May 22, 2013

Families of 121 Savar victims get financial help from PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today distributed cheques for financial assistance to the families of 121 garment workers, who were killed in the eight-storey Rana Plaza building collapse in Savar on April 24.

The Prime Minister handed over the cheques among the families of the Savar tragedy victims at the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) here this morning.

While distributing cheques, Sheikh Hasina consoled the ill-fated family members of the Savar building collapse victims. A heart-rending scene was created at that time when they (the family members of the victims) burst into tears.

Labour and Employment Minister Raziuddin Ahmed Razu, Home Minister Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid- Uz-Zaman, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, ex-FBCCI president AK Azad and BGMEA President Atiqul Islam were present on the occasion, among others.

On May 16, the Prime Minister distributed cheques for financial assistance among 116 family members of 100 victims in the first phase at her office.

Earlier, officials and employees of the Shipping Ministry donated Taka 1 crore to the "PM's Relief and Welfare Fund" for the Savar building collapse victims.

On behalf of them, Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan handed over a cheque for the amount to the Prime Minister at the PMO.

Earlier, a presentation on strategic plans taken for the development of Biman Bangladesh Airlines and a view- exchange meeting were held at the PMO.

Managing Director of Biman Kevin Steeles apprised the Prime Minister of various steps taken for the development of the national flag carrier.

Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Muhammad Faruq Khan and Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman were present at the meeting, among others.

May 22, 2013

Bangladesh is for people of all religions: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government is making relentless efforts to create such a congenial atmosphere in the country so that the people of all religions can live with equal rights enjoying their religious freedom.


"Bangladesh was born with the sacrifice of people of all religions in the War of Liberation. So Bangladesh is the land for the people of all religions," she said adding, like independence, Bangladesh would be able achieve its economic emancipation with joint efforts of the people of all religions.


The Prime Minister was speaking at a views exchange meeting with the Buddhist religious leaders and distinguished persons of the community on the occasion of the Buddha Prurnima at her official Ganobhaban residence here tonight.


Sheikh Hasina called upon all irrespective of their religious faiths and castes to work together for the welfare of the people following the path of peace and non-violence ethos of Mohamati Gautam Buddha.


Industries Minister Dilip Barua, State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Mohammad Shahjahan Mia, Buddhist religious leaders Sangharaj Dharmasen Mohathero, Sanghanayak Shudhananda Mohathero and Vice-Chairman of Buddhist Welfare Trust Swajan Kumar Talukdar spoke, among others, on the occasion.

Terming Bangladesh as a non-communal and peaceful country, she said, the present government has ensured equal rights of the people of all religions upholding the spirit of the liberation war.


In this regard, the Prime Minister reiterated her motto- "Religion is for individual but festival is for all" and said Bangalee people traditionally enjoy the festivals of all religions together.


Referring to the incident of last September in Ramu, Ukhia and Cox's Bazar, the Prime Minister said, the government has taken quick action to address the situation with the steps to bring the culprits to book.


Extending heartiest greeting to the people of the Buddhist community on the occasion of the Buddha Purnima, Sheikh Hasina called upon all to work together to ensure advancement of the country by following the non-violent message of Lord Buddha.


"We want to build Bangladesh as a hunger and poverty-free peaceful country in South Asia following the teachings of Lord Buddha," she said.

May 21, 2013

PM mourns loss of life, property in US tornado

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed deep shock at the huge loss of life and property in a powerful tornado in Oklahoma City in the United States on Monday. 
In a condolence message sent to US President Barack Obama, the Prime Minister said, "The government and the people of Bangladesh are profoundly shocked at the huge loss of life and property in the powerful tornado that swept through an Oklahoma City suburb on Monday."

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said Sheikh Hasina also hoped that the US government would be able to overcome the loss due to the tornado soon.

The Prime Minister prayed for salvation of the departed souls and conveyed deep sympathies to the bereaved families.

May 20, 2013

Make universal water supply key UN agenda beyond 2015: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called for making the universal coverage of water supply and sanitation as a key agenda in the post-2015 Development Goal of the United Nations.

"Water and human rights are now interlinked, and sustainability of water resources is vital for economic, environmental and social benefits.

Therefore, in the post-2015 Development Agenda, universal coverage of water supply and sanitation, on the basis of non-discrimination and equity, should be a key development goal of the UN," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing the opening session of the Second Asia- Pacific Water Summit (2APWS) at Chiang Mai International Convention and Exhibition Center here this morning. 

Sheikh Hasina said Asia accounts for 60 percent of the seven billion world population. But as far as water demand and supply issues are concerned, the Asia- Pacific region will have a gap of up-to 40 percent by 2030, she said.

To meet the challenge, Sheikh Hasina called for giving urgent attention to the following areas: 

Firstly, the national development planning must include the issue of improving agricultural water productivity, achieving energy objectives, and satisfying the growing industrial water requirements in an integrated manner.
Secondly, countries must move beyond the limits of the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) to build collaboration in development and transfer of technology for effective tackling of arsenic contamination of groundwater, successful harvesting of rainwater and recycling of waste water. 
Thirdly, governance challenges in water management must be addressed through improving homegrown initiatives including cooperatives. Communities should be encouraged for reusing, recycling and judicious use of the limited groundwater resources.

Fourth, steps should be taken for sustenance and navigability of the rivers, equitable sharing of water of other trans-boundary rivers, and securing river basins and ecosystems.

Finally, she proposed a coordinated action to address the issues exposed to frequent floods, cyclones, salinity and sea-level rise, and working together for disaster-risk preparedness, communities resilient and reduce vulnerability to climate change.
Mentioning that water security is a growing worldwide concern, Sheikh Hasina said more than three-fourth of the Asia- Pacific countries are facing serious water security situation.

In this regard, she referred to a recent ADB study which showed that although the Asia-Pacific region has become an economic powerhouse, no country could be considered as water secure in the entire region.

The Prime Minister said inequality in access to water and sanitation is on rise globally. The situation is worsening due to the precarious state of the rivers and the wetlands, she said. 

In South Asia, water security is challenged due to booming population, unplanned and rapid urbanization, pollution and over- extraction of groundwater," she said, adding climate change has aggravated the situation even more.

Sheikh Hasina said, while sharing trans-boundary river water is complex, Bangladesh and India had agreed on long-term water sharing of the Ganges River.

For equitable sharing of water of other trans-boundary rivers, and to secure river basins and ecosystems, South Asian states are working on agreements and joint governing institutions, she said.

Laying importance on a network of Asia's river basin organizations, she said such network would help share each other's experience and knowledge on this important issue. There is an urgent need for water management frameworks, and knowledge sharing networks, for cooperation, she said.

The Prime Minister said the right to water is primary, and through ages, water has led to human conflicts allover the world, some are now still going on.

"Only judicious settlement of access to and management of water resources is the solution to these conflicts, and for peace," she said.

She added: "Water is life, water is common and water is our wealth. These are not mere rhetoric. These are borne through ages in Bangladesh out of our conviction in everyday life in the cities and villages".

The Prime Minister hoped that the Second Asia Pacific Water Summit would help caring for precious water and its future to meet the need of progeny. Bangladesh will play its role in ensuring that accesses to water stay a guarded right for humanity and nature to sustain life in our mother Earth, she said.

Laotian Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong, Sultan of Brunei Darussalam Hassanal Bolkiah and Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili and Fijian President Epeli Nailatika spoke at the inaugural session of the summit.

Over 500 delegates from 50 Asia-Pacific countries and more than 700 individuals from Asia-Pacific region, and beyond are attending the summit.
Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra presented the keynote speech on "Disaster and Response: Thailand's Action and Commitment to Water and Food Management for the Future".

President of the Asia-Pacific Water Forum Yoshiro Mori, Under Secretary General of Economic & Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Noeleen Heyzer, President of the 67th Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) Vuk Jeremie and ADB President Takehiko Nakao also addressed the opening session of the summit.

Earlier, the Bangladesh Prime Minister attended the Working Breakfast of the heads of state and government hosted by Thai Premier Yingluck Shinawatra.

Later, Sheikh Hasina along with heads of state and government witnessed the exhibition on Water Management System of Thailand at the Chiang Mai International Convention and Exhibition Center.

The Thai Prime Minister briefed the overall activities on the National Water Data Center, warning system and data distribution process of her country.

May 20, 2013

PM seeks Thai support in Rohingya issue

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought Thai support to convince the Myanmar leadership for giving citizenship to the Rohingyas to stop their displacement as refugees.

In a bilateral meeting with her Thai counterpart Yingluck Shinawatra, Sheikh Hasina also sought Bangkok's support to become ASEAN dialogue partner, integrated part of East West Corridor and Mekong Ganga Cooperation.
The bilateral talks were held at the Chiang Mai International Convention and Exhibition Centre on the sidelines of 2nd Asia Pacific Water Summit here.
Briefing reporters after the talks, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said both leaders discussed issues related to mutual interests including activities of the Joint Trade Committee, problems of beginning the construction of the Dhaka Elevated Expressway.

Sheikh Hasina expressed her happiness over the meeting of the Joint Trade Commission of the two countries after 24 years focusing on setting target to double the trade volume between the two countries by 2016, Azad said.

She informed Shinawatra that the government has finalized the revised alignment of the Dhaka Elevated Expressway and it would be sent for the approval of the Cabinet Committee soon. 

Sheikh Hasina hoped that Italian-Thai Development Company would start work of the construction of the 26-kilometer expressway soon after approval of the revised alignment.
Recalling the visit of Shinawatra to Dhaka in December last, Bangladesh Prime Minister said it has initiated a new era of relations between Bangladesh and Thailand. "Bangladesh considers Thailand as a very close friendly neighbour," she said.

Sheikh Hasina sought support of Thailand to the Bangladesh candidature for the position of South East Asia Regional Office of the World Health Organization for 2014-2019. 

The Thai Prime Minister informed Sheikh Hasina of her government's decision to extend duty-free and quota-free access to selected Bangladeshi products under WTO LDC provision to reduce trade gap and recruit Bangladeshis for Thailand's fishery and construction sectors.
She hoped that the two countries would sign MoUs to this end at shortest possible time. 

Water Resources Minister Ramesh Chandra Sen, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador- at-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh M Wahid Uz Zaman and Bangladesh Ambassador to Thailand Kazi Imtiaz Hossain were present at the meeting. 

Meanwhile, in a meeting with the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) President Vuk Jeremic, Sheikh Hasina discussed the issues related to Bangladesh election system. 

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh Election Commission is working now without any interference and all elections during the tenure of her government were held in a free, fair and neutral manner.

The next general election in Bangladesh will also be held free and fairly with participation of all political parties, she said.

On the sidelines of the 2nd Asia Pacific Water Summit, Sheikh Hasina also held a meeting with Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili and discussed the issues of mutual interests.

May 19, 2013

PM discusses KPEZ issues with Korean counterpart

Bangladesh and South Korea today discussed the ways for resolving the problems of Korean Export Processing Zone (KEPZ) to accelerate Korean investment in Bangladesh.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at a meeting with South Korean counterpart Chung Hong-won here said Bangladesh has taken the issue seriously and is trying to solve the matter considering interests of both the countries.

The two leaders arrived here today to attend the 2nd Asia Pacific Water Summit.

Briefing reporters after the meeting at Mandarin Oriental Dhara Dhevi, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said South Korea expressed keen interest to invest more in Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina said trade balance between the two countries is heavily in favour of South Korea. She sought more Korean investment in various sectors to correct the imbalance of trade. 
She urged the Korean leader to invest in textile, jute, infrastructure, power, energy, ICT, leather, deep sea fishing and shipbuilding sectors. 

The Prime Minister also showed interest in Korean experience, knowledge and technology for green economy.

Water Resources Minister Ramesh Chandra Sen, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Bangladesh Ambassador to Thailand Kazi Imtiyaz Hossain were present on the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina thanked South Korea for brining Bangladeshi nationals under employment permit system and hoped that more Bangladeshis would have opportunity to work in South Korea in future.

The South Korean Prime Minister appreciated the leadership of Sheikh Hasina to make sure progress of Bangladesh saying a bright future is waiting for the country if such a leadership continues.

He said Bangladesh has immense prospects for business promotion and prosperity with South Korea.
Sheikh Hasina invited the Korean Prime Minister to visit Bangladesh. Chung Hong-won accepted the invitation and said he will make the visit at a convenient time in near future.

Later, the Prime Minister joined a dinner hosted by the Thai premier and enjoyed a traditional Thai cultural function at the Wiang Kum Kam traditional place here.

May 18, 2013

Don't attend JS for only retaining membership, PM asks Khaleda

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today renewed her call to the opposition leader to join the upcoming budget session of parliament and discuss whatever she wants, but not to attend the Jatiya Sangsad only for retaining the membership.

"I would like to tell the opposition leader to come to parliament and discuss whatever you want. But don't leave the House after peeping for a while to retain the membership," she said.
She said the membership of the BNP lawmakers including the opposition leader would be stripped off if they skip the JS session for seven more days. "They have already boycotted the JS session for consecutive 83 days, if they skip seven more days, their membership would be stripped off as per the rule," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Chapainawabganj district unit of her party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.
Her comments came as the main opposition BNP on Friday decided to join the upcoming budget session of the Jatiya Sangsad. They have been skipping the Jatiya Sangsad session for a long time for various demands including restoration of the caretaker government system.

The Prime Minister said the opposition leader has a style that she comes to parliament, takes the floor and leaves the House after delivering a long speech--- one or two hours. "But we don't want repeating of that style, we want she comes to the democratic process," she said.

Sheikh Hasina again categorically said the next election would be held in the way the democratic countries stage polls.

"If the opposition leader has something to say about the polls, she can speak about it at the Jatiya Sangsad, then we would see it. But we won't allow anybody to play ducks and drakes with the fate and voting rights of the people as well as the country's hard-earned democracy," she said.

Calling upon the opposition to stop violent acts in the name of movement, Sheikh Hasina warned that otherwise her government would contain their destructive activities with iron hands.

"Please stop killing people, vandalizing and torching public and private property and uprooting rail lines and trees. If you do not stop destruction, we know how it could contain. People want peace, not unrest," she said.

AL Presidium Members Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Nuh-ul-Alam Lenin and Satish Chandra Roy, PM's Advisor Dr Alauddin Ahmed, Joint Secretaries Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and Jahangir Kabir Nanak and State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Engineer Enamul Haque, among others, were present at the meeting.

AL Organizing Secretary Abu Sayeed Al Mahmud Swapan conducted the view-exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view-exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.
The office-bearers of Chapainawabganj district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Chapainawbganj District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like- minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

Referring to the unleashing of violent acts by the opposition in the name of movement, the Prime Minister said none could see such destruction including torching rail line in the past.

Mentioning the 48-hour ultimatum issued by the opposition leader, Sheikh Hasina said she offered dialogue to Begum Zia for solving the current 'political impasse' of the country. "But the opposition leader rejected the dialogue offer and issued the 48-hour ultimatum to oust the government," she said.

The Prime Minister said Begum Zia also said that the government won't not find the way to flee until their ultimatum is not met. "My question is that who actually lost the way."

Sheikh Hasina said the leader of the opposition called upon the people of Dhaka during the sit-in of the Hefajat-e-Islam to stand beside them, but none could respond to their call. "I want to ask the opposition leader that how many people respond to your call-not a single person," she said.

Blasting BNP for their unbridled corruption and terrorism during their five year rule from 2001, the Prime Minister said the family members of Begum Zia as well as leaders and workers of BNP amassed huge wealth by depriving the people.

"After the killing of Ziaur Rahman, the BNP leaders said he (Zia) left behind the world only a broken suitcase and torn vest. But the people witnessed the valuable things during changing Khaleda Zia's cantonment residence," she said.

Referring to the dark chapter of terrorism and militancy during the rule of four-party alliance, Sheikh Hasina said the BNP-Jamaat government unleashed a reign of terror across the country by creating militants like Bangla Bhai.

She said her government after assuming office restored peace in the country by curbing militants and terrorists with iron hand. Besides ensuring peace, she said, the government has made massive development in the country.
The Prime Minister said thousands of leaders and workers of Awami League were killed and tortured during the rule of the BNP-Jamaat alliance government. "But we did not take any revenge after coming to power, rather we dedicated ourselves to the development," she said.
Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security and women empowerment.

"When Awami League comes to power, the people get something,but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.

Mentioning that the aim of the government is to ensure welfare of the people, she said her government has made massive development for Chapainawabganj district which was neglected for a long time.
She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level. "You will have to work for the welfare of the people by further strengthening the organization," she said.

At the outset of the speech, the Prime Minister condemned the killing of AL leaders and workers as well as an engineer and torching and vandalizing public and private property including Palli Bidyut Office in Chapainawabganj in the hands of Jamaat- Shibir recently.

May 17, 2013

Govt gives highest priority to development of telecom and IT sector: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government has given highest priority to the development of the telecommunication and IT sector as there is no alternative to ensuring the free flow of information for building a knowledge-based democratic society.

"The telecommunication and information technology (IT) has now become one of the main tools for socioeconomic development globally. So, there is no alternative to ensuring the free flow of information for building a knowledge-based democratic society," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the World Telecommunication and Information Society Day-2013 at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this morning. 
This year's theme of the day is "ICTs and Improving Road Safety". The main objectives of the theme are to establish safe road communications system using improved information technology and to utilize the facilities of the ICT in increasing awareness of the passengers, pedestrians and drivers.

"I think that this type of awareness raising programme would contribute to reduce the road accidents across the world," she said.

Post and Telecommunication Minister Advocate Sahara Khatoon chaired the function arranged by the Post and Telecom Ministry. 

Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the ministry Abdus Sattar was the special guest at the function, while Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) Chairman Sunil Kanti Bose and Additional Secretary of the Post and Telecom Ministry Dilip Kumar Das also spoke on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said the telecom and ICT sector has opened the door of immense potentialities for establishment of good governance, alleviation of poverty, elimination of gender discrimination, proper distribution of resources and reaching the basic public services to the remote areas.

She said her government has formulated ICT Act and ICT policy in 2009 by declaring the information technology as the thrust sector to achieve its election pledge of building technology- based Digital Bangladesh by 2021.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has attracted domestic and foreign investment in this sector and expanded internet and other ICT services up to village level.

She said the government has set up union information and service centres (UISCs) in each union of the country in line with its 'Digital Bangladesh' programme.

"Rural people are now getting 220 services including information about various government forms, notice, passport and visa and news of jobs, results of public examinations and registration for foreign jobs from the UISCs," she said.
The Prime Minister said the people are now doing banking, paying electricity and utility bills, getting the results of soil test on agri-land and purchasing train tickets through mobile phone sitting at home. 
"It has generated employments for a huge number of youths," she said, adding initiatives have been taken to reach 700 e- services to the people in phases through ICT.
Sheikh Hasina said her previous government had brought the mobile phone within the purchasing capacity of the common people by breaking the monopoly on mobile phone business. 

"And this time, we spread its use up to the rural areas, and 
as a result, now over 10 crore mobile SIM are being used in thecountry," she mentioned.

She said the number of internet users has risen to 3.20 crore as the government reduced bandwidth charge drastically.

The Prime Minister said initiatives have been taken to build a skilled manpower in the ICT sector. Community e-centres have been introduced in all upazilas, while commercial production of optical fiber has begun, she said. 
She said the country's tele-density has increased to 67 percent and internet density to 25 percent, while 8,000 rural post offices and 500 upazila post offices have been transformed into e-centres. 

Referring to the introduction of 3-G technology by the present government, she said the mobile and internet users are now getting high speed internet service, video call and television programmes through the technology.

She expressed her hope that her government could build Digital Bangladesh and ICT knowledge-based nation much before 2021 as there has been massive advancement in the way of building digital divide-free Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister said the government has introduced computer education at primary and junior school, established multimedia classrooms, computer labs, mobile IT labs and converted 325 textbooks into e-books to further enrich the new generation in ICT. 

Sheikh Hasina said ICT incubator has been established for flourishing talents in ICT sector. 

"I hope that the ICT-educated generation will innovate new ICT applications which will help expedite the country's socioeconomic condition," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh became a member of ITU in 1973 with sincere efforts of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. "Bangabandhu had inaugurated the Betbunia Earth Satellite Station, the first of its kind in the country, in 1975," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the present government has taken initiative for launching the country's first space satellite named 'Bangabandhu Satellite'. "We have already completed the preliminary works to launch the satellite," she said.

The Prime Minister also said the present government has been implementing various steps in order to check road accidents.

The measures include turning different roads into four lanes, formation of permanent monitoring team for maintenance of roads and highways, formulation of national safety strategic action plan, introduction of retro-reflective number plate and radio frequency identification tag for vehicles and introduction of digital registration certificate and smart card driving license with electronic chip and training for the drivers.

Stressing the need for creating overall awareness about checking road accidents, Sheikh Hasina said public and private sectors, drivers, passengers and pedestrians -- all have the responsibilities to this end.

Prime Minister stressed the need for creating mass awareness to stop talking over mobile phones while driving vehicles or crossing the roads as she said the rate of road accident is increasing alarmingly across the world including Bangladesh.


She said many road accidents happen in Bangladesh every day due to talking over mobile phones while driving vehicles or crossing the roads. As a result, she said, a large number of people die or suffer injuries.


"While engaged in talking over mobile phones, the pedestrians do not feel when a vehicle hits them," she said. 


The Prime Minister said to check road accidents, public and private sectors, drivers, passengers and pedestrians-all have the responsibilities.


She said the present government has been implementing various steps in order to check road accidents.


The measures, she said, include turning different roads into four lanes, formation of permanent monitoring team for maintenance of roads and highways, formulation of national safety strategic action plan, introduction of retro-reflective number plate and radio frequency identification tag for vehicles and introduction of digital registration certificate and smart card driving license with electronic chip and training for the drivers. 


Sheikh Hasina expressed her belief that with the successful application of information technology, the rate of road and river accidents would be reduced further. 
The main objectives of the theme are to establish safe road communications system using improved information technology and to utilize the facilities of the ICT in increasing awareness of the passengers, pedestrians and drivers.

 
"I think that this type of awareness-raising campaign would contribute to reduce the road accidents across the world," Sheikh Hasina said.

Earlier, the Prime Minister distributed awards and certificates among the winners of online essay competition arranged on the occasion of the World Telecom and Information Society Day.

May 16, 2013

Families of 100 Savar victims get cheques from PM in first phase

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today in the first phase disbursed cheques of financial assistance to the families of 100 garment workers died in building collapse incident in Savar on April 24.

The Prime Minister distributed the cheques among 116 family members of 100 victims at a function at her office here today.

In her brief speech on the occasion, the Prime Minister said her government would continue efforts to support the families of the Savar victims. 

"I have no word to console the bereaved families. But we will make our continuous efforts to help them so that they don't live in economic hardship after loosing their earning family members," the prime minister said.

She said the government has made its highest stride to rescue the trapped people soon after the building collapse. 
"We could save lives of around 2500 people though we could not rescue all alive," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said relatives of the bodies which could not be identified due to mutilation, would be given financial assistance being confirmed after DNA test.

She said today 's assistance is preliminary and more support including housing facilities would be given to them in future to help them stand on own feet.

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad was present on the occasion. 


Later, a team of power sector headed by PM's Advisor on Energy Affairs Dr Towfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury donated their one- day salary to the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund. State minister for Power Enamul Haque and Power Secretary Monwar Islam were present.

May 16, 2013

PM discards caretaker system again

Discarding the caretaker system again, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said no caretaker government but a political one can resolve any political crisis of the country.

She said those who have attached their profound confidence to the non-political caretaker government system, may go to jail again if the caretakers come to power.

She made the remarks in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders from Netrokona district at her Gonobhaban residence.

Sheikh Hasina, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League, said Bangladesh was liberated through a democratic process according to the political decisions. Similarly, the country achieved every success under democratic process.

Pointing out the extra-electoral work of the previous caretaker government, she said, they spared no section of the society from their torture and intimidation.

"How could Begum Zia be so confident that the next caretaker government will not put her in jail again?" she asked saying,Army-backed caretaker government would complete their unfinished job if they can come to power again.

In this connection, the Prime Minister criticized a section of so-called civil society members advocating the caretaker government and said, 'They have a strong desire to have taste of power, but have no ability to win public support."

"They always wait for such opportunities," she said adding people of Bangladesh will never accept them and any undemocratic means.

Reminding the August 21, 2004 grenade attack on her, Sheikh Hasina said Begum Zia tried to grab power even through killing me. BNP, born from the womb of military dictators, always thinks to go to power over the dead bodies, she said.

Criticising the opposition leader's recent remarks and destructive agitation across the country that led to the death of many innocent people, the Prime Minister said Begum Zia wanted to go to the power by using the Hefajat-e-Islam.
"Such destructive activities would not help her gaining the trust of the masses," she said adding, "People put their trust in us and they have supported our actions against the unruly activities."

The Prime Minister said, her government had called for dialogue to find a way out for next election. But, the opposition leader answered to that by giving a 48-hour ultimatum.

Sheikh Hasina said her government is making relentless efforts to give democracy a strong base. The present government has extended all support to the Election Commission to hold all polls in a free and fair manner during its tenure, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, "It's BNP, not Awami League, that introduced 'Gunda and Honda" system in the election. But, we have made the electoral system free, fair and acceptable to all."

"We have empowered people and they now can exercise their voting power without fear and favour to elect their candidates of choice," she said.

The Prime Minister urged the party leaders to highlight the development projects implemented by the present government in their areas and work together for party's victory in the next general election.

Central leaders of the party, parliament members of Netrakona, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana,union and municipal units and elected representatives of local government bodies attended the programme.

May 15, 2013

Speaker calls on PM 

Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad Dr Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official Gonobhaban residence here this morning.

Briefing newsmen after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said they discussed various issues related to running the parliament sessions and the Jatiya Sangsad secretariat.

Sheikh Hasina wished her success in running parliament.

May 14, 2013

PM provides financial assistance to FFs, Baitul Mokarram hawkers

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina provided financial assistance to six poor Freedom Fighters and 333 hawkers and small traders affected in recent arson of Hefajat-e- Islami outfits at Baitul Mokarram on May 5 last.

The Prime Minister in a simple function at her office here today handed over the cheques of the financial assistance to them. PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister decided to give financial support to the Freedom Fighters seeing some newspaper reports. 
Every Freedom Fighter was given Taka 2,00,000 and more poor Freedom Fighters would be given financial support for their rehabilitation, Azad said.

The Freedom Fighters, who received the cheques, are- Ms Halima Begum of Rajbai, Afiz Uddin of Nilphamari, M Shamsul Haque of Panchagarh, Haider Ali of Kushtia, Shamir Uddin of Sunamganj and M Monu Mia of Comilla.

Each of the 333 hawkers and small traders received cheque of Taka 50,000 from the Prime Minister to help them start their business again.

In a brief speech on the occasion, the Prime Minister said the financial support given by the government to the hawkers for starting their business is very poor in terms of their total loss. 

"It's a symbolic support of the government to help you to stand on your own foot again," she said adding the government also needs to support the Savar victims.

Sheikh Hasina blasted the destructive activities of the BNP- Jamaat across the country in the name of movement saying the Hefajat has carried out the damage on May 5 at the instigation of BNP chairperson Begum Zia.

"I have no word to condemn this kind of atrocity," she said urging the leader of the opposition to shun destructive politics and not to ruin the fate of poor people. 

Cabinet members, senior Awami League leaders and leaders of the business community and hawkers associations attended the function.
May 12, 2013

PM calls for economic use of gas, electricity
`Stop misuse to develop country’
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Sunday urged the people to ensure economic use of gas and electricity and stop misuse of the scarce energy to develop the country. 

“I urge the countrymen to ensure economic use of gas and electricity. Misuse should be stopped. It would help develop our economy,” she said at the inaugural ceremony marking the installation of two million Solar Home Systems and one million Improved Cook Stoves programme at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel in the city.

Finance Minister AMA Muhith, PM’s Adviser Dr Tawfiq-E-Elahi Chowdhury, State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Muhammad Enamul Huq and World Bank country director Johannes Zutt were present as special guests.

IDCOL executive director and CEO Mahbub Malik gave the welcome address at the function, chaired by IDCOL chairman and ERD Secretary Abul Kalam Azad.

Addressing the function, the prime minister said that after taking office in 2009, the present government has taken emergency, short, medium and long term plans to revitalise the power sector.
She said 55 power plants have so far been commissioned with total production capacity of 3870 megawatt (MW). At present, the daily average electricity production has reached 6350 MW.
Hasina mentioned that 33 more power plants having production capacity of 5873 MW are now under construction.
“Tenders are being floated for another 20 power plants with production capacity of 4699 MW. The process of import of 500 MW power from India is also at the final stage,” she said.
The prime minister said that the government has signed an agreement with the Russian Government to set up a Nuclear Power Plant with a view to adding 1000 MW of electricity to the national grid by 2018 and another 1000 MW by 2020.
During the last four years, the government has supplied electricity to some three million new subscribers, she said, adding: “I hope, we’ll be able to increase electricity generation to 7000 MW by end 2013 to meet our election pledges.”

Hasina said that at the time of her taking office in 1996, the production of electricity was 1600 MW only. “At the end of our tenure, it increased to 4300 MW.”

After taking charge of the government again in 2009, she said it was found that the electricity production came down to 3200 MW only.

“The BNP-Jamaat and caretaker governments have failed miserably in their long seven years’ tenure to produce even a single unit of electricity. Instead, electricity production decreased by 1000 MW during the period. The people then suffered terribly due to frequent load-shedding.”

The prime minister said the improved cook-stoves of IDCOL could help the rural women to cook in a clean and healthy environment. Fuel consumption of improved cook-stove is less than conventional stoves. It will play an important role in saving firewood and forests.

She said: “We’ve decided to install one million improved cook-stoves by 2015 and for this the government is providing necessary support to the service-providers.”

“Besides, we’ve taken up projects for the production of biogas, solar powered irrigation pump and mini-grid system through IDCOL. About 27,000 biogas plants have so far been installed under the project. It enabled the rural people to use biogas for cooking and other purposes. We’ve also started the installation of solar powered irrigation pumps in different areas of the country.”

Hasina hoped that the existing diesel-run pumps and mini-grids of the country will be replaced gradually through solar powered irrigation pumps and mini-grid projects.

She also said that the gas supply has been increased by 500 million cft and the government has started to supply gas for household purposes.

The prime minister mentioned that there are many costal areas and remote corners in Bangladesh where it is really difficult give electricity connections.
She said: “We’ve been supplying solar power in those remote areas. We’ve also taken initiatives to produce biogas in those areas. Some organisations including Infrastructure Development Company (IDCOL) have been implementing programmes to achieve our objective.”
Hasina mentioned that IDCOL was established in 1997 and since then, it has been working in the production and distribution of renewable energy.
She said: “After taking the responsibility of the government in 2009, we’ve taken long-term programs emphasising on production and distribution of renewable energy.”
The government has already formulated Renewable Energy Policy and Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority Act, she added.
The prime minister said the government has ordered waiver of duties and taxes on the import of solar accessories and channeling of soft loans and grants through IDCOL.

“It has increased the solar power use manifold. The price of solar home system has been reduced due to the various initiatives taken by the government.”
During the four years of the present government, she said: “We’ve installed more than 1.7 million solar home systems with production capacity of 100 MW of electricity, which is being used by 10 million rural people. About 30,000 jobs have been created by this programme.”
Hasina said that for the first time in Bangladesh, her government adopted the National Energy Policy in 1996 where they emphasised on the utilisation, production and promotion of renewable energy.
“We were able to attract foreign investment, both in public and private sectors, for the production of electricity. We also increased the revenue earnings by reducing system loss. We restored discipline in the sector.”
She added that the government has decided to form ‘Energy Research Council’ to give more importance to the energy sector of the country.
A three-day exhibition, titled ‘IDCOL Green Energy Expo 2013′, began today (Sunday) at the Winter Garden of Ruposhi Bangla Hotel. The exhibition will showcase latest renewable energy technologies and activities/initiatives of key market players. Moreover, the exhibition will be accompanied by a series of seminars on various contemporary topics on green energy.
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