May 30, 2013

BNP-Jamaat killing AL men in planned way: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said BNP-Jamaat is engaged in the killing of leaders and workers of Bangladesh Awami League and its associate bodies to create an unstable situation in the country.


In this connection, the Prime Minister criticized the role of some newspapers, saying that those newspapers are trying to brand the leaders and workers of the Awami League and its associate organizations who are being killed by BNP-Jamaat cadres as terrorists.

 
"The terrorists of BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami are killing the leaders and workers of Bangladesh Awami League and its associate bodies in a planned way to create an unstable situation in the country. And some newspapers are trying to brand the victims as terrorists," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, added that through these killings the BNP-Jamaat is trying to return to power.


She said this in her introductory speech at a view- exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of Madaripur district unit of her party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.


AL Presidium Member and Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, PM's Advisor Dr Alauddin Ahmed, Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, AL Joint Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif and AL Organizing Secretaries AFM Bahuddin Nasim, Khaild Mahmud Chowdhury and BM Mozammel, Labour Affairs Secretary Habibur Rahman Siraj, Information and Research Secretary Advocate Afzal Hossain, Office Secretary Abdul Mannan Khan and Noor-e-Alam Liton Chowdhury were present, among others. 

AL Organizing Secretary Ahmad Hossain conducted the view- exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.

 
The office-bearers of Madaripur district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Madaripur District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister called upon leaders and workers of Awami League and others who believe in the spirit of the Liberation War to be united so that 1/11 does not come again in Bangladesh and none could capture the state power unconstitutionally.


"The leaders and workers of the party will have to remain more vigil so that none could play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina urged the countrymen to remain alert so that the plunderers, money launderers and militants do not come to power.


She expressed her firm determination to build Bangladesh, which earned independence in exchange for the blood of three million martyrs, in the spirit of the War of Liberation.

"We want to build Bangladesh as a middle income country by 2021 and we have firm belief that we could achieve the goal," she said.


Criticizing the Leader of the Opposition for her role in unleashing violent acts in the name of movement, the Prime Minister said, BNP leader joining hand with Jamaat-Shibir and Hefazat-e-Islam wanted to destabilize the country through various ways.


She said BNP-Jamaat elements are killing people and cutting thousands of trees in the name of movement. 


"But they are not getting any response from the people and I want to know from the opposition leader that what offences the trees did?" she said.


In this context, she mentioned that BNP and Jamaat activists along with Hefazat followers burnt hundreds of copies of the holy Quran on May 5 adding that such heinous crime never happened in the past. 


Sheikh Hasina called upon the countrymen to resist those who are cheating with the common people in the name of Islam. 


She said, with the patronization of the BNP Leader, her party and Jamaat-Shibir activists began vandalism by setting fire to buses, trains and killing innocent people including bus and CNG drivers.


In this regard, she mentioned that when people remain in peace and happiness in a democratic environment, leader of opposition and her allies began conspiracy to destabilize the country. 

Ruling out the opposition's demands, Sheikh Hasina said there is no logic of their demands and movement.


About the next general elections, the Awami League President said it would be held on time as per the constitutional process following the parliamentary democratic system existing around the world.


"Many experiments were carried out about the elections in the past. But I want to make it clear that the next election would be held in the way the countries having democratic system stage polls," she said.
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Govt makes arrangement for better treatment of Savar victims

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government has made necessary arrangement for better treatment of the injured garment workers of Savar building collapse along with providing financial assistance to the family members of dead and wounded workers.


The Prime Minister said this after distributing cheques for financial assistance from her Relief and Welfare Fund among the family members of 125 victims of Rana Plaza collapse in the third phase at her office here this morning.

 
Sheikh Hasina said, as per the suggestions of the physicians, some of the seriously wounded workers would be sent abroad including Thailand and Singapore for better treatment.


The Prime Minister said arrangements have already been made to meet the cost of treatment of the injured at various hospitals in the country.

She asked the BGMEA leaders to take necessary measures to provide financial assistance to the family members of the victims from their organization.


BGMEA President Atiqul Islam informed the Prime Minister that they had already paid Taka 6 crore as one month salary of the workers of Rana Plaza garment factories and provided the treatment cost of the wounded.


In some cases, the cheques were distributed among more than one members of a family as per the directives of the Prime Minister to ensure that all the deserving members of a victim's family are benefited.


Later, different organizations including the Industries Ministry, Communications Ministry, Cabinet Division and financial institutions and individuals handed over cheques for financial assistance to the Relief and Welfare Fund of the Prime Minister for Savar victims.Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina received the cheques for donation from Industries Minister Dilip Barua, Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan, Bangladesh Bank Governor Dr Atiur Rahman, Road Division Secretary M A N Siddique and the representatives of various organizations. 


PM's Adviser HT Imam, Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, among others, were present on the occasion.


Earlier, Madhumati Bank Limited handed over 100 wheelchairs to the Prime Minister for the victims of Rana Plaza in Savar.


The Prime Minister in the first and second phases provided financial assistance to 221 families of the Savar tragedy victims from her Relief and Welfare Fund.

May 29, 2013
PM urges local nuclear engineers to improve management skill

Putting emphasis on developing local competency in all areas, including nuclear reactor management, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged local nuclear engineers and related manpower to improve their management skill and update the knowledge.

"You will have to take the total responsibility of the Rooppur nuclear power plant one day. So, please develop your capacity to take the responsibility," she said.

While inaugurating an international conference here on nuclear power, the Prime Minister said the government has a plan to set up another nuclear power plant in southern region if the Rooppur nuclear power plant in northern region becomes successful.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is committed to following the safety standards and other relevant guidance of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as well international good practices.

"For embarking on a nuclear power programme, our government has given top priority to develop an appropriate nuclear infrastructure based on the IAEA safety standards and other relevant guidance as well as international good practices," she said.

The two-day conference titled 'Nuclear Power: A Chance of Successful Economic and Socio-Political Development' has been jointly organized by the Ministry of Science and Technology and Russian State Atomic Energy Corporation - ROSATOM.

With State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafesh Osman in the chair, the inaugural function was also addressed by Russian Ambassador to Bangladesh Alexander A. Nikolaev, secretary of the ministry Md Rafiqul Islam and Chairman of Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission Abu Sayeed Mohammad Feroz.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has framed the Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Act, 2012 to strengthen national nuclear regulatory infrastructure to ensure safe and secure applications of nuclear techniques. 

"We have formed an independent nuclear regulatory authority called Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority," she said, adding the organization has been working with the close cooperation of ROSATOM and IAEA.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has been facing frequent natural disasters thanks to its geographical location and adverse impacts of climate change.

"We are focusing on this issue and make sure the foolproof safety of the nuclear power plant. We will never compromise on the safety issues," she said. 
The Prime Minister mentioned that during her bilateral consultation with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow in January she requested him for providing the safest and the latest reactors to Bangladesh. "He assured me in this regard," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said development of competent manpower for the management of radioactive waste and spent fuel and emergency preparedness to any accidents is imperative to nuclear power production.

"Russia will provide us technical support to developing local manpower for the operation and maintenance of the nuclear power plant. Russia has also agreed to take spent fuel of the nuclear reactors back to their country safely," she said.

Pointing to the establishment of a nuclear industry information centre in Dhaka by ROSATOM, the Prime Minister said it would create an opportunity for Bangladeshi people to be acquainted with the different aspects of nuclear power plant. 

"I hope ROSATOM will be able to start the activities of the centre soon," she said.

Terming electricity as an important component for the socioeconomic development of the country, Sheikh Hasina said the government has been giving priority to increasing electricity production since the assumption of office in January of 2009.

"During the period, the country's power generation capacity has been increased to 8,537 MW as 55 power stations with a total production capacity of 3,870 MW have been constructed," she said.

The Prime Minister said 32 power stations are under construction and another 6,344 MW of electricity would be added to the grid from these plants. Besides, tenders for constructing 21 more plants will be floated soon.

Sheikh Hasina said the government is encouraging the initiatives for renewable energy production and providing incentives to the suppliers and users. "It helped ensure the supply of electricity at the remote areas of the country," she said. 

The Prime Minister said 60 percent people of the country have come under electricity network as the government provided electricity connections to three million new subscribers. 

"We want to reach electricity to every village. In achieving the target, we have taken medium and long-term plans for increasing electricity production" she said.

As part of the plan, she said, the government has decided to construct nuclear power plant. "We signed an agreement with Russia to build the country's first-ever nuclear power plant in Rooppur of Pabna with a total production capacity of 2,000 MW in two units," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said Russia has a vast experience, expertise and modern technology in setting up of nuclear power plant. "Utilizing their technology and expertise, we have initiated to produce safe nuclear power," she added.

Wishing the success of the conference, the Prime Minister hoped that its outcome would greatly facilitate the shaping of our nuclear power programme in such a way that the people of Bangladesh will be beneficiary of the peaceful use of nuclear power technology. 
"I believe this conference will be marked as an important initiative not only to ensure nuclear safety but also to pave the way for socio-economic development of our people by using nuclear power," she said.
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Bangladesh firm to maintain global peace: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said Bangladesh is determined to continue its efforts to maintain global peace and security.

"Upholding the foreign policy enunciated by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, we are determined to continue our efforts to maintain global peace and security," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh has been maintaining warm diplomatic relations with friendly countries and pursuing every initiative undertaken by the United Nations in promoting global peace and stability.

She said the government has been making relentless efforts to send more peacekeepers in war-torn countries of the world. "Our participation in the newly-formed UN Peacekeeping Mission in Mali has already been confirmed," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a function on the occasion of the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this afternoon.

Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, who is the senior most peacekeeper, and UN Resident Coordinator Arthur Erken also spoke on the occasion, while Commandant of Bangladesh Institute of Peace Support and Training (BIPSOT) Brigadier General Anisuzzaman Bhuiyan and Director General (UN Desk) of the Foreign Ministry Sayeda Muna Tasneem jointly presented the keynote paper. 

Later, a documentary on the activities of Bangladesh in UN Peacekeeping Missions was screened.

Ministers, advisers, parliament members, chiefs of the three services, inspector general of police (IGP), diplomats and high civil and military officials were also present on the occasion.

At the outset of the function, one-minute silence was observed as a mark of respect to the memories of Bangladeshi peacekeepers who laid down their lives while performing their duties in different UN Peacekeeping Missions in the world.

Recalling the great contribution of Bangladeshi peacekeepers to establish peace in the world, the Prime Minister said the nation feels proud to be the highest contributor of peacekeepers in the UN Peacekeeping Missions.

"For us as a nation, today is a joyous day, a day of glory as the international community is admiring Bangladesh as a frontrunner in establishing global peace," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said Bangladeshi peacekeepers have greatly contributed to establishing peace in many war-torn areas of the world through hard work, professionalism, skill and discipline.

She said the members of the Armed Forces of Bangladesh and Bangladesh Police despite all risk of life are contributing to peacekeeping and peace building in the war-torn areas across the world.

"They have earned the trust and confidence of the people of those countries by working hard for enhancing the prestige of the motherland even at the risk of life," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh's participation in peacekeeping operations and in other multinational assignments has enhanced the country's image in the world forum.

"Our active participation in peacekeeping missions in one way has upheld our commitment to peace and on the other way has strengthened our diplomatic ties with economically-developed and militarily-powerful nations," she said.

She said out of 92,541 peacekeepers of 116 countries, 8,936 peacekeepers including 224 female peacekeepers are from Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister said the United Nations and all the peace- loving countries of the world have praised Bangladeshi peacekeepers for their dedication and competence. "They are also contributing to the country's economy by earning a substantial amount of foreign currency," she said.

In addition to their contribution to restoring global peace,she said, their role in nation building activities inside the country is definitely commendable. "I also solemnly recall the unfathomable contribution of the Armed Forces to our war of independence. I firmly believe that you will always remain vigilant at all times to respond to the causes of the motherland," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said future peacekeeping would be more competitive and challenging. "We have taken various steps and strengthened the capacity of the peacekeepers to face the future challenges squarely," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has procured modern equipment including fourth generation tank, double-engine helicopter, APC, SHORAD.

She said training facilities have been strengthened and it will help increase confidence and ability of Bangladeshi peacekeepers. "You should keep yourself updated regularly," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said: "The people of Bangladesh would always stay beside you. It is our expectations that you would establish Bangladesh as a strong peace- building nation in world and uphold its national flag."

Earlier, the Prime Minister handed over crests to the family members of two killed Bangladeshi peacekeepers and five injured Bangladeshi peacekeepers.
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Follow democratic norms, shun destructive politics: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the leader of the opposition to follow the democratic norms in politics shunning the politics of destruction, killing and arson.

"I want to make it clear that you cannot topple the government by killing people. As you are doing politics, you should maintain democratic norms," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a public meeting at Mawa Gole Chattar here this afternoon following inauguration of two rescue vessels of the BIWTA.

Sheikh Hasina said the leader of the opposition invited Hefajat and provided the Jamaat-Shibir activists with firearms to kill people and dislodge the 14-party alliance government. 

"Begum Zia issued a 48-hour ultimatum and told us to quit saying otherwise I won't even find a way to escape," she said, adding that the leader of the opposition is out to dislodge the present government to protect the war criminals.

"Begum Zia herself is now a pedestrian who lost her own way," the Prime Minister said, adding Awami League is a pro- people organization and it works for the people. So, there is no benefit in giving threat to that party," she said.

Sheikh Hasina thanked the leader of the opposition for fielding BNP candidates in all city corporation elections and said the party will come to "straight way" and join all future elections, including the parliamentary polls.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina thanked the people of Munshiganj for electing all three Awami League candidates in the 2008 general election and said Awami League liberated Bangladesh in 1971 and the party is making relentless efforts for building a prosperous and dignified nation.

But, those who captured power through assassination of Bangabandhu, four national leaders and freedom fighters, have played with the fate of the people of the country. 

She said, "In the past we have seen an election means a horrible situation and capture of vote centre during BNP regime. We had an experience in Munshiganj that the poll result was cancelled after victory of an Awami League candidate."

But, Awami League after taking office, the countrymen have regained their power of franchise. Around 6,000 elections were held at different levels in the country since 2009 without any trouble, she said adding Awami League has successfully established people's right to franchise.

Sheikh Hasina said a country cannot prosper without democracy. "Over the past four years of our government the country has witnessed tremendous success in every sector," she said.
She said, the Awami League was in power from 1996 to 2001, and at that time Bangladesh achieved self-reliance in food production and literacy rate was improved. Awami League introduced different allowances for the poor to bring them out of poverty.

But after change of power in 2001, BNP started unleashing torture and intimidation. "Even they perpetrated grenade attacks on me in broad day light killing many Awami League leaders including Ivy Rahman."

She said BNP killed Shah AMS Kibria and Ahsanullah Master and many others, and did not leave any barbarism ranging from looting fishes from ponds, forceful cutting of paddy from fields and occupying the homesteads of Awami League leaders and workers.
The Prime Minister said, BNP made the whole country a save haven of militants and terrorists. They exploded bombs in 500 places at a time across the country to terrorize the people, she said urging people to compare the era of Awami League with that of BNP.

She said, the Awami League government after taking office in 2009 has taken stern action against the militancy. People now can live in peace as the terrorists and militants were eliminated from the society, she said.

Pointing out the successes of her government in various sectors, the Prime Minister said, the country again attained food autarky and most of the economic indexes are now very positive. 

The present government has allowed the poor farmers to open bank accounts at only Taka 10 so that they can get the government agriculture subsidy and other financial support easily. It has helped stop corruption in this area, she said.

"BNP killed as many as 18 farmers as they demanded fertilizer. But, the present government has taken steps to reach fertilizer to the doorstep of the farmers," she said.

The Prime Minister said about 90 lakh people have got job in private and public sector during the tenure of the present government. 

About the development of Munshiganj, she said, the present government has embarked upon massive development works in Munshiganj including construction of roads, school, madrasa and mosques. Steps were taken for river protection dam and improvement of drainage system in the municipalities.

She said, a marine technology institute is being constructed in Munshiganj to facilitate local youths to have training.

Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated a 80.25 meter long guarder bridge on Shuleswari river at Hasaril Betka-Teghoria road, Bikrampur Museum and Cultural Center, Bikrampur Bouddha Bihar.

She also laid foundation of Rest House of the Bikrampur Museum and Cultural Center and Institute of Marine Technology.
The Prime Minister arrived here this afternoon to inaugurate two rescue vessels procured by Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA).

Chaired by Louhajang Upazila Awami League president Fakir M Abdul Hamid in the chair, the meeting was addressed, among others, by Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Joint Secretary of Awami League Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad Segufta Yasmin Emily, Sukumar Ranjan Ghosh, and Munshiganj Awami League president Mohiuddin Ahmed.
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Opposition to participate in next elections, hopes PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today hoped that the opposition would take part in the next Jatiya Sangsad elections like the upcoming city corporation polls. 

The Prime Minister expressed this hope when visiting US Under Secretary for Political Affairs Wendy R. Sherman called on the PM at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev said they discussed issues related to the next parliamentary polls in Bangladesh, US-Bangladesh relations, Rohingya refugee problem and Bangladesh's garment sector.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken all sorts of measures to further  strengthen democracy in the country. "We are trying hard to further strengthen democracy as we are committed to maintaining democratic process in the country," she said.

Mentioning that the Election Commission (EC) is working independently, Sheikh Hasina said the EC was constituted through a search committee by late President Zillur Rahman after discussion with all political parties.

"The government would never interfere in the activities of the EC," she said.

The Prime Minister said 5645 elections including 15 JS by- polls, city corporation, pourasabha, upazila and union parishad, were held in the last four and a half years of the present government. "All the polls were held in a free, fair and neutral manner and none could raise any question about the polls," she said. 

About the problems of the readymade garment sector, Sheikh Hasina said her government has increased the wages of the garment sector, while the work on formation of a separate wage board for the garment workers is underway. 

"The existing labour law is being amended as we are focusing on the welfare and safety issues of the garment workers," she said.

Sheikh Hasina invited US President Barack Obama to visit Bangladesh at a convenient time. 

In response, Sherman appreciated the democracy prevailing in Bangladesh. "We are very glad for democracy prevailing in Bangladesh," she said.

About the existing garment sector problems in Bangladesh, she said the United States had faced same problems in the last century and changed the situation through process of transformation.

"I think Bangladesh is going through the same process of transformation," she said.

The US under secretary mentioned that Bangladesh-US relations are strengthening and said Washington has included Bangladesh in all global initiatives-food security, climate change, relation build up with Muslim nations and climate change.

" The US is ready to expedite the activities of the climate forum of which Bangladesh is a partner," she said.
Sherman also highly eulogized Bangladesh's impressive successes in poverty alleviation, reduction of child and mother mortality rate and women empowerment.

About the Rohingya issue, Sherman hoped that the Myanmar authorities would create necessary conditions for the Rohingya refugees.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap and US Ambassador to Bangladesh Dan W Mozena were also present on the occasion.
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PM for strong, prudent army leadership for stable democracy

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh needs a well-disciplined and strong armed force under competent and prudent leadership to make its democracy stable.

"A well-disciplined and strong army can play supplementary role in consolidating and making the country's democracy stable," she said while inaugurating the Army Headquarters (AHQ) Selection Board-2013 at AHQ Officers Mess in Dhaka Cantonment here today.

The selection board, comprised of most senior policy making officials of Bangladesh Army will decide about the promotion of the army officers from Colonel to Brigadier General and Lieutenant Colonel to Colonel ranks in its five-day meeting.

The Prime Minister said, "The leadership of the army should be bestowed on the well-educated, competent, prudent and intelligent officers who, above all, are firmly determined to consolidate the democracy."

"Ideologically, the independence of Bangladesh and spirit of the War of Liberation should be the fundamental and prime principles for the army," she said.
On her arrival at AHQ, PM's advisor on defense affairs Major General Tarique Ahmed Siddiqui (retd), Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, Principal Staff Officer of the Armed Forces Division Lt. Gen. Abu Belal Mohammad Shafiul Haque, received the Prime Minister.

Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman, Defense Secretary Khandakar M Asaduzzaman,  PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and senior officials of Bangladesh Army were present.
The Prime Minister, who is also in-charge of the defense ministry, said, screening the qualified officers is a very crucial job, which should be accomplished with utmost sincerity and honesty.

She said, "I have full confidence in your wisdom, judgmental capacity, intellectuality and neutrality of the senior members of the army. And I firmly believe that you will be successful in selecting the future leadership of the army who will be highly trained, dynamic, conscious and
sharply witted, and remain firmly determined to the basic principles of the republic in any situation."

However, the Prime Minister said, priority should be given to those officers who have successfully given leadership in different stages of their military life and have good moral quality and record of allegiance.

"Loyalty to the seniors should be considered as one of the obligatory qualification of an officer for promotion," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, "A strong, modern and professional army is the symbol of a nation's independence and sovereignty. So, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu SheikhMujibur Rahman despite all adversities, was determined to build up a modern armed force."

"Bangabandhu had deep trust and confidence in the Bangladesh Army. He had also a profound affection for the force which inspired him to sign up his two sons with the army," Sheikh Hasina, eldest daughter of Bangabandhu, said.

She said, Bangladesh Army, after 42 years of independence, now has turned into a national armed force in real sense.

Highlighting the steps taken by her government for development of Bangladesh Army, the Prime Minister said, NDC, MIST, AFMC, BIPSOT, NCO Academy, BIRC, Trust Bank Ltd and five-star hotel Radisson- all are the initiatives of our government for strengthening Bangladesh Armed Forces.

Besides, the Awami League government has established and reconstituted a total of 36 small and large-scale units including two infantry brigades and Special Works Organizations, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the government has given approval in principle for an engineer construction battalion and a composite brigade comprising two infantry divisions for supervision of the Padma Bridge Project.

Army Medical Corps will get female soldiers from July 2013 and work for a new infantry division in Sylhet is now under process, she said.
Apart from sophisticated acquisitions for the armed forces, she said recruitment of females in the armed forces, allotment of housing plots in Mirpur DOHS and improved healthcare
services were introduced during her government.

Many welfare programmes like enhancing allowances of soldiers and giving rice instead of bread in lunch were also initiated at that time, she added. 


The Prime Minister highly commended the role of the members of the armed forces in country's development activities saying, "They are discharging their services in this area with full professionalism. They have also brightened the country's image abroad through their service in the UN peacekeeping missions."

In this regard, the Prime Minister lauded the dedication of the 9th Infantry Division in the recent rescue operation after Rana Plaza collapse in Savar. "We could conduct a quick rescue operation for the relentless efforts of the army personnel," she said.
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PM for building secular democratic Bangladesh to make Nazrul's dream true

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged all to work together to build a secular, modern and democratic Bangladesh to make the dream of Nazrul true.

"The dream of Nazrul will come true if we can build a secular, democratic and exploitation free Bangladesh ensuring equal rights to everybody," she said adding Nazrul professed for equality which annoyed the British rulers. And he drew flaks from the misinterpretators of religions for exposing their hypocrisy.
"Despite all adversities Nazrul never broke down and compromised. Nothing could make him afraid of and dampen his courage and heroism. It's a great lesson for us," she said. 

The Prime Minister was addressing the inaugural ceremony of the 114th birth anniversary programmes of the National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam at Osmani Memorial Auditorium here this morning.

The Prime Minister urged the Nazrul experts to think for tuning the thousands of lyrics composed by the poet which he could not give in his lifetime, saying if it is possible, the compositions would enrich Bengali literature and music.

Paying rich tributes to Nazrul, Sheikh Hasina said the poems and songs authored by the poet was a source of power of our renaissance. Bengali people, oppressed for ages, out cried, protested and struggled for years for emancipation. Nazrul's writings epitomized that aspiration of the Bengali people.

Laying importance on introducing the new generation to the creative works of Nazrul, she said, "We want to make sure transcending of his creation from generation to generation. We want to make him familiar with the posterity by focusing on his two main creations- literature and music."
Nazrul was a poet of reawakening and secularism who through his mighty pen protested all unfairness, injustice, repression and exploitation. Nazul, one of the pioneers of Bengali language and literature, is a symbol of humanism, she said.

Nazrul's inspirational sons and poems imbued all of us during the time of liberation war. Bengali literature was enriched with his vast writings, she recalled.

The Prime Minister underlined the importance of translation of the literary works of the national poet in all popular languages and said the government would provide all support to this end.

Minister for Cultural Affairs Abul Kalam Azad was in the chair while Cultural Affairs Secretary Dr Ranjit Kumar Biswas, ndc, executive director of Nazrul Institute Prof. Rashid Haider and member of poet Nazrul's family Khilkhil Kazi spoke, among others, on the occasion. 

Chairman of Nazrul Institute Trustee Board and Professor Emeritus and former Nazrul Professor of Dhaka University Dr Rafiqul Islam gave a commemorative speech on Poet Nazrul. 

Recalling the noble gesture of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Prime Minister said, Bangabandhu settled him in Dhaka conferring him with the honour of the National Poet, as the rebel poet used to love the people and nature of Bangladesh. 

She said Nazrul's arrival to Bangladesh was historically significant. Nazrul got admission to Darirampur High School in Trishal, Mymensingh in 1913-14 and he left his footprint almost allover Bangladesh. Nazrul's advent, his works and bustle presence still remained unforgettable in those places.


The Prime Minister said her government has taken all measures for promotion of the literary works of Nazrul, Rabindranath and others. She said Shilpakala Academy Bhaban in 19 districts were renovated while public library buildings were constructed in 39 districts. 

The government has celebrated 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath and 90th years of the composition of the poem 'Bidrohi' of Nazrul last year in a befitting manner. Agreements were signed with India, Germany, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Kuwait, Turkey and many other countries for cultural exchange.

The Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization has declared Dhaka as the capital of Islamic culture in Asia, she said.

The Prime Minister said, the government has constructed a national art gallery for preservation and exhibition of the local and foreign artworks. A new building was constructed at Bangla Academy for researchers. 

She said, the Nazrul Institute was renovated and its auditorium has been modernized. A branch of Nazrul Institute has been established in Comilla to promote research and practice on Nazrul.
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No more polls like Magura, 15th February: PM

Assuring the people of ensuring their voting and constitutional rights, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today categorically said there will be no more elections like Magura and 15th February.
"The voting and constitutional rights of the people would remain ensured, and elections like Magura and 15th February would not be held further in the country," she said.

She also added that the government has already upheld voting, constitutional and democratic rights of the people. "We want to ensure at least that system that those whom the people would cast vote would go to power," she said.

The Prime Minister also renewed her call to the opposition leader to join parliament and speak whatever she wants. "Come to parliament and speak whatever you want. But don't unleash violent acts like killing people, torching and vandalizing public and private property and kicking the stomach of the poor," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Kishoreganj district unit of her party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

The Prime Minister mentioned that over 5600 elections,including Jatiya Sangsad by-polls, upazila, pourasabha and union and union parishad, were held in the last four and a half years of the present government.

She said all the elections were held in a free, fair and neutral manner and the government did not make any interference in any polls. "None could raise any question about the polls as we could not stage Magura and 15th February-style elections," she said.

Mentioning that the Election Commission is now completely independent, Sheikh Hasina said the EC was formed for the first time through a search committee after discussion.

"Ex-President Zillur Rahman invited all the political parties for the discussion on constitution of the EC, and all political parties, including main opposition BNP, joined the dialogue," she said.

AL General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, PM's Advisor Dr Alauddin Ahmed, Joint Secretary Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and Organizing Secretary AFM Bahauddin Nasim, among others, were present at the meeting.

AL Organizing Secretary Ahmad Hossain conducted the view-exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.
The office-bearers of Kishoreganj district unit AL,national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Kishoreganj District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice- chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister said the present government has strengthened parliamentary democracy and amended the constitution so that none can play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people by violating the constitution.

She said it was General Zia who mutilated the constitution by capturing power illegally and snatching the fundamental rights of the people. "He (Zia) also stopped the trial of war criminals who had committed crimes against humanity during the war of liberation.



Sheikh Hasina also called upon the people to remain alert so that those who committed unbridled corruption and plundered public money and those created terrorism and militancy do not go to power again.

Referring to the dark chapter of terrorism, militancy and corruption of the past BNP-Jamaat alliance government, the Prime Minister said being a prime minister, Khaleda Zia herself committed corruption. "Whitening black money by her was its proof," she said.

On the other hand, she said, Begum Zia's two sons siphoned off money they earned through corruption abroad.


Mentioning the 48-hour ultimatum issued by the opposition leader, Sheikh Hasina said she offered dialogue to Begum Zia for solving the current 'political impasse' of the country. "But the opposition leader rejected the dialogue offer and instead, issued the 48-hour ultimatum to oust the government," she said.

"I want to ask the opposition leader that how many people respond to your call. Even her party leaders and workers did not respond to the call," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the opposition is unleashing destructive acts including killing innocent people, vandalizing and torching public and private property to protect the war criminals.

"BNP not only unleashing violent acts, it is also helping Hefajat-e-Islam to carryout rampage across the country. What rights BNP has to inflict pain on the people in the name of movement," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government after assuming office restored peace in the country by curbing militants and terrorists with iron hands. Besides ensuring peace, she said, the government has made massive development in the country.
Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security, women empowerment. "When Awami League comes to power, the people get something, but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.

She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level. "You will have to work for the welfare of the people by further strengthening the organization," she said.

May 23, 2013

Why would govt listen to prescription of failed persons, PM poses the question

Trashing the past caretaker government for its failure to run the country smoothly, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said that Bangladesh won't advance and democracy won't be well-established if the government listens to the prescription of the advisers of the past caretaker government.

"Why would we listen to the prescription of those who could not hold a simple general election after the 1/11?" she posed the question.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a function arranged on the occasion of celebration of 40 years of receiving Julio-Curie peace medal by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Bangladesh Shanti Praishad (Bangladesh Peace Council) arranged the function at Osmani Memorial Auditorium here this morning.

Executive Secretary of the World Peace Council Iraklis Savdaridis, former minister and Vice President of All India Peace and Solidarity Organization Pramod Chandra Sinha, and Member of Nepal Peace and Solidarity Council Gyanendra Bahadur Sreshtha spoke at the function. 

President of Bangladesh Peace Council Mozaffar Hossain Paltu chaired it, while General Secretary Engineer M A Kashem gave the welcome address.

The Prime Minister said democracy is a right and scope for the people. "But the scope and rights of the people were snatched repeatedly after 1975. And some literate and civil society members extended their support to it," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said such an apparent trend is being noticed to bring back such a situation in the country again. In this connection, the Prime Minister questioned that if politicians could not run the country, then who will run it? The caretaker government ruled the country for two years from 2007 but what they did for the country and its people, she asked.

The Prime Minister requested all including journalists to compare the first two-year rule with the first two-year period of the present government.
"We had to face various challenges in the first two-year, but the military -backed caretaker government did not face any obstacles as there was no political conflict and no opposition parties as it imposed emergency in the country at that time. So why they failed to run the country and what they give to the people," she said.

Stressing the need for continuation of democratic trend in the country, Shekh Hasina said Bangladesh could not achieve its desire goal due to repeated capture of power by the military dictators.
The Prime Minister said her government wants peace not unrest, and without peace, the country's development is not possible. Sheikh Hasina said that her government has been able to take the country towards development and prosperity despite various chllenges created by opposition political parties and Hefazat-e Islam as well as natural disasters.

Sheikh Hasina said her previous government signed Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) Peace Accord to restore peace in the region.

"Now we are implementing the treaty which helped mitigate the two- decade conflict and ensure peace and development in the hill districts," she said.

The Prime Minister said the previous AL government also inked the long-term Ganges Water Sharing Treaty and ensured right share of the Ganges water. 

After assuming office this time, she said, the government has taken initiatives to resolve land boundary dispute with India. "The verdict of the international tribunal on maritime boundary 
with Myanmar has gone in favour of Bangladesh, and Bangladesh would also win the verdict with India Insha Allah," she said.

She said Bangladesh won't go any conflict with neighbouringcountries in any issue. "I believe that any disputes with the neighboring countries can be settled peacefully through discussion," she said.

Paying rich tributes to Bangabandhu, the Prime Minister said he was the indomitable leader of world's freedom-lovers, oppressed people and workers.

She said Bangabandhu struggled throughout the life for establishing peace, tranquility, friendship, freedom, and democracy. He faced imprisonment and oppression and his incomparable organizing skill, statesmanship, human values and charismatic leadership had successfully made the nation united for the liberation movement.

Sheikh Hasina said the Father of the Nation introduced 'Friendship towards all, malice towards none' and 'peaceful settlement of disputes' as the basis of our foreign policy. "We observe the reflection of that policy in every step of his life," she said.

The Prime Minister said by following the ideals of the Father of the Nation, her government has adopted the policy of 'justice for peace' and established the ideals of secularism, democracy and progressivism on strong base.
"We are committed to the rule of law which has helped us to arrive at peaceful settlements of the disputes with neighbors and formed the basis of our participation in UN peacekeeping operations," she said.
Sheikh Hasina expressed the hope that the ideology of Father of the Nation will drive us in the way of light to protect the diversity of religion, race, and culture and eliminate the aggression and deprivation in this conflicting world.

"I believe, by overcoming all adversities, the world peace will be established, war, conflict and mistrust will be eliminated and the society and civilization will be advanced," she said. 

The Prime Minister said the World Peace Council awarded Julio-Curie Peace Prize to the Father of the Nation four decades back. "It was the international recognition for his great role in establishing peace across the world and it was the first international honor that Bangladesh earned," she said.

Recalling with deep gratitude the great contribution of the World Peace Council to the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent country, Sheikh Hasina said the World Peace Council sided with Bangladesh whole-heartedly during the War of Liberation in1971. 

"The council then acted as our real friend by protesting the brutal assassination of the Father of the Nation in 1975," she said.
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