Dhaka, October 6, 2013

Focus on Govt. success to people: PM urges professionals

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the professionals to take initiative to make people aware of the development the country achieved during the present tenure of her government as well as the necessity of its continuation. 
"I hope that the professionals, who have representation at all levels of the society, would take initiative to focus on successes that we have achieved over the years at the national and nternational level," she said.

She said this while addressing the grand national rally of Peshajibi Samonnoy Parishad (Professionals Coordination Committee) at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here today. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government fully believes that people are the owner of votes and country's development is possible under a continuous democratic process.

"To uphold the democratic process, the next election will be held under the present constitutional framework, and the party enjoying people's mandate will come to power," she said.

Over the last four years and eight months her government has done every thing required for a sustainable democracy giving people guarantee of their franchise, she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said, "I have full confidence in people. If they want constant development and benefit, rid the country off poverty, persisting social peace, keep the nation free from terrorism and above all keep up the spirit of the war of liberation, they must give us vote. If they think otherwise, I have nothing to say."

"BNP has taken vote misguiding people through an orchestrated propaganda in five city corporations, she said, adding, People of those cities have already started experiencing its backlash as their workers have begun their race to gobble up everything including footpaths," the Prime Minister said.

The professionals applauded the Prime Minister as she announced giving 20 percent dearness allowance for the government employees which will be maximum Taka 6,000 and minimum Taka 1,500. The process of constituting a permanent pay commission for civil servants is also going on, she said.

With president of the Samonnoy Parishad Justice AFM Mejbahuddin Ahmed in the chair, the rally was addressed, among others, by Parishad leaders, PM's media advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, vice chancellor of BUET Prof. SM Nazrul Islam, secretary general Dr Quamrul Hasan Khan and divisional leaders of the Parishad. Vice chancellor of Dhaka University AAMS Arefin Siddiqui gave welcome address. 

At the beginning, an obituary reference was adopted in the memories of the deceased a number of national leaders including former President M Zillur Rahman, eminent persons and leaders of the Parishad. 
Sheikh Hasina said, the country has made remarkable progress in fulfilling the basic needs of the people and achieving the cherished goal of building a Digital Bangladesh.

Apart from improvement of internal connectivity, Bangladesh is now well connected with the rest of the world due to development of digital communication technology, she said. 

Praising the role of the professionals in all democratic movements, Prime Minister said, members of all professions also delivered their sincere services during the tenure of her present government. Their relentless efforts and devotion could make it possible to achieve such huge progress in every sector, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, as with bringing economic progress of the country, her government has ensured press freedom, peoples' freedom of expression and right to information and rule of law. 

"Awami League government was the first to give permission to private television channel 1996-2001 tenure. BNP taking office in 2001 sealed the transmission of that channel," she noted. 

"In the present tenure we have given permission to more than dozens of private channels," she said adding "Taking permission form us, many channels are working against us." 

Referring to the destructive activities of BNP-Jamaat men after 2001 election, the Prime Minister said, development was a sheer cry as they had pursued politics of vengeance instead of development. 

"BNP-Jamaat did not change their character. People of every section of the society were persecuted when they were in power. In the same style their killing spree is still going on," Sheikh Hasina said.

Criticizing the opponents of Rampal coal based power plant, the Prime Minister said, they had also opposed Boropukuria coal based power plant on environmental ground saying such power causes huge damage to the locality.

"In Boropukuria two coal based power plants are already in production for the last few years. And, construction of the third nit is going on," she said urging the Rampal opponents to visit the area to see how the power plants are operating without any damage to environment.

Assuring that her government would not take any project detrimental to environment and nature, Sheikh Hasina said, more coal-based power plants would be constructed in the country to meet the growing demand of power. So, everybody should remain careful while opposing such project, she said. 

In this regard, the Prime Minister blasted BNP leader Begum Zia for talking in unison with the Rampal opponents saying, Begum Zia could not add a single unit of power to the grid when she was in power except wasting public money in the name of purchasing 'khamba' (electric pole) for power.
Expressing her firm resolve to complete the trial of the war criminals, the Prime Minister said, their trial is crucial for country's development, peace and prosperity. Anti-liberation force is out to thwart nation's all achievements, she said.
"Persons responsible for genocide, arson and handing over our mothers and sisters to the hands of Pakistani forces must be tried. Begum Zia would not be able to protect them, she said.

The country could not progress after 1975 and after 2001 as anti-liberation force was in power, Sheikh Hasina said.

Kushtia, October 5, 2013

Terrorism, militancy will come back if BNP comes to power: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the people to reelect Awami League for continuation of development trend, saying that terrorism, militancy and corruption would come back if BNP comes to power.

"Bangladesh would be turned into a country of militancy, terrorism and corruption again and all development activities will be stopped if BNP comes to power," she said.

The Prime Minister sought "doa" and vote of the countrymen to build Bangladesh as a prosperous and developed country free from hunger and poverty. "We want that the country would move forward on the world stage by keeping its head high," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said this while addressing a mammoth public rally at Kushtia Government College Ground here this afternoon.

Kushtia District Awami League arranged the rally with its acting president Zulfikar Ali in the chair.

AL Joint Secretaries Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and Dr Dipu Moni and Information Minister and JSD President Hasanul Haque Inu spoke at the rally, among others.

The Prime Minister arrived here this morning to inaugurate the Bangladesh-India Power Transmission Centre and to lay the foundation stone of Moitree Super Thermal Power Project (Rampal 1320-MW coal-based power plant) here.

Recalling the dark days of terrorism and corruption during the five-year rule of BNP, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition leader whitened her black money by paying penalty, while her two sons laundered thousands of crores of taka abroad. 

"Killing, looting and corruption are the character of BNP," she said, adding, "two sons of Khaleda Zia looted Taka 980 crore from the state-owned banks in the name of 'Khamba Ltd' and Dandy Dyeing."

Sheikh Hasina said that BNP had given only "khamba" (electric pole) to the people instead of power. But AL after coming to power has raised power generation capacity to 9000 megawatts, she said.

The Prime Minister said people can eat by filling up the stomach and sleep in peace when Awami League comes to power. On the other hand, the country witnesses unrest, militancy and graft when BNP goes to power, she said.
She hoped that the people would cast vote for Awami League as peace prevails, the students can pursue study and people can cast vote peacefully and safely when Awami League comes to power. 

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh was turned into a safe haven for terrorists and militants during the five-year rule of the BNP-Jamaat alliance government. "The people passed horrific days, and the country became champions in graft for five years at that time," she said.

The Prime Minister said the leader of the opposition received government money for the study of her two sons. "But she (Khaleda) taught her two sons only corruption and money- laundering," Sheikh Hasina said. 

She also said when BNP remains in power, they hand over arms and drugs to the youths and students.

The Prime Minister urged the countrymen not to be misguided by the anti-government propaganda of the opposition. "BNP is champion in resorting to falsehood," she said.

About the police crackdown on BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat mayhem on May 5-6 in the capital, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition first claimed that 2,000-2,500 people were killed in the police action.

"But the number was reduced to 61 which is also baseless. We found many of the persons included in the list of the people who are still alive," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat elements carried out propaganda among the people, particularly simple rural women, that AL has killed all imams, muezzins and devout Muslims. 

"They also propagated that azan (call for prayers) and janaza (prayer before burial) would not be held as AL killed all imams and muezzins," she said.

But their propaganda was proved false as azan was heard from the mosques; the Muslims offered prayers including Tarabih and attended janaza during the month of Ramadan. 

At the same way, she said, the BNP carried out propaganda before 1996 election that "uluddhani" (ululation) would be heard instead of azan from the mosques if AL comes to power. But their propaganda was too proved wrong during the previous AL government, she said.

Reiterating her firm determination to complete the trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said whatever efforts the opposition makes they cannot save war criminals from the trial.

She said the opposition leader feels pain as we started the trial of the perpetrators who committed crimes against humanity during the Liberation War.

"I would like to tell Khaleda Zia that you had tried to save the killers of Bangabandhu, but you failed and this time, you cannot protect the 1971 culprits," she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said: "We executed the verdict of Bangabandhu killing case. And judgement of those killers, who are absconding, would be implemented bringing them back from abroad."

In the same way, she said, the verdict of the war criminal cases would be executed.

Earlier from the meeting venue, the Prime Minister inaugurated a hostel for visually-impaired children, Kushtia District Server Station, Muktijoddha Complex, Bheramara Thana Bhaban, Kushtia Weather Office, Academic Building of Kushtia Women's College, Daulatpur Thana Bhaban, Upgradation of Kumarkhali Upazila Health Complex and Khoksha UZ Health Complex.

She also laid the foundation stone of 13 development projects. These include Kushtia Medical College and Hospital project, Regional Passport Office, and Journalist Kangal Harinath Memorial Museum. 

Bheramara, Kushtia, October 5, 2013

Govt won't do anything that will harm Sundarbans

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today assured that her government won't do anything which would cause damage to the Sundarbans, the world heritage site.

"I think that the people should keep faith in me that the Sundarbans will not be damaged, and Sheikh Hasina won't do anything that will harm the country," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating Bangladesh-India Power Transmission Centre and laying foundation stone of Moitree Super Thermal Power Project (Rampal 1320-MW coal based power plant) here.

Her assurance came as the National Committee to Protect to Oil, Gas and Port as well as environmentalists have been opposing setting up of the Rampal 1320-MW coal-based power plant in Bagerhat.

Sheikh Hasina said: "We need to protect environment,biodiversity and build the country beautifully. We also need economic development and the present government has been working to achieve this goal."

Criticizing the opponents of the Rampal Power Plant, the Prime Minister said her government has taken initiative to dredge the Pashur River and Ghasia Canal to improve and protect environment of the Sundarbans.

"I don't know whether they have any idea about this," she said.

The Prime Minister said it was the Awami League government during which the Sunderbans were included in the World Heritage Site list.

Ruling out the claim of some quarters about the effects of Rampal Power Plant on the Sundarbans, the Prime Minister said, the government has approved Rampal Project assessing all possible impacts on environment and ecology.

"A certain quarter is trying to create confusion among the people about Rampal thermal power plant. But, I want to state that I personally never approved in the past or will approve in future any project that will harm the environment and ecology of our country," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has taken highest measures so that Rampal power project does not cast any adverse impact on the Sundarbans. "High quality coal and latest technology will be used to minimise the air and water pollution," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has already set up a coal-based power plant in Barapukuria in Dinajpur and it did not cast any adverse impact on the environment in the area.
She asked whether the people who are making hue and cry about the Rampal Power Plant have assessed any impact on the environment, area and the people adjacent to Baropukuria Power Plant? "They could not do this as it is the reality that the plant did not cast any adverse impact," she said.

Bheramara, Kushtia, October 5, 2013
PM opens Indo-Bangla power gridline

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated the much-awaited Bangladesh-India inter- grid power connectivity heralding a new horizon of partnership and cooperation in power sector between Dhaka and New Delhi. 

Under the project, a power transmission centre, a substation and 98-kilometre transmission line were constructed to import 500 MW power from India. There is an arrangement for expansion of the capacity of this grid substation to 1000 MW. 

Addressing a function on the occasion at power transmission centre here, the Prime Minister said the power connectivity will introduce a new horizon in energy trade among the countries of the region and harnessing cooperation in other areas.

"With launching of electricity transmission, the cooperation heralded a new horizon between the two countries," she said, expressing the hope that newer scopes will be explored in future for the welfare of the people of the two countries. 

Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh joined the inaugural ceremony of the Bangladesh- India Power Transmission Centre through a videoconferencing and gave a goodwill speech. 

In his speech, the Indian Prime Minister said he is extremely delighted for embarking upon the new partnership with Bangladesh in power sector and thanked the people of Bangladesh for this extraordinary accomplishment. 

"The state of the art Rampal power station will be constructed following high- standards to protect the Sundarbans- a common heritage of both Bangladesh and India," he said. 
Terming Bangladesh as one of the fastest growing economies,Dr Singh said his country would stand beside Bangladesh as a long-term partner in the prosperity of her people. "India is also pledge-bound to implement all agreements singed with Bangladesh," he said. 

Extending her sincere thanks to India for support to power sector, Sheikh Hasina said India is our trusted friend. "The people of Bangladesh would never forget the cooperation and sacrifice made by Indian government and its people during our Great War of Liberation," she said. 

As a neighbouring country, she said, there exists a multi- faceted cooperation in the areas of economy, trade, culture and commerce between Bangladesh and India. Indian Minister for New and Renewable Energy Dr Farooque Abdullah attended the functionas the special guest. 

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Information Minister Hasanul Haq Inu, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, PM's Advisor on Power and Energy Affairs Dr. Tawfiq Elahi Chowdhury, also spoke on the occasion. 

State Minister for Power Brig Gen (retd) Enamul Haque, Chairman of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Power Subid Ali Bhuiyan, PM's special assistance Mahbub-ul-Alam Hanif, Power Secretary of India PK Sinha, Secretary of the External Resources Division Abul Kalam Azad, Indian High Commissioner Pankaj Saran, vice president of Asian Development Bank Bruce Davis also spoke on the occasion while Power Secretary Monwar Islam gave the welcome address. 

On the occasion, the Prime Minister also laid foundation stone of 360MW Bheramara Combined Cycle Power Station and Moitree Super Thermal Power Project (Rampal 1320 MW coal based power plant). 

Terming electricity as the prime mover of all socioeconomic development, the Prime Minister said adequate and reliable supply of electricity is an important pre- requisite for attracting both domestic and foreign investment. 

Considering the necessity of electricity, she said, the government has taken the initiatives to increase power generation and import electricity from neighbouring countries. 

Under the project, 71-kilometer transmission line was constructed in India while 27.35- km line and a 400 KV HVDC (High Voltage Direct Current) grid substation were built on Bangladesh side. 

Sheikh Hasina said for the first time, HVDC grid sub-station was built in Bangladesh. "It will contribute significantly to enhance the capacity of power sector engineers," she hoped, saying her government is also negotiating with Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan to import electricity. 

The Prime Minister said her party in last election manifesto, had a pledge to recover the acute electricity crisis the country was facing. "At the end of our tenure, we can now claim that we have kept our promise."

She said in 2009, when the present government took office, daily electricity production was only 3200 megawatt. Now the production reached up to 6,675 megawatt. As a long-term plan, she said, the government has undertaken a master plan to produce 20,000 megawatt electricity by 2021. 

"During the last four and a half years, a total of 57 power plants with capacity of producing 4,432 megawatt were commissioned at public and private initiatives," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said 33 more power plants with a capacity of 6,569 megawatt are under construction. Tenders are being floated for 19 power plants with a capacity of 3974 megawatt. Preliminary work is underway to set up nine more power plants having a capacity of 3,542 megawatt, she said.

The Prime Minister said along with generation, the country has made remarkable progress in the distribution system. 

Some 9,000 kilometre transmission lines and three lakh kilometre distribution lines have been installed with setting up of 20 grid sub-stations. 
Sheikh Hasina said some 34 lakh new consumers were given electricity connections across the country reaching the electricity coverage to nearly 62 percent. 

"The revenue income in power sector also increased through reducing system loss," she said. Pointing out her government's stride to produce renewable energy, the Prime Minister said as many as 30 lakh solar systems were installed in the country. 

Nearly 100 megawatt solar-based electricity is being produced covering the remote and inaccessible areas. 
In this regard, the Prime Minister Hasina also mentioned the foundation laying of Nuclear Power Plant at Rooppur in Ishawardi. In this area Bangladesh has set a milestone as only 27 countries in the world have such capacity as of now, she said. Laying importance on sustainable energy production based on diversification of fuel like coal, nuclear energy and renewable energy, Sheikh Hasina said, "Our electricity generation is mainly gas-dependent. But the reserve of our natural gas is limited. That is why we are shifting towards coal-based power plants." 

The Prime Minister said the government has taken programmes to set up 13 coal- based power plants in the country including the 1320 megawatt Rampal coal-fired thermal power plant. China and Malaysia will set up two more big coal-fired power plants in Bangladesh, she said. 

Ruling out the claim of some quarters about the effects of Rampal power plant on the Sundarbans, Sheikh Hasina said the government has approved Rampal Project assessing all possible impacts on environment and ecology. 

"A certain quarter is trying to create confusion among the people about Rampal thermal power plant. But, I want to state that I personally never approved in the past or will approve in future any project that will harm the environment and ecology of our country," she said. 

"We have taken highest measures so that Rampal power project does not cast any adverse impact on the Sundarbans. High quality coal and latest technology will be used to minimise the air and water pollution," she said. 

She said the present government is making relentless efforts to build a happy and prosperous nation through reaching education, healthcare, food and electricity to every household.

"Today, Bangladesh is a success story and role model for the developing world in areas such as poverty alleviation, universal education, women empowerment, improvement of child and maternal health care, and maintaining commendable economic growth and macro-economic stability," she said.

Dhaka, October 3, 2013
BNP's character is to play with people's life: PM

Accusing BNP of killing and looting, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the party has no responsibility to the country and the people. 
"It is the character of BNP to play with life of the people and kill them. They have no responsibility to the country and people. Their only aim is to amass wealth, loot money and kill people," she said. 

On the other hand, she said, the country witnesses massive development and the people get something when Awami League comes to power as the party struggled for the nation under the leadership of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

"If the victorious party comes to power the nation witnesses massive development, which is not possible with the defeated forces in power," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of the party of eight districts at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon. 

As part of a series of view-exchange meetings to finalise probable party candidates for the parliamentary seats in the next national election, the Awami League President today exchanged views with presidents and general secretaries of Rajshahi city and district, Shariatpur, Netrakona, Natore, Narsingdi, Jhenidah and Satkhira district units of the party and their thana, upazila and grade-I pourasabha units.

The ruling party has initiated such meetings between its president and grassroots leaders on September 4 and it would continue till October 12. 

Referring to the dark days of terrorism and corruption, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition leader whitened her black money by paying penalty, while her two sons laundered thousands of crores of taka abroad. 

"They have embezzled the money of orphans and orphanage and we did not unearth the money laundering of her two sons, it was the US investigators who unearthed their crime," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh was turned into a country of militancy and terrorism during the rule of the BNP- Jamaat Alliance government. "The people passed a horrific time and the country became champions in graft for five years at that time," she said.
AL Presidium Members Kazi Jafarullah and Staish Chandra Roy and central leader Abul Hasnat Abdullah were present at the meeting conducted by AL's Deputy Office Secretary Mrinal Kanti Das.

Sheikh Hasina said the BNP Chairperson embezzled the money of orphanage and orphans, while her two sons looted thousands of crores of taka of the people.

"They embezzled the orphans' money. What would they give to the people?" she said. 

She said the opposition leader avoids the court on various excuses in fear of conviction. 

About the comment of the BNP chairperson that she (Khaleda) does not see Sheikh Hasina in power, the Prime Minister said: "Everybody knows that she does not see me in power as BNP-Jamaat made several attempts on her life." 
"She tried to kill me through her two sons and her cabinet ministers on August 21 in 2004. But by the grace of almighty Allah, I escaped the carnage that killed 22 AL leaders and workers including Ivy Rahman," Sheikh Hasina said. 

The Prime Minister said Begum Zia makes fun on the National Mourning Day celebrating her birthday with festivity and rewarded the killers of Bangabandhu and four national leaders giving them foreign posting and making them members of parliament." 

Reiterating her firm determination to complete the trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said she has firm belief to complete the trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity. 

"We executed the verdict of Bangabandhu killing case to free the nation from stigma and we must finish the trial of war criminals to free Bangladesh from another stigma," she said. 

Criticizing the BNP for its ill efforts to thwart war crimes trial, the Prime Minister said the main opposition wants to protect the war criminals as it sided with them. "They are buring innocent people and drivers to death. How can one Muslim kill another Muslim by torching? But, it is possible by them as they take side with the war criminals," she said.

The Prime Minister urged the countrymen not to be misguided by the anti-government propaganda of the opposition. "A Muslim cannot resort to falsehood standing in a mosque," she said.

About the police crackdown on BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat mayhem on May 5-6 in the capital, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition first claimed that 2000-2500 people were killed in the police action. 

"But the number was reduced to 61 which is also baseless. We found many of the persons included in the list alive," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat elements carried out propaganda to the people particularly simple rural women that AL had killed all imams, muezzins and devout Muslims. 

"They also propagated that azan (call for prayers) and janaza would not be held as AL killed all imams and muezzins," she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said those who carried out this type of Propaganda, in fact, were involved in burning thousands of copies of the holy Quran, cutting trees, uprooting electric poles and setting fire to vehicles and public and private property. 

About the amendment to the constitution, the Prime Minister said the government brought the amendment to strengthen and protect parliamentary democracy as well to seal off usurpation of power. 

"We have brought the amendment so none can grab power unconstitutionally," she said. 

The Prime Minister came down heavily on a section of people,who always criticize for bringing the 15th amendment to the constitution hurriedly. 
Describing elaborately the whole process of the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said a special committee, headed by the deputy leader of the House, was formed comprising lawmakers of all parties on July 21, 2010. 

The JS body, she said, held 27 meetings with the people of all professions including lawyers, journalists and civil society members and 51 recommendations were put forward to the committee. 

Sheikh Hasina said the law minister placed the bill in the House on June 6, 2011 and the bill was sent back to the parliamentary standing committee on the same day. The bill was placed in the cabinet on June 20 the same year, she said. 

The Prime Minister said the Jatiya Sangsad passed the bill on June 30, 2011 through direct voting. Two hundred ninety one votes were cast in favour of the bill, while one went against it, she said. 

She said the bill has set a new milestone in the country's history as it protected democracy as well as ensured people's empowerment and voting rights of the people. 

Highlighting tremendous development activities of the present government in different fields, Sheikh Hasina said when AL goes to power, the people gain self-confidence. "But when BNP comes to power, the people remain in constant anxiety," she said.

Terming her party as a democratic one, the Awami League president said she is holding view exchange meetings to get opinions of the grassroots leaders that would play an important role in fielding candidates in the next general elections. 

"Advice would be accepted from the grassroots leaders, and later nomination would be given to the best potential candidates by assessing the opinions of the grassroots leaders and the survey that we conducted earlier," she said.


The Prime Minister urged the grassroots Awami League leaders and workers to project the corruption and terrorism unleashed by the past BNP-Jamaat four party alliance government before the people side by side with the achievement of the present government.

Dhaka, October 3, 2013
PM inaugurates second phase of DMCH

More than six decades of its establishment, Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH), one of the country's main healthcare providing hub, has have its second unit with inauguration of 600-bed second phase today.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina formally inaugurated the 10- storied Dhaka Medical College (DMC) Hospital-2 hoping that the expansion would resolve the bed crisis and strengthen the healthcare providing services delivering modern treatment to patients. 
Addressing a function at DMC auditorium, the Prime Minister said, Awami League government always has attached utmost importance to health services considering it as a basic rights of the people. 

She said DMC and DMCH have not only played praiseworthy role in providing healthcare service to people, but the two institutions have a very glorious role in the war of liberation and all democratic movements. 

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League government during its 1996- 2001 tenure had taken the project for expansion of the DMCH. Accordingly she laid the foundation stone of the hospital on April 18, 2001. 

But, after change of power in 2001, the project, like many others, was put on hold for eight years. The Awami League government taking office in 2009 restarted the project completing its construction during its present tenure, she said. 

Constructed in 1946 with 500 beds, the DMCH was expanded to 1050-bed by Bangabandhu government in 1973. But, during the military regime the number of bed reduced to 800, officials said.

Health Minister Prof. Dr AFM Ruhal Haque, State Minister for Health Capt (retd) Mujibur Rahman Fakir, Rashed Khan Menon, MP, Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, MP, also spoke on the occasion.

With secretary of the health ministry M N Niaz Uddin in the chair, the function was addressed, among others, by Director General Dr Khandakar M Sifayet Ullah and Project Director Dr Baijid Khurshid Reaz. 

Principal of DMC Prof. Deen Mohammad and Director of DMCH Brigadier General Mustafizur Rahman, doctors, teachers, nurses and students were present. 

Highlighting the steps taken by her government for development of the country's health sector, the Prime Minister said, the present government has formulated a time-befitting national health policy. 
"Our government has established first medical university in Bangladesh with founding Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University. We have constructed 10,723 community clinics and hospitals across the country along with implementing massive programmes for infrastructure development of the sector," she said. 

On the occasion, the Prime Minister unveiled a memorial plaque of martyred doctors and students of DMCH who were killed during the war of liberation. 

The new unit of the DMCH will have facilities for providing specialized services including kidney dialysis and required number of intensive care units (ICU).

The present government has asked for implementing the longstanding 21-point demand of the doctors. Jobs of 5,279 ad-hoc doctors were made permanent while 4,000 new doctors were recruited newly with giving promotion to 2,283 doctors, the Prime Minister said. 
She said the government has established discipline in the health sector. Child and maternal mortality rate has drastically dropped. The health sector also showed its capacity in keeping tuberculosis, malaria, filarial, avian influenza, anthrax, nipah virus and dengue under control. 

Life expectancy of people has been increased to 68 years due to improvement of the situation of supplying nutritional food, food safety and living standard of people as well as development of modern Medicare facilities for the patients of cancer and heart diseases, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the present government has made the family welfare, reproductive health and mother and children health programmes dynamic. A three-tire upazila healthcare system has been put in place through strengthening the community clinics, union health and family welfare centers and upazila health complexes, she said adding now poor patients get treatment and emergency medicines free of cost from the government hospitals and clinics.

The Prime Minister said the present government has also given notice to specialized treatment. In view of this, she said, two 500-bed general hospitals were constructed at Kurmitola and Khilgaon in Dhaka, a 250-bed tuberculosis hospital was constructed at Shyamoli in Dhaka, a hospital was constructed for government employees while the national institute of neuroscience and hospital has been established at Agargaon, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government in its present tenure has established five new medical colleges, six dental colleges and units, five health technology institutes, seven nursing colleges and 12 nursing institutes. Steps were taken for professional and language courses of the nurses to enable them to find job abroad.

Sheikh Hasina said global community has acclaimed Bangladesh success in the health sector. For this success, she said, Bangladesh has earned MDG award, South South Award and many others rewards from international community.

Prime Minister urged all to remain careful about the conspiracy of the anti-liberation force to thwart out country's development. The country could not achieve its cherished development goal after 1975 as the anti-liberation force was in power, she said.

"Country's success in various fields including, in the health sector, in a short span of time was possible as the pro- liberation force remains in power," she said.

Ishwardi, Pabna, October 2, 2013
Vote AL again for nation's progress: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the people to cast their vote again for the Awami League-led alliance for country's development, peace and prosperity.

"BNP and its allies' going to power again would not only be frustrating for war crimes trial, it would also be a big blow to country's development," she said at a big public rally here. 

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP and Jamaat put on hold many crucial projects including Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant initiated by Awami League government in 1996. The nation had to wait for more than seven years for the dream project as BNP and Jamaat suspended its implementation.
In future, if BNP and its allies come to power, they would suspend many development and welfare projects undertaken by the present government for country's overall socio-economic progress, she said. 

Pabna district unit of Awami League (AL) organized the rally at adjacent ground of Rooppur Nuclear Power Project marking groundbreaking ceremony of the nuclear project.

"BNP suspended the trial of the war criminals. BNP gave indulgence to the murderers of Bangabandhu and perpetrators of genocide in 1971. So, militancy and terrorism would come back with the return of BNP to power," she said.

Extending her sincere thanks to the people of Pabna for their overwhelming support for all five candidates of Awami League in the district, Sheikh Hasina sought their vote for party candidates in the next election for development, peace and progress. 

President of the Pabna district unit of Awami League Shamsur Rahman Sharif Dilu, MP, presided over the meeting while party presidium member Mohammad Nasim, Planning Minister Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK Khandakar, AL Joint Secretary Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif, Foreign Minister Dr. Dipu Moni, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku and AL advisory council member Mirza Abdul Jalil addressed the meeting.

Shahriar Alam, MP, Golam Faruk Khandakar Prince, MP, Maqbul Hossain, MP, former student leader SM Kamal Hossain, AL organizing secretary Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, MP, also spoke on the occasion. 

Terming the inauguration of the construction of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant as a historic event, the Prime Minister said, the nation had to wait for more than six decades for the project. 

The project has finally got a push as Awami League government was in power, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the people get food, shelter, job and healthcare services as well as access to education if Awami League remains in power. On the other hand, food production decreases and life expectancy of people declines when BNP comes to power, she said. 

Criticizing Begum Zia for her persistent attitude to accept the Prime Minister as the head of the interim government, Sheikh Hasina said, "I know it very well that she would not accept me."

"Because of that, Begum Zia made repeated attempts to annihilate me," Sheikh Hasina said referring to grenade attack on her on August 21, 2004 and police attack in Chittagong on January 24, 1988.

She added: "Begum Zia makes fun on the National Mourning Day celebrating herbirthday with pomp while rewarded the killers of Bangabandhu and four national leaders giving them foreign posting and making them member of the parliament."

Giving a brief resume on the development works implemented during the present tenure of Awami League, she said Awami League believes in development. She said, 28 to 30 large-scale projects were implemented in Pabna. Ishwardi Export Processing Zone was established during past tenure of Awami League creating job opportunities for many people, she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said, instead of giving attention to country's development, BNP and its allies were busy with corruption, intimidating political opponents, killing and arson and transfer of ill-gotten money to abroad. 

"They killed many popular Awami League leaders including former finance minister SAMS Kibria, Ahsanullah Master and Ivy Rahman in a reign of terror, and their corruption knew no bounds. That is why Begum Zia had to make her black money white by giving penalty," the Prime Minister said. 

Pointing out the horrific situation of power sector during BNP regime, she said, overall power generation decreased to 3200 MW from 4300 MW during their rule. But, they looted around Taka 980 crore from nationalized banks in the name of development of the sector, she said. 

The Prime Minister said, "People should keep in mind that their progress takes place only when Awami League remains in power. We have to go to people for their mandate and make them understand why they will vote for the party." 

"People should give vote to Awami League as poverty declines if they give vote for the party. Awami League has given books to students for free. Scholarships and stipends are being given to students of secondary and higher secondary levels. A trust fund has been created to support the students of higher studies," she said.

Mentioning the steps taken by her government for building a Digital Bangladesh, she said, mobile phones are now in the hands of everybody at a very cheap rate, farmers get subsidy through banks, income of every people increased and youths now can find their jobs on their own by taking collateral free loan from banks.
Urging people to remain alert to the propaganda of BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat, the Prime Minister said they have taken vote in the five city corporation polls misguiding people in the name of religion. She said, BNP and Jamaat are experts in propaganda. 

BNP spread the false information that thousands of Hefajat workers were killed at Shapla Chattar on May 5, 2013. At the instigation of BNP leader, they burnt thousands of copies of the holy Quran. 

Sheikh Hasina said, Islam was better served when Awami League was in power. Awami League has implemented the project for expansion of Baitul Mokarram National Mosque. But, BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat hooligans destroyed the holiness of the mosque using it as their political shelter. 

The Prime Minister said, BNP spread a propaganda campaign that all Imams and Moazzins were killed. As to why no Azan will be heard from the mosques and there is no person alive to conduct the janaza of Muslims. But, after the incident, Muslims are performing their all religious rites as usual, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP-Jamaat unleashed propaganda in the same style before 1996 general election. They said 'Ulu' instead of Azan will be heard from all mosques if Awami League comes to power. But their propaganda proved false later and Muslims performed their all religion rites in a better religious environment. Their claim that Bangladesh would be part of India was also proved false. 

The Prime Minister announced that one school and one college would be nationalized in every upazila if the Awami League comes to power again.

Rooppur, Pabna, October 2, 2013
Bangladesh embarks on nuke power programme
Bangladesh today embarked on a nuclear power programme as Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the first phase work of the much-awaited Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) Project here. 

"After decades of speculation, plans and programmes, commissioning of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant is going to be a reality heralding a new era for Bangladesh. This is indeed a joyful day for the countrymen," the Prime Minister said inaugurating the project.

Mentioning that safety is the top-priority for the Rooppur NPP Project, the Prime Minister said the government will never compromise with safety standards. 

"Our nuclear energy program is very transparent as Bangladesh has signed all the major international treaties, agreements and protocols related to the nuclear non- proliferation," she said. 

For embarking on a nuclear power programme, Sheikh Hasina said, her government has given top priority to the issues of the development of an appropriate nuclear infrastructure based on the 
IAEA Safety Standards and other relevant guidance as well as international good practices. 

"We have promulgated Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Act- 2012 to strengthen national nuclear regulatory infrastructure to ensure safe and secured applications to nuclear techniques and building the country's first nuclear power plant- Rooppur NPP," she said.

Held under the auspices of Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission and the Ministry of Science and Technology, the function was addressed by former Russian Prime Minister and Director General of Russia's State Atomic Energy Commission (ROSATOM) Sergey Kirienko, Planning Minister Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK Khandakar, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku and Head of Department of Technical Cooperation of IAEA Osqar Acquino.

Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Science and Technology Ministry Alhaz Dabirul Islam, local MP Shamsur Rahman Sharif Dilu, Director General of Bangladesh Atomic Energy Centre Mahmudul Hasan also spoke on the occasion while state minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafesh Osman was in the chair. 

Secretary of the ministry Rafiqul Islam delivered the welcome address while chairman of Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission Abu Sayeed M Firoz gave vote of thanks.

The Prime Minister said an independent nuclear regulatory authority called Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority has already been formed.
Besides, she said, bilateral relationship with the nuclear regulatory body of Russian Federation as well as the IAEA has been established for the capacity building of our national nuclear regulatory authority.

The Prime Minister said during her bilateral talks with the ussian President in Moscow in January last, she requested Vladimir Putin for consideration of an innovative-friendly approach in constructing Rooppur NPP with the safest reactor design.

She said this could be capable of tolerating any severe man- made or natural events, namely seismic events, tsunami, flooding and other natural events and generate electricity in a safe, secured and economic manner in the reactor's life time.

Sheikh Hasian said the Russian President assured her of providing the latest and safest nuclear technology for Rooppur NPP.

"We believe that the Russian Federation will follow international standards in every stage of Rooppur NPP implementation and also provide Bangladesh with a technology that will operate safely and effectively under any climatic condition," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government is very happy and satisfied with the assurance of Russian government for cooperation in the establishment of an appropriate nuclear power infrastructure of Bangladesh.

"We are also happy and satisfied with the development of manpower for operation and maintenance of Rooppur NPP as well as management of radioactive waste and taking spent fuel back to the Russian Federation," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said her government recognizes that electricity is a key ingredient for socio-economic development of the country. So, the government has under taken a plan to make the self reliant in power generation by 2020.

Over the last four and half years a total of 34 power plants were constructed and 54 now remain under construction. Eleven coal-based power plant with capacity of 1,300 MW each would be constructed jointly with India, China and Malaysia and 250 MW power out of 500 MW purchased from India will be added to national grid on Saturday next.

"Adequate and reliable supply of electricity is an important pre-requisite for attracting both domestic and foreign investment. That's why, we have set up a goal of providing electricity to all citizens and economic sectors," she said.

The Prime Minister said although there are many arenas of the peaceful use of nuclear energy, the generation of electricity by using nuclear energy has been given top most priority by the present government considering the chronic power shortage of the country.

Presently, she said, the country is evolving an energy-mix diversification, where generation of 10 percent of electricity from nuclear energy by 2021 through early implementation of nuclear power project is assumed as one of the choices to meet the growing energy needs.
Sheikh Hasina recalled with gratitude the greatest Bangalee of all time, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who took initiative to implement the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant after the country's independence. She also expressed her gratitude to Russian Federation and its friendly people for their cooperation in implementing this project.

"As a trusted friend, Russia not only extended material and moral support to our liberation war in 1971, but also took part in rebuilding war-ravaged Bangladesh after the independence," she said.

Dhaka inked a crucial framework agreement with Moscow for construction of the nuclear power plant on May 21, 2010. Under the agreement, ROSATOM will construct two units of the Rooppur NPP, each of 1,000 MW capacity, at a cost of $1.5 to 2 billion. 

The groundbreaking ceremony took place two years after Bangladesh signed a landmark deal with Russia on November 2, 2011 finalising arrangements to install the country's first ever nuclear power plant.
Dhaka, October 2, 2013
Give AL another chance to execute war trial verdicts: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the countrymen to give another chance to Awami League for continuation of the country's socioeconomic development and execution of the verdicts of the war crimes trial. 


"The next election is very important, and I would like to urge the countrymen to give another chance to Awami League in that election by casting vote for 'boat', the election symbol of the party, for continuation of the country's socioeconomic development and execution of the verdicts of the war crimes trial," she said.


Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of the party of six districts at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.


As part of a series of view-exchange meetings to finalise probable party candidates for the parliamentary seats in the next national election, the Awami League President today exchanged views with presidents and general secretaries of Brahmanbaria, Jhalakathi, Meherpur, Madaripur, Narail and Joypurhat district units of the party and their thana, upazila and grade-I pourasabha units. 


The ruling party began the series of view exchange meetings between its president and grassroots leaders on September 4 and the meetings would continue till October 12. 


About the BNP chairperson's comment that she (Khaleda Zia) does not want to see Sheikh Hasina in power, the Prime Minister said: "Everybody knows why she does not want to see me in power." 


Sheikh Hasina said: "Khaleda Zia does not want to see me in power because she knows well if I do not remain in power she will hug the war criminals and will hand over the national flag to them again and make them ministers by releasing them from jail." 

Reiterating her firm determination to complete the trial of the perpetrators who committed crimes against humanity during the War of Liberation, the Prime Minister said as long as she remains alive, she will move on the just path and fulfill her pledges.

"As long as I remain alive, I would move with principles and on the just path and fulfill the commitments given to the nation," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said the opposition leader wants a Sheikh Hasina-free Bangladesh because she knows well that no other person except Sheikh Hasina would take risk to hold trial of the 1971 culprits after so many years. "She (Khaleda) also knows well Sheikh Hasina would complete the trial with courage and overcoming all impediments. That's why she wants a Sheikh Hasina- free Bangladesh," she said. 
The Prime Minister said: "We have started the trial of war criminals to free the nation from a stigma and the pronouncement of verdicts has begun. Insha Allah the judgement will also be executed."
The Prime Minister said Begum Zia makes fun on August 15, on the day Bangabandhu and most of his family members including minor Sheikh Russel were brutally killed in 1975, celebrating her birthday with festivity and rewarded the killers of Bangabandhu and four national leaders giving them foreign posting and making them members of parliament. 


"She also tried to kill me through her two sons and her cabinet ministers on August 21 in 2004. But by the grace of almighty Allah, I escaped the carnage that killed 22 AL leaders 
and workers including Ivy Rahman," Sheikh Hasina said.


Referring to the comment of Khaleda Zia that "you can trust a snake, but not Awami League," the Prime Minister said she (Khaleda) can say this as she remains with snakes like Jamaat, Shibir and Hefazat. "She believes in snakes and let her move with snakes," she said.


In this connection, Sheikh Hasina mentioned the Hefazat and BNP-Jamaat mayhem in Dhaka on May 5. The Prime Minister said on the day, Hefazat men joining hands with Jamaat-Shibir and BNP cadres set fire inside the Baitul Mukarram National Mosque and burnt hundreds of copies of the holy Quran.


"Such a huge number of copies of the Quran were not burnt in the history," she said.

The Prime Minister said she had offered a dialogue to the opposition leader to solve the 'political impasse' in the country.


"But turning down the proposal, she (Khaleda Zia) issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the government, and later the opposition unleashed violent acts in the capital and elsewhere in the country to topple the government," she said.


The Prime Minister urged the countrymen not to be misguided by the anti-government propaganda of the opposition. "A Muslim cannot resort to falsehood standing in a mosque," she said.

About the police crackdown on BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat mayhem on May 5-6 in the capital, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition first claimed that 2000-2500 people were killed in the police action.


"But the number was reduced to 61 which is also baseless. The list prepared by a human rights organization is fake. We found many of madrasa students included in the list alive."

The Prime Minister said the opposition claimed that 1.50 lakh rounds of bullets were fired at Shapla Chattar on May 5. "All buildings of Motijheel area would have been demolished had such a huge numbers of bullets been fired on that day," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said before the five city corporation polls, BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat persons carried out propaganda to the people particularly simple rural women that AL had killed all imams, muezzins and devout Muslims. 


"They also propagated that azan (call for prayers) and janaza would not be held as AL killed all imams and muezzins," she said. 


She said but their propaganda was proved wrong as azan, namaz and jananza are being held as usual. So I would like to call upon the mothers and sisters to remain aware about the propaganda of Hefazat and Jamaat-Shibir, she said.

"Don't be misguided for few amount of money," she said. The Prime Minister said: "We know that telling lies is a sin. So what type of trial would be done of those who resorted to falsehood with the holy Quran during the city polls. Allah would try them."


About the amendment to the constitution, the Prime Minister said the government brought the amendment to restore and protect parliamentary democracy as well as to seal off usurpation of power illegally.


"We have brought the amendment so none can grab power unconstitutionally," she said. 

Describing elaborately the whole process of the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said a special committee, headed by the deputy leader of the House, was formed comprising lawmakers of all parties on July 21, 2010.


The JS body, she said, held 27 meetings with the people of all professions including lawyers, journalists and civil society members and 51 recommendations were put forward to the committee.


Sheikh Hasina said the law minister placed the bill in the House on June 6, 2011 and the bill was sent back to the parliamentary standing committee on the same day. The bill was placed in the cabinet on June 20 the same year, she said. The Prime Minister said the Jatiya Sangsad passed the bill on June 30, 2011 through direct voting. Two hundred ninety one votes were cast in favour of the bill, while one went against it, she said. 


The Prime Minister also criticized the claim of the opposition leader that election could not be free, fair and neutral during the present government.


Sheikh Hasina posed a question if election during the present government could not free and fair, how the opposition won five city corporation polls and other JS by-polls.

"When Khaleda Zia was in power, the opposition did not win a single election," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also questioned if election could not be free, fair and neutral during the AL government, then which regime could hold free and fair election.


The Prime Minister asserted that all the elections held in the last four years and 9 months of the present government were free, fair and transparent. None could raise any allegations about the polls.


Blasting the past BNP-Jamaat alliance government for its unbridled corruption and terrorism from 2001-2006, Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh was turned into a country of terrorists and militants during their five-year rule. 

She said thousands of AL leaders and workers were killed or maimed by the BNP-Jamaat terrorists. Besides thousands of party leaders and workers had to flee their homes in the face of atrocities unleashed by BNP-Jamaat, she said.


But after coming to power, she said, the present government did not take any political revenge against the opposition. Rather, the government applied its allout strength for the country's socioeconomic uplift, she said.

Highlighting tremendous development activities of the present government in different fields, Sheikh Hasina said when AL goes to power, the people gain self-confidence. "But when BNP comes to power, the people remain in constant anxiety," she said.
Terming her party as a democratic one, the Awami League president said she is holding view exchange meetings to get opinions of the grassroots leaders that would play an important role in fielding candidates in the next general elections.


"Advice would be accepted from the grassroots leaders, and later nomination would be given to the best potential candidates after assessing the opinions of the grassroots leaders and the survey that we conducted earlier," she said. 


AL Presidium Members Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Nooh-ul-Alam Lenin and Satish Chandra Roy and Joint Secretaries Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and Dr Dipu Moni were present on the occasion.
Dhaka, October 1, 2013

PM seeks support of war friends to end war trial

Reiterating her firm determination to complete the trial of war criminals, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought support of the friends of Liberation War to this end. 

"It is a daunting task to bring the perpetrators to book after more than four decades of the crimes they committed against humanity. But we are determined and we need your support to 
finish the task," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a function arranged to honour foreign friends of the Liberation War at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC) here this afternoon. 

At the functions, 59 foreign friends and an international organization were given Bangladesh Muktijuddho Sammanana (Bangladesh Liberation War Honour) and Muktijuddho Moitri Sammanana (Friends of Liberation War Honour) for their outstanding support and contributions to the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent nation in 1971. 

President Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina ceremonially handed over the awards to 60 'foreign friends' or their representatives. 

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Liberation War Affairs Capt (retd) AB Tajul Islam, and on behalf of the awardees, Pranabranjan Ray, an intellectual and social worker, also spoke at the function, while Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan read out citations of the award recipients.

Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad, Chief Justice, ministers, advisers to the PM, parliament members, diplomats and dignitaries were present at the gala ceremony.

Sheikh Hasina said that Bangladesh has been able to initiate a process to bring an end to the culture of impunity the perpetrators imposed upon the nation.
"This initiative has ensured the justice instead of denial of justice through fair and transparent trial of the people responsible," she said. 

Mentioning that the process is thoroughly independent, the Prime Minister expressed her firm confidence that it would help the nation to close an unpleasant chapter in its history. "It would also allow us to proceed with greater clarity on our respective roles and responsibility," she said.

Sheikh Hasina sought support of the friends of liberation war to turn Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021. "We seek your good wishes in our journey to transform Bangladesh into a middle income country by the year 2021, the Golden Jubilee year of Bangladesh's independence," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has been relentless in its efforts to utilize the potential and talent of the people to turn Bangabandhu's dream of "Sonar Bangla" (Golden Bengal) into reality.

"We continue to uphold the fundamental principles behind our war of liberation and draw inspiration from there to usher Bangladesh in an era of unprecedented growth and prosperity," she said. 

Expressing sincere gratitude to the 'foreign friends' for their unequivocal support to Bangladesh's independence, the Prime Minister said the foreign friends of the people of Bangladesh, stood by us and organized the moral and material support of the world behind our just cause. 

"Your support reconfirmed that our cause was right and our struggle could not be trampled. You, the foreign freedom fighters for the cause of Bangladesh, rose in protest against the atrocities and pressed for urgent remedial action," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the selfless act of supporting the just cause of a nation under attack rekindled your spirit in the face of recurrent challenges and threats. 

"You simply listened to your heart, understood our plight and shared our aspirations. Sometimes you faced great challenges and daunting problems; but your spirit could not be dampened," she said.

The Prime Minister said the people of Bangladesh today join me in recollecting the immeasurable contribution of our innumerable foreign heroes. From that point of view, it would be wise to consider that honour conferred on one as honour conferred on all. "By honouring you, we are actually reaffirming our faith in the principles that we stood for - equity, democracy, social justice, rule of law and an enabling environment - for all citizens," she said. 

Of the awardees, 44 are from India, four each from Pakistan and USA, two each from UK and Japan, one each from Egypt, Sri Lanka and Turkey, and the Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization (AAPSO). 

Former Indian president late Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed and ex- prime minister late Gulzarilal Nanda were conferred Bangladesh Liberation War Honour. 
The prominent Indian personalities who were awarded Friends of Liberation WarHonour included former minister late VK Krishna Menon, Air Chief Marshal (retd) Swaroop Krishna, former chief of the army staff of Indian Army Lt General Tapishwar Narain Raina, Commander 20 Indian Mountain Division Major General (retd) Lachhman Singh Lehl, late ambassador Samar Sen, noted singer late Suchitra Mitra and film actress Waheeda Rahman. 

The Pakistani recipients who were conferred Friends of Liberation War Honour were noted politicians late Abdul Wali Khan, late Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and late Master Khan Gul and Prof Tariq Rahman.

Each of the awardees received a crest and a citation from the President and the Prime Minister. This was the seventh such ceremony since the Awami League government started honouring foreign friends on July 25, 2011, as a mark of the nation's gratitude to them. So far 338 personalities and organisations have been honoured.

Former Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was the first among foreign friends to be given the highest state honour - Bangladesh Freedom Honour - in recognition of her contribution to the Liberation War. 

Her daughter-in-law Sonia Gandhi, now president of India's ruling Congress party, received the award on her behalf from late president Zillur Rahman.
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