May 8, 2013
PM for worldwide translation of creative Bangla literature

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today stressed the need for worldwide translation of creative Bangla literature side by side with translation of literature of other languages to introduce those to the readers across the globe.

"Our poets and litterateurs have authored many high quality works and these should be translated in other languages. Besides, the literary works of other languages will have to be translated in Bangla to further enrich our language," she said.

The Prime Minister said she has already requested Bangla Academy that there should have a system in the academy. "I think that exchange of translation would further enrich our language," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said this while inaugurating the national-level programmes marking the 152nd birth anniversary of Biswa Kabi Rabindranath Tagore and the centenary anniversary of winning Nobel Prize by Rabindranath.

The Cultural Affairs Ministry arranged the function at Osmani Memorial Auditorium here this morning.


With Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith in the chair, Cultural Affairs Secretary Dr Ranjit Kumar Biswas delivered the welcome address, while noted Rabindra researcher Ahmed Rafiq gave a commemorative speech titled 'Geetanjali, Nobel Prize and Rabindranath'.

The Prime Minister said her government is committed to establishing an exploitation-free culturally refined society by upholding the dreams of Rabindranath Tagore and Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

"We want to build a prosperous, modern, non-communal and democratic Bangladesh by upholding the dreams of Rabindranath and Bangabandhu," she said.

She said Rabindranath had envisioned a hunger, poverty and illiteracy-free country where the farmers and hard-labourious workers would get freedom for moving keeping the head high and the women get equal rights for living. Similarly, she said, Bangabandhu had fought his entire life for building such a Bangladesh where every citizen will lead a better life.

The Prime Minister said Rabindranath would remain as a light house for the Bangalee nation as long as Bangladesh, Bangla language and Bangla literature remain alive.

She said his creature, dream and philosophy would show the path to the next generation to stay in favour of truth and beauty. "Crossing the border of his own country, Rabindranath is now a true Biswa Kabi (universal) and he remains bright in our belief and spirit after 150 years of his birth."

Mentioning that Rabindranath Tagore is an unforgettable name in the life of Bangalee nation, Sheikh Hasina said his contribution to every field of art, literature and culture has enriched Bangla literature and Bangalee culture.

"Bangla language and literature have been placed in the seat of dignity on the world stage by holding the hand of his immortal creation," she said.

She said Rabindranath had easy strolling in all fields---novel, short story, drama, essay, music, musical drama and travel story. "Especially, his poems and songs are involved in the fold of Bangalees' weal and woe, love and estrangement, prayer and struggle," she said.

"Rabindranath's Geetanjali has made open our spirit and belief to the world people," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh is proud that the greatest Bangalee of all times Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had selected the song composed by Biswa Kabi as our national anthem.

She said Kobi Guru had spent a long time among the nature of Bangladesh, and numerous songs, poems, stories and essays were composed in Patisar, Shilaidah and Shahjadpur.

"He composed our national anthem - Amar Sonar Bangla Ami Tomai Bhalobashi -- based on the Baul tuning," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said Rabindranath is the old proponent of the socioeconomic growth activities through cooperative system and microcredit for changing the lot of the people of this country. "We are pledge-bound to build a welfare-oriented society on the way he showed," she said.
The Prime Minister said Bangabandhu had established Shilpakala Academy to carry forward education and practice of culture. "We further widened the field of practicing language and culture in the last four years," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said own building of Shilpakala Academy was constructed in most of the districts, while the government has allocated land to Chhayanat and the Liberation War Museum.

"We have taken initiatives to preserve Rabindra memories which have been spreading different regions of Bangladesh," she said adding a 'Rabindra Chair' has been set up at Dhaka University which would play a special role in practicing and research on Rabindranath.
Besides, she said, Rabindra University would be established at Shahjadpur in Sirajganj very soon and the government is constructing Bangladesh Bhaban at Shantiniketon in West Bengal as there is no boundary of literature and culture.

The Prime Minister said the Awami League-led Mohajote government has been working relentlessly for over four years to build a non-communal prosperous Sonar Bangla free from hunger, poverty and illiteracy.

"Rabindranath used to think that the national development is not possible keeping the large portion of the society underdeveloped. In the same consideration, we are also implementing various programmes for improvement of living standard of the large population," she said.

Later, Sheikh Hasina enjoyed Rabindra Sangeet performed by the artistes of different cultural groups.

May 7, 2013
More donation to PM relief fund for Savar victims

More organizations and individuals donated cheques of financial assistance to the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund for the families of Savar victims.

Prime Minister's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister received cheques of donation from eleven organizations and individuals at her office today.

Minister for Environment and Forests Dr Hasan Mahmud donated his one month salary to the fund while officials and employees donated their one day salary.

Officials and employees of the Ministry of Labour and Employment donated their two day salary to the fund.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asked the officials concerned to give more attention to the slum dwellers while implementing the women and children development programmes.

She also asked them to remain careful about the overlapping of different allowances so that a family don't get more than one allowance.

The Prime Minister was addressing a meeting of the National Council for Women and Children Development (NCWCD) at her office here today, PM's press sectary Abul Kalam Azad said.


The Prime Minister, also the president of the Council, expressed satisfaction over the progress of the implementation of decision of the Council.
The Prime Minister said the government is giving food support and cash allowances to poor families under Social Safety Net Programme (SSNP) to help them fighting poverty, not for making them dependent on the SSNP.

"The poor families should not be dependent only on those government allowances" she said adding they should take the allowance only as a supportive means.

In this regard, the Prime Minister laid importance on more coordination between the ministries of social welfare and women and children affairs to ensure maximum utilization of the fund.
 
Laying importance on education of poor children, Sheikh Hasina asked the officials to take necessary measures for enrollment of the slum dwelling children.

Members o the Council, cabinet members and secretaries concerned attended the meeting.

In the meeting, the Prime Minister was informed about the ongoing and future programmes of the Council through a power point presentation. It was told that a total of 7,50,000 beneficiaries in 486 upazilas are getting 30kg rice every month under the VGD programme while 77,625 women are getting Taka 350 every month under the Working Lactating Mothers Assistance Programme.

Besides, a total of 1,01,200 poor females were given monthly allowance of Taka 350 under the programme for pregnant women, the meeting was told.

May 7, 2013
Relatives of 36 victims of Tajrin Fashion get donation from PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina gave financial assistance to the family members of 36 victims of Tajrin Fashion Garments Factory, who were burnt to death in a devastating factory fire in November last year.

The Prime Minister at a function at her office here today handed over the cheque of Taka 7 lakh to the relatives of the each family of the victims identified through DNA test.

The identities of these victims could not be determined initially as they were completely mutilated in fire.

Earlier on December 4, 2012, the Prime Minister handed over Taka six lakh to each of the 62 families of Tajrin Fashon Garments Factory being confirmed about their identity.

It may be mentioned that 111 garment workers were killed by a devastating fire broke out at Tajrin Fashon Garments Factory on November 24, 2012 in Ashulia in suburban Dhaka.
May 6, 2013
PM calls for cooperation among Muslim countries in science, technology

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called for cooperation among the Muslim countries in the areas of science and technology, saying that it could help realize the goal of growth and prosperity.

"Backwardness of Muslim countries in the areas of science and technology is one of the factors that aggravate our difficulties. Utilization of science and technology and innovation can help greatly in addressing challenges like food, water and energy insecurity," she said.

She said this while inaugurating the 19th International Conference of the Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS) at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel here this morning.

The IAS, the Foreign Ministry, the Science and Technology Ministry, the University Grants Commission (UGC) and Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS) have jointly arranged the four day conference.

The theme of the five-day conference is "Achieving Socio- economic Development in the Islamic World through Science, Technology and Innovation".

OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, State Minister for Science and Technogy Architect yeafesh Osman , IAS President Abdel Salam Majali Fias, BAS President Professor Ahmed A Azad and UGC Chairman Professor AK Azad Chowdhury also spoke on the occasion.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni chaired the inaugural ceremony of the conference, while separate statements of Founding Patron of IAS Prince El- Hassan Ibn Talal and IAS Patron Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari were read out.

Sheikh Hasina said information and communication technology (ICT) can indeed offer unprecedented gains not only in terms of saving cost but also in achieving faster, safer and more transparent methods of management.

"Experience-sharing among the Muslim countries as well as undertaking projects towards capacity building in ICT may be a useful stepping stone in the right direction," she said.

The Prime Minister said scientific and technological advancement and socioeconomic development are intertwined. Scientific and technological advancements have been the prime movers for development of the industrialized countries, she said.

In the contemporary world, she said, science has been assuming increasing importance in a technology-driven world. Huge majority of member states of OIC have to face daunting challenges in the economic and environmental areas, she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the quest for knowledge is one of the seminal elements in the Islamic code of belief. Indeed, the golden age of the Muslims was marked by excellence in the pursuit of pure and applied sciences, she said.

The Prime Minister said contribution of Muslim scholars to the evolution of science and technology is immense. "Astronomy, mathematics and every discipline of physical science, including medical science, have been built upon the innovations and theories propounded by our great Muslim scientists," she said.


She said as part of its 'Vision 2021', her government aims to establish a knowledge-based and technology-dependent Digital Bangladesh by the year 2021 when Bangladesh will celebrate the Golden Jubilee of its independence.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is proud to be an active member of the OIC and its subsidiary, specialized and affiliated institutions.

"Holding of this international conference in Bangladesh in cooperation with an OIC-affiliate body reminds me of the attachment that Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had with the OIC," she said.

She said the historic participation of Bangabandhu in the Second Islamic Summit Conference in 1974 set the policy direction for Bangladesh towards widening its relationship with various institutions of the OIC.

"He gave us the inspiration to work together with all other Muslim countries so that we can prosper together on the basis of noble Islamic values of unity and fraternity," she said.

The Prime Minister said as part of the inspiration, scientists of Bangladesh have been implementing various programmes for a long time that have contributed immensely to sharing of information and knowledge, replication of best practices and creation of a network of experts.

May 6, 2013
OIC lauds PM's support for development of science, technology

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) today lauded Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's special support to scientific research and development of science and technology in the country.

The appreciation came when OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu paid a courtesy call on the Prime Minister at her  official residence at Ganobhaban here this afternoon. After the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters.
Ekmeleddin said the OIC is encouraging the member states of the organization in spending one percent of GDP for research activities.
In this connection, he apprised the Prime Minister that the contribution of the member states to research activities has been raised to 0.8 percent from 0.2 percent since 2005. 

The OIC Secretary General stressed the need for exchanging scholarship programs for higher education and scientific research among the member states of the OIC.

Terming research as the only tool for making progress in science and technology, the Prime Minister said her government for the first time allocated fund for scientific research.

As a result, she said, the production of jute, rice and other crops is boosting to a great extent. In this regard, Sheikh Hasina mentioned setting up 12 Science and Technology Universities, four Agriculture Universities and four Engineering Universities by her government in the country for further 
advancement in science and technology.

Later, the OIC secretary general handed over handwritten duplicate copy of Holy Quran of Hazrat Osman (RA) to the Prime Minister. 
Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid- Uz-Zaman, among others, were present on the occasion.

May 6, 2013
OIC secy general honoured with 'Bangladesh Friendship Medal'

Bangladesh today honoured Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Professor Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu with 'Bangladesh Friendship Medal' in recognition to his special contribution to the promotion of relations and cooperation between Bangladesh and OIC.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina formally handed over the medal to the visiting OIC Secretary General at a function at a city hotel this evening.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu expressed his sincere gratitude to the Bangladesh government for honouring him with the 'Bangladesh Friendship Medal'. 

Recalling the participation of Father of the Nation of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the second OIC Summit in Lahore 1974, he said Bangladesh has playing a pro-active in the cause of Muslim Ummah since its inception in the organization.

He also lauded the strong and resolute support of Bangladesh to the OIC's all efforts in taking the organization to a new height. "We feel proud of Bangladesh for its vibrant economy from the ruins of war," he said.

The OIC secretary general said the guiding principles of the organization are modernization and it shuns all forms of extremism and religious bigotry.
Ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, parliament members and dignitaries were present on the occasion.

On April 22, the cabinet approved a proposal for awarding the 'Bangladesh Friendship Medal' to Prof Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu.

May 5, 2013
PM for enhanced trade relation with Philippines

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has stressed the need for enhancing bilateral trade between Bangladesh and Philippines and implementation of the bilateral agreements and MoUs signed between the two countries. 

She also underscored the need for regular holding the meeting of the Joint Trade Commission of the two countries for implementing the agreements for mutual benefit of the both countries. 

The Prime Minister said this when outgoing ambassador of the Phillippines to Bangladesh Bahnarim Abu Guinomla made a farewell call on her at her office here today. After the meeting PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister laid importance on private sector collaboration between the two countries. 

In this regard, she suggested more frequent exchange of visits of business leaders to strengthen the trade relations.

Terming Bangladesh as a leading exporter of pharmaceutical products, the Prime Minister said, the Philippines can import pharmaceutical products from Bangladesh particularly for government hospitals and clinics at a competitive price.

Expressing her satisfaction over signing of four more agreements between the two countries on different areas recently in addition to eight agreements and MoUs signed last year, she said these instruments have created scope for further consolidating bilateral relations between the two countries.

The Prime Minister expressed the hope that the existing 
friendly relations between the two countries would be further 
strengthened in the days to come.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh M Wahid-Uz-Zaman and PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzman were present among others, on the occasion.

May 4, 2013
Come back to healthy politics, respond to call for dialogue, PM urges Khaleda

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the opposition leader to come back to healthy politics and respond to her call for dialogue to resolve the country's current 'political impasse'.
"Come back to healthy politics and respond to our call to sit for discussion to resolve the current 'political stalemate' by stopping the politics of killing and anarchy," she said.
Criticizing the opposition for not postponing today's scheduled rally in the capital, the Prime Minister said she had thought that the opposition would put off the rally and instead, they will donate the money they would spend for the rally to the Savar tragedy victims.

"But they remain rigid for holding of the rally. They will now stage rally, later the grand rally..and from the rallies,they will reprimand the government. But ultimately it won't bring any benefit for the country and the people," she said.


Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of Barguna district unit of the party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

The Prime Minister also called upon the opposition leader to keep faith in the people and said whatever conspiracies she (Khaleda Zia) hatch she cannot save the war criminals.

"Whatever conspiracies you hatch you cannot protect the 1971 culprits who unleashed atrocities during the war of liberation. There is no room for the war criminals in the country. Their trial must be held on this soil," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also directed her party leaders and workers to be more vocal and create public opinion about the violent acts of the opposition who are out to protect the war criminals.

"You will have to unite the people and resist the destructive politics of the opposition in the name of hartal to save war criminals," she said.

The Prime Minister said the opposition is unleashing rampage including killing people, torching and vandalizing vehicles and removing fishplates of the rail tracks across the country to save the war criminals who committed crimes against humanity in 1971.

AL Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Abdul Latif Siddiqui and Kazi Jafarullah, Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif and AL Organizing Secretaries BM Mozammel and Ahmed Hossain, Information and Research Secretary Advocate Afzal Hossain, Office Secretary Abdul Mannan Khan and former chief whip of the Jatiya Sangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah were present, among others.

AL Organizing Secretary AFM Bahauddin Nasim conducted the iew-exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.

The office-bearers of Barguna district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Barguna District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister said BNP's sympathy for the killers is nothing new as they always showed their impunity to the killers.

She said BNP's founder General Ziaur Rahman had stopped the war crimes trial initiated by Bangabandhu. "General Zia not only halted the trial of the 1971 culprits, he also rehabilitated them in politics by making them ministers and parliament members," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said following the footsteps of General Zia, her wife tried to save the killers of Bangabandhu in different ways. "Begum Zia made Colonel Rashid, a killer of Bangabandhu,leader of the opposition through the 15th February farcical elections, while gave job and promotion to an accused in the jail killing case," she said.

The Prime Minister said BNP had called hartal on the day, the verdict on the Bangabandhu murder case was announced, to protect the killers of the Father of the Nation.

"Begum Zia also handed over the national flags earned in exchange for bloods of three million martyrs to the identified war criminals by making them ministers," she said.

Terming Awami League as a party of the people, Sheikh Hasina said the policy and ideology of the party are to change the lot of the common people. "We want to present a beautiful life to them by changing their fate," she said.
Stressing the need for continuation of democracy, the Prime Minister said her government always tried to continue democratic and constitutional trend in the country and ensure people's empowerment.

"The accountability of the government will be ensured if we could ensure democratic system in the country," she said.
Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security and women empowerment.

"When Awami League comes to power, the people get something, but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.
She said her government has made massive development for the country's southern region which was neglected for a long time."We have taken steps to restore lost glory of the southern region as a granary," she said.
The Prime Minister said her government has taken steps to set up the country's third seaport on the border of Patuakhali and Barguna district and a naval base at Ramnabad in Barguna.

"We have also taken initiatives to establish shipbuilding industry in Patuakhali district," she said.

She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government's successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level.

"You will have to work for the welfare of the people by further strengthening the organization," she said.
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May 3, 2013
Bangladesh is reforming its garment industry: PM

Mentioning that condition now in Bangladesh is good for investment, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government is moving rapidly to fix the existing problems of the readymade garment (RMG) sector.

"There are some problems in the RMG sector. But, we have been trying our best to improve the situation," she said this in an interview with CNN on Thursday eight days after a nine-storey building collapsed at Savar on the outskirts of Dhaka.
Sheikh Hasina told CNN's Christiane Amanpour that a committee has been formed to ensure the safety of buildings and workers. "This committee will submit the findings to the Cabinet committee," she said.

The Prime Minister expressed little fear that international companies would stop doing business in Bangladesh as a result of the disaster. Investors have tapped into the Bangladeshi market not just because of its high-quality workers, she said. "They get cheap labor. That's why they come here," she said.

Asked about reports that only 18 inspectors are responsible for overseeing safety conditions in more than 100,000 garment factories in and around the capital city, Sheikh Hasina said, "We don't depend on only ... those inspectors."

Steps to improve conditions were taken before the collapse of the building Rana Plaza at Savar, she said citing passage by the Cabinet of a labor law that will be sent to the Parliament.

The Prime Minister noted that workplace disasters have occurred in the United States, too; she cited last month's explosion of a fertilizer plant in West, Texas, in which 14 people died.
"Anywhere in the world, any accident can take place," she said. "You cannot predict anything."

Amanpour, CNN's chief international correspondent, pointed out that local officials predicted that the building could collapse after cracks appeared on its walls on April 23, and they urged workers not to re-enter it.

"You are very correct," Sheikh Hasina said. "Unfortunately, in the morning, the owners of the factories put pressure to labor to enter."

She praised government officials for trying to prevent the workers at the five garment factories in the building from re- entering on April 24, the morning of the collapse. "It is not true that the government hasn't taken any steps," she said.

The Prime Minister blamed the owners of the five factories as well as Sohel Rana, the building's owner, and disputed the suggestion that their political connections could protect them.

"The law will take its own course," she said. "Criminal is criminal. They will get all the necessary action; that we can assure you. It is our promise to the people."

Sheikh Hasina added, "Any business person, if they commit any kind of crime, our government always takes action."
She pointed to the companies that source their products from such factories, saying they should pay well enough that factory owners can pay good salaries and ensure the business is safely run. "They're partly responsible for it," she said.

And she urged that the disaster be considered in context. "You cannot blame the whole business or whole industry just for one incident," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said officials in her government "are in favor of labor," having increased the minimum wage by 82%, built dormitories and seen to the health care needs of workers.

May 2, 2013
PM offers dialogue to opposition leader
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the opposition leader to sit for dialogue as she said that her government wants to do those things which are good for the country and democracy.

"I would like to urge the opposition leader to sit for discussion wherever you want. You can raise your demands in parliament as it is a better and neutral place. We would listen your demands and we would do whatever is possible," she said.
Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders and workers of Jhalakathi district unit of the party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

Urging the opposition to shun the destructive politics, the Prime Minister again stressed the need for continuation of democratic process for further development of the country.

"No country could achieve desired goal without continuation of democracy," she said.

She said, "We want that people would remain in peace and safe. Killing people, torching and vandalizing vehicles and inflicting pain to the poor people are not desirable."

Sheikh Hasina again called upon the opposition leader to join parliament and work for the overall development of the country. "Stop violent acts including killing people and kicking on the stomach of the poor, come to parliament and speak whatever you want," she told the opposition leader.

Referring to the election of the country's first female speaker, the Prime Minister said her government has set a unique example by electing a female speaker in the Jatiya Sangsad.

The Prime Minister mentioned that now the country's Prime Minister, opposition leader and the Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad all are females.
She called upon Begum Khaleda Zia to join the parliament to have at least a photograph to keep evidence that Bangladesh has achieved an unprecedented success in women empowerment.

Sheikh Hasina advised the opposition leader to keep faith and trust in the people and said those who would be given mandate of the people will be elected.

AL Advisory Council Member Amir Hossain Amu, Presidium Members Abdul Latif Siddiqui and Satish Chandra Roy, PM's Adviser Dr Alauddin Ahmed and Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif were present, among others.
AL Organizing Secretary AFM Bahauddin Nasim conducted the view-exchange meeting which has been convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and
workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.

The office-bearers of Jhalakathi district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Jhalakathi District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.
Mentioning that the next general elections would be held in the way the polls are staged in democratic countries, the Prime Minister said her government does not wants recurrence of 2007 situation when 
the caretaker government failed to hold elections in due time.

She said the past caretaker government did not hand over power as per the constitution and they wanted to cling to power.

"The countrymen at that time witnessed various dramas of the caretaker government including resignation of number of advisers. "Does the opposition wants to recurrence of that situation?" she 
asked.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has set a record as all the elections held in the last four years were staged in a free, fair and neutral manner as her government believes in the people's empowerment.

In this connection, she said former president Zillur Rahman had taken initiatives to reorganize the election commission and invited the political parties to a dialogue about this.
 
The Prime Minister said BNP itself had joined the dialogue and the EC was formed through a search committee.

"We want to ensure voting and constitutional rights of the people by holding elections in a free and neutral manner and continuation of democracy. We do not want 'Aziz Marka' elections," she said.
Sheikh Hasina called upon the opposition leader to refrain from misleading the people and making provocative statements about the rescue operation after the Rana Plaza collapse at Savar.

Brushing aside the allegation of the opposition leader about the rescue drive, the Prime Minister said the salvage operation carried out after the tragedy would remain an example.

"The world would follow the rescue operation as none could set such an example in the past. This has been possible due to the emotion and love of Bangalees," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said soon after the incident, teams of army, police, BGB, RAB, Fire Service and Civil Defense, Industrial Police, Red Crescent launched the rescue operation within 20 minutes of the 
incident and it's a rare example also in global context.
Besides, she said, general people, leaders and workers of different political parties including Awami League and Chhatra League and voluntary organizations have joined the rescue drive.

About the allegation of the Begum Khaleda Zia about swearing-in by the President, holding meeting of the Prime Minister with leaders and workers of the party and opening of DEMU train on the day of the 
tragedy, the Prime Minister said the government carried out rescue drive and the state activities simultaneously.

"There was no negligence in rescue drive due to state activities," she said.

Referring to the Spectrum Garment tragedy during the BNP- led four-party alliance government and the Rangs Bhaban tragedy during the past caretaker government, Sheikh Hasina questioned that how 
many lives they could save from the tragedies?

"The BNP government had abandoned rescue operation in Spectrum Garment after failing to save any workers, while 17 persons died and bodies had been hanging from the rubbles of Rangs Bhaban day after day due to failure of the caretaker government," she said.

Criticizing holding of a workers' rally by BNP on May Day during such a disaster, Sheikh Hasina said many poor worker would have benefited if the opposition donate the money they spent for the rally to 
the workers.

The Prime Minister also blasted the opposition leader for her comments that Awami League government closed down many mills factories, saying that it was BNP which shut many mills and factories including the Adamji Jute Mills, the largest in Asia, by kicking on the 
stomach of the poor workers.
"Rather the AL government reopened a number of mills and factories shut down by the BNP-Jamaat alliance government," she said.


Terming Awami League as a party of the people, she said when Awami League comes to power, the people witness massive development. On the other hand, she said, when BNP goes to power, the people get only terrorism, militancy and corruption.

Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security and women empowerment.
She said her government has made massive development for the country's southern region which was neglected for a long time. "We have taken steps to restore lost glory of the southern region as a 
granary," she added.
 
She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level.

May 1, 2013
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the owners of the industries must comply with the rules of principles with regards to labour welfare and their occupational safety for the sake of smooth running of their business.


She also called upon the workers of the mills and factories not to be misguided by false propaganda and get involved in any destructive activities suicidal for country's economy.


The Prime Minister made the call while addressing a discussion organized by Ministry of Labour and Employment marking the historic May Day at Osmani Memorial Auditorium here today.


She said the government has taken massive programmes for welfare of the working class people. Side by side all related laws are being upgraded keeping consistency with international conventions.


The owners of the industries have to obey the laws and ensure highest safety of the workers as well as ensure their fair wages and other allowances, she said.


Presided over by Minister of Labor and Employment Raji Uddin Ahmed Raju, the function was addressed, among others, by State Minister Begum Munnujan Sufian, Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Ministry Israfil Alam and Deputy Director General of ILO Gilbert Fossoun Houngbo.


President of Jatiya Sramik League Sukkur Ahmed, president of Bangladesh Employers Association M Fazlul Haque and Secretary of the Ministry Mikhail Shiffer also spoke on the occasion.


Terming the workers as the lifeline of industries, agriculture and other service sectors, the Prime Minister said mutual cooperation between the labourers and owners is crucial for development of both sides.


The Prime Minister said the government would do everything possible for the workers. But by no means it would accept any unruly activities, she said.
She asked law enforcing agencies to arrest the persons involved in vandalism in the plea of protesting Savar incident verifying the video footages urging the genuine workers to handover the outsider conspirators to the law enforcers for protecting country's industry in their own interest.


Referring to the tragic incident of building collapse in Savar, she said the government has taken prompt action for rescue operation, treatment of the injured persons and their rehabilitation. 

The government is going with short, mid and long term plans to prevent the recurrence of such incident, she said.


In this context she requested the industrialists and the owners of mills and factories to take necessary measures to implement those plans.


The Prime Minister said, the industries in Bangladesh is suffering from infrastructural lacking as most of them didn't grow in a planned manner.


She said the government has taken plan to set up a garments village with all necessary facilities. 

The Prime Minister said her government does not want to see the wails of the workers anymore. The government has raised the wages of the labourers and adopted a labour policy giving the interest of the workers.


The Prime Minister thanked all rescue workers including Army, Fire Service, BGB, Police, RAB and volunteers and termed the engagement of all in such a humanitarian rescue activities as an unprecedented one.

 
In this regard, she mentioned that despite their life risks, rescue workers retrieved over 2500 people from the debris.

 
Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken necessary measures to ensure better treatment to every injured worker, made arrangement of jobs for the workers of different RMG factories of Rana Plaza, and rehabilitation of the families of dead and wounded. 

The Prime Minister also said the present government has initiated to amend the Labour Act through incorporating some rules on labour union as well as keeping provision of organizing trade union and participatory committee.

Expatriate Welfare Bank has been founded to provide credit facilities to poor workers to go abroad with job, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said, during previous tenure of her government, a good number of steps for welfare of the workers, but those measures didn't continue following the change of the government in 2001, she said.

The Prime Minister thanked the Sramik League, labour front of Bangladesh Awami League, for donating the fund of the organization for Savar victims instead of holding its scheduled May Day rally.
#

