June 11, 2013

Democracy will persist in Bangladesh, PM tells Danish envoy

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asserted that democracy would persist in Bangladesh and none would go against the people's expectation of keeping the country on democratic track.

"People of the country are fascinated for democracy and they strongly support electoral process. So I don't think anybody will go against the public will," she said.

In a farewell meeting with outgoing Danish ambassador to Bangladesh Svend Olling at her office, the Prime Minister said, next election in Bangladesh will be held in the same way that is followed in other democracies.

She said all elections under the present government were held in a free, fair and neutral manner and the government is committed to hold the next general elections in the same way.

Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh and Denmark are enjoying good bilateral relations and working closely on different issues of mutual and international interests.

The Danish envoy lauded the long-term vision of the Prime Minister to build Bangladesh as a happy and prosperous nation. He particularly praised the PM's efforts to restore peace in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) and signing of the CHT peace accord.

The envoy said his country is keen to invest in various sector including power and shipbuilding.

Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, PMO secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present.

Later, outgoing ambassador of Qatar Abdul Rahman Yousuf made a farewell call on the Prime Minister.

In the meeting, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh attaches importance to its relation with Qatar and look forward to further deepening the relation. She invited Qatar to invest in the sectors like power, civil aviation, healthcare, garments, pharmaceuticals and export oriented sectors.
June 10, 2013

PM pays tributes to Bangabandhu

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today paid rich tributes to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by placing wreaths at his mazar here.
After placing the wreaths, the Prime Minister stood in solemn silence for some time as a mark of respect to the memory of the great leader.

Sheikh Hasina also offered Fateha.
A munajat was offered seeking eternal peace of the departed soul of Bangabandhu and other martyrs of the August 15 carnage.

Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin, AL Religious Affairs Secretary Sheikh Md Abdullah, PM's Military Secretary Major General Mia Mohammad Joynul Abedin, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and Special Assistant (media) Mabubul Hoque Shakil, among others, were present.

June 8, 2013

State power to be changed through uninterrupted democratic process: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said state power would be changed through uninterrupted democratic process and upholding the constitution and none would be  allowed to play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people.

"In the past, state power was changed through killing and coups as well as various conspiracies. But now, the state power would be changed through uninterrupted democratic process and upholding the constitution," she said.

She said opportunity has come to start this process in Bangladesh, then uninterrupted democracy would continue and the country will witness more socioeconomic progress. 

The Prime Minister again said that the next elections would be held in the way the nations having parliamentary democracy stage polls.

She also categorically said that the next elections will be free, neutral and fair and the constitutional process will be followed for uninterrupted democratic process.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Shariatpur district unit of her party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

About the submission of adjournment motion of the opposition BNP in Parliament and later its withdrawal, she said that BNP did this as they don't want to hold the dialogue.

She mentioned that the BNP thought that the ruling party would not accept the adjournment motion for discussion, but they (AL) accepted it in the Business Advisory Committee (BAC) meeting of Jatiya Sangsad.

"After that we heard that BNP withdrew their adjournment motion," she added.
The Prime Minister said that the government wanted to hold the dialogue, but the opposition does not want that. "By the withdrawal of the adjournment motion, BNP has proved that they don't want the dialogue," she said.

Deputy Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad Shawkat Ali, AL Presidium Members Kazi Zafarullah and Satish Chandra Roy, PM's Advisor Dr Alauddin Ahmed, Joint Secretaries Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif, Organizing Secretary BM Mozammel Haque, MP, Labour Affairs Secretary Habibur Rahman Siraj, Office Secretary Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan and central leader Enamul Haque Shameem, among others, were present at the meeting.

AL Organizing Secretary Ahmad Hossain conducted the view-exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.

The office-bearers of Shariatpur district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Shariatpur District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister said the actors of the 'minus two' formula during the army-backed caretaker government are still active and their desire to go to power is yet to end.

"Their conspiracies are on and those would continue. So the people will have to remain alert about their plot," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the actors of 'minus two' formula have a great desire to go to power but don't have the courage to go to the people for vote.

"These people always want to create an unstable situation in the country to get share of some power from those whether it is military dictator or unelected government," she said.


Trashing the critics of the proposed budget who described it (the budget) as highly ambitious, the Prime Minister said "yes the budget is highly ambitious."

"Of course we have high ambition to change the fate of the country, if we could not change the lot of the people what is the reason for our politics, why we are doing politics," she said.

She said that the government is striving hard to improve the condition of the people of the country. "We will do everything what is necessary to improve the living standard of the people and make their life beautiful," she said.

The Prime Minister said the aim of the government is to turn Bangladesh a middle-income country by 2021 by freeing it from the curse of hunger and poverty. "We want that the people will stand on their own feet," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the government would use its limited resources properly so that people of the country can stand on their own feet with keeping their heads high.

Criticizing a section of intellectuals, she said that these people don't like anything. "They see everything wrong whatever good things the government does," she said.
The Prime Minister said these intellectuals are giving advices that the government has to depend on the revenue collection to implement the budget.

"Of course we have to depend on the revenue collection. We want to build the country depending on the revenue collection. Would we go door to door with holding the bags of alms in our hands," she questioned.

About the construction of the much-awaited Padma Bridge, Sheikh Hasina said a vestedquarter always hatched conspiracy against the construction of the bridge.

She said that the donors refused to disburse the fund saying that there was 'conspiracy of corruption' where they did not release a single penny.

The Prime Minister said the government spent Taka 1,500 crore for land acquisition and rehabilitation of the affected families. "But none could raise any allegation about the works," she said.

She said the government will construct the bridge at Mawa-Janjira point with its own funding. "For that we gave allocation from the budget and the international tender for the construction of the bridge will be floated at the end of this month," she added.

Sheikh Hasina said the government will at least start the construction of the bridge during its tenure. "If we voted to power again in the next election, we will complete the job in a faster way," she said.

About the destructive acts of the BNP-led opposition, the Prime Minister said they are unleashing violent acts in the country to protect war criminals.

She said Khaleda Zia would not be able to save the 1971 culprits from the trial as it is a demand of the nation and AL's commitment. "We are fulfilling the demand of the nation and we would also fulfill in future," she said.

The Prime Minister urged the people of the country to be vocal against the misdeeds of the opposition.

Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security and women empowerment. 

"When Awami League comes to power, the people get something, but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.

She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level so that the party could come in power again through the next general election.

June 8, 2013

PM receives Rotary Peace Award

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today received the Rotary Peace Award-2013 urging the Rotarians to take more coordinated initiatives for peace and development. 

"As the world is now fully engaged with sustainable development, I believe that expected development is possible only through ensuring global peace," she said. 

Rotary International District 3280 conferred the Rotary Peace Award-2013 on Sheikh Hasina for her untiring services for the cause of common masses and peace marking the Platinum Jubilee of the organization. 

Receiving the award at a function at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, the Prime Minister said lasting peace is the foremost requisite for sustainable development to free the world from poverty and hunger.

"Eradication of poverty and hunger, reduction of inequality, mitigation of deprivation, inclusion of excluded people, acceleration of human development and elimination of terrorism are the mutually multipliers to reinforce world peace," she said.

The Prime Minister lauded the role of Rotary in the polio eradication programme in Bangladesh.

Past Rotary International Governor and former Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand Bhichai Rattakul, Past District Rotary Governor Iftekharul Alam and Rotary District Governor Isteaque A Zaman spoke, among others, on the occasion.

Rotary International was founded with a spirit to render humanitarian services to the people and promote global peace, she said adding now over 1.2 million rich Rotarians are extending services to the mankind across the world.

In this regard, Sheikh Hasina mentioned the lifelong struggle of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to realize the socioeconomic and political rights of the common people.
"Bangabandhu, an indomitable leader of the oppressed people, fought throughout his life for establishing peace, tranquility, friendship, freedom and democracy," she said.

Despite liberating the country through a bloody war, Bangabandhu propagated his dictum 'Friendship towards all, malice to none', for peaceful coexistence to establish a lasting peace, the Prime Minister, eldest daughter of Bangabandhu, said.

"We are following the footprint of Father of the Nation and putting in relentless efforts for global peace," she said adding as a political leader she is pursuing the leaders and workers of her party to follow the peaceful path for restoring rights of the people.

"Out of the belief that development and peace is interlinked, I have placed "People' Empowerment and Development Model" in the UN General Assembly in 2011 for global peace, which was unanimously accepted by 193 member states of the United Nations last year," she said.
The Prime Minister extended her sincere thanks to Rotary International for honouring her with the award and said it is a great honour for her and people of the country as well. "It will inspire us to work for peace at home and abroad," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said her government has given top priority to poverty alleviation and overall development of the villages. "Each and every village is now the focal point of development and contributing to the national economy," she said.

Poverty is reducing rapidly in Bangladesh and per capita income and purchasing capacity of the people are improving, she said adding "Better healthcare services through community clinics and ICT services at Union Information and Service Centres have made the life of rural people more easy and comfortable."

Sheikh Hasina said her government has embarked upon massive work across the country in various sectors. "The government has ensured food and nutrition security of the poor and low-income people," she added.

She said democracy has been consolidated and priority has been attached to maintain communal harmony. "The war criminals were brought to justice to establish peace in the society," she said.

She hoped that the Rotarians would actively take part in the government's initiatives for welfare and development of the people and the country. "Rotarians can render their services for the education and humanitarian causes in coordination with the government to ensure optimum benefits to the people," she said.

The Prime Minister requested the Rotarians to nourish the spirit of the Liberation War and work together with the government to build a poverty and hunger-free prosperous Bangladesh by 2021.

June 7, 2013

PM pays tributes to Bangabandhu on Six-Point Day

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina this morning paid rich tributes to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by placing a wreath at his portrait in front of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at Dhanmondi in the city on the occasion of the historic Six-Point Demand Day. 

After laying the wreath, the Prime Minister stood in solemn silence for sometime as a mark of respect to the memory of Bangabandhu, the architect of independence.

Flanked by senior Awami League leaders, Sheikh Hasina placed another wreath at Bangabandhu's portrait as the party chief.

AL Advisory Council Members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, Presidium Members Satish Chandra Roy and Advocate Sahara Khatun, General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, Environment and Forest Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, State Minister for Law Advocate Qamrul Islam and AL Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif were also present, among others.

Later, associate bodies of Bangladesh Awami League including Dhaka city AL, Chhatra League, Jubo League, Sramik League, Krishak League, Mohila Awami Laegue and Sechchhasebak League placed wreaths at the portrait of Bangabandhu marking the historic occasion.

On this day in 1966, Bangabandhu launched a massive movement against the misrule of the Pakistanis on the basis of the Six- Point Demand, the Magna Carta of the Bangalees, demanding autonomy for the then East Pakistan. 

Eleven people, including Manu Mian, Shafique and Shamsul Haque, were gunned down by the police and paramilitary EPR on the day in Dhaka and Narayanganj during a hartal, called for the release of Bangabandhu and other leaders detained for launching the Six- Point Movement.

June 6, 2013

Govt will not deviate from neutrality in next poll: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the process of holding the general election under a political government should begin in the country for continuation of democracy and preserving of the voting rights of the people.

She urged the BNP to abandon the path of demonstration and come forward to make the parliamentary democracy sustainable and ensure voting rights of the people.

"Next election will be held in a free, fair and neutral manner as it is held universally-accepted democratic system in other countries," she said adding there will be no deviation from this.
The Prime Minister was addressing a discussion marking the historic Six-point Day at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina said, the BNP can not say that neutral election is not possible under the Awami League government as the government never interfered to any election to overturn the result.

Rather, the government, out of its firm commitment to democracy, has taken steps in many local government elections for early oath of the BNP winners who secured victory defeating Awami League candidates, she said.

Over 6450 polls were held and 63,194 candidates were elected in the country over the last four and a half years under the Awami League government. None could raise any question about the fairness of the election, she said.

Criticizing the BNP for withdrawal of the 'adjourned motion' in the parliament for discussion on interim government, the Prime Minister said by doing that BNP has cheated with the nation.

"BNP has closed the door of dialogue on interim government through withdrawing the proposal whereas we had taken decision in the parliamentary advisory committee to discuss the issue," the Prime Minister said.
Deputy Leader of Jatiya Sangsad and Awami League Presidium member Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury presided over the discussion meeting organized by Bangladesh Awami League (AL) central committee.

General Secretary of Bangladesh Awami League Syed Ashraful Islam, presidium members Sahara Khatun and Nuh Alam Lenin, Joint General Secretary Mahbub Ul Alam Hanif, joint secretary and Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Vice-Chancellor of the National University Professor Harun ar Rashid, labour and employment affairs secretary of Awami League Habibur Rahman Siraj and Shimin Hossain Rimi, MP, among others, took part in the discussion.

Paying her rich tributes to the martyrs of six-point movement in 1966 and afterwards, the Prime Minister said, the six-point was the blueprint for independence. Bangabandhu inspired the nation for freedom through the six-point demand, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the Bengali people have achieved everything through immense struggle and sacrifice. It was historically important that Bangabandhu decided to reveal his six-point demand in Lahore and prepared the nation from struggle of freedom.
The Prime Minister said, people of Bangladesh could not know the real history of the nation for 21 years as the defeated force of 1971 captured the power after association of Bangabandhu in 1975. 

Sheikh Hasina said, the ghosts of the defeated force of 1971 are still active in the country's politics. They don't want people of the country remain in peace and well-off.

But the people of Bangladesh always thwarted their conspiracy and they foiled the conspiracy of keeping the democracy in abeyance by a section of so-called civil society members backed by military in 2007, she said.

Highlighting the successes of the present government in socio-economic sectors, the Prime Minister said, the present government has recovered the country's economy from fragile situation.

Amidst global economic meltdown, Bangladesh has showed its efficacy in increasing per-capita income, foreign exchange reserve, power generation, build up food security and social safety net, she said.

"In spite of that, they tried their best to harm our reputation," Sheikh Hasina said pointing out the allegation of corruption on Padma Bridge project.

Pointing out the 2013-2014 fiscal year budget, she said, the government has the ability of implementing the big size budget. Since our first budget, our critics are questioning about our capacity to implement the budget.

"But in the last four years we have proved our capacity of implementing the budget and 92 to 93 percent annual development programme (ADP) through efficient management and sincere service," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said, "We should be depended on own income if we don't want to beg to foreign countries. In the last four years, we realized highest revenue without giving pressure on any section of people, she said, adding, our goal is to carry out the country's development and earn more revenue in this purpose."

The Prime Minister said, a section of people want to play duck and drake with the fate of people. The movement of Hefajat is actually the game of BNP and Jamaat, she said, adding that they are now in a deadly game to defaming the religion, mosques and religious faith.
Sheikh Hasina said, while BNP was in power they didn't take any step for development of the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque. "As we have renovated the mosque and its minar, BNP and Jamaat are out to use the mosque for their political purpose. They even preventing the Imam of the mosque to conduct prayers," she said.

In this regard, the Prime Minister said, the persons who are responsible for destroying holiness of the mosques, demeaning the Islam and gutting copies of the holy Quran, should not be pardoned.
June 6, 2013

Next polls to be held under interim govt: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today again said that the next election will be held under the interim government as per the constitution after completing the tenure of the 9th parliament. 

While presiding over a meeting of the Awami League Parliamentary Party (ALPP) at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, she also hinted that October 25 could be the last working day of the current parliament.

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, directed the treasury bench members to act responsibly so that the opposition lawmakers could stay in the House.
"Don't use aggressive words towards the opposition lawmakers," she said, adding that the ruling party lawmakers should talk logically.

She directed the lawmakers, including the reserved women seat members, to go to their respective constituencies and work for the welfare of the people. The Prime Minister also told the lawmakers to reduce their gap with the local AL leaders and activities. 

The meeting that lasted for one hour discussed various issues including the next JS elections.

June 5, 2013

Families of more 167 Savar victims get cheques from PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today distributed cheques of financial assistance to more families of garment workers died in recent building collapse incident in Savar.

The Prime Minister disbursed the cheques of financial assistance among family members of 167 victims of the tragic incident at a function at her office here today.

So far a total of 452 families of Savar victims received financial assistance of Taka 10 to 15 lakh from the Prime Minister, PM's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad said. 

The Prime Minister also handed over wheel chairs among four critically injured garments workers. The injured workers would also get Taka 10 lakh to 15 lakh each depending on the gravity of their injuries and needs from PM's relief and welfare fund.

Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak, president of BGMEA Atiqul Islam, PMO secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman and senior officials of PMO were present. PM's assistant private secretary Sifuzzaman Sikhor conducted the function.

Meanwhile, more organizations and individuals handed over cheques of financial assistance to the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund for the Savar building collapse victims and their families.

Today the Prime Minister received cheques of donation from 15 organizations and individuals. 

Officials of the President's office and Water Resources Ministry donated their one day salary to the PM's relief fund.

Water Resources Minister Ramesh C Sen, state minister Mahbubur Rahman and secretary Sheikh Altaf Ali handed over the cheque of one-day salary of the officials of the ministry and departments under the ministry to the Prime Minister. 

A team of Dhaka Bar Association led by president Kazi M Nazibullah Hiru and General Secretary Mohammad Khorshed Mia Alam gave cheque of the donation of 22,000 members of the bar to the Prime Minister.

Chairman of Bangladesh Insurance Association Sheikh Kabir Hossain handed over a cheque of the association to the Prime Minister.

Other organization and individuals handed over cheques to the PM's relief fund are- Momtaj Faruk, ex-student association of Adamjee Cantonment School and College, American International University Bangladesh, Dhaka Cantonment Girls School and College, Roads and Highways Diploma Engineers Association, Abdul Salam Chowdhury, Mahmudun Nabi Baki, Patuakhali Polytechnic Institute, USA Awami League, Plastic Goods Manufacturers Association, chairman of Mirpur Bangabandhu College M A Hannan and Ansar Ali Mridha of Bogra Awami League.

June 5, 2013

Plant trees, protect environment: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has sought cooperation of all to stop felling trees beside roads and highways during political agitation and any sort of harmful activities against the nature.

"Please plant trees wherever you can to protect environment. We want to create a green nature which is most important for our food security, nutrition, health and happiness," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the programme of the World Environment Day, three-month-long National Tree Plantation Campaign and month-long Tree Fair-2013 at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here today.

Sheikh Hasina urged all to put in their efforts for conservation of water bodies saying no housing or industrial projects without ponds or lakes would get government approval.

The Prime Minister lambasted BNP-Jammat and Hefajat-e-Islami for indiscriminate cutting of trees particularly from road dividers during their recent political agitation in the capital and other parts of the country. 

"All persons responsible for the offence should be brought to legal action under the Environment Act, she said adding the trees were planted while Awami League was in power from 1996 to 2001 aimed at improving environment of urban areas. 

"To heal the wound, she said, now I urge the destroyers of the trees to engage themselves in tree plantation programme in this national tree plantation month," she said.

Minister for Environment and Forests Dr Hasan Mahmud presided over the function organized by Ministry of Environment and Forests. Secretary of the ministry M Shafiqul Rahman Patwari, Director General of Department of Environment GolamRabbani and Chief Conservator of Forests Yunus Ali spoke among others on the occasion.

The World Environment Day is being observed across the country as elsewhere in the world with the UN theme 'Think. Eat.Save'. While National Tree Plantation Campaign is being observed with the theme 'Gaach lagiye bhorabo desh, toiree korbo sukher poribesh' (let's fill the country with tree to build a nice environment).

The Prime Minister reiterated her call to every citizen to plant at least three saplings - one of fruit, one of herbal and other of timber - during the rainy season and help nurture the mother earth. 

To protect the nature, she urged every individual and entity to plant trees in and around all open spaces, homesteads, barren lands, across the roads and rail lines, embankments and newly surfaced chars.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has attached utmost importance to environment protection while implementing development projects. She said the previous government had planned to develop housing projects at Hatirjeel.

"But we didn't allow it making the area a scenic center of the capital through improvement of its surrounding environment," she said. 

The Prime Minister said, the government has taken effective measures for city's waste management. Setting up of effluent treatment plant (ETP) has been completed, she said.
On the occasion, the Prime Minister distributed National Environment Award, Bangabandhu Award for Wildlife Conservation and PM's special award for tree plantation. 

This year, three persons were awarded the National Environment Award and three others were given Bangabandhu Award for Wildlife Conservation in different categories. PM's special award for tree plantation were given to 30 persons and organizations.

The PM also unveiled a commemorative stamp on World Environment Day 2012.

Referring to the government plan for extensive afforestation in the coastal areas to face climate change impacts and environment protection, she said. "Forest conservation helped adding around 1200 square kilometres of new areas with country's mainland." 

Listing her government's initiatives for protection of environment, she said new laws were framed to protect environment with strict enforcement of laws. 

Land encroachment in the name of real estate business has been stopped and effective measures were taken for protection of hills, rivers, water bodies and zoological and botanical species, she said. 

She said one agreement and one protocol were signed with India for conservation of tigers in the Sundarbans and its ecosystem. A project titled 'Strengthening Regional Cooperation for Wildlife Protection' was undertaken with Nepal, India and Bhutan, she said. 

The Prime Minister said the social afforestation has put an impetus in making the country green. In 2012, she said, around 12 crore saplings were produced under public and private initiatives, she said.

She said the government has allocated around Taka 2,500 crore from its own resources to Climate Change Trust Fund while a resilience fund has been created with the assistance of the development partners.

She congratulated persons and organizations who received awards this year for conservation of nature, wildlife and protection of environment and cheque receivers of the social afforestation programme.

June 4, 2013

Next polls to be held in manner democratic countries follow: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her firm determination that the next general elections would be held in such a manner which is followed by the nations having parliamentary democracy including the United Kingdom. 

The Prime Minister expressed this view when visiting British Minister of State for International Development (DFID) Alan Duncan called on her at her office here this morning.
After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters about the outcome of the meeting.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has strengthened the election commission to stand democracy on a solid foundation.

In this connection, she mentioned the appointment of election commissioners including the CEC through a search committee by late President M Zillur Rahman. 

She also pointing to the holding of over 5,600 elections in a free, fair, neutral and peaceful manner in the last four and a half years without any intervention from the ruling party. 

Referring to the synchronized bomb blasts at 500 places in 63 districts and grenade attack on British High Commissioner Anwar Chowdhury during the rule of the past previous BNP- Jamaat government, the Prime Minister said her government contained militancy and terrorism with iron hand in the last four and a half years.
 
She said her government is determined to bring major improvement in the social, economic, and political life of the common people. 

The government also put special emphasis on mass literacy and education, development of agriculture, transport and energy sectors and human resources, she added. 

The Prime Minister said her government reached the healthcare services to the doorsteps of the common people through community clinics and is providing free textbooks up to secondary level to spread education. 

Besides, she said Prime Minister's Education Assistance Trust Fund with Taka 1000 crore seed money has been constituted to help the poor and meritorious students to continue their study up to the degree level. 
She referred to Vision 2021 of her government setting up a goal to transform Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021.

Sheikh Hasina requested the British investors to take the advantage of investment - friendly climate and trainable, competitive work force of Bangladesh for channeling greater FDI into Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister appreciated the UK government for supporting the efforts of Bangladesh to bring those responsible for committing atrocities during the 1971 War of Liberation to justice. 
Terming the UK as one of the major economic and trade partners of Bangladesh, the Prime Minister appreciated the duty and quota-free access of Bangladeshi products to the EU markets and hoped that the UK will support LDC-friendly 'Rules of Origin' requirements.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid- Uz- Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were also present .
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