4 September, 2012


Govt priority is to ensure workers' welfare : PM 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Monday said the priority of her government is to ensure welfare of the workers as the labour-intensive sectors like agriculture, garment and manufacturing are the backbone of the country's economy.


"Our priority is to ensure welfare of the workers as labour- intensive sectors like agriculture, garment and manufacturing are the backbone of the country's economy," she said when a delegation of H&M, a leading Sweden-based garment importer from Bangladesh, called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence yesterday.

Karl-Johan Persson, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of H&M, led the delegation.

After the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters. 

The Prime Minister said her government has taken various steps for protecting the interest of the workers side by side with industrial development in the country. 

"The minimum wage for the garment workers has been raised to 87 percent and we are strictly monitoring it," she said.

Hasina said the government is providing training to the RMG workers to improve their skills so that they can earn more.

She also said the government has taken various steps to ensure the safety of the garment workers. "We are also providing education to their children, while dormitories for them are being built at public and private sectors in big cities, including Dhaka and Chittagong," she said. 

"Other steps the government has taken include ensuring compliance in all export-oriented industries, formation of industrial police and bringing garment workers under the social safety net," she said.

The Prime Minister said 51 million people have been elevated to the middle class group, while inflation has gone down to 5.21 percent due to various steps of the government.

She thanked the H&M to import RMG products from Bangladesh and said it is helping achieve economic freedom of the people of the country. 

"Poverty rate has been reduced to 10 percent in the last three years and per capita income of the people has increased significantly due to expansion of garment industry," she said Hasina urged H&M to import more garment products from Bangladesh.

Karl-Johan Persson said their business is expanding due to expansion of Bangladesh's garment sector. "We are making more business and it is a win-win situation for both the buyers and Bangladesh," he said.

BGMEA President Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin and Prime Minister's Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap were present on the occasion.

There are 2,900 stores of H&M in 44 countries across the world. 

#

PM visits ailing Aziz at hospital

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Monday visited ailing Md Abdul Aziz, father-in-law of Sheikh Jewel, a cousin of Sheikh Hasina, at Square Hospital in the city yesterday.

She stayed beside him for sometime and enquired about his health.


She also wished his early recovery.


Redwan Mujib Siddique Bobby, son of Sheikh Rehana, his wife and their other relatives were present on the occasion.
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