January 19, 2013

Present education policy to steer the nation towards progress: PM

TUNGIPARA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her firm confidence that the policy and measures undertaken by the present government for development of education sector would steer the nation towards progress.

"The measures taken for imparting qualitative education to students, expansion of science-based education and supporting the talents would bring qualitative changes in the society as well as take the society towards a new height in knowledge, science and technology," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a function on the occasion of according reception and distribution of scholarship among the GPA-5 obtained students of SSC, HSC and equivalent exams of the district in the year 2012.

Gopalganj Samity Dhaka organised the function at Bangabandhu Mazar Complex here.

Awami League Presidium member Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, MP, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan, PM's advisor Dr Syed Modasser Ali addressed, among others, on the occasion while Shailendra Nath Majumder secretary of the Samity gave welcome address.

Chowdhury Sajid Alam of Government Bangabandhu College of Gopalganj and Fatematuz Zohara of Govt. Binapani High School spoke on behalf of the GPA-5 achievers.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhit, Home Minister Dr MK Alamgir, State Ministers Munnujan Sufian, Shamsul Haque Tuku, Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury were present, among others, while president of the Samity Sheikh Kabir Hossain was in the chair.

The Prime Minister said her government is working on the path showed by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to put in place a modern education system befitting to an independent nation.

"Bangabandhu in his stride to rebuilding the country after independence had givenpriority to primary education," she said, adding Bangabandhu nationalised the whole primary education to build an illiteracy-free nation.

The Prime Minister said her government would have nationalised the whole education system had the country's economy strong enough to support.

She said the present government has introduced a modern, scientific and progressive education policy suitable for present time. Primary and junior school examination systems were introduced apart from making the education components including textbooks available to students.

It is helping creating interest in education among students inclining them to go to schools, she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has eliminated gender disparity from education sector. Stipends are being provided to 40 percent students up to secondary level out of which 30 percent is female.

"Opportunities have been created for autistic and physically- challenged children to have uniformed education ensuring their admission quota in the educational institutions," she added.

She said a Prime Minister Education Assistant Trust Fund has been created under public-private partnership with an allocation of Taka 1,000 crore as seed money.

Sheikh Hasina said the textbooks of the schools were corrected with the real history of the War of Liberation to allow the future generation to have idea about valor of the nation, country's history, culture and heritage.

The Prime Minister said second shifts were introduced in 83 government secondary schools at district level considering the increasing number of students, and about 2000 teachers were appointed in those schools to give lessons.

She said a total of 1,624 non-government educational institutions were brought under monthly payment order (MPO). "To eliminate disparity of education between rural and urban levels, modern model schools and computer and science labs were set up in 306 upazilas where there is no government school", she said.

She said to expand higher education across the country, the government has taken initiative to establish universities in different parts of the country.

Sheikh Hasina said a country cannot prosper without an educated nation. "The brilliant faces I see in front of me, will be our future golden citizens," she said, adding, "You will take the nation ahead and establish Bangladesh to a dignified position."

Pointing out the introduction of online registration system in the education boards and educational institutions, the Prime Minister said it has helped to save both time and money.

She said the results of the SSC and HSC are being published within 60 days instead of 90 days. Multimedia classrooms were set up in 20,500 educational institutions.

Congratulating the recipients of the reception and scholarship, Sheikh Hasina hoped that they would be able to show their talent in future too.
The government is spending a huge amount of public money for education, she said adding "You have to acquire perfect education and after completion of the study you have to stand beside those people who are providing the resources for your education."

The Prime Minister gave certificate of appreciation, medal, books including a copy of the autobiography of Bangabandhu and cash amount to 11 meritorious students out of a total 566 students who were given reception and scholarship for their academic feat.
Later, Sheikh Hasina opened the Tungipara Branch of Standard Bank Ltd. Earlier, the Prime Minister paid tributes to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by placing wreaths at his mazar here this morning.

After laying the wreaths, she stood in solemn silence for sometime as a mark of respect to the memory of the great leader.

She also offered Fateha at the mazar praying for eternal peace of Bangabandhu, the architect of independence.
PM opens academic building of Bangabandhu Science & Technology University.
January 19, 2013

GOPALGANJ: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated the academic building and academic activities for the 2012-13 session of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Science and Technology University here, hoping that it would open up the door of higher education for the people of the region.

The Prime Minister said her previous government in 1996 had laid the foundation stones of 12 science and technology universities at different places across the country to expand the higher education in the country.

But after coming to power, the BNP-Jamaat alliance government stopped the construction work of the universities including Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Science and Technology University due to political vengeance, she lamented.

She questioned as to why the BNP-Jamaat government showed this step-motherly attitude with education.

Sheikh Hasina said her government is setting up area-based educational institutions considering their utility and necessity.

The Prime Minister called upon all concerned of the university to work with utmost sincerity so that the university, which has been established at the holy birthplace of Bangabandhu, could bring international laurel for the country.

Later, she handed over the keys of transports of the university to its authorities.
After taking office in 2009, the Awami League government resumed the work of the university, and its academic activities began from the year 2011-2012 with 160 students in six departments, officials said.

In the academic year 2012-2013, they said, a total of 520 students took admission in 11 departments.
Awami League presidium member Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, chairman of Bangladesh University Grants Commission (UGC) Prof. A K Azad Chowdhury, Dean of Social Science Faculty Prof. Dilip Kumar Nath spoke, among others, on the occasion.
Vice chancellor of the university Prof. M Khairul Alam Khan presided over the function, while Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan and PM's advisor Dr. Syed Modasser Ali were present.

Later the Prime Minister inaugurated the regional office of the Bangladesh House Building Finance Corporation and regional passport office.

Earlier, she laid the foundation stone of the Jatiya Mohila Sangstha Complex building in Gopalganj.
Remain alert about recurrence of suicidal incident like BDR carnage: PM

January 20, 2013

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon all to remain alert so that suicidal incident like the February 25-26 BDR carnage in 2009 does not reoccur in future.

"The suicidal event not only claimed the so many lives on Feb 25-26 at Peelkhana BDR headquarters, the image of the Bangladesh Rifles had also become questionable before the people. Because such incident and bloodshed are not expected to anybody," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a Darbar arranged on the occasion of raising flags of eight newly- formed regions and units of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) at Peelkhana here this morning.

Sheikh Hasina said the people of Bangladesh are tied to the bondage of relationship and friendship. "We are friends of all in their weal and woe and we share happiness and pain to each other. So I urge all so that such suicidal event does not reoccur in future," she said.
 
The Prime Minister said any problem could be solved through discussion. "But for this, time and environment are needed. So I would like to tell all forces to give attention to this matter," she said.

She said this tragic incident that happened immediately after taking office by the present government had pushed the country towards a tough situation like a possible civil war.
 
"The steps we had taken to tackle the situation peacefully were acclaimed by the all quarters. Immediately after the incident, the matter I had to consider was to avoid possible bloodshed and save this traditional force. And the cooperation you had extended is praiseworthy," she said.

The Prime Minister said there is no scope for staging such activities in a disciplined force. "So the government has taken lawful action against the members who were only involved in the mutiny," she said.

She said the trial of 6,041 BDR mutineers of 57 units was completed smoothly and without any influence. Of them, she said, 5,926 were sentenced to different jail terms.

The Prime Minister said the trial of 850 accused for their various criminal offences including murders is going on in completely neutral manner under the country's existing law. "The trial would be finished speedily Insha Allah," she said. 

She said the government has brought necessary amendment to the Bangladesh Rifles Order, 1972 to complete the trial quickly.

The Prime Minister prayed for eternal peace of the departed souls of those BDR officers and members including director general who were killed on February 25-26 BDR mutiny and conveyed sympathy to the bereaved family members.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken measures for expansion and modernisation of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) to make it more effective to safeguard border.

"We have already approved the new organogram of the force and taken steps to raise manpower including setting up four regions, four sectors, 11 battalions and region intelligence bureau," she said, adding it would help expedite the promotion of the BGB members and make easy to perform their duty.

Stressing the need for better training and maintaining discipline for raising professional efficiency, Sheikh Hasina asked the BGB members to remain alert so that discipline is not obstructed in any way. 
"Our government has taken necessary measures to ensure quality training for the BGB members," she said.

She said formation of four new regions as well as border security bureau, ICT battalion, 48 border guard battalion and raising the flag of the 49 battalion are the epoch-making steps of the present government.

"You are the proud members of a big and traditional force. In continuation of various changes in the last 218 years from its establishment, this force has now been turned into a well-organised, disciplined and important force of the country," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said after assuming office, the present government has taken a number of steps for development of the force. The measures, she said, include enhancing family ration to 100 percent from 60 percent, giving allowance to non-fighter members and four motorcycles to every border outpost (BOP) and arrangement for safe drinking water in 180 BOPs.

Besides, she said, solar panels have been set up in 165 BOPs, while solar panels would be installed in 168 more BOPs in the current year.

Sheikh Hasina said in the BGB Act, 2012, the Border Guard Bangladesh has been described as a paramilitary force. Under the act, she said, a scope for appointing assistant directors and deputy directors from the junior officers has been created.

The Prime Minister said the government has taken a plan to construct 935 kilometer road in the border areas. "We would complete the construction work of road in the entire frontier area in phases," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said a 50-bed modern hospital has been built at Satkania in Chittagong so that all BGB members can get healthcare services easily, while the construction work of the three more hospitals in Khagrachhari, Chuadanga and Thakurgaon is near completion.

The Prime Minister said the work of the first floating BOP in the BGB has been completed to perform duty in the remote and waterlogged Sundarbans. The BOP would be launched within next month, she said, adding arrangements are being made to set up more floating BOPs.

Sheikh Hasina said training management has been rearranged in a complete newer look. Nearly 10,000 new members have already been recruited after the formation of the BGB and the recruiting process is continuing.

"I have given necessary order to speed up the activities related to the pension, time scale and salary uniformity of the BGB members," she said.

The Prime Minister said the BGB members played a laudable role in checking Rohingya intrusion on the Myanmar border. "For this I extend my sincere thanks to you on behalf of the government," she said.

Later, Sheikh Hasina adorned 10 subedar majors with rank badges of assistant directors.

Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku and BGB Director General Major General Aziz Ahmed were present at the dais. Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruq Khan, PM's Defence Adviser Maj Gen(retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddique and chiefs of the three services, principal secretary to the prime minister, home secretary and high civil and military officials were also present.

Earlier, the Prime Minister hoisted the flags of four newly formed regions and four units.
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New journey for people begins with maiden war crimes verdict: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed gratitude to the people for the maiden verdict of the war crimes trial, saying that through the judgment, a new journey for the people of the country has begun.

"Before the last general elections, we had given words to the people to hold the trial of the 1971 culprits who unleashed massacre, violated our mothers and sisters and torched millions of houses across the country during the War of Liberation. Through today's maiden verdict of the war crimes trial, we have kept our words and promise," she said.
The Prime Minister said this while presiding over the maiden meeting of the newly-elected Awami League Central Working Committee (ALCWC) at her official Ganobhaban residence here this evening.

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said through this verdict a long wait of the people has ended. "Besides, the country was freed from the 41-year-long stigma, she said, adding: "Earlier we freed the country from another stigma by executing the verdict of the Bangabandhu murder case."

The Prime Minister said it has been possible due to the huge mandate the people had given to the Mohajote government in the last general elections. "For this I extend my heartiest congratulation to the people," she said.

She said: "We seek cooperation and blessings of the countrymen so that we could erase the stigma for ever by completing the trial of all war criminals."

Sheikh Hasina said the trial of the 1971 culprits would continue. "Whenever the war criminals would be found their trial would continue on this soil and none could stop it," she said.

The Prime Minister said "The country's socio-economic development won't be possible if we could not awaken the people with spirit of the War of Liberation."

She said the country witnessed the power of the anti- liberation forces for 21 years after the assassination of Bangabandhu. "They foiled the whole spirit of the Liberation War by rehabilitating the war criminals in politics," she said.
She urged the people to remain alert so that the black chapter and curse do not return to the country again. "Through completing the trial of the war criminals the nation would get back its lost glory," she hoped.

Sheikh Hasina said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had initiated the trial of war criminals by promulgating an ordinance in 1972. And its continuation, 11,000 identified razakars were detained at that time, she said.

But after the assassination of Bangabandhu, General Ziaur Rahman stopped the trial and released the war criminals through marshal law ordinance. "Zia not only halted the trial of the 1971 culprits, he also rehabilitated them politically by making them ministers, MPs and returning their citizenship," she said

Sheikh Hasina expressed her firm belief that Bangladesh would be placed as a dignified nation on the world stage by 2021 through massive socioeconomic uplift.

Deputy Leader of the House and AL Presidium Member Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Obaidul Quader, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Mohammad Nasim, Nuh-ul-Alam Lenin and Staish Chandra Roy, AL Joint Secretaries Mahbubul Alam Hanif and Dr Dipu Moni, Organizing Secretaries AFM Bahauddin Nasim, Bir Bahadur, BM Mozammel and Misbahuddin Siraj and Information and Research Secretary Advocate Afzal Hussain were present on the occasion.

Earlier, ALCWC Member and former chief whip Abul Hasnat Abdullah thanked the Prime Minister on behalf of the committee for maiden verdict of the war crimes trial.
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Police working with full neutrality, dutifulness: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today lauded professionalism of members of Bangladesh Police saying they are discharging duties with full neutrality and dutifulness to maintain law and order, contain terrorism and protect public life and property.

"The country is now free from militancy and Bangla Bhai-like terrorists allowing the people to live in peace, and it was possible due to sincere services of the police force," she said.

Inaugurating the Police Week-2013 at Rajarbag Police Line here today, she said, the people regained their confidence in the police.

The PM commended the role of police in holding national and local elections, investigation into different sensational cases including Bangbandhu murder case and BDR mutiny case and maintaining law and order.

"Our government has completed its four years in office. During this period we have carried out huge development work, where the police force has an immense role," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has adopted a three- year strategic plan from 2012 for the police. Under the plan, she said, the industrial police has been constituted and two more security and protection battalions will start functioning very soon.

The processes for formation of the tourists police, campus police and marine police are nearing completion, she said adding a separate armed police battalion is being constituted for security of the airports.

Sheikh Hasina said the process for formation of the National Police Bureau of Counter Terrorism Unit would begin soon and allocation was given to constitute Police Bureau of Investigation. Five grade-1 posts would be created for the police, she added.

Home Minister MK Alamgir, State Minister for Home Shamsul Haque Tuku, Inspector General of Police Hasan Mahmud Khandkar and Additional IGP (admin) Shahidul Hoq were present, among others, on the occasion. Ministers, state ministers, senior government officials attended the function.

Marking the inauguration of the Police Week-2013, an attractive parade of members of different units of the police was held.

The Prime Minister reviewed the parade and took salute.
Sheikh Hasina said her party does not believe in using police as a political weapon. "Police will act to protect the public safety according to the law. The duty of the police is to bring the law breakers to book, whatever powerful they are," she candidly said.

The Prime Minister laid importance on more use of information technology in Bangladesh Police force to identify the terrorists and collecting information about them.

She said the government is always ready to provide all technological support to the police force to enhance their capacity to prevent hi-tech crimes, collect depositions and preserve evidences.

To check transnational crimes at regional and international levels, our police have to work jointly with members of the law enforcing agencies of other countries, she said.

The Prime Minister said the ratio of the police is not sufficient in the country comparing to the country's population. So, the present government has created 32,000 new posts for the police including 733 cadre posts.

Congratulating the members of the police force on the eve of police week, she said, she firmly believes that the police will render their services more dedicatedly to reach the policing service to the doorsteps of the people.

"The country is ours. Let's work together to build a prosperous angladesh for future generation and ensure a respectable position for the country in the world community," she said.

Sheikh Hasina congratulated the recipients of 'Bangladesh Police Padak' and 'Rastrapati Police Padak' saying this medals would certainly inspire them to work better in future.

Recalling the valor and sacrifice of the members of Bangladesh Police force in the War of Liberation, she said, Our first resistance against the Pak forces in 1971 was forged from Rajarbag Police Line.

Members of the police force being inspired with the call of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman built the resistance. For their outstanding contribution to the War of Liberation, the present government conferred the 'Swadhinata Award 2011" on Bangladesh Police, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government is working relentlessly for making police as a people-friendly and modern force in the path illustrated by the Father of the Nation.

In 1996, she said, the Awami League government enhanced the budget of Bangladesh Police to Taka 800 crore from Taka 600 crore along with introduction of risk allowance and ration, formation of welfare fund and construction of police stations, barracks and hospitals.

The rank badge status of the IGP, introduced by Bangabandhu, was restored after 28 years, she said adding the status of the posts of sub inspectors/sergeants were promoted to class-I from class-II.

"As your position has been elevated, you should be more careful to provide better service to the people," she told the police officers hoping that they would work with utmost sincerity, devotion, honesty and the spirit of patriotism.

The Prime Minister adorned the badge of Police Padak- 2013 to 67 officials and constables for their outstanding contribution to providing services to the people and demonstrating their professional excellence.

Out of them, nine were awarded Bangladesh Police Padak and 58 President Police Padak.
January 23, 2013

Separate division for police force: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the government has decided to set up a separate division for the police force to coordinate its activities more efficiently.

"I think there is a need for a separate division for the police force. It is logical and our under active consideration. But time would be needed to form it," she said while addressing the senior police officials at her office on the occasion of the Police Week 2013.

The PM asked the authorities concerned to incorporate the issue in the next budget as she said that it would help execute the decision by next year.

Mentioning that the role of police force in the country's overall development is endless, Sheikh Hasina expressed satisfaction over the performance of the police in containing terrorism and militancy. 

Despite many limitations, she said, the police has achieved tremendous successes in maintaining law and order, particularly curbing terrorism and militancy.

She called upon the police officials to earn the trust and confidence of the people by ensuring their secured life with utmost professionalism, sincerity and efficiency.

Sheikh Hasina said nature and strategies of crimes are changing with the development of technology and communication system. "The number of people involved in crimes is not higher, but their nature of works is like that it could destroy the peace of majority people of the society." She said.

She said Jamat-Shibir elements with the patronization BNP have created an anarchic situation across the country to save war criminals.

"They made barbaric attacks on police force, but they could not halt the trial which is the demand of the mass people. The verdict of the trial must be executed," she said.

The Prime Minister asked the police officials to keeep vigil that human rights of the common people are not disrupted. "You will have to keep in mind that the image of the government could not be damaged due to your little unconsciousness."

She hoped that police officials will come forward to serve the country and people being imbued with the motto of dedication and service.

The Prime Minister said the present government is committed to building a happy, prosperous and safe Bangladesh. "In the last four years, we did not entertain terrorism and militancy, " she added.

Sheikh Hasina said the neutral and responsible role of the police force in maintaining law and order as well as protecting human rights and holding national and local elections and investigating important murder cases has been acclaimed. "For this, I extend my congratulations to all members of the police force," she said.

Listing various measures for the development of the police force, the Prime Minister said the present government has reintroduced IGP Rank Badge given by Bangabandhu after 28 years. The government has decided to create two grade-1 posts for the police, she said.

She said her government has created 27,516 new posts including 500 cadre posts in the last four years. The government also upgraded the posts of sub inspectors and sergeants to Class- 2 and the posts of inspectors to Class-1 non-cadre post.

Sheikh Hasina said the government adopted a three year strategic plan (2012 to 2014) for the Police Force. "We have also implemented massive uplift programmes for expansion of police services including infrastructure development and supply of vehicles."

The Prime Minister said her government is giving priority to merit, efficiency and professional knowledge in giving promotion and posting. "We have given special importance to training and have been working tirelessly to turn the police force a modern, dynamic, timebefitting and public-oriented service," she said.

Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Senior Secretary of Home Ministry CQK Mustaq Ahmed, Inspector General of Police Hasan Mahmood Khandakar and Additional Inspector General of Police (Admin) Shahidul Haque also spoke on the occasion.

State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku and Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman were also present at the dais.

January 23, 2013

Govt will surely start Padma Bridge work: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today assured the countrymen that her government would definitely start the work of the much-awaited Padma Bridge.

"We can assure you that we would surely build the Padma Bridge Insha Allah. One-year time has already been lost with regard to Padma Bridge, but we would see how we could overcome the time," she told a press conference at her office here.

She said there is an alternative arrangement for the bridge. "We would opt for the alternative arrangement if World Bank fails to give its decision by this month on whether it would fund the mega project," she said.

The Prime Minister said land acquisition, rehabilitation of the affected people and construction work of the approach road of the bridge have been completed. She thanked the people for their unprecedented support to the government about its stance on the bridge.She said the government would start the work of the Padma Bridge if World Bank does not give its final decision by this month. "The Bangalees always move forward not backward," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government wanted to build Padma Bridge as a unique establishment. We wanted to build Padma Bridge as a double-decker overpass where trains will be run on the upper deck and vehicles through the lower deck, she added.

In this connection, she mentioned the attractive and beautiful Hatirjheel project in the capital.

She said a vested quarter is hatching conspiracy against the construction of the bridge in various ways from the beginning.She said some newspapers have published the World Bank report violating the agreement between the global lender and the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC).

"How some particular newspapers can publish World Bank letters before those reaching ACC? Was there any conspiracy?" she questioned.

She also mentioned that the notion of finding the smell of "conspiracy" is another conspiracy.

January 23, 2013

PM rules out shift in foreign policy

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today ruled out shifting her government's foreign policy as she said Bangladesh remains in its own realm.

"We do not stay in the domain of any alliance, we the people of Bangladesh always stay in our own area. Our foreign policy is clear---'friendship to all, malice to none' adopted by Bangabandhu. So, I cannot understand why the question of policy shifting has arisen," the Prime Minister said while addressing a crowded press conference on her recent Russia visit at her office.

Her comments came as Bangladesh signed deals with Russia to purchase arms worth about one billion dollars and set up a nuclear power plant in northern Bangladesh.

Mentioning that Russia is a tested friend of Bangladesh, she said: "We have good friendship with those countries which supported us in our Liberation War."

Besides, she said, Bangladesh is maintaining good relationswith other countries and importing arms from those countries to strengthen our armed forces and achieve forces goal.

"Recently we purchased 44 tanks and a number of training planes, missiles from China and we also bought military equipment from the USA and UK," she said.

She said Bangladesh would procure military equipment from those countries which would sell those on easy term. "I cannot understand the logic of so much discussions about my Russia visit," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh has agreed to take the bilateral socioeconomic, political and cultural relations with Russia to a new dimension keeping the interest of the country intact.

"Dhaka and Moscow agreed to constitute Bangladesh-Russian Joint Commission, which will identify various aspects of cooperation and coordinate their implementation," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said during her Moscow tour, Bangladesh laid emphasis on expanding trade and investment relations with Russia.

"Russian President Valdimir Putin also expressed the hope that the existing bilateral trade of 700 million US dollars will reach one billion dollars soon," she added.

She said during the visit, three agreements and six memorandums of understanding including two deals on setting up of nuclear power plant in Bangladesh were signed.

The Prime Minister said the proposed nuclear power plant will be constructed ensuring all necessary safety measures and through this power plant nation's longstanding dreams of generating nuclear power will be materialized.

She mentioned that Russian government has agreed to provide one billon US dollar state credit for procuring defense materials.

Sheikh Hasina said a forces goal of 2030 has been formulated in line with the 1974 defense policy of the Bangabandhu government.

Under the goal, she said, her government procured defense materials from different countries including Russia, China, Britain and Germany for modernizing armed forces of the country.

Responding to a question on purchase of huge defense materials from Russia, the Prime Minister said, the area of the country has now been almost doubled as the country won the maritime boundary case against Myanmar.

"So the issue of ensuring the security of the huge exclusive economic zone was taken into consideration before signing the deal," she said.
Besides, as a leading peacekeepers contributing nation,Bangladesh needs to train up its forces for the UN peacekeeping missions.

She said Russian Minister for Communication and Mass Media Nikoly Nikiforov, Chairperson of Federal Council Valentina I Matvienko and Director General of Rossatom Sergei Kirienko called on her during the tour.

The Prime Minister said the Communications and Mass Media Minister showed keen interest to invest further in Bangladesh to expand high speed internet service in the rural area.

She said chairperson of Federal Council Valentina I Matvienko laid emphasis on boosting communications between the MPs of both the countries including exchange of visits.

The Russian side also showed special interest to make a documentary on the activities of Bangladesh, Russia and India during the period of great liberation war of 1971.

Sheikh Hasina said from President Putin to common people in Russia recalled Bangabandhu with high respects and they said they see Bangladesh through the picture of Father of the Nation and termed the relations between the two countries historic and natural.

About the holding of next general elections, the Prime Minister said it would be held as per the constitutional process and the way other nations having parliamentary democracy follow.

In this context, she mentioned the holding of 5,509 elections in a free, fair and neutral manner without any interference of the government and no allegation was raised from any corner.

Sheikh Hasina sought support and cooperation of the countrymen saying the objective of her politics is to ensure welfare of the people and their economic emancipation.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Momi and State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafes Osman were present.

Besides, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad, editors, chief executive officers and senior journalists of different newspapers, news agencies, TV and radio stations were also present.
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Navy to get submarine with base facilities: PM

KHULNA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said submarine with base facilities would be added to the Bangladesh Navy to build it as 'deterrent force'.

"We would build a modern three-dimensional Navy for the future generation Insha Allah which would be capable of facing any challenge during the war in our maritime boundary," she said while addressing the commissioning function of 'BNS Padma', the first country-made warship at Naval base Titumir here.

Sheikh Hasina said a frigate and a large patrol boat have joined the UN Mission in Lebanon for the first time under the auspices of the present government as part of establishing peace in the international arena.

"I am hopeful that we would be able to make special contribution to global maritime security," she said.

Extending sincere thanks to every member of Navy for the active role of the force for the nation-building activities, the Prime Minister hoped that they would uphold the dignity of Bangladesh Navy on the world stage through work efficiency and maintaining discipline and chain of command.
On her arrival at the naval base, the Prime Minister was received by Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Zahir Uddin Ahmed and Commodre, Commanding Khulna, Commodre MA Razib.

Later, a smartly-turned out contingent of Bangladesh Navy gave a guard of honour to the Prime Minister. She inspected the guard and took salute.

At the commissioning function, Sheikh Hasina handed over the 'Commissioning Warrant' to commander of the ship Lt Commander Shafiul Azam. She also visited the ship.

The newly-built BNS Padma is 50 metre long and 7.5 metre wide. The ship is capable of running at 44 kilometre per hour. Four 37 millimetre and two 20mm cannons have been added to the ship to resist land and air attacks.

Besides, the ship is capable of setting up mines in the sea and rivers effectively to check intrusion of the enemies.

During the peace time, the ship would be engaged in security patrolling activities in southwestern coastal Sundarbans and concerned maritime areas under the Khulna Navy command.

Cabinet members, lawmakers, diplomats and high civil and military officials were also present on the occasion.

After assuming office by the present government in 2009, an agreement for purchasing and constructing 11 warships was signed to establish Bangladesh Navy as more efficient force.

As part of it, the Prime Minister set up structures of five warships at Khulna Shipyard run by Bangladesh Navy on March 5 last year. Of them, one ship, BNS Padma, was added to the Navy fleet today after commissioning.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called upon all concerned to remain alert to keep continue the efforts of making time befitting a technology-based costly force like Navy through our limited resources.

"We need Navy to protect our resources and face cyclones. We don't want war with anybody. But we should have power for self-defence," she said excerpting a remarks of the Father of the Nation.

Navy will have to be ready for facing any aggression in Bangladesh's maritime boundary in the interest of the nation, she said.

"Our government is committed to building a well- equipped Navy in future to protect resources including checking arms trafficking and smuggling as well as to keep open the sea routes," she said.

She said a new economic and military force is being flourished centering the Bay of Bengal. The movement of commercial ships is continuing to increase in India, Myanmar and China side by side with Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister said foreign trade would increase to a great extent through setting up the planned deep seaport in Sondia. For this, the government has already made open Chittagong and Mongla ports for the neighbouring countries to raise cooperation in political, economic and diplomatic arenas. And for this, a strong Navy is essential for security in the sea.

After assuming office in 2009, we have already taken short and long-term plans to build the Navy as an effective force by overcoming the seven-year stalemate. It would be implemented by 2020, she said.

Under the short-term plan, she said, two helicopters and missiles have been purchased to make BNS Bangabandhu fully operational, while the construction work of a large patrol craft with two modern has already been completed in China.

Sheikh Hasina said the work on building a fleet tanker in the country is near completion. Five patrol craft are being constructed in the Khulna Shipyard, and one of which was added to the Navy today.

The Prime Minister said three ships were purchased in the last fiscal year. Besides, she said, some missile boats and ships have been modernised by adding ship-destroying new missiles.

She said special force SWADS has been formed to face terrorism in the country's maritime boundary. Besides, two maritime patrol aircraft would join our Navy fleet by April this year and the construction of two modern 'corvets' is going on in China.

The Prime Minister said various steps have been taken for own air base of the Navy, ship berthing and training school and accommodation of housing for the sailors and officers in the harbour. "These would be implemented by this year Insha Allah," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said during her visit to China, she requested the Chinese government to give two frigates to Bangladesh. "It is expected that the two frigates would join the Navy fleet by the middle of this year," she said.

January 24, 2013

No support for patrons of terrors in next poll: PM

KHULNA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the people would never allow the unholy alliance to come to power for whom Bangladesh was labeled as a terrorist country in the past.

The patrons of terrors are out to grab power again when Bangladesh is progressing fast in the areas of economy, democratic practice and social peace, she said.

She urged the countrymen to extend support to Awami League in the next election to thwart the plot of the BNP-Jamaat alliance, sustain the pace of development and social peace and move forward the country towards prosperity.

Addressing a huge public meeting at Khulna Circuit House ground here this afternoon, Sheikh Hasina urged the people of southwestern part of the country to give vote for the candidates of Awami League in every seat in the next general election to give the party another chance to serve them.

"Khulna was a death trap during the period of BNP-Jamaat regime as they gave indulgence to terrorists. They ruined the economy of the area through closing down all mills and factories," she said.

The present government has restored peace in public life and taken massive development works for the industrial belt, she said listing the development projects taken by the incumbent government for the area.

Jute and Textile Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Communications Minister Obaidul Qader, Health Minister Dr Ruhal Haq, AL presidium member Mohammad Nasim, state minister for labour and employment Begum Munnuzan Sufiyan, joint secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Women Affairs Secretary of Awami League Fazilatunnesa Indira and Sheikh Helal, MP, addressed, among others, the meeting with mayor of Khulna and president of Khulna City Awami League Talukder Abdul Khaleque in the chair.
The Prime Minister said Bangladesh is progressing. In the world comity, the country has earned a dignified position. But BNP identified Bangladesh as a land of terrorists and corruption. 

Sons of the BNP leader siphoned off their illegally earned money abroad. It's a shame for the nation that FBI agents have submitted all details about it to the Bangladesh courts, she said. 

Referring to the recovery of a portion of smuggled money from Singapore bank, she said all money transferred abroad illegally would be brought to book. 

Sheikh Hasina said people of the country want peace, they want development. "Tocontinue the development we want your support and cooperation," she said adding country's all achievements would go in vein if terrorism gains ground in the country again.

She said the present government has introduced allowances to provide financial support to different groups of people including widows, destitute women, freedom fighters, lactating mothers along with stipend and free text books for students up to secondary level. 

She said the youths are also providing collateral free credit facilities to create their own employment apart from taking steps for creating huge employment opportunity in public sector. In the last four years, around 78 lakh youths could find job in different sectors including four lakh in public office, she said.

The Prime Minister said soft loans are being provided to farmers making their easyaccess to banking facilities and subsidies for agricultural components. Steps were taken to raise wages of working class people and bring dynamism in the rural economy, she said.

She said around 20 lakh people have gone abroad with job in the last four years while action was taken to reign in the attitude of the recruiting agencies to make money in the name of manpower export.

In this regard she mentioned the G2G arrangement to send people to Malaysia spending only Taka 40,000 saying the government is relentlessly trying to ensure welfare of the people of all groups giving them financial support.

The Prime Minister said, the Awami League has constructed 15,000 community clinics to provide medical service to people. BNP stopped the construction of the clinics out of their political vengeance as "they did in case of many other projects we had taken for public welfare," she said.

She said steps were taken to reach the healthcare facilities to the doorstep of the people through construction of specialized hospitals at all divisions and improving services in the district level hospitals. 
In her speech, the Prime Minister highlighted her government's success in power generation, increasing foreign reserve, export growth and other indicators.

The present government added 6,500 MW power to the national grid in only four years, she said adding the government is going ahead in a planned manner to address the power shortage, she said.

Pointing out her government's relentless stride to improve the quality of education in the country and introduce a science, technology and knowledge based education system, she urged the students to maintain peace in campuses to groom them up as worthy citizens of the country and future leaders of the nation.

Terming the victory over maritime boundary as the greatest success of her government, the Prime Minister said the government policy has also helped in achieving food autarky in the country. It's a great progress to build a hunger and poverty free Bangladesh, she said.


She said the trial of the war criminals has been initiated aiming at establishing the ideology for which Bangladesh was born in 1971. The post 1975 government deviated the country from the ideology, she said.
"By taking initiative for trial of the war criminals we have taken care of our commitment to the nation given ahead of the last general election," she said.

During her daylong visit, the Prime Minister inaugurated the resumption of the operation of Dowlatpur Jute Mills and new academic building, 600-seat Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Hall, Student Welfare Center of Khulna Engineering and Technology University.
 
She also inaugurated the Shaheed Sheikh Abu Naser Cricket Stadium, Shaheed Janani Jahanara Imam female dormitory at Khulna Medical College, Khulna Divisional Female Sports Complex Hostel and Liberation War memorial 'Adamya Bangla' at Khulna University.
 
She laid the foundation stone of Khulna WASA Bhaban, a female dormitory of Khulna University, and new building of Khulna Shishu Hospital.

January 26, 2013

Apply merit, idea and creativity: PM urges engineers

CHITTAGONG: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged engineers to apply their merit, idea and creativity in profession and concentrate on invention of low-cost and energy-efficient technology for development.

She said the engineers will have to keep in mind that the country has scarcity of resources. So, they have to put in their endeavours for invention of alternative energy, energy-efficient machinery and cost-effective house-building technology.

Inaugurating the 54th convention of Institution of Engineers Bangladesh (IEB) here, the Prime Minister said the engineers will perform their duties employing merit, idea and creativity to fulfill the aspirations of the people. The government will always stand by them, she said.

The seven-day convention is being held in the port city with the theme "Utilization of natural resources for sustainable development".

The Prime Minister said technology makes public life easy. So, you have to give emphasis on expansion of technology side by side with inventing new ones, she said.

IEB President and Chairman of Rajuk Engineer Nurul Huda, chairman of convention preparatory committee Mohammad Harun and IEB general secretary Abdus Sabur spoke at the function held on the Chittagong IEB building premises.

Sheikh Hasina said the backwardness in science and technology is one of the main reasons for the country's underdevelopment. But, Bangladesh's engineering education is world standard and the engineers graduated from our country are showing their excellence abroad, she said.

"So, the engineers have to take lead for right application of science and technology in the country. The country would not lag behind in technology if our engineers work together for national progress with the patriotic spirit like 1971," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government wants to build a hunger, poverty, and terrorism and corruption-free Bangladesh by 2021. Bangladesh would be a modern, democratic and prosperous country and advance in science and knowledge during the period, she hoped.

"The engineers and technologists would be the forerunner in our journey towards prosperity, and it would not be possible to build a "Digital Bangladesh" without active participation of engineers in development works," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said a big chunk of the development cost of the country is spent for river protection. River erosion devours thousands of acres of land every year in Bangladesh rendering millions homeless, she said, calling on the engineers to carryout research to find a durable solution to river erosion. The Prime Minister said the engineers are the real builders of country's roads, bridges, schools, colleges, mills and factories and different installations. "They are the main workforce for exploration of energy, producing power and its distribution. So, it's their responsibility to maintain quality of these works," she said.

In this regard, she mentioned the recent girder collapse at Bahaddarhat in Chittagong asking the engineers to remain alert to avert any such mishap in future. She also recalled the people who died in the accident.

Paying her rich tributes to some of the celebrated engineering professionals of the country like M A Jabbar, M A Rashid, FR Khan, and Zahirul Islam, Sheikh Hasina said they have applied their merit, capacity and creativity for bringing the engineering profession and education of the country at the present stage.

Pointing to her government's support for development of the IEB, Sheikh Hasina said the Awami League government allocated 10 bighas land for IEB in Dhaka. For construction of the IEB building, the government has also donated Taka 28 crore, she said.

The Prime Minister said 72 bighas of land were allotted at a nominal price for construction of the Engineering Staff College along with a donation of Taka 23 crore for implementing physical 
work. Taka 3 crore was allocated through LGED to build a Liberation War Memorial on the IEB premises, she said.

In Purbachal, two bighas of land were allocated for IEB while one bigha land was given for IEB Khulna centre, she said, adding the Awami League government has allocated Taka 470 crore for the technology institutes (BITs) which later were transformed into technology universities, she said.

Terming the Awami League government pro-people, the Prime Minister said the party always devoted to welfare of the people. She said the present government has restored the country's image abroad. While many countries are fighting against global recession, she said Bangladesh has announced special packages to keep its economic wheels running.

Special allocation was given to agriculture, she said, adding social safety net was expanded to bring more people under its coverage.

The Prime Minister distributed IEB awards to late engineer Quamrul Islam Siddiqui and Prof SM Nazrul Islam for their outstanding contribution to the development of engineering profession in the country.

She also inaugurated the expansion work of the IEB building and second phase work of the Engineering Staff College.
Later, the Prime Minister opened the Foujdarhat Nursing College, Foujdarhat Institute of Health and Technology, the Bangladesh Institute of Tropical and Infectious Diseases, the newly-built 850-bed hospital of Chittagong Child and Mother Hospital and the Cardiac Surgery Building unveiling their plaques on the Circuit House premises.

January 26, 2013

Reelect AL to keep up development: PM

RANGUNIA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the countrymen to reelect the Awami League government and not to support BNP in the next election for continuation of the trend of development.

"BNP has already announced that it would halt all development programmes taken by the present government. So I urge the people to reelect the Awami League government in the national election slated for January next year to advance the country further," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a mammoth public rally at Rangunia Pilot School Ground at Mariamnagar here this afternoon.

Jute and Textiles Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Minister for Environment and Forests and local parliament member Dr Hasan Mahmud, Minister for Primary and Mass Education Dr Afsarul Amin, President of Awami League Chittagong North District Unit Engineer Mosharrf Hossain, MP, AL Organizing Secretary Bir Bahadur, MP,Nurul Islam Bsc, MP, Abul Kashem Master, MP and central AL leaders Enamul Haque Shamim and Aminul Islam spoke at the rally,among others.

Rangunia upazila AL president Khalilur Rahman chaired the rally.

The Prime Minister vowed again to hold the next elections in a free, fair and neutral manner. All the polls held during the last four years of the present government were free, fair and credible and none could raise a single allegation about it, she said.

"The people of the country would also be able to exercise their voting rights in the next elections in a free, fair and neutral manner," she said.

Reiterating her government's firm commitment to complete the trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said the present government had promised to hold the trial of the 1971 culprits who unleashed genocide, raped our mothers and sisters and torched and looted millions of houses across the country.

She said the International Crimes Tribunal announced its maiden verdict against Bachchu Razakar who committed crimes against humanity during the War of Liberation. The trial of the remaining 1971 culprits must be finished to free the nation from 42 years old stigma, she said.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina mentioned that Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had initiated the trial of war criminals immediately after independence. In its continuation, 11,000 identified razakars and al-badrs were detained, she said.

But after the assassination of Bangabandhu in 1975, she said, General Ziaur Rahman stopped the trial of the 1971 culprits and released the razakars and al-badrs from the jail through a martial law ordinance. He also rehabilitated them politically by making them ministers and lawmakers and returning their citizenship.

The Prime Minister said Zia's wife Khaleda Zia had handed over the national flag to the war criminals when she was in power from 2001-2006.

The Prime Minister lambasted the past BNP-Jamaat Alliance Government for its unbridled corruption and for unleashing terrorist and militant activities in its five-year rule from 2001.

The country was turned into a safe haven of terrorists and militants during the five-year rule of the BNP-Jamaat Alliance government. "Rangunia also could not escape from their terrorist activities, and we lost numerous leaders and workers as they unleashed bloodbath in the entire upazila," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has contained terrorism and militancy with an iron hand and as a result, the people are now leading a peaceful life. She expressed gratitude to the people for voting Awami League to power, saying that "Rangunia upazila witnessed massive development in the last four years as the people had given mandate to us."

Highlighting massive development in all sectors, the Prime Minister said the people get something when Awami League goes to power. On the other hand, people do not get anything except terrorism, militancy and corruption, when BNP comes to power, she said.

"BNP has two virtues---one is terrorism and another is corruption," she said adding BNP launders money when it goes to power and Awami League brings back that money when it comes to power.

Sheikh Hasina said the aim of her government is to build a happy and prosperous country so that the people can live in peace. "But BNP never thinks of the people's welfare, rather they always try to change their own fate," she said.

The Prime Minister said the opposition leader did not pursue study and also did not encourage her two sons in education. "She does not want that the children of the country be groomed and developed by pursuing study," she said.
 
Pointing out various measures of the government for development of the jute industry, Sheikh Hasina said to restore the lost glory of jute, the present government has reopened 27 jute mills shut by the BNP-Jamaat Alliance government.

"The BNP-Jamaat government had handed over the country's jute market to India by closing down many jute mills during their five-year rule," she said.
Sheikh Hasina announced that an exclusive economic zone would be set up in Mirsarai in Chittagong for rapid industrialization and generating employment in the region.

The Prime Minister said her government is giving priority to vocational education so that people can get job in mills and factories.

She said the electricity crisis in the country was almost solved and the people are getting electricity as per their requirement thanks to massive development carried out by the present government in the sector.

Sheikh Hasina said the ICT activities have also been expanded rapidly in the country due to government's stride of building Digital Bangladesh. "The people now can register their names sitting on the houses for going abroad," she said.

Earlier, the Prime Minister reopened Karnaphuli Forat Carpet Mills and Karnaphuli Jute Mills which had been closed for a long time.

January 27, 2013

PM stresses continuation of democratic process

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today underscored the need for continuation of democratic process for further development of the country.

"The democratic process should go smoothly as no country could achieve its desired goal without it," she said when a five- member US Congressional delegation led by Jack Kingston called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

After the meeting, Deputy Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters. 

The Prime Minister said her government has been working tirelessly to build democracy on a solid footing. "We believe in people's rights to vote and their empowerment," she said.
 
She said that all the elections held during the last four years of the present government were staged in a free, fair and neutral manner and none could raise a single allegation about it.

Sheikh Hasina said the aim of her government is to ensure welfare of the country by providing basic needs to the people including agriculture, education, healthcare and food and nutrition.

"To achieve the goal we need support of all including the United States," she said. 
The Prime Minister said her previous government took initiatives to boost US investment in the country. As part of the initiative, the US investment has increased manifold in the last couple of years, she added.

Sheikh Hasina mentioned Meghnaghat and Haripur power plants which were built with the US investment.

Mentioning that her government is giving priority to the private sector for the country's uplift, she said there is a huge prospect of investment in infrastructure, telecommunication, energy and agro-processing sectors.

The US Congressional team lauded Bangladesh's tremendous success in various sectors including agriculture, education and women empowerment. 

They also praised the contribution of Bangladeshi troops in US Peacekeeping Missions.

The US Congressional delegation also laid emphasis on strengthening bilateral ties between the two countries. 

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzman, PM's Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap and US Ambassador to Bangladesh Dan W Mozena were also present on the occasion.
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