Dhaka, September 11, 2013

Work united for party candidates in next polls: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today directed the leaders and workers of Awami League to work united in favour of the party candidates in the next general elections shunning all differences to maintain the ongoing trend of development.

"To keep the ongoing development uninterrupted, the continuation of the government is a must. So you must work together for the candidates we will nominate for the next polls," she said.


Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of the party of six districts at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon. 


As part of a series of view-exchange meetings to finalise probable party candidates for the parliamentary seats in the next national election, the Awami League President today exchanged views with presidents and general secretaries of Sylhet city, Sylhet district, Mymensingh, Noakhali, Patuakhali, Narayanganj, Khulna city and Khulna district units of the party and their thana, upazila and grade-I pourasabha units. 


The ruling party has initiated the series of view exchange meetings between its president and grassroots leaders on September 4 and it would continue till October 12. 

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has been recognized as a role model despite global economic recession on the world stage due to massive development that took place in the last four and a half years of the present government. 


"We are now seeking vote for the Awami League and if we are re-elected, the trend of development would continue and the people would remain in peace," she said. The Prime Minister expressed her firm determination to build Bangladesh as a developed and prosperous country by 2021. "We have firm belief that we would be able to build a prosperous Bangladesh by ensuring economic emancipation of the people," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said she does politics for the people and her only thinking is to ensure the welfare of the people. "I do not do politics for myself, I am doing politics to serve the people," she said.


AL Advisory Council Member Suranjit Sengupta, Presidium Members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Kazi Zafarullah and Satish Chandra Roy, Joint Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif and Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak were present at the meeting, among others. AL Deputy Office Secretary Mrinal Kanti Das conducted the meeting.

Blasting the main opposition BNP for siding with the anti- liberation forces, the Prime Minister said the party does not believe in independence and sovereignty of Bangladesh.

"BNP is a carrier of the defeated forces and it (BNP) always does their 'lezurbritti' (tailism). BNP always wants destruction of the country and all its activities are to protect war criminals," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the character of BNP is to kill people, assist and patronize the killers. "They do not want the people to live in peace and the trend of development continues," she said.

About Khaleda Zia's involvement with BDR mutiny on Feb 25-26 in 2009, the Prime Minister questioned why she left her cantonment residence on the first day of the BDR mutiny for unknown place.


"Why did she go into hiding for one and a half months after the mutiny? Surely, she had a link with the mutiny and she is responsible for it," Sheikh Hasina said.

The Prime Minister recalled that just an hour before the mutiny the opposition leader had left her cantonment residence without any protocol for an unspecified destination.

"She is the Leader of the Opposition and she is entitled to avail official security. But on that day, she left her home without any protocol and used one black glass car. Nobody knew where she went," she said.


Sheikh Hasina also mentioned that usually Khaleda Zia gets up from bed not before 12 noon. But on that particular day, she got up from bed very early and left her cantonment house within 7:30 am to 8 am.

"She was just untraced for couple of days and did not return to her cantonment house for one and a half months," she said. The Prime Minister also said that the mystery of Khaleda Zia's vanishing is yet to be resolved and the opposition leader must answer these questions before the nation.


She said that the relation of the BNP-Jamaat with the BDR mutiny has become clear when the BNP-Jamaat lawyers are providing legal aid to the accused BDR members without any fee.


"These lawyers are making obstacles to the trial by slowing the trial process, they are helping the accused without any remuneration," she said, adding why are these lawyers so much crazy to help the killers?


The Prime Minister urged the people not to be misguided by the anti-government propaganda being carried out by the opposition by using religion. "Where do they want to drag Bangladesh by misguiding the people through religion?" 

In this regard, she mentioned the violent acts of BNP-Jamaat Shibir and Hefajat on May 5 in the capital and elsewhere of the country and said that they burnt hundreds of copies of the holy Quran and torched banks, offices and shops and vehicles.

About the police crackdown on BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat mayhem on May 5-6 in the capital, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition first claimed that 2000-2500 people were killed in the police action.


"But the number was reduced to 61 which is also baseless. The list prepared by a human rights organization (Odhikar) is baseless," she said.


About the BNP-Jamaat's claim that 1.50 lakh bullets were fired during the police crackdown on May 5, she said, "How was it possible in a 30-minute police operation on that day?" 


Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat elements carried out propaganda among the people, particularly simple rural women that AL had killed all imams, muezzins and devout Muslims. 


"They also propagated that azan (prayers call), namaz and janaza would not be held as AL killed all imams and muezzins," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said those who carried out this type of propaganda in fact were involved in burning thousands of copies of the holy Quran, cutting trees, uprooting electric poles and setting fire to vehicles and public and private properties. 

Illustrating her government's stunning successes in different fields, she said poverty has gone below 26 percent, five crore people have graduated to middle income group, per capita income of the people has risen to 1,044 US dollars and forex reserve has crossed the 16 billion dollar mark.


The Awami League chief asked the party leaders and workers to stand beside the people and project the government successes. "You will also have to strengthen the organization side by side with projecting the government successes," she said.

Dhaka, September 11, 2013

PM for maintaining congenial atmosphere in RMG sector

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon all concerned including employers and workers to maintain a congenial atmosphere in garment sector to protect the industry. 

"I would like to request all to sustain the sector by maintaining a congenial atmosphere in all garment factories which ensure food and housing for all concerned of the industry to keep pace with the competitive world," she said. 


The Prime Minister said this while addressing a meeting of the steering committee of the Garment Workers Coordination Council at her office here this morning. 

Sheikh Hasina said though agriculture is the main driving force for the country's economy, the RMG sector has been playing an important role in earning foreign currencies. 

"It is also contributing a lot to the employment generation, particularly for the womenfolk," she said, adding that order would not come, if congenial atmosphere is not maintained in the sector. 


The Prime Minister said the interest of all concerned including employers, buyers and workers are involved in the sector. "But I think it is important to see the interest of those for whose labour and sweat the production is being made in the sector," she said. 

She said the interest of the employers will also have to be protected so that if they shut down their factories due to excessive pressure where the workers would go? "There would remain demand, but both sides must have understandings," she said. 
Highlighting various government steps for the welfare of garment workers, Sheikh Hasina said she does politics for the welfare of the common people. "Power is nothing to me, I am getting scope for serving the people-it is the big thing," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has set up backward linkage industry in the garment sector and raised the salary of the workers by over 80 percent through wage board. 

Sheikh Hasina said the government has amended the labour law to make it time- befitting to maintain congenial atmosphere in the mills and factories. "There is a provision of punishment for both the employers and workers for wrongdoing in the amended law, while trade union facilities have been incorporated in it," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government is constructing dormitories for the garment workers to ensure their housing facilities.

She said her government would provide loan at low service charge if the employers come forward to build such hostels for the RMG workers.


Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for introduction of life insurance facilities for the garment workers. "There is an arrangement of life insurance for industries, but there is no life insurance for the workers. So we would discuss the issue with the owners how it could be introduced in the sector," she said.


The Prime Minister said her government has taken initiatives to set up a garment village for the workers. We have also taken initiatives for constructing flats for low income groups in districts and upazilas. 


In response to the demand of introduction of rationing system for the garment workers, she said the government would discuss the issue with the garment owners. 

About the rescue operation after the tragic Rana Plaza collapse, Sheikh Hasina said her government had taken prompt action after the building collapse. "Army, navy, air force, police, BGB, red crescent personnel were engaged in rescue drive," she said, adding there was no instance in the history to conduct such drive for a long time. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government has so far provided Taka 19 crore to the 777 Rana Plaza victims. "We have given Tk 10 lakh each to the families of dead victims," she said. 

Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan and other leaders of the steering committee of the council spoke on the occasion.

Dhaka, September 10, 2013

People were misguided in city polls: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said BNP and Jamaat had taken the votes in the five city corporation polls by misguiding the people in the name of religion.
"The people now could realize that they were misguided by the propaganda of BNP and Jamaat," the Prime Minister said when the newly elected office bearers of Barisal Bar Association made a courtesy call on her at her Tajgaon office here today. 

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters after the meeting.


The Prime Minister said, "BNP and Jamaat are expert in making propaganda, which is the main reason of our defeat in the city polls. People have changed their mentality as they could understand that they were misguided." 


BNP spread the false information that thousands of Hefajat workers were killed at Shapla Chattar on May 5, 2013. They misguided people showing the picture of dead persons in Haiti earthquake and mass suicide incident at Jones Town in the USA.

She said the country witness development when Awami League remains in power. "People get something and live in peace and happiness. They get food security during Awami League rule," she added. 


On the other hand, people suffer from multifaceted problems when BNP comes to power. Power crisis takes a serious turn as BNP remains busy with corruption, looting public money and killing.


Sheikh Hasina said Awami League never comes to power to make its own fortune. The party led by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman liberated the country. So, Awami League always works for people's welfare keeping this in mind. 

Recalling the post- election violence across the country including southern part after 2001 election, the Prime Minister said people still remember the incidents of torture, rape and murder.

Journalists of southern region could not stay in their houses during the BNP regime, she said, adding people of Barisal had to take shelter in Kotalipara due to intimidation of BNP hooligans.


The Prime Minister said the country has achieved tremendous development during the tenure of the present government.

Foreign exchange reserves crossed US$ 16 billion, per capita income of people reached US$ 1,044 while overall poverty has declined, she added.


Sheikh Hasina said her government has made the country self- sufficient in food production. The government is trying to recover the fame of the country's southern region as the food- storage.


The Prime Minister said BNP completely indulged in corruption while they were in power last time, and they want to grab the power to do the same thing. All development works would be stopped and the country would again plunge into darkness with BNP-Jamaat back to power, she added.

Central leaders of Awami League Abul Hasnat Abdullah, Advocate Yusuf Hossain Humayun, Advocate Talukder Mohammad Yunus, MP and former mayor Showkat Hossain Hiran were present. 


President of the Barisal Bar Association KBS Ahmed Kabir and general secretary Golam Kabir Badal led the delegation.

The Prime Minister congratulated the newly elected leaders of the association.

The association leaders appreciated the dynamic leadership of the Prime Minister and tremendous success the country achieved under her leadership. They also thanked her for extending all out cooperation for overall development of the country's southern part including Barisal city.


Lamenting BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat clique for hurting the religious sentiment of the people, the Prime Minister said, they burnt thousands of copies of the holy Quran. 

"I begin my daily work with morning prayers and recitation from the holy Quran. On the other hand, they are using religion in political interests. Who will take care of Islam better than me?" she asked.


Pointing out the statement of the opposition leader in a public meeting on Sunday last that police had fired 1.5 lakh bullets at Shapla Chattar, the Prime Minister said, "How is it possible to fire huge bullets in only half an hour?" 

"How many people should have been engaged to clear thousands of dead bodies and remove the injured persons?" she asked the leader of the opposition. 

"They spread a rumour that all Imams and Moazzins were killed . . . But, after the incident, Muslims performed their religious rites as usual in the month of Ramadan. Tarabi namaz as well as other prayers were held in all mosques," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP-Jamaat unleashed propaganda in the same style before 1996 general election. They told that 'Ulu' instead of Azan will be heard from all mosques if Awami League comes to power.


But their propaganda proved false later and Muslims performed their all religious functions with religious fervor. Their claim that Bangladesh would be part of India was also proved false.


Later, a delegation of Barisal University led by Vice Chancellor Prof. Harun ar Rashid Khan called on Prime Minister. They discussed academic and administrative issues of the university with the Prime Minister.


Vice chancellor of the National University and member of Barisal University Prof Harun ar Rashid were present.

Dhaka, September 8, 2013

Sheikh Hasina greets new Australian PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today extended her heartiest congratulations to Tony Abbott on his election as the Australian prime minister.


Sheikh Hasina in a congratulatory message also greeted him on his party's landslide victory in the Australian election.


PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister expressed the hope that the bilateral relations between Dhaka and Canberra would be further strengthened during the tenure of the Abbott government.


"I look forward to further strengthening the existing cordial ties of friendship, understanding and cooperation between our two countries in the years ahead," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also wished good health, happiness and long life of Abbott as well as continued peace, progress and prosperity of the friendly people of Australia.

Abbott's Liberal-National coalition ended the Labor Party's six-year rule in a landslide victory on Saturday.

Dhaka, September 8, 2013

Country to be plunged into darkness if BNP returns to power: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the people to vote for Awami League in the next general election as "the country will be plunged into darkness if BNP comes to power again."


"We have started the journey with the nation on the way of light and prosperity. But darkness would grip the nation if BNP returns to power. So we seek your vote in the next election," she said.


She said: "We once again seek your vote to complete the trial of war criminals and build Bangladesh as a prosperous country by ensuring its economic freedom."

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of the party of six districts at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.


As part of a series of view-exchange meetings to finalise probable party candidates for the parliamentary seats in the next national election, the Awami League President today exchanged views with presidents and general secretaries of Jessore, Tangail, Kishoreganj, Naogaon, Kurigram and Laxmipur district units of the party and their thana, upazila and grade-I pourasabha units.


The ruling party began the series of view exchange meetings between its president and grassroots leaders on September 4 and the meetings would continue till October 12.

Sheikh Hasina said the Awami League does politics for the people and its only thinking is to ensure the welfare of the people. "We did not come to power to make own fortune, we came to power to change the lot of the people," she said.

The Prime Minister expressed her firm determination that Awami League would be able to build a prosperous Bangladesh by ensuring economic emancipation of the people. "Awami League had liberated the country under the leadership of Bangabandhu and the party would build a prosperous Bangladesh by ensuring economic emancipation of the people." AL Advisory Council Member Suranjit Sengupta, Presidium Members Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Kazi Zafarullah and Satish Chandra Roy, Joint Secretaries Dr Dipu Moni and Mahbubul Alam Hanif and Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak were present at the meeting, among others.


AL Deputy Office Secretary Mrinal Kanti Das conducted the meeting. 


Referring to the unbridled terrorism and corruption of the past BNP-Jamaat alliance government, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh would slip backward if it falls in the hands of plunderers and terrorists of BNP and Jamaat.


If BNP comes to power, she said, they will stop all development activities of the present Awami League government. "Power generation will be halted, community clinics will be closed and literacy rate will be reduced by plunging the people into darkness if BNP comes to power again," she said.


About the ongoing trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said her government must complete the trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity.

"We executed the verdict of Bangabandhu killing case to free the nation from stigma and we must finish the trial of war criminals to free Bangladesh from another stigma," she said.

Criticizing the BNP for its ill efforts to thwart war crimes trial, the Prime Minister said the main opposition wants to protect the war criminals as it does no believe in the country's independence.

"BNP always wants to create 'gandogol' (trouble) by destroying peace and happiness of the people," she said.


In this connection, the Prime Minister said she had offered a dialogue to the opposition leader to solve the 'political impasse' in the country.


"But turning down the proposal, she (Khaleda Zia) issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the government, and later the opposition unleashed violent acts in the capital and elsewhere in the country to topple the government," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said the treasury bench accepted an adjournment motion moved by the opposition in the Business Advisory Council meeting to discuss the issue of next election and the polls-time government in Jatiya Sangsad.


"But the BNP later withdrew the adjournment motion as it does not want to solve the problems through discussion," she said.


The Prime Minister urged the countrymen not to be misguided by the anti-government propaganda of the opposition. "A Muslim cannot resort to falsehood standing in a mosque," she said.

About the police crackdown on BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat mayhem on May 5-6 in the capital, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition first claimed that 2000-2500 people were killed in the police action. 


"But the number was reduced to 61 which is also baseless. The list prepared by human rights organization Odhikar is baseless," she said.
The Prime Minister said her government has carried out investigation in all madrasas to find whether any student was missing. "But we did not find any missing student in any madrasa," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat elements carried out propaganda to the people particularly simple rural women that AL has killed all imams, muezzins and devout Muslims. 


"They also propagated that azan (call for prayers) and janaza would not be held as AL killed all imams and muezzins," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said those who carried out this type of propaganda in fact were involved in burning thousands of copies of the holy Quran, cutting trees, uprooting electric poles and setting fire to vehicles and public and private properties.

About the amendment to the constitution, the Prime Minister said the government brought the amendment to strengthen and protect parliamentary democracy as well to seal off usurpation of power illegally. 


"We have brought the amendment so none can grab power unconstitutionally," she said. 

The Prime Minister came down heavily on a section of people, who always criticize for bringing the 15th amendment to the constitution hurriedly terming them as 'Gyan Papi' (willful sinner).

Describing elaborately the whole process of the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said a special committee, headed by the deputy leader of the House, was formed comprising lawmakers of all parties on July 21, 2010.


The JS body, she said, held 27 meetings with the people of all professions including lawyers, journalists and civil society members and 51 recommendations were put forward to the committee. 


Sheikh Hasina said the law minister placed the bill in the House on June 6, 2011 and the bill was sent back to the parliamentary standing committee on the same day. The bill was placed in the cabinet on June 20 the same year, she said.


The Prime Minister said the Jatiya Sangsad passed the bill on June 30, 2011 through direct voting. Two hundred ninety one votes were cast in favour of the bill, while one went against it, she said.


She said the bill has set a new milestone in the country's history as it protected democracy as well as ensured people's empowerment and voting rights of the people.
Highlighting tremendous development activities of the present government in different fields, Sheikh Hasina said when AL goes to power, the people gain self-confidence. "But when BNP comes to power, the people remain in constant anxiety," she said.

Terming her party as a democratic one, the Awami League president said she is holding view exchange meetings to get opinions of the grassroots leaders that would play an important role in fielding candidates in the next general elections.

"Advices would be accepted from the grassroots leaders, and later nomination would be given to the best potential candidates with mixing the survey that we conducted earlier," she said.

Dhaka, September 8, 2013

PM for constructing buildings suitable for weather, environment

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today stressed the need for constructing buildings suitable for weather and environment by maintaining the building code.


"There should be proper ventilation facilities in all buildings side by side other facilities," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said this while presiding over a meeting of the National Disaster Management Council held at her office here this morning.


After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

He said the Prime Minister also called for planting such trees which would protect embankments. "Bangladesh is a disaster- prone country and we have to be sustained by facing this calamity," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said once there was a bad reputation of Bangladesh as a disaster-hit country. "But we have been able to erase this bad name by tackling the disasters efficiently, and many countries follow us in handling disasters," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has identified the problems in disaster management and framed a law to this end. "We will have to tackle the disasters with courage," she said.


She also gave directives and advices to the authorities concerned about different aspects of disaster management.


The meeting discussed in detail the decisions taken earlier and their implementation. 

It also discussed the issues of coordination of development activities with earthquake and city disaster management and the observance of the International Disaster Reduction Day on October 13.
Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque, Disaster Management Minister AH Mahmud Ali, State Minister for Public Works Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan, Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan and concerned secretaries were present at the meeting.

Dhaka, September 7, 2013

Reelect AL for hunger-free nation: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged people to reelect Awami League to build a hunger and poverty free nation and stamp out terrorism and militancy forever. 

"We want to build a nation by 2021 where no people will suffer from hunger, no people will remain illiterate and every people would have access to education, shelter and healthcare," she said.


The Prime Minister said, her government has been working with this vision and has progress in this regard as people voted Awami League in the last election. 

"To realize the vision, it is necessary to continue the development work which is possible through electing Awami League again," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said, "People were never deprived by giving vote to Awami League. If you vote for Awami League, militancy and terrorism will not re-emerge," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a big public rally at Azimpur Girls' School and College ground here this afternoon after inaugurating and laying foundation stone of a number of development projects at Lalbagh-Kotwali area of the city. 

Pointing out the projects taken by the present government for addressing the civic problems of the capital city, the Prime Minister said, her government has resolved the crises of power, gas and water to a large extent. 

Many projects have already been implemented within the shortest period of time to make Dhaka habitable, ease communication, for the city's its beautification and for improving law and order, she said adding a number of flyovers were opened for traffic and largest Hanif Flyover will be opened soon.


Recalling the memories of seven Awami League leaders and workers killed in firing on a Awami League victory rally after Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) election in 1994 in Lalbagh area, the Prime Minister said, "In fact, BNP can give nothing to people except killing, terrorism, militancy and corruption".

"Once people of the old part of Dhaka City were suffering from acute water crisis, we have added additional 220 million gallon water to the pipeline in addition to setting up new pipeline in the city to resolve the crisis," she said.


She said, a large fleet of BRTC buses including double-Deckers and articulated buses was introduced. Separate buses were given for women and school students. The service of the Sadarghat launch terminal was improved and steps were taken so passengers can travel without harassment, she said.


The Prime Minister said the government has taken effective measures to check river pollution and protect the river areas and improve journey on river routes. 
Awami League presidium member and Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, acting general secretary of Awami League Mahbub-ul-Alam Hanif, general secretary of Awami League Dhaka City unit Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya and state minister for law and parliamentary affairs advocate Quamrul Islam Chowdhury, also spoke, among others, with president of Lalbagh thana unit Abul Hasnat in the chair.


The Prime Minister said, Kamrangirchar has been brought under the jurisdiction of DCC and projects were taken for development of the long neglected area. 

The Prime Minister said, the present government has attached utmost importance to education. As part of the government plan, Azimpur Girls' School and College has been nationalized, she said adding the government has also taken projects for construction of11 new government school and colleges in the city. 


Sheikh Hasina said, her government has given textbooks to all school students. Under the project, she said 30 crore books will be distributed this year. The government has created a trust fund and around 1.33 crore girl students are being provided education support from the fund, she said.


Pointing out her government's initiative to acquaint the students with latest science and technological education, the Prime Minister said students of rural areas are also enjoying the benefit of Digital Bangladesh like urban students.


The Prime Minister lambasted the opposition and its allies for their destructive agitation against the government. In the name of movement, the opposition is killing people and members of the law enforcement agencies, destroying public property, torching buses, setting fire inside the mosques, blazing copies of the holy Quran and prayer mat. 

Even after doing all these misdeeds, they are claiming themselves as the guardian of Islam," she said, asking how a person, being a Muslim and taking Quran on hand, can tell lies from mosques.


The Prime Minister said, the opposition party and its allies - Jamaat and Hefajat - are also unleashing falsehood with the actual figure of deaths on May 5 last at Shapla Chattar. 

Before election in 1996, they had attempted to misguide people saying the azan will not be heard from any mosque if AL comes to power. But their claim was proved false later as Azan was not stopped in any mosques, rather people could perform their all religious rites, celebrate festivals with much enthusiasm and religious fervour.

The Prime Minister said, people of the country always got something whenever they gave vote to Awami League. The party always strived to improve life and living of the people, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said, per-capita income of the people of Bangladesh is now US$ 1,044. It would not have been possible if BNP was in power, she said. 

Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated 1000-bed Bangamata Fazilatunnesa Hostel of Eden College. She also unveiled the plaque of Azimpur Government Girls' School and College, Lalbagh Azimpur Power Substation and Mitford Power Substation. 
Sheikh Hasina laid the foundation stone of Shahid Nagar Maternity Hospital, Islambag Community Center and Prasanna Poddar Lane Government Primary School.

Reminiscing the memories of her school life at Azimpur Girls' High School and College, the Prime Minister said, it's a great pleasure for her to have the opportunity to upgrade her own school, founded in 1957, to a government one. 

She hoped that the students of the school will attentively pursue their studies and uphold the reputation of the institution in education and also in extra-curricular activities.

Dhaka, September 6, 2013

PM hopes wrongdoers would refrain from tarnishing Islam's image

Terming Islam as a religion of peace, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed the hope that those who are tarnishing the image of Islam by unleashing terrorism and militancy should be refrained from such crimes. 


"I feel very sorry, when I see that the image of Islam, the greatest religion in the world, is being tarnished by creating terrorism and militancy through using Islam. I hope that those who are engaged in this crime would be refrained from it," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina also hoped that all would come forward to preach the greatness of Islam as a religion of peace. "We hope that Islam as a religion of peace would remain established across the world," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating this year's Hajj programmes at Ashkona Haji Camp in Uttara here this morning. With State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Shahjahan Mian in the chair, the function was addressed by Post and Telecommunication Minister Advocate Sahara Khatoon, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Muhammad Faruq Khan and and Saudi Ambassador to Bangladesh Dr Abdullah Al Nasser Abdullah Al Bushairi. 


Secretary of the Religious Affairs Ministry Kazi Habibul Awal delivered the welcome address. 

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh has been recognized as a model of communal harmony across the globe. "We have to maintain this tradition," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League is always devoted to the welfare of Islam. "My government has been working tirelessly for preaching and expansion of Islam," she said. 

The Prime Minister said her government for the first time has made arrangement for preaching and expansion of Islam in Arabic, Bangla and English languages through digitization by using ICT. 

Through this, she said, Bangla speaking people living at home and abroad are getting scope for learning the holy Quran. "They could listen, read and understand the correct and simple translation of the Quran," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the government has been providing training to religious leaders including Imams through the Ministry of Religious Affairs. "They (religious leaders) have been involved with the development of human resources to create awareness about terrorism, militancy and drugs" she said. 

Besides, she said, the previous AL government had introduced mosque-based children and mass education programme to spread Quranic education through the Islamic Foundation. "Lakhs of children have been brought under the programmes," she said. 

Immediately after assuming office this time, the Prime Minister said, the present AL government resumed the Taka 643.55 crore project. 


She said the government has made religious education mandatory as education could not be completed without it (religious education).


Sheikh Hasina said her government would build or develop a modern mosque in all district and upazila headquarters of the country and sought Saudi assistance in this regard. 

She thanked the Saudi government for its assistance for development and renovation of the Baitul Mukarram National Mosque. 


Paying rich tributes to Father of the Nation Bangbandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Prime Minister said Bangabandhu was a true Muslim and he contributed a lot to preaching and expansion of Islam during his government's three and half years tenure. 

"Bangabandhu first established Islamic Foundation in 1975 and founded Madrasa Board in the country. He stopped horse race at Race Course in Ramna and gambling and banned drinking liquor by framing a law," she said.


Illustrating her government's stride to restore discipline and order in Hajj management, she said the development of Hajj management is a continuous process. 


The number of Hajj pilgrims has increased many times in the last four years as the government restored discipline in Hajj management which is a great achievement of the grand alliance government on the way to implement Vision-2021. 

Sheikh Hasina said the present government has framed the five- year (2010-2014) National Hajj Policy to ensure smooth Hajj management. 

As a result, she said, performing Hajj has been brought under the well-controlled system, like that transparency, accountability and obligation have got an institutional shape in the administrative work.


The Prime Minister said the Saudi Hajj Ministry highly appreciated the qualitative changes that have been made in Bangladesh's Hajj management in the last three years. 

"The Saudi Hajj Ministry has recognized Bangladesh as the best South Asian country in developed Hajj management for the consecutive four years," she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said special attention has been given to the rented houses in Makkah and Madinah to ensure better housing arrangement for the Hajj pilgrims. "Transparency and accountability have been ensured in renting houses in Makkah and Madinah," she said. 

The Prime Minister said the number of Hajj pilgrims has been raised significantly thanks to increasing of services and restoration of discipline in Hajj management. 

"As many as 47,983 Hajj pilgrims performed Hajj in 2006, the last year of the BNP- Jamaat alliance government, while the number was 1,05,617 in 2011 and 1,09,952 in 2012," she said, hoping that the success in Hajj management would continue in future. 

Sheikh Hasina said the number of Hajj pilgrims has been declined this year slightly as a provision has been made that those who performed Hajj in the last five years could not go to Hajj. 


Besides, she said, the Saudi government has curtailed the quota of Hajj pilgrims by 20 percent which would be applicable for all the countries.

The Prime Minister wished good health and peaceful staying of Bangladeshi Hajj pilgrims in Saudi Arabia and requested them to pray for continued peace, prosperity and welfare of the nation. 

Sheikh Hasina thanked the Saudi government for its steps to change the 'aqama' (work permit) for Bangladeshi workers and legalize the illegal Bangladeshi workers in the kingdom. 

A munajat was offered seeking continued peace, prosperity and development of the nation as well peaceful performing of Hajj by the Bangladeshi pilgrims. Khatib of Baitul Mukarram National Mosque Prof Maulana Salahuddin Ahmed conducted the munajat. 

Later, Sheikh Hasina visited the Hajj camp and enquired about wellbeing of the Hajj pilgrims.

The first Hajj flight from Bangladesh begins tomorrow and it would end on October 8. The return flights from Saudi Arabia will commence on October 19. 

Flight arrangements have been made for the first time to send Bangladeshi Hajj pilgrims from Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet.

Rajshahi, September 5, 2013

Militancy to come back with BNP in power: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reminded the people of the horrific situation of Baghmara area here, created by Bangla Bhai, a militant kingpin, during the past BNP-Jamaat regime and cautioned that militancy would come back if BNP and its cohorts, Jamaat-Hefajat, came to power.


"BNP will close down the community clinics depriving people of healthcare services, stop free distribution of books and scholarship for students as well as allowances and food support for different vulnerable groups under social safety net and shut information service centres pulling the country backward like ghosts," she said.
"The BNP leader doesn't want better life for the people. She always wants a lavish life for herself. She has no time to look into the problems of the people. But people get prosperity and live in peace and safety when Awami League comes to power," she added.

The Prime Minister, who arrived here earlier in the day on a day-long visit, was addressing a big public rally at Deula Chowrasta Ena Park Mela Math (ground) at Baghmara Upazila here.


Sheikh Hasina said both the sons of the BNP chairperson looted and siphoned off the public money when BNP was in power.Federal court of USA and Singapore seized their ill-gotten money and returned it to Bangladesh. But, BNP leader is showing her angry attitude to us," she said.


"Why are you angry with us? The Singapore government has returned the money and we have brought it back. The money will be spent for the cause of the people," she said.

The Prime Minister said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat are making orchestrated campaign against Awami League in the name of religion. "In 1996, they also unleashed propaganda that people would not hear Azan from mosques if Awami League comes to power."

"In the same style, they are now out to mislead people in the name of religion," she said asking as to how those who set fire inside the mosque, burnt the Quran and killed innocent people could believe in the spirit of Islam.

Chaired by Engineer Enamul Haque, MP, president of Baghmara UZ AL, the meeting was addressed by AL Presidium Member Mohammad Nasim, Joint Secretary Mahbubul-ul Alam Hanif, State Minister for Industries Omar Faruk Chowdhury, former mayor of Rajshahi AHM Khairuzzaman Liton, AL Organizing Secretary Abu SayeedAl Mahmud Swapan.

Recalling the reign of terror of BNP-Jamaat and Bangla Bhai in Baghmara, the Prime Minister said, they made the area a sanctuary of militants in the name of establishing Islamic rule. They hanged Jubo League leader Khejur Ali upside down after killing him. They cut many people into pieces and buried in the mud. People couldn't sleep in their homes in peace.


"BNP and Jamaat are synonymous with terrorism and corruption. Nursing terrorism and killing people are their characteristics. A BNP minister patronized Bangla Bhai to turn Baghmara into a terrain of horror," she said.


The Prime Minister said, people of Baghmara got rid of terrorism as they gave vote to Awami League. Baghmara and different areas of Rajshahi are no more volatile regions now. Development is now getting priority in those areas and people are living in peace.

The Prime Minister said, Awami League has made the country self-reliant in food. Steps were taken for overall socio- economic development and welfare of people of all strata, she said.

She said the government has distributed food for free to the ultra poor in the month of Ramadan. Farmers are getting support including cash subsidy in fertilizer and fuel from the government, she said adding Awami League reduced the price of fertilizer several times while BNP killed 18 farmers as they demanded fertilizer and power.
Referring to distribution of free textbooks among school students and stipends, she said, "We give books to students while BNP makes them terrorists. This is the difference between BNP and Awami League," she said.

Comparing the rice prices during Awami League and BNP regimes, the Prime Minister said, "We handed over power in 2001 when price of one kg rice was Taka 10. The price shot up to Taka 40/50 during BNP regime," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the purchasing capacity of people has increased over the last four and a half years along with the increase in per capita income of people.

A day-labourer could not buy more than two kg rice with their daily earning. But now they can buy 8/10 kg rice as the government reduced the rice price remarkably, she said.
Accusing BNP of telling lies and playing tricks on people, the Prime Minister said they (BNP) could not increase power production, rather they decreased the generation. 

"They cannot give power but burn down power stations," she said referring to a recent attack on power station and brutal killing of an engineer of the station in Kansat, Chapainawabganj.

Sheikh Hasina said, the Awami League government in 1996-2001 period had taken expansion project of the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque with the financial support of Saudi Arabia. But, taking office in 2001, the BNP-Jamaat regime put the project on hold. 

After taking office in 2009, the Awami League government completed the expansion work of the national mosque. And now BNP and Jamaat are using the mosque for the political purpose, she said asking why Begum Zia had suspended the work.

"We have decorated the national mosque beautifully. But, Jamaat-Shibir zealots set fire inside the mosque, prayers mats, and prevented it's Imam from conducting Jumma prayers," she said.


"Now, Hefajat has joined with BNP and Jamaat. Their cadres burnt hundreds of copies of the Quran, which never happened anywhere in the world," she said. "How do those people, who burn the Quran, can serve Islam?"

The Prime Minister said, BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat are now spreading falsehood over the incident at Shapla Square on May 5 last. Unruly activists of Hefajat killed police and 11 persons. Police recovered the bodies from under the podium, she said. 

"But, BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat are now engaged in an orchestrated propaganda that the government killed all of their Imams and Azan will not be heard from mosques."

"How can they spread such falsehood and how can they tell lies from mosques," she asked requesting the huge gathering to think about the deception of the BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat in the name of Islam and not to be misguided. 

Earlier, the PM inaugurated the Bangabandhu Memorial Complex along with 14 other development projects and 38 community clinics. She also laid the foundation of 15 development projects in Rajshahi.

Rajshahi, September 5, 2013

PM gives national standard to four BIR battalions

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today highly commended Bangladesh Infantry Regiment (BIR) saying their jobs at home and abroad has brightened the image of Bangladesh Army as well as the nation.


She said BIR members are playing a praiseworthy role for protecting country's security. Apart from this, in any national crisis they are standing beside the people and actively working with them to overcome the situation.


The Prime Minister said this while handing over the National Standard to the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th battalions of Bangladesh Infantry Regiment (BIR) at Bangladesh Infantry Regiment Centre (BIRC) in Rajshahi Cantonment here.


She hoped that the patriotic members of BIR would be able to actively contribute to the nation building through enriching efficiency and professionalism in their service life.

The National Standard was given to the four battalions for their efficiency, hard exercise and sincerity as well as recognition of their valuable contribution to Bangladesh Army and national development.


The Prime Minister said the government has taken a master plan for expansion and development of Rajshahi Cantonment in a planned manner. Steps were also taken to build a big academic block to facilitate the BIR members to have quality training from the centre, she said.


An attractive parade was held on the occasion at Shaheed Colonel Anis Parade Ground. On her arrival at the parade ground, Chief of Army Staff, General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, General Officer Commanding (GOC), Area Commander of Bogra and Papa BIR of the regiment received the Prime Minister.


A smartly-turned out contingent of BIR gave her salute. On an open jeep, the Prime Minister reviewed the parade. Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan and parade commander Lieutenant Colonel Md. Amzad Hossain accompanied the Prime Minister at that time. Ministers, PM's advisers, parliament members, chiefs of three services, high civil and military officials and diplomats of different countries were present on the occasion.


Terming the national flag as the symbol of independence, sovereignty and dignity, the Prime Minister said, it is the responsibility of all to uphold the dignity of the national flag. She said the BIR of Bangladesh Army stood beside the people to serve them in any crisis side by side discharging their duties to protect the motherland.

The Prime Minister mentioned that female members along with their male colleagues are equally contributing to protect the independence and sovereignty of the country. In this regard, she said, inclusion of female cadets in 47th BMA Long Course was a time-befitting and epoch making decision of her government during its previous tenure.
Sheikh Hasina said, her government has finalized the 'Forces Goal-2030' and is making its constant efforts for modernization of Army in light of that goal.

She said the Bangladesh Infantry Regiment in Rajshahi was established with the East Bengal Regiment keeping in mind the vast areas of work of the infantry force.

Work on construction of country's first indoor firing range in Rajshahi is progressing fast, Sheikh Hasina said, adding it would help increase the performance of the army in fire weapon.

The Prime Minister placed a wreath at Bir Gourav, built in memory of the martyred soldiers of Bangladesh Infantry Regiment in the War of Liberation.

Later, addressing a conference of the Commanders of Bangladesh Infantry Regiment the Prime Minister said her government wants a skilled, well-disciplined, fully equipped strong armed force.

She said, national armed force is the symbol of country's unity and sovereignty. We have a comprehensive and transparent vision about armed forces.


The Prime Minister hoped that the armed forces would grow up as the national assets on its own entity and evolve as an integrated institution.


Sheikh Hasina said her government wants to build Bangladesh as a self-reliant dignified nation. "We want to make the country self- reliant economically. To achieve the goal we hope that you will discharge your duties with utmost sincerity and patriotism,"she said.

The Prime Minister inaugurated the newly-constructed Rajshahi Cantonment Public School and College.

Dhaka, September 4, 2013

AL to initiate power transfer constitutionally: PM

Reiterating her firm commitment to holding the next election constitutionally, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Awami League would definitely initiate the process of transferring power through election.


"Awami League is the only party which is sincere in establishing constitutional and voting rights of the people. And for this, the party sacrificed a lot," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of seven districts of the party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.


The Prime Minister said the people of the country voted AL in the last general elections to strengthen democracy through amending the constitution.


As per the mandate of the people, she said, the government has brought amendment to the constitution to ensure constitutional and voting rights of the people and seal of usurpation of power illegally.


"Now we want to set an example of transferring power constitutionally through a peaceful election to continue the advancement of democracy," she said adding, somebody must start the process from somewhere.


The ruling Awami League started such a meeting from today as part of the preparation for the next general election.


On the first day of the meeting, the Prime Minister exchanged views with the leaders of district, upazila and class one pourasabha units of Dinajpur, Jamalpur, Rajbari, Manikganj, Lalmonirhat, Gazipur and Bhola.


Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, AL Advisory Council Member Suranjit Sengupta, Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Abdul Latif Siddique, Kazi Zafarullah, Advocate Sahara Khatun and Satish Chandra Roy were present among others.


Sheikh Hasina said after the assassination of Bangabandhu, the military dictators captured power illegally and later appeared in politics by leaving uniform. The country witnessed 19 coups at that time, she said.


The Prime Minister said military dictators arranged farcical referendum and formed political parties to give legitimacy to their illegal power capture. They also distributed leftover to some dishonest and corrupt politicians to include them in the parties, she said.

"Sheikh Hasina said the military dictators polluted the country's politics time and again. We don't want to see pollution in politics again and that is why, we brought amendment to the constitution," she said.


In this connection, the Prime Minister mentioned that the apex court of the country declared the 13th amendment to the constitution illegal.


Describing elaborately the whole process of the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said a special committee, headed by deputy leader of the House, was formed comprising lawmakers of all parties on July 21, 2010.

The JS body, she said, held 27 meetings with the people all professions including lawyers, journalists and civil society members and 51 recommendations were put forward to the committee.

Sheikh Hasina said the law minister placed the bill in the House on June 6, 2011 and the bill was sent back to the parliamentary standing committee on the same day. The bill was placed in the cabinet on June 20 the same year, she said. 


The Prime Minister said the Jatiya Sangsad passed the bill on June 30, 2011 through direct voting. Two hundred ninety one votes were cast in favour of the bill, while one went against it, she said.


She said the bill has set a new milestone in the country's history as it protected democracy as well as ensured people's empowerment and voting rights of the people.

The Prime Minister came down heavily on a section of people, who are always out to install an unconstitutional government, saying these people always want to see illegitimate government for their personal benefit.


"There are some people, who failed to form a political party, never won the elections and do not have the courage to seek votes," she said.


She posed a question as to why this class has so much pain to keep intact the constitutional, strengthen democracy and run the country as per the constitution. 

Referring to various kinds of writings and criticism from different quarters about the polls-time government, Sheikh Hasina said they (the quarters) have a strong desire to go to power, whether there is martial law and illegal government in the country. 

"That's why they always want that kind of government to get some benefit," she said adding, "These people are behind all sorts of complexities in the country." 

Talking about the painful experience of the last caretaker government, she said that the last caretaker government came to power for three months, but they clung to power for two years skipping the elections.


Without mentioning anyone's name, she said that one eminent and internationally reputed jurist of the country gave an opinion that the caretaker government could remain in power till the 'dooms day'.


"We have to make it sure that the country must not be in such a position again and I will request the countrymen to remain alert regarding this," she said.


Referring to the ongoing trial of war criminals, the Prime Minister said her government had pledged to hold the trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity.

"The present government executed the verdicts of Bangabandhu murder case and it will also implement the judgments of war crimes trial to free the nation from stigma," she said. 

Highlighting tremendous development activities of the present government in different fields, Sheikh Hasina said when AL goes to power, the people gain self-confidence. "But when BNP comes to power, the people remain in constant anxiety," she said.

Terming her party as a democratic one, the Awami League president said she is holding view exchange meetings to get opinions of the grassroots leaders that would play an important role in fielding candidates in the next general elections.

Dhaka, September 4, 2013

Computer education compulsory from primary level: PM

Prime Minister Sheiekh Hasina today said the government is contemplating making computer education compulsory from primary level.


She said gradually every school in the country will have a computer lab and the cost of bandwidth would be further reduced to make Internet service available for people.

She said this while addressing a function at her Tejgaon office in connection with launching installation of computer labs in secondary schools with the financial support of the Indian government.


Sheikh Hasina said IT Business Incubator would be set up in public universities and scope would be created for research on IT.


Under the project, computer lab would be set up in one secondary school in each district. An agreement between the two countries in this regard was signed during Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh's Dhaka visit in September 2011.


Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid and Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Pankaj Saran attended the function as special guests while ICT Minister Mostafa Faruk Mohammad was in the chair. ICT Secretary Nazrul Islam Khan gave the welcome address.

On behalf of the students, Zannatul Mawa Chowdhury, a student of twelfth class of Shamsul Haq Khan School and College, Demra expressed her feeling of using ICT in education while Shahidul Alam, deputy commissioner of Barisal and teacher Shankar Kumar Saha also spoke on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said Bangladeshi students are progressing fast keeping pace with the digital world. With setting up of the computer labs in schools, more scope will open up before them to acquire knowledge on information technology, she said.

Sheikh Hasina thanked friendly Indian government for the support saying about four thousand labs were already set up in different schools. In phases, such lab would be installed in every institution in urban and rural areas, she said.

The Prime Minister said computer labs in schools providing opportunities to students as well as teachers and local people to have practical knowledge on IT. College and school teachers are being given training on ICT in those labs, she said.

Pointing her government commitment to build a Digital Bangladesh by 2021, the Prime Minister said a separate ministry was established to create necessary facilities. My sonand IT expert Sajib Wajed Joy helped the government in this work, Sheikh Hasina said.

The Prime Minister said the government is creating new opportunities in the area of ICT everyday. Many progammes are being implemented for making ICT education attractive and result- oriented.

She said the government has taken steps for infrastructure development of IT sector and ensuring right to information. E-governance has been established to ensure good governance and justice, she added.

Ministries were connected with departments, district and upazila offices through ICT network which contributed to improve efficiency as well as momentum in the work.

She said the government has reduced the price of bandwidth to make it available and in phases the price would be further reduced.


Pointing out the establishment of Information and Service Centre in every union, the Prime Minister said, "We want to groom up our young generation rich in IT knowledge."

She said a hi-tech park on IT is being constructed at Kaliakoir, Gazipur and IT village would be set up in every division.


Indian High Commissioner termed the India-financed computer lab installation in 64 district as a milestone in development of relationship between the two countries. 

Bangladesh's education programme has received universal acknowledgement and vision for a Digital Bangladesh has ushered in a new hope among people, he said.

Ukhiya, Coz’s Bazar, September 3, 2013

True Muslims cannot favour militancy: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said no true Muslim could be involved in militancy or favour militancy.


She said a pious Muslim could not burn the holy Quran. But,the cadres of Jamaat-Shibir, Hefajat and BNP burnt hundreds of copies of the Quran and hurt the religious sentiment of the true Muslims.


"They not only torched the temples at Ramu and Ukhiya, they also burnt thousands of Quran in Dhaka and set fire to Baitul Mokarram National Mosque," she added.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League government has taken stern action against terrorism, militancy and corruption. That's why Jamaat-Hefajat and BNP are aggrieved with Awami League.

At the instigation of the BNP leader, the militants are carrying out destructive activities across the country, she said urging people to remain alert to their ill motive.

The Prime Minister, who arrived here today to inaugurate a number of development projects and reconstructed Buddhist temples, was addressing a huge public meeting at Ukhiya High School ground here.

"The holy Quran clearly stipulates that all people will enjoy their religious rights with full freedom. It's also the teaching of Prophet (SM). So, why will we attack the people of other faiths," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said, the country including Cox's Bazar witnessed massive development as Awami League came to power. "I also want your vote for 'boat' in next elections."

"If you give vote to Awami League again, Inshallah, we will finish the remaining works and take development programmes to build a hunger and poverty free Sonar Bangla by 2021," she said.


Chaired by Adil Uddin Chowdhury, UZ AL president, the rally was addressed by local parliament member Abdur Rahman Badi and Ethin Rakhain, MP. Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir,Industries Minister Dilip Barua and Minister for Environment and Forests Dr Hasan Mahmud were also present.


The Prime Minister said nothing could be disgraceful than setting fire to the national mosque and burning huge number of the Quran. "But they have done this. They are doing politics in the name of Islam and talking about caring Islam," she said.

She said, Bangladesh would be a peaceful nation and it's possible if the future generation is groomed properly with better education and knowledge. 

She said, the present government has attached highest importance to education taking many epoch making projects so students particularly of the poor families can pursue their studies. 

Criticizing the Leader of the Opposition for her support to Hefajat Islami, the Prime Minister said, "We called her to dialogue to find out a way of holding next elections in May last. But she gave us an ultimatum to quit power, instigating the leaders of Hefajat to lay siege to Dhaka city. 


"We gave permission to Hefajat to hold a rally at Shapla Square as we believed in their democratic rights. But being instigated by the leader of the opposition they followed the path of destruction." 


"They set fire to the national mosque and prayers mats. They prevented the Imams of the mosque from preaching during Juma prayers," she said. 

The Prime Minister said, no political party but Awami League has implemented so much programmes and projects for promotion of Islam. "BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat used the religion for their personal interests, but the real work for promotion of Islam was done by us," she said. 


Thousands of people braving rain joined the rally carrying placards, festoons and party symbol 'boat'.


Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated a number of development projects and reconstructed Buddhist monasteries and temples. She also laid foundation of some projects. 

The Prime Minister said the Awami League government has formulated an education policy where religious education has been made compulsory. No other government did this, she said.


"We have done the maximum work for preaching Islam, welfare of Islam, and protection of Islam. Bangabandhu constituted the Madrasa Board and Islamic Foundation," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said, people of every religion would live in Bangladesh with equal rights. She wondered as to why people of one religion would attack those believing in other faiths and why they would set fire to the place of worship of others.

Extending her thanks to the people of Ukhiya and Teknaf for giving vote to the Awami League candidate in 2008 election, Sheikh Hasina said her government would do everything possible for development of the area.


"Bangabandhu liberated Bangladesh aimed at freeing its people from poverty and hunger. Our government is making relentless efforts to achieve the goal," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the culprits of Ramu and Ukhiya were defeated as local people, Awami League leaders and workers and members of the law enforcement agencies built up resistance against them.


The Prime Minister extended her thanks to members of Bangladesh Army for reconstructing the damaged temples very quickly and efficiently. She also thanked Bangladesh Border Guard (BGB) for rebuilding the damaged houses.

"Through the reconstruction of the temples, it has been proved that Bangladesh is a land of communal harmony. People or every religion will live in this country with full freedom," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the present government has achieved food autarky while BNP worked for keeping the country in food shortage. "Their aim is to do business and our goal is to achieve self-reliance and build up a dignified nation where people will live keeping their heads high."


She announced that one Government College and one high school would be constructed in every upazila of the country. Ukhiya Bangamata Mohila College would be nationalized, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said, Cox's Bazar-Teknaf area was neglected for long. But the area got the touch of development as they gave vote for Awami League last time.

The Awami League government during its first stint in 1996-2001 had taken initiatives for marine driveway from Cox's Bazaar to Teknaf. A private university will be constructed in Cox's Bazar, she said.

Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar, September 3, 2013

PM lays foundation of 12 Madrasas in Cox's Bazar

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid the foundation stones of 12 madrasa buildings in different upazilas of Cox's Bazar district. 


Among the madrasa buildings, two will be established at Chokoria, two at Tekua, one at Kutubdia, one at Moheshkhali, four at Cox's Bazar Sadar and two at Teknaf.

These 12 madrasas is a part of a project to construct 1,000 buildings of Madrasa Education across the country approved by the executive committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC).


This is the ever-biggest government initiative to develop Madrasa Education and infrastructure in the country.


Of the total project cost, the government will provide Taka 14.78 billion from the national exchequer while Taka 1.16 billion will come from the project assistance. 

The project, construction of academic buildings at the cost of Taka 7.38 billion, to come from the government exchequer, will be implemented by the Directorate of Education Engineering and is expected to be complete by 2015.


According to the education directorate statistics of 2008, the country has 9,388 madrasas including dakhil, alim, fazil and kamil. Among these, only three madrasas are government-owned. So, most of the madrasas are functioning in damaged or semi-pucca classroom. 

After completion of the project, 150,000 madrasa students will have got the facilities to continue academic education in better environment. At the same time, the buildings will be used as shelter centres during any kind of natural disasters. 


Under the project, 850 of A-type one-storey academic buildings for plain areas, 25 of B-type one-storey academic building for salty areas, 75 of C- type academic building-come- shelter centres for haour, bill and river areas, and 50 of D-type academic building-come-shelter centres in coastal areas will be built. 


Every building will have three classrooms, toilet and rooftop room.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also inaugurated the newly constructed 'Bimukti Bidarshan Bhabana Kendra' at north Mithachhari, 'Central Sima Buddhist monastery' and 'Lalching Buddhist Monastery', which were damaged in a recent communal violence.

RAMU, Cox’s Bazar, September 3, 2013

PM calls for communal harmony at any cost

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the people irrespective of caste, creed and religion to work together to protect the communal harmony being nurtured in the country for thousands of years. 


"I always speak that 'religion is personal, but the festivals are for all. Peace, friendship and harmony are our pride," she said adding the communal harmony being nurtured here for thousands of years, should be protected at any cost.

The Prime Minister said this after inaugurating the reconstructed Ramu Central Seema Bihar which was damaged and burnt by criminals on September 29, 2012. 

At the directives of the Prime Minister, Army Headquarters, 17 Engineering Construction Battalion of Special Works Organization, Chittagong reconstructed 19 damaged monasteries and temples within eight months of the incident.
Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has been recognized as a peaceful abode form ancient age for her moderate religious values, tolerance and fraternity among people. 

"People of all religions fought together for the independence under the leadership of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman," she said urging all to follow the path of Bangbandhu to build a hunger and poverty free and peaceful Bangladesh. 

The Prime Minister said as a Muslim majority country it is our responsibility to ensure security and safety of the minorities. If they are tortured here, minority Muslims in other countries might face similar intimidation," she noted.


Sheikh Hasina said the incident of Ramu is a shame for us. The day was horrible one and we could overcome the situation with united efforts of the all, she said adding "such a blow is totally unacceptable as we want to build Bangladesh as a nation of communal harmony in South Asia." 


Principal of Seema Bihar Satya Priyo Mohathero and General Secretary of Seema Bihar Tarun Barua also spoke on the occasion.

Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Industries Minister Dilip Barua, Environment and Forests Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin, Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, PM' s Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Foreign Secretary Shahidul Haque and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion. 


Earlier, the PM visited Bimukti Bidarshan Bhaban Bihar at North Mithachhari, Ramu Moitree Bihar and Lal Ching Moitree Bihar at Ramu Chowmuhuni. Shuddhananda Mohathero and Sangharaj Dharmasen Mohathero were present. 

Ambassadors and high commissioners of the USA, Russia, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bhutan and diplomats from South Korea, China and Australia were present.

The Prime Minister said once world famous monasteries like Somapuri Mohabihar, Basu Bihar, Holud Bihar, Seetacoat Bihar, Shalban Bihar were built in Bangladesh, which were the centre of practicing knowledge. 


Noted scholar Atish Dipankar, Shil Bhadra and Shanta Rakkhit were born in this country, she said.

Pointing out the government support for renovation of different monasteries of the Buddhists community in the country, the Prime Minister said the present government has given equal attention to development of mosques, temples, churches and pagodas. 

She said land has been allocated for construction of a Bouddha Bihar at Uttara in Dhaka, while Dharmarazik Boudhha Bihar has been given seven katha more land. 

A total of 12 monasteries and temples in Ramu and seven monasteries and temples in Ukhia were damaged massively at the instigation of some criminals on September 29 last year. 

While visiting the place of occurrences, the Prime Minister on October 8 last year gave assurance to reconstruct and repair of the damaged monasteries. 


She thanked members of Bangladesh Army, Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) for their efforts to complete the reconstruction and repair works of beautiful Buddhist monasteries and temples at 19 different places within eight months of the incident. 

Traditional and famous architectural designs of the Buddhist community have been added to these Buddhist monasteries and temples during repair," she said.

She also thanked local people and the administration of Ramu and Ukhia upazilas for their sincere cooperation and unequivocal support to this end.


Sheikh Hasina hoped that reconstruction and repair of the monasteries and temples would help healing the wounds created in the minds of the Buddhist community after their damage.

"I firmly believe that you will get back confidence in the government as we have stood beside you soon after the incident," she said adding police have already submitted charge-sheet of the case filed in this connection and the culprits would get due punishment.

Dhaka, September 2, 2013

Polls any day in 90 days to Jan 24: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today made it clear that the next parliamentary elections will be held as per the constitutional provision within 90 days to expiry of parliament.

According to the constitution, the present parliament will expire on January 24, 2014 and the elections will be held any day within 90 days before the expiry date. During the time, the parliament will exist but no session will be held and the government will not take any decision on policy matters, she said.


In a meeting with the secretaries at Bangladesh Secretariat here, the Prime Minister urged the top bureaucrats to study the process of transfer of power in parliamentary democracies so they can perform their duties properly during the interim period.

Cabinet Secretary M Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan briefed reporters on the outcome of the 'open-agenda' meeting at the cabinet room of the secretariat. 

Information Secretary Mortuza Ahmed and additional secretary of the cabinet division Ishtiaque Ahmed were present during the briefing. 


PM's advisor on public administration HT Imam and 58 secretaries of different ministries and divisions attended the meeting. A total of 23 secretaries including the cabinet secretary spoke on the occasion. 


It was the 6th meeting of the Prime Minister with the secretaries after she assumed office in January 2009.

"It was a routine meeting of the Prime Minister with the secretaries. However, the three and a half hours' meeting was important as it was held at a time when the tenure of the government is nearing completion," the cabinet secretary said. 

The meeting discussed various issues ranging from acceleration of the implementation of the development projects and their continuation, ensuring accountability and transparency at all levels of the administration as well as making democracy sustainable and practicing democratic culture and values. 


The Prime Minister said, over the last four years and eight months the country in every sphere of national life has witnessed a visible development and this trend should be continued.

She said, the government is a continuous process though its executives are changed through elections after a certain period. So, it's important to continue the pace of development, where government officials, particularly the secretaries, have an important role.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said it is important to continue the pace of development and it's more important to keep on the democratic process and promote democratic values and culture. The government officials have a role to play in implementing development works and in the democratic process as well, she said. 

By furnishing many data and information, she said, the country achieved a massive progress in all socio-economic sectors and improving the overall macro-economic conditions, containing terrorism and militancy, establishing good governance and public safety, where the government officials have played a tremendous role. 

Sheikh Hasina said regular meetings of cabinet and the national economic committee and execution of the decisions and annual development programmes (ADP) manifests the performance of the government. It was possible due to the commitment and sincerity of the government officials, she said.


The Prime Minister particularly mentioned the working atmosphere that her government could create to bring about dynamism in the administrative activities and improving the efficiency of the government officials.

Laying importance on reforms in backdated and complex legal provisions, the Prime Minister gave necessary directives to the secretaries for their changes. Some of these laws are complicated and some are difficult to execute within a stipulated time, she said, adding these laws should be made easy and liberal to be implemented. 

Particularly, the Prime Minister laid importance on making simple the project preparing procedure and said the process is still difficult though it was made easier over the years. In this regard, she asked the secretaries to select development projects on a priority basis and allocate fund accordingly.


Pointing out the election commitment of the present government to build a Digital Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said, "Our goal was to create a self-reliant and dignified nation. Out of that commitment, she said the present government has taken various development projects.

The Prime Minister extended her thanks to the secretaries to implement those commitments and urged them to render their services with a sprit so that Bangladesh can stand amidst world community keeping its head high. 


The Prime Minister said her government, if it comes to power again, will go for massive decentralization of the administration. In view of this, she asked the secretaries to retune their mental mindsets saying all local governments would be more strengthened conceptualizing the district-budget.


"At that time, administrative power will be delegated to lower level and the government officials should be ready to work with grassroots level political leaders," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said country's constitution stipulated the basic philosophy of the country's development. So, everybody should go through the constitution and try to execute the spirit in their all activities, she said.


The Prime Minister underscored the need for regular monitoring of the execution of the unfinished development projects to ensure their quality and speed. 

The cabinet secretary said the secretaries raised some points and observations with regards to making the administration dynamic and expedite the on-going development projects particularly during the remaining time of the present government. 

"Secretaries didn't raise any particular demand relating to their interests but some issues which are important for overall administrative system," the cabinet secretary said. 

"One of the issues was formation of a permanent pay commission for the civil servants," he said, adding the secretaries urged for completion of the process of formation of the commission quickly.


The secretaries also recommended for a lucrative incentive structure and post retirement benefits to attract the meritorious people to join public service, the cabinet secretary also said. 

The Prime Minister gave a patient hearing to the secretaries saying the most important thing to her is- country's development, poverty alleviation and frees the nation from hunger. 

"Everybody will be benefited if the country is developed and government officials will also get its profit," the Prime Minister said urging the secretaries to work them with utmost devotion and sincerity to sustain the country's development and democratic progress.

Dhaka, September 2, 2013

PM hands over bus to JU VC

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday handed over a 28-seated air-conditioned bus to Jahangirnagar University authorities.


The Prime Minister handed over its key to vice-chancellor Prof Md Anwar Hossain at her office.

The bus was provided by Basic Bank Ltd.


JU Pro-VC Prof MA Matin, Pro-VC (Admin) Prof Afsar Ahmed and senior officials of the Prime Minister's office and Basic Bank Ltd, among others, were present.

Dhaka, September 1, 2013

PM mourns death of David Frost

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed deep shock at the death of veteran British journalist and broadcaster Sir David Frost.


In a condolence message, the Prime Minister recalled his invaluable contribution to Bangladesh's War of Liberation in 1971, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said. 

Sheikh Hasina said Frost earned fame around the world for his TV interviews with the heads of state and government including Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.


"As a huge figure in broadcasting, Frost made a huge impact on television and politics," she said.


Apart from her, the Prime Minister mentioned, he (Frost) also took interviews of her son Sajeeb Wazed Joy and nephew Redwan Mujib Siddique Bobby.


Through taking interviews of the member of three generations of Bangabandhu's family, she said, a deep relation had developed between Frost and this family.
The Prime Minister prayed for salvation of the departed soul and conveyed deep sympathy to the bereaved family.


Sir David Frost has died at the age of 74 after a suspected heart attack while on board a cruise ship.


A family statement said he had been giving a speech aboard the cruise ship, Queen Elizabeth, on Saturday night.


The cruise company Cunard said its vessel left the English port of Southampton on Saturday for a 10-day cruise in the Mediterranean.

Known for incisive interviews of leading public figures, Frost spent more than 50 years.

The revered British broadcaster recently visited Bangladesh to make a documentary on Bangabandhu. In this purpose, he went to Ganobhaban, Bangabandhu Bhaban and Tungipara and took interview of Sheikh Hasina.
Ashulia, Dhaka, September 1, 2013

PM assures garment workers of better life

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today assured the garment workers of all measures to provide them with a better life and urged them not to do anything detrimental to the garment sector.


She said the government has already decided to constitute wage board for increasing the salaries and allowances of the garment workers and asked the owners to give adequate salaries to them according to the recommendation of the board.

Urging the garment workers to remain careful about the propaganda of BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat against the present government, the Prime Minister said in the name of religion they are misguiding people.


Calling upon the garment workers to vote for Awami League in the next general election, the Prime Minister said female garment workers might lose their job if the unholy alliance led by BNP comes to power.


The Prime Minister said this at a function on the occasion of laying foundation of the country's first dormitory for female garment workers at Ashulia on the outskirts of city this afternoon.


The Prime Minister said the preparatory work for formation of a wage board to give recommendation to increase wages and allowances of the garment workers is progressing fast.

"As long as I'm in office, you need not go for any movement as I have full support for your all legitimate demands," Sheikh Hasina said adding usually a wage board is formed in every five years, but we have taken decision to constitute the wage board considering the interest of the workers.


In the hostel building, to be constructed by Department of Women and Children Affairs, the female garment workers will get residential and dining facilities at low cost, free furniture, healthcare services, recreation and sports facilities, and daycare services for their children. 


State minister for Children and Women Affairs Meher Afroz Chumki presided over the meeting while Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, state minister for labour and employment Munnujan Sufian, chairman of the parliamentary standing committee on ministry of children and women affairs Fazilatunessa Indira, secretary of the ministry Tariqul Islam spoke among others on the occasion.


The Prime Minister said, the government has taken initiatives for construction of the dormitories so that the female garment workers can live in a healthy and good atmosphere. The government would provide same facilities for the garment owners if they are ready to create same facilities for garment workers, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the government has selected land at Bipail for construction of garments colony with better housing facilities for several thousand garment workers, she said.
The country is earning valuable foreign currencies owing to hard labour of the garment workers, entrepreneurship of the owners and supportive government policies, the Prime Minister said.


"Garment sector is contributing to getting our economy strong and creating employment. It's empowering the womenfolk and reducing poverty," she said.

The Prime Minister said, the present government has attached special importance to garment sector and taken steps for boosting the industry and providing the garment workers with better living facilities.


She said the salaries of the garment workers have been increased by 82 percent in 2010 making their initial salary to Taka 3,000 from Taka 1,600. Steps were also taken for regular payment of the salary, bonus and overtime allowance, she added.

Pointing out the responses of the government to recent fire and building collapse incidents in the garment factories, the Prime Minister said, "We have tried to respond with all our efforts in the quickest possible time."

The rescue operation and rehabilitation works after Rana Plaza building collapse is an evident example of our stride, she said.


The Prime Minister said the government has given financial support of Taka 16 crore to the injured and families of the deceased workers from the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund.


Moreover, the government spent around Taka 1.5 crore for treatment of the injured. Families of the unidentified garment workers would get support from the government after DNA matching, she said.

"No government but the Awami League provided so much financial support for the workers from the Prime Minister's Fund," Sheikh Hasina said.


Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh Awami League, whenever it has formed the government, worked for the welfare of the womenfolk. 


"Bangabandhu constituted a board in 1972 for rehabilitation of the women affected during liberation war. We are following the footprint of Bangabandhu to ensure socio-economic and political empowerment of the womenfolk," she said.


She said, the present government has established 29 Labour Welfare Centre (LWC) in different industrial areas of the country. These centres are conducting educational courses for the workers, providing primary healthcare services and medicine apart from providing advice on family planning, she said.


The Prime Minister urged the countrymen irrespective of political opinion to be united for country's development and keep the pace of development uninterrupted.

She urged the business organizations to come forward side by side with the government for improving the living standard of the garment workers.

Dhaka, September 1, 2013

Bangladesh committed to Iraq's reconstruction: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said Bangladesh remains committed to Iraq's reconstruction and its aspiration for achieving economic stability and progress.

"Bangladesh believes that the Iraqi people would be able to establish sustainable democracy in their country," she said.


The Prime Minister expressed the hope when Iraqi Labour and Social Affairs Minister Nassar al-Rubaiee called on the PM at her office here this morning.

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.


Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh attaches great importance to its relations with Iraq. "That brotherly ties are deeply rooted in our common faith, shared history and culture," she said.

The Prime Minister recalled with gratitude that Iraq was the first Arab country which recognized Bangladesh and extended friendship to the newly born nation.

She expressed Bangladesh's firm commitment to further consolidate, develop and expand relationship with Iraq in all possible areas of cooperation.


Requesting the Iraqi government to recruit more Bangladeshi manpower, Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has excellent pool of semi-skilled and skilled labour. "Many Bangladeshi workers have previous working experiences in Iraq and knowledge of its culture and values," she said.

The Prime Minister added that the peace-loving and hard working Bangladeshi workers can bring mutual benefit for both sending and receiving countries.


In this connection, she mentioned that Bangladesh already started manpower export to Malaysia under a government to government mechanism in accordance with the bilateral MoU signed between the two countries. 


Recalling the traditional trading partnership between Dhaka and Baghdad, Sheikh Hasina requested the Iraqi government to import more world-class items like readymade garments, pharmaceuticals, finished leather, leather products, jute and jute goods and ceramic from Bangladesh.


The Iraqi minister informed the premier that his country has decided to recruit 1,000 workers from Bangladesh, and an agreement was signed to this effect here on Saturday.

He further informed that an Iraqi delegation would visit Bangladesh soon to recruit 1,000 nurses.

Nassar al-Rubaiee highly appreciated Bangladesh's tremendous successes in different fields under the dynamic and visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.


He also mentioned that he knew the name of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as one the great leaders of the world since his school life.

In this connection Sheikh Hasina said the aim of Bangabandhu was to ensure welfare and economic freedom of the people of Bangladesh. "My government has been working tirelessly to achieve the goal," she said.

Expatriates Welfare and Overseas Employment Minister Engineer Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman, Labour and Employment Secretary Dr Zafar Ahmed Khan and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present.


Later, the Prime Minister handed over the key of an airconditioned bus to Vice Chancellor of Jahangirnagar University Professor Dr Anwar Hossain. State- owned BASIC Bank donated the bus to the university.


BASIC Bank Chairman Sheikh Abdul Hye Bacchu and Managing Director Kazi Fakhrul Islam were present on the occasion, among others.

#
