January 1, 2013

PM urges businessmen, investors to further boost production, export

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the businessmen and investors to boost further production and export as well as create employment by utilizing the facilities offered by the government.


"You have enough contribution to Bangladesh's huge success in economy. So I congratulate you and urge you to raise further production and export as well as create employment by utilizing the facilities offered by the government," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while addressing the inaugural function of the 18th Dhaka International Trade Fair (DITF)-2013 at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC) at Sher-e- Bangla Nagar.


The Prime Minister said businessmen and investors of the country have achieved capabilities to compete in the world. "You are generating massive employment, ensuring facilities for the workers and assisting the government to run the country by paying duty and tax," she said.


Commerce Minister GM Quader, Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Commerce Ministry ABM Abul Kashem, Commerce Secretary Mahbub Ahmed, President of Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FBCCI) Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed and Vice-Chairman of Export Promotion Bureau Subhashish Bose also spoke on the occasion.


The Prime Minister also urged the businessmen and investors to give emphasis on product diversification to boost export as she assured them of necessary government support to this end.


"You have to find out new products, new markets and new countries to raise export and we would provide you necessary assistance to this end," she said.


Terming the present government as business-friendly, Sheikh Hasina said the government does not appear as businessmen rather it supports to boost trade and commerce. "We do not come to do business, we want to encourage business and investment in the country," she said.


The Prime Minister said her government have implemented two incentive packages and framed a time- befitting entrepreneurs- friendly industry policy. "The government has also identified 20 sectors as thrust sectors and special incentives are being given to invest in these sectors," she said


"We have taken initiatives to set up seven economic zones in the potential areas side by side with taking special measures to attract investment," she said adding that Bangladesh received 382 crore US dollar investment in the last four years.


The Prime Minister said new export market has been created, and the volume of the export has increased in many countries including Canada, Japan, India, South Korea, Australia, China, Mexico and Brazil. "The scope for duty- free export has been created in some countries, including China, India, Australia and South Korea," she added.


Sheikh Hasina said the export market witnessed 19 percent growth and it has jumped to 24.30 billion US dollars from 14 billion dollars in the last four years.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has given priority to agro- processing industries. "We are also giving special facilities to the export of agri products, and the country exported 40 crore dollar agri products in the last fiscal year," she mentioned.


The Prime Minister said the government has been making massive investment in physical infrastructure development. "Infrastructure is being also built through public-private partnership (PPP)," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said power generation has been increased to 6350 megawatt from 3200 MW as 52 power plants having capacity of 3750 MW were set up in the last four years. "The construction work of 27 power plants with capacity of 4927 MW is going on to meet the seven years' shortage and fresh demand of electricity," she said.


She said daily gas production has raised by 500 million cubic feet. More gas fields have been discovered, while initiatives have been taken to give block tender for oil and gas exploration in the Bay of Bengal.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh on an average clocked over 6.50 percent growth thanks to rise in economic activities. "Bangladesh is now the fifth leading country in achieving long- term growth and it is being seen in the Western world as the future growth engine," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said a record 14 billion US dollar remittance came to the country in2012, while foreign currency reserve enhanced to 13 billion dollars. About 80 lakh employments including five lakh in the public sector have been created in the last four years.

The Prime Minister said the government has made massive development in every socioeconomic sector including agriculture, education and health. Per capita income has been raised to 850 US dollars from 630 dollars and different local and foreign organizations are considering Bangladesh's this progress as a model.


Wishing the success of the trade fair, Sheikh Hasina said the DITF has been turned into an effective commercial exposition and its importance is increasing every year.

From the function, the Prime Minister greeted the countrymen on the occasion of the new English calendar year that began today.


She later inaugurated the fair by cutting ribbon and went round different pavilions and stalls.

Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) and Ministry of Commerce are jointly organizing the month-long fair.


A total of 30 companies from twelve countries are participating in this year's fair with Japan and Singapore as new entrance.


An array of local and international products will be displayed in 362 stalls of the show, which has 90 pavilions and 42 mini pavilions. The fair will remain open for the visitors from 10 am to 10 pm every day with an entry fee of Taka 20 for adult and Taka 10 for children.

January 2, 2013

PM opens Hatirjheel project for public

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated the Hatirjheel Integrated Development Project opening up a coordinated scheme for development of city's canals, natural environment, communication and beautification of the central part of the capital.


"It's a new year gift of our government for the citizens of the capital," she said opening up 8.80 kilometer service roads, eight kilometer expressway along with footpath, four bridges, three viaducts, four overpass for traffic under the project.


Addressing a function on the occasion at Gulshan point of the lake the Prime Minister said, her government is pledged bound to restore the lost glory of Dhaka, grown up bit by bit on the bank of the Buriganga.


"I hope that we will be able to make it livable for our next generation through our joint efforts and cooperation," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said her government could implement the project because of the mandate of the countrymen to her party in 2009 general election. Awami League always give priority to welfare of the people, fulfill the basic needs of people and create a dignified position of the country amidst world comity.


In this regard the Prime Minister called her critics for positive criticism of her the government saying the style of the criticism should not be creating frustration among people, rather find out the errors with objectivity.


Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Syed Ashraful Islam, state minister for housing and public works advocate Abdul Mannan Khan, AKM Rahmatullah MP, Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, MP, project director Brigadier General Abu Sayed M Masud and chairman of Rajuk Nurul Huda spoke among others on the occasion while public works secretary Dr KHandakar Showkat Hossain was in the chair.


Pointing out the salient feature of the project, the Prime Minister said under the project a east-west road, U-Loop, bridge and walkway were constructed and a number of roads on the both sides of the lake were connected with local roads making the communications system more easy for local people.


A modern sewerage network and drainage system was set up so that the water of the lake is not contaminated. The lake will now play a rucial role in ground water recharge, she said.

In the second phase of the project a 2500-seated biggest amphitheater of the country, viewing deck, water taxi terminal, foot bridges and cultural and management building would be constructed under the project.


Sheikh Hasina said soon after taking office in 2009 her government embarked upon the works to resolve the civic problems of the capital city. "In view of this, separate plans for development of Dhaka, regional cities and medium scale townships were prepared," she said.

Apart from resolving traffic problems, the plans include a coordinated actions addressing the multi-sectoral issues such as water logging, river pollution, unplanned urbanization, environmental pollution and housing and other civic amenities, she said.

Referring to the huddles including hard task of illegal eviction while implementing the around Taka 1,971 crore project, the Prime Minister said, this project manifested that together we can do any hard job.

The Prime Minister said overpass and connecting roads were constructed on the most important airport road at Banani level crossing. It's a landmark project implemented in Dhaka for easing the nagging traffic tailback.

Sheikh Hasina said flyovers, elevated expressway, commuter train service, underground tunnel and ring-road around the capital are being constructed in addition to creating waterway facilities around Dhaka under Strategic Transport Plan (STP).

She said for the first time in the country a GIS based Detailed Area Plan (DAP) was prepared for Dhaka to check unscrupulous destruction of the water bodies around the city. "Steps were also taken to prepare a DAP for 20 years from 2016," she said.
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