Pirganj, Rangpur, July 31, 2013 
Make AL victorious in next polls, PM urges people

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the people to cast vote for Awami League in the next polls in the interest of the development of the country.

"Make the Awami League victorious in the next elections as the country witnesses massive development and the people get something when the party assumes office. But when other parties go to power, they loot everything by depriving the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also sought doa and support of the people to keep the development ongoing to ensure a better life of the people. "I want your doa and support to complete the unfinished task to build a hunger and poverty-free Bangladesh," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a mammoth public rally on Pirganj Government High School ground here this afternoon.

PM's son and eminent computer scientist Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Textiles and Jute Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, AL Organizing Secretary Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury and Information and Research Secretary Advocate Afzal Hussain, Advocate Fazley Rabbi Mian, MP, Abdul Mannan, MP, Abul Kalam Azad, MP, and AL central leader Sujit Roy Nandi also spoke on the occasion.

Joy's wife Kristine Overmire, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque and Sheikh Helal, MP, were present at the meeting chaired by Pirganj AL President Motaharul Islam Bablu.

Referring to the massive development of Pirganj upazila, the Prime Minister said her government has been working tirelessly for changing the lot of the people of the whole country. 

"We are not only working for development of Pirganj, we are also working for uplift of entire Bangladesh," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the fate of the people is changed when Awami League goes to power as the poor people get food and healthcare free of cost. On the other hand, she said, when BNP comes to power Bangladesh turns into a country of terrorism, corruption, money laundering and fundamentalism. "The BNP is engaged in various misdeeds including killing, corruption and conspiracies when the party goes to power," she said.

The Prime Minister said Begum Khaleda Zia herself whitened the black money and her two sons siphoned off hundreds of crores of taka during the rule of the BNP-Jamaat alliance government. "We have brought back that laundered money from abroad," she said.

She said Khaleda Zia's sons looted Taka 980 crore from Sonali and Janata Banks in the name of Dandy Dyeing and Khamba Ltd as they only come to power for plundering. "They cannot give anything to the people, they can only take from the people," she said.
Sheikh Hasina urged the Awami League leaders and workers to stay alert about the cheating of a vested quarter that is spreading falsehood against the AL from mosques. "I would like to request the leaders and workers of Awami League, Jubo League and Chattra League as well as ulema-mashaekh so that the vested quarter cannot bring false allegation against Awami League sitting in mosques," she said.

"Those who spread falsehood sitting in the mosques cannot be true Muslims and those who spread falsehood are cheating in the name of Islam," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said after the terrible rampage of Jamaat- Shibir and Hefajat-e-Islam in Dhaka on May 5, the Prime Minister said a vested quarter by sending their people to mosques spread propaganda against the government that all imams and muazzins were killed.

"I would like to ask them whether they believe in Islam, if so they cannot do that as any Muslim cannot spread falsehood by standing in the mosques," she said.

She said prayers call takes place and people offer namaz including Tarabih. "So there is no base of their claims," she said.

Blasting the Hefajat-e-Islam rampage during their Dhaka siege programme, the Prime Minister asked whether any Muslim can set fire to mosques or burn the holy Quran.

Stressing the need for maintaining communal harmony, she said: "We want that the people of all faiths would perform their religion freely by maintaining communal harmony."

The Prime Minister also illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, health, power, economy, ICT and social safety net.

"We have fulfilled most of the pledges we made before the election and the rest will be implemented if we are voted to power again," she said.

About the development of Rangpur division, Sheikh Hasina said her government carried out massive uplift programmes in the last four and a half years. "We turned Rangpur district into a division, Rangpur poursabaha into a city corporation and set up Rokeye University," she said.

Sajeeb Wazed Joy called upon the people to cast vote for AL again to continue the trend of development.
Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated a number development projects including the newly-constructed Wazed Miah Bridge over the river Karatua at Kanchdahaghat.

The newly constructed 303.32-metre long and 10.25 metre wide Wajed Miah Bridge was built at a cost of Taka 21.14 crore.

Sheikh Hasina also opened Pirganj Duckbunglow Bhaban, Rangpur Regional Passport Office, Officers' Dormitory Building and the activities of Pirganj Pourasabha.
Besides, she laid the foundation stones of Divisional Commissioner's Complex Building, annex building of Rangpur Circuit House, Pirganj Upazila Complex and Marine Academy and Textiles Institute.

Pirganj, Rangpur, July 31, 2013

PM, Joy, Kristine given rousing reception at Pirganj

Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Bangabandhu's grandson, and his wife Kristine Overmire were given a rousing reception by people of Pirganj as the couple arrived here today on a daylong visit with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Hundreds of thousands of people from all walks of life gathered near the Fatehpur helipad to welcome the Prime Minister, her son Joy and daughter-in-law Kristine.

It was the third visit of the Prime Minister to Pirganj after taking office in 2009, but first along with her son and daughter- in-law. Daughter of Saima Hossain Putul and other relatives also accompanied them.

After arrival at the helipad, Sheikh Hasina, Joy and Kristine went straight to PM's father-in-law's house "Joy Sadan", paternal home of Joy at Fatehpur Laldighee.

Thousands of cheerful people of the neighborhoods and villages who thronged the Joy Sadan to have a glimpse to their daughter-in-law also welcomed Sheikh Hasina by showering her with flower petals.

Sheikh Hasina introduced Kristine to Zohra Khatun and Rawshan Ara Wahed, the parental aunts of Joy, and other relatives.

Later, the Prime Minister offered Fateha at the family graveyard and prayed for eternal peace of the departed soul of her husband and eminent nuclear scientist Dr MA Wazed Miah and other late relatives. 
After taking rest for some time, the Prime Minister held an "uthon baithak" (homestead meeting) with the relatives and neighbours. She introduced Kristine to them and sought blessings of all.
At the meeting, Kristine gave "salam" to the relatives and neighbours and enquired about their well-being in Bangla --- kemon achen (How are you)?. She ended her talking saying Joy Bangla. 

In the afternoon, the Prime Minister inaugurated a number development projects including the newly-constructed Wazed Miah Bridge over the Karatoa river at Kanchdahaghat.

The newly constructed 303.32-metre- long and 10.25-metre- wide Wazed Miah Bridge was built at a cost of Taka 21.14 crore.

Sheikh Hasina also opened Pirganj Duckbungalow Bhaban,Rangpur Regional Passport Office, Officers' Dormitory Building and the activities of Pirganj Pourasabha.
Besides,she also laid the foundation stones of Divisional Commissioner's Complex Building, annex building of Rangpur Circuit House, Pirganj Upazila Complex and Marine Academy and Textiles Institute.

The Prime Minister also addressed a public rally on Pirganj Government High School ground organized by local Awami League.

DHAKA, July 30, 2013

PM hosts iftar for judges, officials & diplomats

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today hosted an Iftar for judges, government and military officials and diplomats at her official Ganobhaban residence.

The Prime Minister went round different tables set for the guests, exchanged pleasantries with them and enquired about their well- being. PM's' s son and eminent computer scientist Sajeeb Wazed Joy was present on the occasion.

Before the iftar, a special munajat was offered seeking continued peace, progress and prosperity of the nation. Khatib of Baitul Mokarram National Mosque Moulana M Salauddin Ahmed conducted the munajat.

Prayers were also offered seeking eternal peace of the departed souls of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib and other victims of August 15 massacre, martyrs of War of Liberation and heroes of the Chief Justice M Muzammel Hossain, Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Rakibuddin Ahmad and Chairman of National Human Rights Commission Dr Mizanur Rahman joined the iftar.

Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Barrister Shafique Ahmed, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Syed Ashraful Islam, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir and State Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Advocate Quamrul Islam were present.

Prime Minister's advisors HT Imam, Dr Gowher Rizvi and Maj. Gen. (retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddiqui, Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin, Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, Chief of Naval Staff Vice- Admiral M Farid Habib, Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Enamul Bari, Attorney General Mahbubey Alam, Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, IGP Hasan Mahmud Khandakar, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Shaher Mohammad, judges of the Supreme Court and High Court and secretaries concerned also joined the Iftar.

Ambassadors, High Commissioners, Charge d' Affaires and heads of missions of different countries attended the iftar.

DHAKA, July 28, 2013

Make people aware about risk of return of anti-liberation force to power: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reminded that journalists have immense role in making people aware about the danger of anti-liberation force coming back to power and propaganda of the opposition in the name of religion to misguide people.

"Who will run the country next? Is it pro-liberation force or war criminals.. It's a big question before the nation at present," she said while addressing journalists at a function here today.

"You, the journalists have a great role to make people aware about the evil design of theopposition to release the war criminals from justice and again put forth the national flag to their hand," she said.

The function was arranged marking the distribution of cheques of financial assistance among the families of dead, sick, insolvent and injured journalists at Prime Minister Office (PMO).

The financial support was given from the government fund of Taka one crore created during the present government tenure under the management of the Ministry of Information for welfare of the journalists.

Information Minister Hasanul Haq Inu presided over the function arranged by Ministry of Information while PM's Media Advisor and president of Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalist (BFUJ) Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, BFUJ secretary general Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan, president of Dhaka Union of Journalists (DUJ) Omar Faruk, general secretary Shaban Mahmud and Information Secretary Mortuza Ahmed, spoke, among others.

Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, were present among others on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said, "Bangladesh is an independent country. But, BNP handed over the national flag to the anti- liberation force. People are worried whether the anti- liberation force will come back to power again."

She said, the leader of the opposition and anti-liberation force are spreading propaganda against us at home and abroad. In the one hand they are carrying out the impious activities and on the other they are spreading falsehood against us in the name of religion.

Ruling out the claim of BNP and Hefajat about the death toll at Shapla Square on May 5, 2013, Sheikh Hasina said, they are giving people misleading information. "They have branded us as 'atheist' whereas the present government have done more than any other government for promotion of Islamic values and principles," she said.

"How they can practice falsehood in the holy month of Ramadan and how the leader of the opposition can write article suggesting the US government to suspend GSP facilities given to Bangladesh," she asked.
The Prime Minister said the government asked the Adhikar-an NGO to submit the names of the 61 Hefajat activists who, according to Adhikar, were killed by law enforcing agencies on May 5, 2013.

The government was supposed to give compensation to the families of the victims, but Adhikar till now could not submit the names, she said adding "the conspirators now are trying to distort a recent speech of Sajib Wajed Joy."

The Prime Minister said her government taken initiative for constituting welfare fund for journalists as they work amidst many risks and hazards. She said the present government has constituted similar funds for Imams and teachers and students.

She proposed for constituting a trust fund for welfare of the journalists and assured them of giving all support to mobilize finance for the fund from public and private sources. She also assured the journalists to provide land at Abdullahpur for their housing. 

The Prime Minister said her government believes in freedom of speech. "However, responsibility is essential while enjoying freedom. Everybody should be careful so that rights of others are not hampered while enjoying the privilege," she said.

In this regard, the Prime Minister laid importance on a proper policy for mass-media saying every nation has their own policy for media. She asked the Information Minister to frame the policy as soon as possible.

A total of 158 journalists and the families of deceased and sick journalists were given the financial support from the fund. Out of them 53 journalists received cheques from the Prime Minister.

Information Minister Hasanul Haq Inu said the present government has attached utmost importance to freedom of mass media and their transparency. In view of this, he said, the government has taken many epoch making steps.

He said every media has its individual responsibility to the society and people even though they are free. "The mass media should perform with professionalism and objectivity," he said.

Urging the leader of the opposition to relinquish the company of the war criminals and anti-liberation forces, Inu said, Khaleda Zia will remain as a threat for country's independence as long as she will not desert them.

Dhaka, July 27, 2013

PM pays tributes to Golam Sabur Tulu

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today paid rich tributes to Awami League lawmaker from Barguna-2 constituency Golam Sabur Tulu by placing a wreath on his coffin at the South Plaza of Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. 

After placing the wreath, the Prime stood in solemn silence for some time as a mark of respect to the memory of Tulu, who died in a tragic road crash in Bhanga upazila in Faridpur on Friday afternoon. 
Earlier, the Prime Minister consoled the bereaved family members including Tulu' s wife Sultana Nadira Begum and his three daughters.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury and Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury were also present on the occasion, among others.

Dhaka, July 27, 2013

Undemocratic takeover may shelve poll for 10 yrs: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today apprehended that election might not be held in the country even in ten years if any unconstitutional government comes to power.

"There will be no democracy or election in the country if any unconstitutional government takes over," she said at an Iftar party organized by Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ) and Dhaka Union of Journalists (DUJ) at Jatiya Press Club here.

The Prime Minister said, "The constitution has been amended to uphold the democratic process in light of the Supreme Court verdict. So we have to uphold the constitution and continue the democratic process." 

Pointing out her government steps to ensure press freedom and right to information, Sheikh Hasina urged the media to hold their pen for the truth and refrain from any practice which may destroy democracy.
Information Minister Hasanul Haq Inu, PM's Media Advisor and BFUJ President Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, BFUJ secretary general Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan and DUJ president Omar Faruk, among others, spoke on the occasion while DUJ secretary Saban Mahmud conducted the meeting.

Senior journalists ABM Musa and Habibur Rahman Milon, editor of the Independent Mahbubul Alam, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and journalist leader Monjurul Ahsan Bubul were on the dais. 

Ministers, PM's advisors, secretaries, senior government officials, attorney general, vice chancellors of different universities, leaders of different professional bodies, including Jatiya Press Club and Dhaka Reporters Unity, attended the Iftar.

The Prime Minister said, her government believes that to make democracy meaningful there must be freedom of speech and free media. "Bangabandhu incorporated the fundamental rights of the citizen in the constitution after independence and we have always upheld it," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has opened up opportunities for private television and radio channels, creating job opportunities for journalists, technicians and artistes. 

At the same time, she said, the government has enacted the Right to Information Act and Information Commission Act to ensure the people's rights to access to information.
She said import duty on newspaper import has been reduced, although the government likes to give protection to local newspaper producing industries.

The Prime Minister said the present government has scrapped the provision of issuing arrest warrant against a journalist soon after filing a case against him for a report and has introduced the provision of issuing a 'summons'.

"But, unfortunately a section of newsmen is taking advantage of the provision and misusing our good intention," she said adding, "I hope that journalists will always focus on the truth and refrain from spreading lies. "We are always careful about the security of the journalists. But where will we go for remedy in case of any distorted news published against us?" she said.

Referring to the recent arrest of a ruling party lawmaker on charge of manhandling newsmen, the Prime Minister said, journalists had no security in their profession or any arrangement for their welfare before the Awami League took over power. 

Around 500 incidents of attacks on journalists happened during BNP regime including attack in the Jatiya Press Club, injuring around 800 journalists, she said adding the present government has taken measures for trial of all incidents. 

She said the government has kept five percent quota reserved for journalists while allocating residential plots, and created a Taka one crore welfare fund for journalists.

Giving assurances of announcing the eighth wage board award soon, she said the award will be announced before Eid-ul-Fitr if the Information Ministry can finalize the process. Otherwise, the award will be declared within the shortest possible time after the Eid-ul- Fitr.

Criticizing the Leader of the Opposition for what she said spreading falsehood on recent political events, Hefajat movement and religion, the Prime Minister said, "She repeated the lies even coming to an Iftar in this press club a few days ago."

Sheikh Hasina said, "We have done all wonderful jobs for promotion of Islam and Islamic values. We have implemented the expansion of the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque."

She said BNP and Jamaat are out to disrupt normalcy in public life by enforcing hartal in the month of Ramadan whereas the government is making its all efforts to give comfort to people.

"We are trying to keep the prices of essentials under purchase capacity of the people. But, BNP and Jamaat are trying to foil our endevour, she said.

The Prime Minister said the newspapers, which have spread falsehood on changing the cover (gilab) of Ka'aba Sharif, should not go unpunished.

After, the Iftar, the Prime Minister exchanged views with editors, senior journalists and leaders of BFUJ and DUJ at VIP lounge of Jatiya Press Club. At that time, she said the government is contemplating a policy for the media and a separate wage board for electronic media.

Before taking seat on the dais, the Prime Minister moved round the tables and exchanged pleasantries with the journalists and guests.

A munajat was offered seeking continued peace and prosperity of the nation. Khatib of Baitul Mokarram National Mosque Professor Moulana Mohamamd Salauddin conducted the prayers.

Addressing the meeting, Information Minister Hasanul Haque Inu said mass-media is an indispensable part of democracy. Hence, media cannot play a neutral role as far as fight against religious bigots is concerned.

She said the present government has uprooted many thorns of military dictators with challenge. To sustain the successes, everybody should take stand for democracy and against militancy.

Inu said the government is reviewing the Newspaper Services Condition Act-1974 and considering for its restoration.

Dhaka, July 27, 2013

Birangana Roma Chowdhury extends blessings to Sheikh Hasina

Birangana (war heroine) Roma Chowdhury of Chittagong today expressed her heartfelt blessings to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina as she called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

"As you are younger to me, I extend my heartfelt blessings to you that you could complete your unfinished task," Roma Chowdhury said.

After seeing Roma Chowdhury at the meeting room of Ganobhaban, the Prime Minister became emotional and embraced her. Then Sheikh Hasina requested Roma Chowdhury to sit beside her. 

Sitting beside the Prime Minister, Roma Chowdhury narrated her experiences and various incidents of the Liberation War to the Prime Minister in emotion- choked voice. At that time tears rolled down from her eyes.

Sheikh Hasina thanked Roma Chowdhury for her writings on the great War of Liberation, saying that: "Many people do not know the true history of the Liberation War. You are performing your responsibilities by writing on many incidents of the war of independence." 

The Prime Minister said she has devoted herself to the welfare of the people by facing all challenges. "I have lost everything on the fateful night of the August 15. I have no personal desire, my only desire is to ensure welfare of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said she is trying to forget her all sorrow by 
plunging into work. "I have lost my father, mother and other family members in 1975. So I am trying to forget my sorrow by devoting myself to the welfare of the people," she said. "After my retirement, my great desire is to spent time with my grandchildren," she added.
When Roma Chowdhury enquired about other family members of Sheikh Hasina, the Prime Minister informed her about Sajib Wazed Joy, Saima Wazed Putul, Rizwan Siddique Boby, Tulip Siddique and other family members.

In this connection, she said Tulip Siddique, daughter of Sheikh Rehana, will contest the British elections on Labour Party ticket. At this stage, Roma Chowdhury wanted to know whether any risk exists. Sheikh Hasina replied that there is existence of Rajakars and the killers of Bangabandhu everywhere.

The Prime Minister requested Roma Chowdhury to visit Bangabandhu Memorial Museum and said the historic building was the center of all struggles and movements for the independence of Bangladesh. "It was that building from where Bangabandhu declared independence in 1971," she said. 

"That is why I and my younger sister handed over this historic building to the nation and formed a trust fund from where the poor and meritorious students as well as the August 21 grenade victims are being provided financial assistance," she said.

Roma Chowdhury, who authored 17 books, invited the Prime Minister to visit her home in Chittagong and presented three books to Sheikh Hasina. The books are Ekattorer Janani, Ek Hajar Ek Din Japoner Podya and Bhab Boichitre Rabindranath.

PM's Special Assistants Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap and Mahbubul Hoque Shakil, Publisher of Roma Chowdhury's books Alauddin Khokon and former BCL leaders Simanta Talukdar and Chandan Das were present on the occasion.

Dhaka, July 25, 2013

Work with attitude of sacrifice, PM urges BASA members

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the members of Bangladesh Administrative Services Association (BASA) to work with the attitude of sacrifice to build a hunger and poverty-free prosperous and peaceful Bangladesh by 2021. 

"Your main task is to bring smiles on the faces of the common people and reach the government services to the doorsteps of the people speedily and with highest efficiency," she said.

While addressing an iftar party and annual dinner of the BASA at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, she also sought cooperation of the BASA members to implement the economic uplift programmes taken by the present government.

She said the officials of the new generation of the administration will have to be more attentive in serving the people by upholding the glorious history and tradition of the country's Liberation War.

"You will have to work with utmost sincerity as the implementation of the decisions of the government depends on the performance and efficiency of the field-level officers of the administration," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the country achieved its hard-earned independence and restored democracy crossing many hurdles from the colonial rule to autocratic regime in different forms including military government, quasi-military government and army-backed caretaker government.

Putting emphasis on the continuation of democratic trend, the Prime Minister said her government wants to develop the country through establishing democracy on a solid footing. 

In this regard, she mentioned that her government has been advancing the country with specific work plan as its aim is to ensure sustainable development.

"We are striving hard to build Bangladesh a middle income country by 2021 and we have already achieved significant progress to this end," she said.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's impressive successes in various sectors including agriculture, education, health, communication, power, economy and other infrastructures. 

The Prime Minister said the people could not see the desired development as the undemocratic government ruled most of the times after the independence.

After assuming office this time, she said, her government has implemented various programmes to advance the country towards prosperity and development.

In this regard, she said electricity generation has been increased to 6,675 MW from 3,200 MW of 2009, while gas and water crises have been mitigated to a great extent.

She also elaborated her government's achievements in attaining socioeconomic development of the country through alleviating poverty and ensuring self- sufficiency in food production. 

With BASA President Abu Alam Md Shahid Khan in the chair, the function was also addressed, among others, by PM's Advisor on Public Administration HT Imam, Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan and BASA General Secretary AN Shamsuddin Azad Chowdhury. 

Later, the Prime Minister joined the iftar and dinner hosted by the BASA.

A special munajat was offered before the Iftar seeking continued peace, progress and prosperity of the nation. 

Prayers were also offered seeking eternal peace of the departed souls of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and other martyrs of the August 15 carnage and the Liberation War heroes.
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