October 17, 2012

Move underway to build strong public library system: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government has taken initiatives to build a strong public library system side by side with setting up public libraries at upazila level.


"Steps have been taken to modernise the national public library by digitising its preservation system. It would make research easy and enhance professional standard of the librarians," she said.


She said this while addressing as the chief guest at the inaugural function of the two-day National Convention and the International Seminar-2012 of the librarians at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here.


Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad was the special guest at the function arranged by Library Association of Bangladesh (LAB).


With LAB Acting President Dilara Begum in the chair, the function was addressed by LAB Vice-President Kazi Abdul Mazed, Secretary General Dr Mizanur Rahman and Research and Publication Secretary Nafiz Zaman Shubho.


The Prime Minister called upon the well-off people and organisations to make contribution to increase the number of libraries as she termed the libraries as the centres of practising knowledge.


"Supplement the government initiatives for enriching Bangladesh in knowledge and science by investing a portion of money you earned," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said her government has been implementing various programmes for the development of the libraries. "Initiatives have been taken to digitise the libraries to meet reading demand of the knowledge-thirsty people," she added. 


She said her government made massive development of library infrastructure. "Own buildings of government public libraries have been constructed, while public libraries built in 45 districts."

The Prime Minister said Dhaka University Central Library is being modernised. "Now the readers would get online service from here," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said blind centres have been opened to provide information services to the visually-impaired people.


She said the work on preparing a digital depository is underway, while the post of 18,000 librarians has been created at all non-government secondary schools and equivalent educational institutions.


The Prime Minister said the present government has framed a modern and time-befitting education policy, and the issue of development of library system has been incorporated in it. 

"The policy also put emphasis on building an enriched library in every educational institution," she mentioned.


Sheikh Hasina stressed the need for raising professionalism in library management system for preserving invaluable literary elements of own history and heritage of the country as well as other communities who came here at different times. 


"There are many invaluable elements in our folk literature and you will have to come forward to preserve these," she said.


She said the importance of the books and librarians in turning the huge population into human resources as well as building a knowledge-based society is endless.


"The librarians are working as bearers and carriers of these very old organisations which are the meeting place of knowledge," she said.


The Prime Minister said books are the medium of expression of creative power as well as the foundation of knowledge.


On the other hand, she said, libraries are the meeting place of books, writers and readers as well as mirrors of civilisation and centres of practicing overall education and culture of a country.


"Friendship, harmony and leadership quality are built centering the libraries," she said. 

Realising the importance of libraries, she said, the previous Awami League governmentfrom 1996-2001 had set up more than 1000 libraries in localities across the country. 

"But most of them were closed due to negligence of the subsequent BNP-Jamaat alliance government," she said.


The Prime Minister said the past AL government also framed a library policy which was not implemented during the BNP-Jamaat rule.

"This time, we have taken initiatives to implement the library policy by making it time-befitting. We have also established 2000 mosque-based libraries across the country and distributed new books to 5000 such libraries," she said.

The Prime Minister said in modern world, information is the power and the key to development. "Getting information is a fundamental right of the people and it is the main element of building modern life," she added.


"So, the role of the librarians in ensuring proper management of this essential resource is very important," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said the librarians could play an important role in building Digital Bangladesh as she stressed the need for modernisation of information preservation and management. 

She called upon the librarians to play a role in increasing reading habit of the people, especially children.
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