November 7, 2012

PM returns home from Laos

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina returned home this evening from Vientiane after wrapping up her six-day official visit to Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Lao People's Democratic Republic.

On the first leg, she paid a visit to Vietnam from November 2 to 4. From there, she went to Laos to attend the 9th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM9) on November 5-6.

A VVIP flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage landed at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka at 6.35pm.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Muhammad Faruq Khan, Jute and Textiles Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Health Minister Dr AFM Ruhal Haque Railway Minister Mujibul Haque, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad, PM's Adviser HT Imam and Chief Whip Abdus Sahid, among others, were present at the airport to receive the Prime Minister.

Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan, Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman, chiefs of the three Services, the dean of the diplomatic corps and high civil and military officials were also present.

Earlier, Minister and Chief of Prime Minister's Office of Laos Dr Silabong and Bangladesh Ambassador to Vietnam Supradip Chakma saw Sheikh Hasina off at the Wattay International Airport in Vientiane.

During her four-day visit to Laos, the Prime Minister joined the opening ceremony of the 9th ASEM Summit at the National Convention Centre in Vientiane on November 5.

She also attended the plenary and concluding sessions of the summit today.

This year's ASEM Summit will remain as historic for Bangladesh as the country along with Norway and Switzerland got the full membership of the 52-nation grouping devoted to building up cooperation between Asia and Europe on political, economic and social issues based on mutual respect and benefit.

Sheikh Hasina held official talks with Laotian Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong at the Prime Minister's Office on the last day of her tour of Laos today.

She also made a courtesy call on Laotian President Choummaly Sayasone at the Presidential Palace.
The Prime Minister joined a luncheon hosted in her honour by the Laotian counterpart at Lao Plaza Hotel before departing for home.
During her visit, Bangladesh and Laos signed an agreement to give exemption of visa requirement for government officials and diplomats of both the countries.

Earlier, the Bangladesh premier paid a three-day official visit to Vietnam.

During her visit to Vietnam, Sheikh Hasina held official talks with Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung, while she made a courtesy call on Vietnamese President Truong Tan Sang.

She also met General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Nguyen Phu Trong and Chairman of the National Assembly Nguyen Sinh Hung.

Bangladesh and Vietnam inked two agreements and two memorandums of understanding (MoUs) during her visit to promote bilateral relations between the two countries in the areas of agriculture, fisheries and livestock and trade and business.

The Vietnamese Prime Minister hosted a banquet and arranged a cultural programme in honour of his Bangladesh counterpart.

Sheikh Hasina visited the mausoleum of Ho Chi Minh and monument of National Heroes and Martyrs and placed wreaths. She also visited the Bai Dinh Pagoda at Ninh Binh City, about 100 kilometres from the capital Hanoi.

The Prime Minister joined a business forum meeting arranged by Bangladesh-Vietnam Business Forum.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad, among others, accompanied Sheikh Hasina during her visits to two Southeast Asian nations.

November 7, 2012

PM greets Obama on his reelection

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today extended her heartiest congratulation to Barack Obama on his reelection as the US president.

"On behalf of the people of Bangladesh and myself, I extend my heartiest greetings to you and to the people of USA on the occasion of your landslide victory in the US presidential election," the Prime Minister said in a congratulatory message sent to Obama.


Sheikh Hasina, now in Vientiane on a four-day official visit to Laos, termed Obama's victory as a triumph of democracy and his fight against terrorism.
The Prime Minister expressed the hope the bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the USA would be further strengthened during Obama's second term in office.
"I look forward to further strengthening the existing cordial ties of friendship, understanding and cooperation between our two countries in the years ahead," she said.
Sheikh Hasina also wished good health, happiness and long life of Obama as well as the continued peace, progress and prosperity of the friendly people of the USA.

November 8, 2012
Buddhist leaders call on PM

DHAKA: A delegation of Buddhist monks, who are participating in an international peace conference in Dhaka, called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official Ganobhaban residence here this evening.

Suddhananda Mahathero, Chairman of Bangladesh Bouddha Krishti Pracher Sangha, led the 49-member team comprising monks from 10 countries including Bangladesh.

Deputy Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Bijan Lal Dev briefed newsmen after the meeting. 

The Prime Minister said that equal rights of people of all faiths have been ensured in Bangladesh for maintaining peace in the country through the 15th amendment to the constitution. "Peace is the only way for prosperous life and ensuring humanity," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said that people of all religions are living together peacefully in Bangladesh and taking the country towards development.

In this regard, she mentioned the celebration of Durga Puja, Eid-ul-Azha and Probarana Purnima with due religious fervor and festivity.

The Prime Minister also mentioned her recent visit to a historic pagoda in Vietnam as well as her meeting with Buddhist monks there.

Sheikh Hasina thanked all concerned for holding the international peace conference and wished its success.

The delegation members expressed happiness over the existing religious harmony in Bangladesh.

Industries Minister Dilip Barua and Awami League Advisory Council Member Professor Pranab Barua were also present on the occasion.

November 8, 2012

Govt believes in promoting good relations among people of all religions: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government believes in promoting good relations among the people of all religions.

She made the comment when Cardinal Cormac Murphy O' Connor, Special Envoy of Pope Banedict XVI, called on her at her office here.

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

Sheikh Hasina also said Catholic Church in Bangladesh enjoys freedom and is doing good work in the country.

She also expressed happiness as the envoy is representing the Pope for the 125th anniversary of creation of the Diocese of Dhaka.

The envoy praised the existing communal harmony in Bangladesh under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzman, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and the Vatican Ambassador to Bangladesh were present on the occasion.

November 8, 2012

Remain alert about those who want to save war criminals: PM urges countrymen
DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the countrymen to remain alert about the evil design of those who want to save the war criminals through destructive activities. 

"The anti-liberation forces are out to foil the trial of war criminals through destructive politics. But I call upon the people of all strata to be vocal against the destructive activities of the anti-liberation forces," she said.

While inaugurating the national conference of Bangabandhu Prokoushali Parishad at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, the Prime Minister said whatever evil activities are made, if the countrymen remain alert, the anti-liberation forces could do nothing.
 
The Prime Minister asked the engineers to devote themselves to building Bangladesh as a self dignified nation by making it self-reliant in all sectors. 
"We have to win against poverty, otherwise our independence would become meaningless," she said.

She said the policy of the present government is to establish Bangladesh as a dignified nation on the world stage keeping its head high. "We don't want to roam across the globe with bag of alms."

Sheikh Hasina also urged the engineers to play an active role in carrying forward the development activities of the government through proper and sustainable use of the limited resources.

"Technology is the main tool of changing days and the engineers can play an important role in achieving the goal through ensuring appropriate use of technology," she said.

Laying emphasis on boosting productivity to meet increased demand of agri produces, she suggested the engineers for applying their full merits in the research of developing sustainable machineries as well innovating new technique and technology at minimum cost. 

Sheikh Hasina mentioned that 85 percent money of country's infrastructure development and production activities are spent through the engineers as they construct roads, bridge-culvert, educational institutions, houses, mills-factories and different establishments.

"So how much the country will advance towards rapid development, depends on the efficiency of engineers," she added.

Terming the engineers as the meritorious sons of the nation, the Prime Minister said the country has to spend a huge amount of money to build an engineer.

"So, it is the time to repay the nation by becoming an established engineer," she added.

She urged the engineers to be more active in implementing the projects rapidly to retain the growth.

To combat adverse impact of climate change, Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for innovating sustainable green technology instead of waiting for help of the developed countries.

Terming green technology as a demand of time, she told the engineers to innovate local technology and assured allout government support to this end.

Sheikh Hasina said the government amended the ICT Act and formulated ICT policy to materialise the huge potentialities of exporting software and various IT services and suggested the engineers to utilise the facilities provided by the government.

She said as part of its election pledges, her government is working round-the-clock to build a science and technology- based Digital Bangladesh by 2021 to keep pace with the modern world.

The Prime Minister highlighted various successes of her government in the fields of agriculture, health, education, social safety net, infrastructure development and power generation during the last four years.

She mentioned various government supports for the professional development of the engineers including providing 10 bighas of land for the head office of Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) and 72 bighas of land in Daudkandhi for Engineering Staff College during its previous term and allocating Taka 23 crore for expansion of IEB building this term.

President of Bangabandhu Prokoushili Parishad Professor Dr Habibur Rahman and General Secretary Engineer Md Nuruzzaman also spoke on the occasion.

November 9, 2012

PM invited to attend D-8 Summit

DHAKA: Visiting Pakistani foreign minister Hina Rabbani Khar today called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her Ganobhaban residence this afternoon and invited her to attend D-8 Summit to be held in Pakistan this month.

November 10, 2012

PM invites Turkish entrepreneurs to invest in energy, shipbuilding

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today invited Turkish entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh's potential sectors like energy and shipbuilding.

"There is a tremendous scope for establishing joint-ventures in energy, shipbuilding, heavy-machinery, construction, electronic appliances, textile and readymade garment, jute and petrochemical products in Bangladesh," she said.

The Prime Minister made the remarks when visiting Turkish Minister for Labour and Social Security Faruk Celik made a courtesy call on her at Ganobhaban.

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

Sheikh Hasina said the two countries are working on increasing bilateral trade volume to three billion US dollars by 2015 from its present volume of about $1 billion. In this connection, she stressed the need for signing free trade agreement between the two countries.

Narrating the steps taken by her government to make Bangladesh an investor-friendly country, she mentioned Bangladesh's strategic geographical location of providing access to a market of over two billion people in South Asia, Southeast Asia and Far East.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh attaches great importance to its bilateral relations and tradition and looks forward to further deepening the ties.

"Dhaka and Ankara enjoy warm relations based on shared religion and tradition," she said hoping that the relations would continue to grow in the years ahead. 

Recalling her visit to Turkey in April this year, Sheikh Hasina said the visit ushered in a new era of Bangladesh-Turkey relations.

Wishing the success of the 4th Joint Economic Commission (JEC) meeting between Bangladesh and Turkey, she hoped it would pave the way for further consolidating the bilateral trade and investment between the two brotherly nations. 

In response, the Turkish minister said the visit of Sheikh Hasina has strengthened the economic relations between the two countries.

Faruk Celik expressed his country's interest to invest in Bangladesh in some potential sectors. 

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman, PMO Secretary Mollah Waheeduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were, among others, present.

November 10, 2012

None could save war criminals: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her determination to complete the trial of war criminals, saying that none could save the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity during the War of Liberation.

"The trial of the war criminals is going on, it would continue and its verdict must be executed Insha Allah." Sheikh Hasina categorically said while addressing a view exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Chandpur District Awami League at her official Ganobhaban residence here.

The Prime Minister said ill efforts are going on by a vested quarter to foil the trial of war criminals. "But by the grace of almighty Allah none could be able to save them as the people have overwhelmingly extended their support to us on this issue," she
said.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League President said, the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) had called hartal on the day of verdict of Bangabandhu Killing Case in November 1998 to prevent the judges from attending the court. "But they (BNP) could not be able to save the killers of Bangabandhu."

The Prime Minister said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman initiated the trial of war criminals in 1973 and as part of the process, many identified war criminals were detained at that time.

"But after the assassination of Bangabandhu, the BNP and its founder Ziaur Rahman had rehabilitated the war criminals politically, socially and economically by releasing them from jail," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Ziaur Rahman also rewarded the killers of Bangabandhu by giving them job to foreign missions. "Even a killer of Bangabandhu was appointed as an ambassador by Zia at that time as his only qualification was he murdered Bangabandhu and minor Russel," she said.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, AL Presidium Members Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Kazi Zafarullah and Satish Chandra Roy, General Secretary and LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam and Foreign Minister, AL Joint Secretary Dr Dipu Moni and Organizing Secretaries AFM Bahauddin Nasim and Ahmed Hossain were present on the occasion, among others.

Besides, office bearers of Chandpur District unit, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Chandpur District Council,presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice- chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Chandpur district unit of Awami League attended the meeting.

Highlighting her government's stunning successes in various fields including agriculture, education, health, foreign policy, law and order, employment, power generation, Sheikh Hasina said the government's biggest achievement is to contain militancy and terrorism.

She said Bangladesh's image was tarnished abroad during the rule of the past BNP-Jamaat Alliance government as the country was turned into a sanctuary for militants and terrorists. But, she said, the present government freed the nation from the stigma by curbing the militants and terrorists with iron hands.

Sheikh Hasina said the BNP-Jammat Alliance government unleashed a reign of terror by killing and torturing the opposition leaders and activists and nurturing the terrorists and militants. "Even Buddhist monk could not escape from the hands of the cadres of BNP-Jamaat," she said.

She also said the BNP-Jamaat alliance government patronized the bribery and corruption massively by undermining the country's image. In this connection, she mentioned the money-laundering by BNP Chairperson's sons Tarique Rahman and Arafat Rahman Koko.

"They siphoned off money abroad, when the people did not get food," she said.

The Prime Minister called upon the countrymen to work unitedly so that country does not go back to the ominous darkness and to supplement the government stride to build Bangladesh as a middle-income country by 2021 by ensuring socioeconomic development of the people.

Sheikh Hasina also urged the AL leaders and activists to project the government's successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organization.

At the outset of the function, the Prime Minister paid tributes to Shaheed Nur Hosssain, who was killed in a police firing near zero point while he was participating in a procession against the regime of military ruler HM Ershad on November 10 in 1987 in Dhaka.
November 11, 2012

Stop dubious game with people's fate: PM urges opposition

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged BNP Chairperson to stop all dubious game with the countrymen saying people would not allow anyone to play ducks and drakes with their fate.

"Stop your biting as a snake and later playing role of an 'ozha' (quack professing to have supernatural power of curing snakebite)," she said referring to incidents of arson in Ramu, Ukhia and Chittagong allegedly by fanatic activists of BNP-Jamaat last month and their subsequent role.

The Prime Minister was addressing a function marking the celebration of the 40th founding anniversary of Bangladesh Awami Jubo League, youth front of Bangladesh Awami League at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC) here today.

Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh is an abode of communal harmony. But, the fanatic forces led by BNP and Jamaat leaders in a planned way set fire on the historic Buddhist temples. 

She said, "Soon after the incident the government and leaders of Awami League stood beside the victims. But, only the BNP leader could manage time 41 days later to visit the spots after concluding her two long foreign trips."

Rejecting the statement of BNP Chairperson in a public meeting in Ramu yesterday, the Prime Minister said, "Awami League need not learn anything from BNP how to stand beside people during any crisis."
"The government has provided the victims with food, clothes, utensils and shelter worthabout Taka 4 crore immediately after the incident. The government has allocated Taka 20 crore for reconstruction of the houses and temples with engaging army and Bangladesh Border Guard," she said.

The Prime Minister said at the directives of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Jubo League was founded on November 11, 1972 headed by Sheikh Fazlul Haque Moni to organize the country's youngsters to build Bangladesh with the spirit of the War of Liberation.

"Jubo League activists must upheld the spirit and devote themselves with the mentality of sacrifice", she said adding "without mentality of sacrifice a political worker can give nothing to the nation."

Jubo League is celebrating its 40th anniversary with the theme "Peoples' Empowerment", the essence of the Peace Model presented by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the 66th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 2011.

Noted economist and President of Bangladesh Economic Association Professor Abul Barakat, also head of Jubo League Research Committee, presented a keynote paper titled: "Peoples' Empowerment: Model for Peace and Development" on the occasion held with Chairman of Jubo League Mohammad Omar Faruk Chowdhury in the chair.

Former chairman of Jubo League, Awami League advisory council member Amir Hossain Amu, Presidium Member Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives and former Chairman of Jubo League Jahangir Kabir Nanak and General Secretary of Jubo League M Harun Ar Rashid, spoke, among others, on the occasion.

Recalling the contribution and supreme sacrifice of many Jubo League workers in the country's democratic movements, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, Bangabandhu founded the organization to implement his programmes of changing the fortune of people.
 
"In fact, Jubo League was in the fore to raise the demand to allow me to come back home from exile after 1975 episode," she said.

Urging the Jubo League workers to work with utmost sincerity and devotion for the party as well as the nation, the Prime Minister said, "the dream of Bangabandhu might come true if we can build a poverty and hunger free nation through empowering people to take decision to decide about their own future."

"Peoples' empowerment is only possible if they (people) get opportunity to exercise their franchise," she said adding, "Voting rights of people should be guaranteed, it's not matter which party comes to power."
In this regard, the Prime Minister mentioned that since the present government of Mohajote led by Awami League took office, all elections at national, upazila and union level were held in a fully free, fair and neutral manner comparing making the whole electoral system corrupt during BNP regime.

"Our government never interfered in any election and the candidate, who enjoyed public support, won the election," she said.

Pointing out the development strategy of the present government, the Prime Minister said, "We have adopted a policy of reducing gap between riches and poor, equal development of every constituency and bring the underprivileged section of people to mainstream of development."

"BNP-Jamaat destroyed the values of youths using them in destructive activities. We want to use them in nation building activities," she said.

November 12, 2012
PM hopes for newer relations with Belarus

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today hoped that Belarus Prime Minister Mikhail Myasnikovich's visit to Bangladesh would raise relations between the two countries to a newer and enviable heights.

In a state banquet hosted by the Bangladesh Prime Minister in honour of Mr. Myasnikovich in a city hotel, she said, "the visit would remain a landmark in our bilateral relations. It has been essentially due to your and President Lukashenko's engaging interest in us."

"I believe that your visit to Bangladesh will have a positive and permanent impact in our relationship," she said while extending her sincere thanks to the Belarus PM for his maiden visit to Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina said, "Belarus is an old friend of Bangladesh. Though our two countries are located in two distant continents, our friendship is rooted in common values and bonds of history."

Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister Mikhail Myasnikovich expressed his firm optimism that his visit would further strengthen bilateral relations between the two countries. 

He said the agreement and MoU signed between the two countries today would surely help to strengthen deeper and broader linkages in various areas in the coming days.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in her speech recalled the support of Belarus to Bangladesh's liberation war in 1971 and said at that critical time in our history, Belarus played a significant role, and supported our cause at the United Nations.

After independence, Belarus also helped bring modern technology like tractors for agriculture and offered many Bangladeshis opportunities to pursue higher studies there, she noted.

Sheikh Hasina said, in recent times, the relations between the two countries have flourished in the global arena. "Our interactions are based on deeper understanding and respect for each other's values, principles, and approaches," she added.

Extending Dhaka's support to the worthy initiative of Belarus in the United Nations against human trafficking, Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh also values growing interest and engagement of Belarus in South Asian region. Bangladesh, particularly is happy with the concrete proposals of Belarus for cooperation in the areas of agriculture, education, science and technology, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Belarus has advanced technologies and know-how while Bangladesh is enriched with huge human resources. So, partnership between the two countries could contribute significantly to our economies for the benefit and wellbeing of our two peoples, she said.

Highlighting Bangladesh's recent steady economic growth in different sectors, Sheikh Hasina said, the progress amidst worldwide economic downturn, adverse impacts of climate change and other challenges, was possible due to the resilience of our people, innovative skills and entrepreneurship.
Sheikh Hasina said she was especially enthused by the intense focus of Belarus on building knowledge and technology based initiatives as Bangladesh also gave priority on the same. She highly commended visionary leadership of Mikhail Myasnikovich in leading his country towards science and knowledge as well as strengthening relations with old friends in the present competitive globalized world.

November 12, 2012

PM seeks expanded market of Bangladeshi products in Belarus

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought expanded market of Bangladeshi products in Belarus as her counterpart in the European nation Mikhail Myasnikovich met their first such summit.

The Belarus side, he said, noted the call and assured her of extending hands also to ensure expanded entry of Bangladeshi products to Customs Union between Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia founded in 2010 as the three countries opted for economic integration removing all customs borders.
Sheikh Hasina, he said, noted with satisfaction that despite the past two decades of diplomatic ties with the former Soviet Union state, Dhaka- Minsk relations grew rapidly in the past 10 months with several engagements and exchanges.

The official said the Belarus premier told Sheikh Hasina that his country was interested in long-term cooperation with Bangladesh as it already proposed installation of plant of its world reputed Minsk Tractor Factory in Bangladesh and finalized several other investment projects at private sector level.

A prime minister's office spokesman earlier said the two premiers earlier had a t^te-.-t^te ahead of the formal talks at the Prime Minister's Office.

The two premiers, he said, expected the two countries to be able to give a tangible shape the proposals for enhanced cooperation for mutual benefit ahead of the first meeting of Bangladesh-Belarus Joint Commission, set for next year in Minsk.

The meeting came a day after Myasnikovich arrived Dhaka on a three-day tour which already yielded a dozen of bilateral pacts, including seven agreements and five MoUs in areas ranging between investment promotion to military technical cooperation as well as collaborations in the fields of agriculture, education, science and technology and think tanks.

The two premiers witnessed the signing of the pacts.

November 12, 2012
PM reaffirms Bangladesh's commitment to PPD's development

DHAKA:  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated Bangladesh's commitment to the development of Partners in Population and Development (PPD) and undertaking meaningful South-South collaborative activities.

"In our efforts to address sexual and reproductive health as well as other population and development issues pertinent to the developing countries, my government is determined to support the PPD and South-South Cooperation," she said.

PPD, an intergovernmental alliance of 25 developing countries, was launched in the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo with a view to expanding and improving South-to-South collaboration in the fields of reproductive health, population, and development.
 
Sheikh Hasina said like many other countries, Bangladesh has also been confronting formidable challenges to materialize the health dreams of its people.

"I hope, we would be able to reach the desired goal of reaching reproductive health (RH) and family planning (FP) targets through our mutual cooperation and collaboration," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while addressing the foundation stone-unveiling function of PPD Secretariat Office Complex at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel here this morning.

With Bangladesh Health Minister Professor Dr AFM Ruhal Haque in the chair, the function was also addressed, among others, by Chair of PPD Board Indian Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Ghulam Nabi Azad, Chinese Vice Minister, National Population and Family Planning Commission Chen Li, Secretary of PPD Board Dr Boniface O. K'Oyugi and PPD Board Member and Vice President and Secretary, State for Women's Affairs of Gambia Isatou Njie-Saidy.

The Prime Minister said as one of the 10 founding members of PPD, Bangladesh has actively been playing a positive role in the promotion of South-South Cooperation since its inception in 1994.

She said it is very encouraging to see that PPD's membership has grown from 10 founding members to 25 member countries in 2012 across the southern hemisphere, currently representing over 57 percent of the world population.

"We have taken all opportunities opened to us at the international level to ensure that South-South Cooperation remains one of the most important strategies in meeting the global agenda on reproductive health (RH), population and development," she said.

At the national level, she said, Bangladesh has sheltered the organization's secretariat and provided all necessary logistics and technical support to enable the organization to function. 

The Prime Minister said since the establishment of the PPD Secretariat in Dhaka in September 1996, the government has been providing support in different ways beyond the promised annual 
contribution of 20,000 US dollars and has so far contributed around 600,000 US dollars for the operation of the Secretariat.

"We feel proud of being able to host this prestigious Alliance Secretariat in our country," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh's commitment to the International Conference on Population and Development has been reflected in the formulation of relevant policies and programmes and in their effective implementations.
As a result, she said, RH and FP programmes of Bangladesh are considered to be a success story for the region.

The Prime Minister said family planning policies initiated by the government in the 1970s and partnership with key stakeholders and civil society organizations helped reduce the Total Fertility Rate from 6.3 in the early 1970s to about 2.3 in 2011.

She said the Contraceptive Prevalence Rate for married women has increased from 7.7 percent in 1975 to 61.2 percent in 2011, marking over sevenfold increase. The resultant population growth rate has declined from 2.61 percent in 1974 to 1.37 percent in 2011.

The Prime Minister said Maternal Mortality declined from 322 per 100,000 live births in 2001 to 194 per 100,000 live births in 2010, a 40 percent reduction in nine years, hence Bangladesh is on track in achieving the primary target of MDG-5.

She said her government has been implementing massive programmes for women empowerment alongside reaching healthcare and RH facilities to their doorsteps.

"We have so far set up nearly 12,000 community clinics to provide healthcare and RH services to the rural people as part of a plan to build one community clinic for every 6,000 people," she said.
November 12, 2012

PM vows to complete war criminals trial

DHAKA: Terming the trial of the war criminals as one of the hard tasks of her government, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said no movement to make the government nervous to retreat from the trial process would work.


"My government would not backtrack from the trial of the persons responsible for crime against humanity during war of liberation, she said adding, it's our commitment to millions of families and also to the countrymen to bring those criminals to book.


"So, it would be wrong thinking if anybody believes that we would call off the trial being nervous because of their movement," she said.


Addressing a function at country's leading academic institution Dhaka University here today, the prime minister said a vested quarter is hatching conspiracy to foil the trial. She urged all conscious people, democratic forces, teachers and students to remain aware of the conspiracy.


Dhaka University authority arranged the function at Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban Auditorium on the occasion of inauguration as well as foundation laying of a number of development projects including academic building and research centre and dormitories for students and employees of the university.


The prime minister said, "It's natural the opposition would talk and wage movement against the government as we have also did that to come up to this stage. We know that we have to proceed amid those movements. But, it will be unwise if anybody thinks of disrupting the trial of the war criminals through movement."


In her second visit to Dhaka University campus after taking office in 2009, Sheikh Hasina specially thanked the university teachers and students for their voice against the military backed caretaker government in 2007.


"I'm doubtful whether the country could get back to democracy without your resistance against the unelected regime," she observed.


She also availed the opportunity to express her gratitude to the Dhaka University syndicate for its decision in 2011 in withdrawing the expelled order against Bangabandhu in 1949 for his solidarity with the movement of fourth class employees of the institution.


The prime minister unveiled the plaques of newly constructed Kobi Sufia Kamal Hall, Santosh Chandra Bhattachariya Bhaban of Jagannath Hall, Social Science Building and Higher Arts and Social Science Research Centre. 


She also laid the foundation stone of three more projects which are- 'Bangabandhu Tower'- a dormitory for employees, '7 March Bhaban' of Rokeya Hall and Pharmacy Building.
 
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Chairman of Bangladesh University Grants Commission Professor AK Azad Chowdhury spoke among others on the occasion while vice-chancellor of the university Professor Dr AAMS Arefin Siddiqui was in the chair.


Pro-vice chancellor of the university Prof Nasrin Ahmed gave the vote of thanks and president of Fourth Class Employees Association of the Dhaka University Abdur Rahman thanked the prime minister for taking a project namely 'Bangabandhu Tower' a 20-storied building for their dwelling.


Sheikh Hasina said, the Dhaka University, which was always in the forefront of all national movements during pre and post-independence period, is an immense source of inspiration for her.


"Whenever, I come to this campus, I remember the past. Sorrow and grief engulf me. But, I gain strength and courage when I remember my student life and heritage of this great institution," she said. 


Recalling the role of the students and teachers of the university in the country's Language Movement, War of Liberation and democratic movements, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, Dhaka University is not only prominent to us as "Oxford of East", but also as an epicenter of all democratic movements for people's causes.


"Dhaka University has given us the opportunity to speak in our mother language Bengali. Students and teachers of the institution were always in the forefront of all movements and made immense sacrifice for the country's liberation," she said.


Referring to the projects taken for Dhaka University during the present and previous tenure of the Awami League government, the prime minister said her government is making all efforts to provide the students and teachers with necessary academic facilities.

She said the present government has created an education assistance fund of Taka 1000 crore for poor students. But, the government with its limited resources cannot do everything, she said urging the former graduates to collect funds to help their alma maters to take projects for academic purposes.


"Our students are brilliant, active and sincere and they can show their worthiness if they get your support and scope to flourish them," she added.


Sheikh Hasina said her government wants to decentralize the academic facilities allover the country instead of making it available only for urban student. In view of this, she said, the government has taken steps for establishing seven medical, agricultural, engineering, textile and marine universities in different parts of the country.


Laying importance on making an educated nation, the prime minister said a nation cannot prosper keeping its large population illiterate. So we have taken measures for improvement of the quality of education as well as educating the whole nation, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said her government during its previous tenure raised the literacy rate to 65 percent from 45. But the rate dropped to 50 percent during past BNP-Jamaat alliance government due to their negligence, she said.


Pointing out the projects taken by her government steps for expansion of female education, checking school drop out and adoption of the education policy, the prime minister said, "If we had enough resources, we would make the education free of cost up to tertiary and higher level."


Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid said the present government so far has allocated Taka 14, 823 crore for development projects in education sector.


Steps were taken so that private universities cannot make the education as their business, he said adding the private universities must take the economic condition of the common people into the consideration.
Vice chancellor Professor Arefin Siddiqui thanked the prime minister for her government's support to the needs of Dhaka University and said the present government so far allocated Taka 350 crore for implementing various development projects of the university. 
#
