September 6, 2012

Govt will build another nuclear power plant: PM
SAVAR, Sept 6 : Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina announced Thursday that the government would build another nuclear power plant in the southern region of the country after the Rooppur nuclear power plant.

"In future, we'll build another power plant in the southern region of the country," she said while addressing a function after inaugurating six highly sensitive scientific installations at Bangladesh Atomic Commission at Ganakbari.

Hasina said that after assuming office, the present government had taken steps to built a nuclear power plant in Rooppur, which will produce 2000 (1000+1000) MW power to meet the growing demand of power in the country.

She said all preparations for the construction of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant have been completed.

The Prime Minister also said that the government had taken a plan to set up two new medical universities in Chittagong and Rajshahi. "Gradually, we'll set up medical university in each division of the country."

She mentioned that the government would utilize nuclear power for peaceful purposes only.

Hasina called upon the scientists to give emphasis on applied research along with basic research focusing on the socio-economic development goal of the country.

She said that like other scientifically advanced countries, her government is also attaching top priority to scientific research for expediting economic development.

Terming the inauguration of the two scientific facilities as the opening of a new horizon in the field of country's nuclear research, the Prime Minister urged the scientists to ensure highest application of domestic capability and resources.

She also asked them to accelerate development in different sectors including agriculture, education, health and infrastructure as well as to ensure combating the risk of climate change with domestic technology.

Hasina said that during the previous tenure, her government established 12 science and technology universities and four agriculture universities, as well as a medical university for enhancing research.

She listed various successes of her government including establishment of Union Information Center with internet facilities, reaching healthcare services to the doorsteps of the people through community clinics, and generation of over 3500 MW additional electricity during the last three and half years.

The Prime Minister mentioned that the role of scientists and researchers is very crucial in successful implementation of 'Vision 2021' for economic prosperity of the country. She said the countries showing capability in research on science and technologies are progressing fast.

Hasina said around Tk 2.0 billion have been spent for procuring the highly sensitive atomic machineries in the six new installations of the Atomic Commission ushering in a new horizon for atomic research in the country.

She said the construction of Rooppur Nuclear Plant has been delayed as the previous BNP government didn't carry forward the initiative.

The Prime Minister said that her government has activated all research institutes in the country and given separate allocation for conducting research works.

She expressed the hope that the country's scientists will be able to invent necessary technology in local perspective and application of those technologies is possible through using native resources and capacity.

State Minister for Science and Technology architect Yeafesh Osman presided over the function.

Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ministry of Science and Technology Alhaj Dabirul Islam, local parliament member Talukder Towhid Jang Murad, secretary of the Science and Technology Ministry Rafiqul Islam and chairman of Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission ASM Firoz also spoke on the occasion. 
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September 8, 2012

PM blames section of teachers for adopting wrong way of educating students

Dhaka, September 8: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today blamed a section of teachers and members of civil society for what she said creating turmoil in the educational institutions and deteriorating overall peaceful situation of the country. 

"The lesson of arrogance that a section of BUET teachers have taught the student in the name of movement would not bring any benefit for the country in the long run, rather it might bounce back on those teachers in future," she said.

She criticized the students who sucked blood from a female student and poured it onto the stair of the BUET Vice chancellor office saying "We have never seen such perverted mentality of our students in the past who have a glorious record of struggle for the cause of the nation."

The Prime Minister said this in a meeting with president and general secretaries of newly re-constituted front and affiliated organizations of Awami League at her Gonobhaban residence here 
this evening.
She said, her government is sincerely trying to resolve the stalemate of the BUET and Jahangirnagar University.

"I myself talked to them to resolve their problems as we never tried to be hard," she said. "A section of the members of the civil society who are the beneficiaries of the past caretaker 
government are trying to find out our mistakes," she said adding there might have shortcomings and flaws in the running of the country, but her government never hesitated to correct an error 
whenever it was brought to her notice". 

General Secretary of the party Syed Ashraful Islam, Joint secretary Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and president and general secretary of Jubo League, Mohila Awami League, Krishak League, Jatiya Sramik League, Jubo Mohila Awami League, Tanti League, Swechasebak League and Swadhinata Chikatsak Parishad attended the meeting.

The Prime Minister said, "We are taking steps when a problem arises. We are trying to solve a problem taking everybody on board, as we do not want to be rude to anyone."

"But, everybody should mind that it's not our weakness, if necessary we can be harsh to any unjustified demand," she added.

The Prime Minister, also the president of Awami League asked the newly elected leaders of the associate and brotherly organizations of the party to pursue politics keeping in mind the welfare of the people. Leadership must be people oriented and should be devoted to the welfare of the people, she said.

Highlighting her government's successes in the last three and a half years, Sheikh Hasina said corruption of BNP is responsible for derailment of the country's development from the right track 
set by Awami League during its past spell.

Inflation of food price came down to 3 percent in the last three and a half years while the country witnessed over six percent annual growth despite global economic recession, she said. 

"No party even the caretaker government of the country's wise men could increase food production to the level that we achieved over the last three and a half years," she said adding 'only the Awami League showed how to run the country efficiently.' 

The Prime Minister said the Anti-corruption Commission, Election Commission and the Information Commission are working independently while the judiciary is enjoying full independence during the period of Awami League.

She said, around 5,200 elections were held during the tenure of the present government and all of them were conducted in free and fair manner without any trouble as no question of partiality 
could be raised either from the opposition or rival parties. "We could do this as we believe in the constitutional rights of the people, she asserted.

Sheikh Hasina criticized a section of the press for misguiding people on different burning issues. She particularly referred to a recent press report on Mayor Hanif Flyover saying, the report praised her but gave distorted information, which misguided people. She urged the journalists to be well equipped with necessary information before writing a report.

The Prime Minister held the BNP government responsible for destroying completely the counrty's administrative system through corruption and said it made no secret of its corruption.

She also urged the people to remain alert against the ghost of 'caretakers' saying people didn't forget their torture and intimidation. Some beneficiaries of the caretaker government are 
now trying to mislead the people, she said.

Sheikh Hasina described her government's river dredging programme as an epoch making steps and said the country experienced flash floods three times this year, but faced least damage as depth of the rivers increased due to their re- excavation.
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