September 9, 2012

PM warns of wrongdoing of police members

SARDA, Rajshahi, - Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today issued a strong warning against wrongdoing of members of the police force as she said that none would be spared for the offence.

"I would like to remind you that 'a zero tolerance policy' has been undertaken in maintaining departmental discipline in the police force. So, none would be spared for committing wrongdoing," she said.


The Prime Minister was addressing a parade of the newly recruited Assistant Police Supers of 29th BCS (police) batch on the occasion of the completion of their training course at Bangladesh Police Academy at Sarda in Rajshahi.


She called upon the members of the police force to dedicate themselves to the service of the people through showing highest professionalism. 

"You will also have to uphold the rule of law, the spirit of the War of Liberation and human values and also remain more vigil so that the people get better services," she said.

State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku, IGP Hasan Mahmud KHandakar and Principal of the Academy Nayeem Ahmed received the Prime Minister. 

A total of 37 probationary assistant police super (ASP) completed one year course took part in the parade. ASP Limon Roy conducted the parade as parade commander.

Among the trainees, Md. Shakil Ahmed took 'best in horsemanship' and Sheikh Md Abdullah bin Kalam took 'best in academic' and 'best man cup' from the Prime Minister. 

Fisheries and Livestock Minister Abdul Latif Biswas, State Minister for Youth and Sports Ahad Ali Sarkar, Mayor of Rajshahi Khairuzzaman Liton, PM's principal secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-uz-Zaman, home secretary CQK Mustaq Ahmed and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, were present, among others, on the occasion.


Sheikh Hasina also urged the members of the police force to maintain the dignity of the oath they took today by ensuring transparency and accountability in every sphere of the working life.


"Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had sacrificed his life to bring smiles on the faces of the distressed people and I want that you would sacrifice yourselves in people's service following the ideals of the Father of the Nation," she said.


The Prime Minister said: "You will have to stand beside the imperiled people like a trusted friend and keep a sharp eye, especially for women and children so that no negligence is made to them."


Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for application of new technologies by the force to combat crimes.


"The police force has to apply modern tactics and technologies to combat international and regional militants, terrorist activists, cyber crime and money-laundering as the nature of crimes is rapidly changing across the world," she said.


The Prime Minister said the present government has brought massive reforms in the colonial laws, rules and structure of Bangladesh Police to turn it into a 'service'.


"I hope the police force would be a real symbol of the expectation of the people and it would play a pioneering role in materialising Vision 2021 through curbing the evils and nurturing good," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said Bangabandhu had wanted to build a people-friendly modern police force. "We are also working to build a disciplined, responsible, accountable and people-friendly police force following the way showed by Bangabandhu," she said.


Highlighting the government steps for the development of the police force, the Prime Minister said her government has formed industrial police, while the work on constitution of tourist police, campus police and marine police is underway. 

"The work on formation of the National Police Bureau of Counter Terrorism unit to combat terrorist and militant activities is almost at final stage. Besides, the work on 
constitution of a separate and complete investigation unit based on technologies has been undertaken," she said.


The Prime Minister said two security and protection battalions have been constituted to strengthen the security of the VVIP, VIP and very important installations. Besides formation of Rangpur range, she said, eighteen new police stations and 27 
investigation centres have been set up. 
Sheikh Hasina said the rank badge of IGP given by the Father of the Nation has been reintroduced, while the posts of sub-inspectors and sergeants have been upgraded to class two from class three and the post of inspectors has been elevated to class one non-cadre post from class two.


She said her government has decided to create 32,000 new posts including cadre and non-cadre for the police force. "As many as 23, 879 new posts including 306 cadre posts have already been created thus increased capabilities of providing service by the police manifold," she added.
Recalling the contribution of the police force to the War of Liberation in 1971, the Prime Minister said members of the police force first built an armed resistance against the occupation forces on the black night of March 25 in 1971.


About 100 police members including constables Jahangir and Salam embraced martyrdom in that fight, she said and prayed for eternal peace of the departed souls of martyred police members.


In this connection, Sheikh Hasina mentioned that the present government has first given the 'Independence Award 2011' to the police force in recognition to their unforgettable contribution to the great War of Liberation.


Earlier, the Prime Minister was given a guard of honour by a smartly-turned out contingent of the police force. She reviewed the parade and took salute.


Later, the Prime Minister planted a sapling at the academy premises.
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