council of the Party at Suharawardy Uddyan here today.
The Prime Minister urged the grassroots leaders and workers of the Party to spread the message of Awami League to the commoners and motivate them to protect their constitutional and democratic rights. 

She also urged the party workers to remain careful about those who always take shelter under a ruling party to gain benefit or commit offenses. "There is no room for those people in Awami League, their association may bring harm for the party," she said.

Around 10,000 councilors and delegates from 74 organisational district units of the party, leaders and workers of front organisations, leaders of different political parties, diplomats, civil society members and a large number of party leaders and workers are attending the triennial council of the party.

The inaugural programmes of the council began with hoisting the national flag by the Prime Minister and party flag by general secretary Syed Ashraful Islam with playing the national anthem.

Presidents and general secretaries of the district units hoisted the party flag simultaneously. Later, the Prime Minister released pigeons and balloons in the sky.

Sheikh Hasina said, "the Awami League, a party of masses, is the oldest, biggest and most organised political platform of the country. Its popularity was proved time and again when people were allowed to exercise their franchise freely."

She said anti-liberation forces and a section of people who have given indulgence to the killers of Bangabandhu, derailed the country from the spirit of the war of liberation, are playing game with people's fate.
The Prime Minister urged the opposition party to keep aside the thinking of protecting the anti-liberation force and said, "Don't want to protect the criminals responsible for killing of millions, rape of mothers and sisters and torching homes. People of Bangladesh will never accept it."

She said, in line with our election commitment the present government has taken the initiative for war criminals' trial. But the main opposition is giving threat to dislodge the government from power aimed at protecting the war criminals. 

"I want to make it clear that the leaders and workers of Awami League and people of the country who have earned independence with huge sacrifices, would not bow down to any threat and certainly complete the trial of the war criminals," she said.

#

December 31, 2012

PM opens free distribution of textbooks

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today formally inaugurated the free distribution of textbooks among the students up to the secondary level.


The Prime Minister opened the free distribution of textbooks by handing over a set of books to one student of different classes up to secondary level under general, madrasa and technical education boards at a simple ceremony at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Primary and Mass Education Minister Dr Afsarul Amin, State Minister for Primary and Mass Education Motahar Hossain and State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Shajahan Mia were also present on the occasion.

Besides, Education Secretary Dr Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and concerned secretaries and chairmen of different educational boards were present.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister described education as the main tool for building a poverty-free Bangladesh and said her government is firmly committed to achieving the goal.

"A poverty-free developed nation is not possible without education," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said that the standard and quality of country's education has improved a lot after the government started distribution of free textbooks among the students up to secondary level.

"The guardians are now free from buying textbooks and they feel encouraged a lot to send their children to the school," she said.

She said that in 2013 a number of 3,68,86,172 students across the country up to secondary level will get the free textbooks on the first day of their academic year.

"Bangladesh has set an example in the world by distributing a huge number of textbooks among the students every year," she said.
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