Dhaka, August 11, 2013
Stay alert so that undemocratic force does not come to power by taking advantage of differences: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the people to stay alert so that the undemocratic force does not come to power and plays ducks and drakes with the fate of the people by taking advantage of differences of parties and opinions.

"It is natural that there will be differences of parties and opinions in multiparty democracy. But we will have to remain alert so that the differences cannot harm democracy, and any undemocratic force does not come to power and plays ducks and drakes with the fate of the people by taking its advantage," she said.

The Prime Minister made the comments while addressing the swearing-in ceremony of the newly elected mayor and councilors of Gazipur City Corporation (GCC) at the Prime Minister's Office 
here this morning.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh Awami League believes that the democratic rights of the people are protected and they (people) can enjoy their basic and constitutional rights.

"We are striving hard to ensure voting and constitutional rights of the people and we want that the people will elect their representatives through ballots," she said.

She said that the Awami League's belief in ensuring voting rights to the people has been reflected in all the 5,691 elections held in the last four and a half years.

Mentioning that no country could achieve its desired goal without democracy, Sheikh Hasina said all the polls including JS by-elections, City Corporation, upazila, pourasabha and union parishad that elected 63,909 public representatives were held in a free, fair and neutral manner.

"The country did not witness such peaceful elections in the past as no unwanted incident took place about the poll results and none could raise any allegation about it," she said.

Referring to the stunning development in different sectors, the Prime Minister said her government wants to stand the nation on its own feet. "We believe in balanced development. We want to move forward keeping our head high and we do not want to beg to anybody," she said. Sheikh Hasina urged the elected representatives including the newly elected mayor and councilors of the GCC to work together for the welfare of the nation by rising above differences of political opinions.

"I would like to request you to strive hard to make easy the life of the people by developing your respective areas," she said. 
Congratulating the newly elected the GCC mayor and councilors, the Prime Minister assured of giving all-out cooperation in accomplishing their duties and responsibilities. "Let us come to work together to build the nation so that it could move ahead further by keeping its head high," she said.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina administered the oath to first elected mayor of GCC Professor MA Mannan, while LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam administered oath to 76 councilors including 19 female councilors elected from the reserved seats.

Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Industries Minister Dilip Barua, Adviser to the Prime Minister Dr Mashiur Rahman, State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak and State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Meher Afroz Chumki, Gazipur District Administrator Akhtaruzzaman, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, among others, were present.

The maiden election to the newly-constituted Gazipur City Corporation was held on July 6 in a free, fair and neutral manner.

BNP-backed candidate MA Mannan won the Gazipur mayoral polls defeating the ruling Awami League favourite Advocate Ajmat Ullah Khan by 1,06,577 votes. Mannan polled 3,65,444 votes to Ajmat's 2,58,867 votes.

Dhaka, August 9, 2013

Beware of deceptive campaign, PM urges people

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today hoped that people of the country in future would not be misguided by the deceptive campaign of the opposition that they followed during recently held five city corporation elections.

"Their deceptive campaign misled the people about taking decision of casting vote. I call upon people not to repeat such mistake in future," she said while talking to media after exchanging Eid greetings with different sections of people including party leaders, professionals, judges and diplomats at her official residence Gonobhaban here.

"We have conceded defeat in five cities. It's a surprise for me. We fielded very good candidates against whom there was no allegation of corruption. Rather each of them had record of implementing massive development works. Even then they didn't get vote," the Prime Minister said.

"We will expect that the countrymen will not be misguided in future. They will give vote for those people who are honest and devoted for development of their areas," she said.
Expressing her pleasure for a stable social and economic situation in the country during the month of Ramadan, she said, the month of Ramadan passed very happily and peacefully. The most important issue- price of essentials- was under control. Rather the price of some items declined in the middle of Ramadan, she said.

Other overburdened civic problems including price of essentials, power and water crisis, law and order situation, those we inherited from past regime, were absolutely under control, she said adding the inflation was also marked low during Ramadan. 

"Lower prices of items helped people to buy more and traders to do brisk business. It's great success for a government," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the present Mohajote government since taking office is making relentless efforts to resolve the civic problems. As a result, law and order situation has improved, problems of load shedding and gas crisis were resolved, she said.

The Prime Minister said taking the state of poor section of people into consideration, her government has allocated rice to poor families in rural areas during the month of Ramadan through VGF and VGD cards.

The gate of the Gonobhaban opened for visitors at 9 am when people from all walks of life started coming after their Eid prayers and waited in queue to meet the Prime Minister. On the occasion the big lawn of Gonobhaban was tastefully decorated. 

At the beginning, senior Awami League leaders and cabinet members greeted the Prime Minister by presenting bouquets.

Later, the Prime Minister, flanked by her daughter Saima Hossain, senior party leaders, and cabinet members, exchanged greetings with the commoners.

Leaders of different political parties, parliament members, freedom fighters, front organizations of Awami League, different professional bodies, trade bodies as well as cross section of people including beggars, destitute, male and females exchanged Eid greetings with the Prime Minister.

Awami League Advisory Council Member Amir Hossain Amu, presidium members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Planning Minister Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK Khandakar, Information Minister Hasanul Haq Inu, Post and Telecommunications Minister Sahara Khatun, Labour and Employment Minister Engineer Khandakar Mosharrafr Hossain, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Civil Aviation Minister Faruk Khan, PM's Media Adviser Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, state ministers Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Advocate Quamrul Islam and Meher Afroz Chumki, were present, among others, on the occasion.
Like previous years, some of the visitors took the programme as an opportunity to draw attention of the top executive of the country to their woes and sufferings and sought her intervention and support to resolve those problems. 

Later, the Prime Minister exchanged Eid greetings with judges of the Supreme Court, senior civil and military officials and diplomats at a separate programme at Gonobhaban lawn.

Chief Justice Md Muzammel Hossain, chiefs of three services, ambassadors of different Muslim countries, Europe and SAARC countries joined the function. The Prime Minister entertained the visitors and common people with sweetmeats, cakes and semais.

She also distributed food, clothes and cash among the poor. The Prime Minister said, her government is trying to give people comfort and taken every step keeping this in mind. People could celebrate Eid amidst festivity and enthusiasm as Awami League was in power. Shopping till midnight during BNP regime was unimaginable, she said.

Drawing a bright picture of country's economy, the Prime Minister said, "We have implemented 96 percent of annual development plan. No government could make this record, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government has attached highest importance to education, as a nation cannot prosper without education. She said madrasa education has been modernized and a total of 1,19,51,000 students at primary, secondary, and higher secondary level were given stipend.

She said, the government has distributed a total of 91 crore books free of cost among students including 27 crore on the very first day of the academic year. The quality of education has improved and the pass rate increased.

"This year the pass rate declined slightly because of political turmoil and hartal of BNP and Jamaat alliance. Thirty- two exams had to be rescheduled due to their hartal, she said adding the pass rate would not fall if there was no hartal.

The Prime Minister said, "We want to move forward the country. We want to build a developed nation and beautiful social system. In view of this the present government has constructed community healthcare centres in every union so that poor can get service at their doorstep," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the country has achieved food security during the period of the present government. In the month of Ramadan, she said, the government has distributed food free of cost through VGF and VGD cards so that none suffer from lack of food.

She said, around 90 lakh youths could find job during the tenure of the present government. Despite global economic recession, the rate of growth was over 6 percent. Bangladesh now is a role model for it's success in reducing child and mother mortality rate, she said.

The Prime Minister said, BNP, taking Jamaat and Hefajat on board, is happening incidents one after another to disrupt the civic life. "If a man cannot do work in the day time, if he can not eke, how he will maintain life," she asked.

Criticizing the caretaker government system, the Prime Minister said, people have experience of caretakers. In 2007 and 2008, people of no section could escape their torture. Not only the politicians, but, businessmen, teachers, students, journalists and every people had to suffer their steam roller, she added.

Sheikh Hasina said, the past caretaker government had no intention to give election in the country. They were compelled to give election as people bravely resisted their evil design.

She said, the constitution was amended according to the recommendation of a special parliamentary committee. The committee went for an unprecedented discussion with every section of people to amend the constitution to consolidate the parliamentary democracy, she added. 

"We wanted to ensure that no unconstitutional government would dare to take over power, no undemocratic government would come to the country and no military dictator would grab power and declare him president.

"People are the owner of the power, and we believe that the country will run according to the constitution," she said.

Pointing out about 6,000 elections held under the present government, the Prime Minister said, none could raise any question about the neutrality and fairness of those elections. People freely and fairly exercised their franchise. None, but Awami League gave this power to people," she said. 


Recalling the sad episode of August 15, 1975, Sheikh Hasina said, Eid brings happiness for all, but it brings both grief and happiness for me. I have lost my parents, brothers and sisters and close relatives in this month, she recalled.

"But, I do politics with this shock, as I want to materialize the dream of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu to build a prosperous Bangladesh and give people rid off poverty and hunger through establishing their basic rights.
She sought blessings of the countrymen and vote in the next general election saying her government has implemented most of its commitment given to people before previous general election. In some areas we have done more than our commitment," she said adding the present government would complete the rest of the work.

Dhaka, August 7, 2013 
Work sincerely to construct Rooppur power plant in time: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asked all concerned to work together with sincerity for construction of the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in due time.

She said this at the 3rd meeting of the National Committee on Rooppur Power Plant Project held at her Tejgaon office here today, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina presided over the meeting while members of the committee Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Planning Minister AK Khandaker, Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, PM's advisers HT Imam, Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury and Dr Mashiur Rahman, State Minister for Science and Technology architect Yeafesh Osman and concern secretaries were present.

Sheikh Hasina said, the government has already accomplished many works relating to the nuclear power plant including signing of an agreement with Russia last January.

Referring to the development of the power sector by AL led grand alliance government, she said that the country was in acute power crisis when it came to power in 2009.

The present government has judiciously dealt with the situation by taking various short, medium and long terms project. As a result, present power generation capacity in the country doubled in only four and a half years, she said.

Making the previous BNP-Jamaat and caretaker government responsible for plunging the country into power crisis, she said they had taken no pragmatic step for generating a single unit of power during their seven years regime.

Apart from taking some new decisions, the meeting reviewed the decisions taken in the previous meeting of the national committee and progress of their implementation, Azad said without any elaboration. 

As per present schedule, the government is due to launch the ground breaking of the highly sophisticated project next month.
Under the project plan, two units of the plant, once the project is implemented by 2020, will produce 2,000 MW of electricity daily.

Dhaka, August 4, 2013
Kuril Flyover opens for traffic

Dhaka City today stepped into a new phase to make the capital a modern habitat by decreasing traffic jam and putting in place faster transport facilities with opening of the city's ever largest communication infrastructure- Kuril Flyover- for traffic.

Inaugurating the 3.1-kilometre multi-dimensional flyover, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina warned people about casting their vote carefully in the next general election to continue the pace of development.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government has given special importance to development of the capital city and taken multifaceted initiatives under Strategic Transport Plan (STP) to build a modern Dhaka.

As part of it, she said the Mirpur-Airport Road Flyover, overpass on Banani rail line and connecting road has already been opened for traffic side by side with implementation of Hatirjheel Project.

She said, the Kuril Flyover will be the gateway of Dhaka and entry point of modern Purbachal City. It will make easy the communications with Purbachal, reduce traffic congestion and have positive impacts on economy.

Post and Telecommunication Minister Sahara Khatun and State Minister for Housing and Public Works Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan attended the function held in the project area. 

Local parliament member AKM Rahmatullah and Rajuk Chairman M Nurul Huda spoke, among others, on the occasion while Housing and Public Works Secretary Dr Khandakar Showkat Hossain was in the chair.

Chief of consultant team Prof Azadur Rahman briefed the audience on various aspects of the project.

Sheikh Hasina extended her thanks to all concerned for completion of the Kuril Flyover project within 38 months.

She said, "Smooth implementation of the project manifested that there was no corruption in the project. It mould have been not possible if there was any corruption in this project," she said.

The 9.2-metre wide flyover, comprising four sections, will ensure uninterrupted transport movements at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport, Nikunja, Banani, Rampura and Purbachal areas of the city.

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk) has implemented the flyover at a cost of around Taka 303 crore to ease traffic congestion at Kuril intersection and connect Purbachal new town with the capital.

The picturesque infrastructure will give a positive impression about Bangladesh's development efforts to the foreigners, Rajuk officials said.

Sheikh Hasina said construction of Jatrabari Flyover is nearing completion while the work on 26-kilometer Dhaka Elevated Expressway is going-on in full swing. Another flyover will be constructed from Shantinagar to Jilmil on Dhaka- Mawa road, she said.

The Prime Minister said the metro-train project has been approved and its work will begin soon. She said construction of the Padma Bridge will also begin during the tenure of the present government. 

Sheikh Hasina said the present government over the last four and half years has implemented massive development programmes in the areas of communications, agriculture, education, health, social safety, poverty alleviation and rural development.  She said Bangladesh is now a role model of development to the world community. The countrymen want development whatever conspiracy is being hatched by BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League is an organization of common masses. The country achieves progress only when the party comes to power, she said.

The Prime Minister said people never accepted any evil design against the country's interest. They never supported destructive activities, setting fire to the holy Quran and prayers mat, blaze in mosques, or wrong interpretation or obscene remarks about women, she said.

The Prime Minister urged all to forge unity to protect the country from the propaganda and destructive activities of BNP- Jamaat and Hefajat, and build the country with the spirit of the War of Liberation. 

She urged the city dwellers to supplement the government efforts to protect the natural environment and beauty of Dhaka and build together a modern city for the next generation.

Hoping that people of the country will cast their vote in the next general election in favour of honest and patriotic leaders, she said, " I hope that your vote will not be spoilt."

Prior to opening the flyover, the Prime Minister inaugurated the Purbachal- Balu bridge on 300-feet wide road of New Purbachal City saying construction of all other bridges on the road is nearing completion.
Addressing a public rally at bridge site on the occasion, the Prime Minister said poverty would be eliminated from the country if Awami League again comes to power. She urged people to cast vote for Awami League in the next election to complete the unfinished tasks of the present government.

Local parliament member Gazi Golam Dastagir also spoke on the occasion.

Dhaka, August 3, 2013
Nahid hands over results of HSC, equivalent exams to PM

The results of this year's Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC) and equivalent examinations were published today.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid handed over the results to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina this morning at her official residence Gonobhaban.


Chairmen of all education boards and education secretary, officials of Department of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education were present at that time.

The Prime Minister through a video conference with the students and teachers of Government MM College, Government Mohila College and Amenia Jaamia Madrasa in Jessore from Deputy Commissioner Conference room published the results of the institutions.

The results were published within 60 days from the date of conclusion of the examinations as per the announcement of the Education Ministry.

A total of 10,02,496 examinees appeared the HSC and the equivalent examinations this year. 

Out of them, 7,44891 students came out successfully with 58,197 securing GPA-5. The pass rate is 74.30 %. Hundred percent students passed in 84 institutions.

Pass rate in Dhaka Board is 74.04%, Chittagong 61.22%, Sylhet 79.13%, Dinajpur 71.94%, Jessore 61.49%, Barisal 71.69%, Comilla 61.29%, Rajshahi 77.69%, Technical Education Board 85.03% and Madrasa Board 91.46%. 

The HSC and equivalent examinations began on April 1 and were scheduled to end on May 28. But the students had to face immense trouble due to shutdowns and hartal enforced by the opposition party and Jamaat.

Authorities had to reschedule exams of about 32 subjects due to series of hartal, and the exams finally ended on June 3.
The results will be available at all centres and on websites of the education boards. The students can avail the results by sending SMS to number 16222 with text 'HSC' followed by space then first 3 letters of the respective education board followed by space again and then roll number.
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