Stable, uninterrupted democracy is must for economic uplift: PM

DHAKA, Sept 13: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said stable and uninterrupted democracy is very much essential for the country's economic development.


"The continuation of democracy was interrupted time and again in the past by snatching the constitutional rights of the people and gagging their freedom of expression. We want changes in this situation," she said.


The Prime Minster said this while addressing the inaugural function of the three-day 18th biennial conference of Bangladesh Economic Association (BEA) in the auditorium of the Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) here.


Chaired by BEA President Dr Abul Barakat, the function was addressed by BEA Secretary General Prof Dr Toufic Ahmad Choudhury and Convenor of the Conference Preparatory Committee Prof Dr Hannana Begum.


At the function, four eminent economists of the country were honoured with gold medals for their outstanding contribution to their respective fields.


They are Prof Dr Mohammad Akhlakur Rahman (posthumously), Prof Dr Muzaffer Ahmad (posthumously), Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad and Prof Dr Muinul Islam.


Sheikh Hasina put emphasis on peaceful environment in the country for the country's desired development. "No nation can achieve its expected development if terrorism exists in that country," she said.


In this connection, she mentioned that the country was turned into a sanctuary for terrorists and militants during the rule of the past BNP-Jamaat Alliance Government.


"The nation witnessed series bomb blasts at 500 places, while politicians and parliament members were gunned down or killed in grenade attacks at that time," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said her government is pledge-bound to build a secular, progressive and liberal democratic Bangladesh free from exploitation, inequality and deprivation.


She also reiterated her commitment to turn Bangladesh into a middle income digital nation with science and technology based education by the year 2021, in the golden jubilee year of independence.


Sheikh Hasina said although she does not understand the complex demand- supply equations of economics but she understands that there must be production of goods, and the produced goods must be reached to people through distribution and redistribution processes.

The Prime Minister said the most important aspect to her is that the production should be increased ensuring distributive justice.


She said from her political experience she understands that the things that ensure people's welfare, boost country's economy and are poor-friendly, durable and sustainable should be the subjects of the progressive economists.


On the other hand, she said things which do not ensure welfare of the greater section of the society, albeit an economy, she does not need to understand such economics.


Referring to the theme of the conference "Global Economy and Vision 2021", the Prime Minister said the global economy is changing constantly with many ups and downs and it is more mutually dependent now-a-days.


Sheikh Hasina mentioned that the centroid of the global economy is shifting towards Asia from the US and Europe and at the same time, there is a tendency of widening exploitation and deprivation.


She said the ever-changing economy is also influencing the politics and thereby altering political equation. In one hand, global production is boosting, on the other, conflicting is also on the rise.


The Prime Minister said considering those she herself developed a concept called "People Empowerment-mediated Model for Development and Peace" which was adopted in the UN General Assembly last year.


She said in the model what she wanted to say is firstly: development and peace are inseparable; secondly: development and peace can be ensured only through empowerment of people; and thirdly: importance should be given to six mutually reinforcing peace multipliers for strengthening the foundation of peace and development through ensuring people's empowerment.


These six multipliers are: (1) Eradication of poverty and hunger; (2) Reduction of inequality; (3) Mitigation of deprivation; (4) Inclusion of excluded people; (5) Acceleration of humane development; and (6) Combating of terrorism.

Regretting the brutal assassination of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Prime Minister said through his killing Bangladesh was pushed backward for several decades and economic criminalization sprouted which ultimately criminalized the politics.

"Had Bangabandhu been alive today, had the first five-year plan been implemented, had the mass-oriented programme of cooperative been executed at every village, then today's per capita income of the citizen's of Bangladesh would have surpassed the per capita income of Malaysian people," she said.
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