January 14, 2013
PM off to Russia on 3-day official visit

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here this morning for Moscow on a three-day official visit.

The Prime Minister is paying the visit at the invitation of the leadership of the Russian Federation, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

A VVIP flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and the members of her entourage took off from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport at 9.15 am. 

Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, Jute and Textiles Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Home Minister Dr MK Alamgir, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan, Railway Minister Mujibul Haque, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Chief Whip Abdus Shahid saw the Prime Minister off at the airport.

Cabinet Secretary, chiefs of three services, charge de affairs of Russian Embassy in Dhaka and senior officials were present.

A high powered delegation, including Foreign Minister Dipu Moni and State Minister for Science and Technology Yeafesh Osman are accompanying the Prime Minister.

The flight is expected to reach Sheremetyevo International Airport (SVO) in Moscow at 3.10 pm (Russian time).

During the PM's visit, Bangladesh and Russia will sign four agreements, including the much talked about pact for setting up a 1,000-MW nuclear power plant at Rooppur.

Six memorandums of understanding (MoU) in different areas of agriculture, health, education, culture, law and justice and counter-terrorism will also be signed.

Sheikh Hasina would have tete-a-tete with President of Russian Federation Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin (President's Office). Later she will join the official talks with Russia and attend the signing ceremony of a deals and memorandums of understanding (MoUs).

The Prime Minister will attend the official lunch to be hosted by Vladimir Putin. Chairperson of the Council of the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation Valentina I. Matvienko and Minister for Communication and Mass Media of the Russian Federation Nikolay Nikiforov will call on Sheikh Hasina.

Sergey Kirienko, General Director of ROSATOM, the state atomic energy corporation of the Russian Federation, will also meet the Prime Minister.
The Prime Minister will place wreaths at the Tomb of Unknown Soldiers in Moscow and visit famous Kremlin Museum and Bolshoi Theatre.

She will also visit the facilities of Gazprom, one of the biggest oil and gas exploration companies in the world.

Sheikh Hasina will also visit the prestigious Moscow State University and deliver a speech on "Contemporary Bangladesh- perspectives for collaboration with Russia". 

The Prime Minister will return home on Thursday morning.

January 15, 2013

PM pays tributes to Russian WWII heroes

MOSCOW: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today paid rich tributes to the unknown Russian soldiers who were killed during the World War II from 1941 to 1945.

The Prime Minister paid tributes to the unknown soldiers by placing wreath at their tomb at Kremlin in the Russian capital in the morning.

After laying the wreaths, Sheikh Hasina stood in solemn silence for some time as a mark of respect to memories of Second World War II heroes.

On her arrival at the tomb of the unknown soldiers, the Prime Minister was given a guard of honour by a smartly- turned out contingent of the Russian Armed Forces, while national anthems of the two countries were played on the occasion.

Sheikh Rehana, younger daughter of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, her two daughters Azmina Siddique Tulip and Amreena Siddique Ruponti and Sajib Wazed Joy, eminent computer scientist and son of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina were present.

Besides, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafesh Osman, Ambassador-At- Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman and other entourage members of the Prime Minister were present.

Later, Minister for Communication and Mass Media of Russia Nikolay Nikiforov called on the Prime Minister at her hotel suite.

Sheikh Hasina is now in Moscow on a three-day official visit at the invitation of the Russian leadership.

January 15, 2013

Dhaka, Moscow sign nine instruments

MOSCOW: Bangladesh and Russia here today signed three agreements and six Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) on different areas including the much talked about nuclear power plant. 

The instruments were signed following bilateral talks between leaders of the two countries at Russian President House in Kremlin.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina led their countries in the talks.

Officials said the agreements and MoU were signed on nuclear power plant, counter terrorism, education, science, health and cultural exchange.

Concerned ministers and senior officials of the two countries signed the instruments in presence of the Russian President and Bangladesh Prime Minister.

January 15, 2013

Dhaka-Moscow deal for nuclear power plant in Rooppur

MOSCOW: Bangladesh and Russia today inked three agreements and six memorandum of understanding (MoUs) on cooperation in different fields including setting up of much-awaited 1000-MW nuclear power plant in Rooppur in northern Bangladesh.

Concerned ministers and officials of the two countries penned the deals and MoUs in the presence of Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Russian President Vladimir Putin after the official talks between the two countries at Kremlin.

Deputy Finance Minister of Russia Sergey Storchak and Economic Relations Division (ERD) Secretary of Bangladesh Abul Kalam Azad signed the agreement on the Extension of State Export Credit for Financing the Preparatory Stage Work of Nuclear Power Plant in Rooppur in Pabna and the Extension of a State Export Credit to the Bangladesh government.

State Minister for Science and Technology Arhitect Yeafesh Osman and General Director of Russian State Atomic Energy Commission 'Rosatom' SV Kirienko penned the deal on the Establishment of a Nuclear Industry Information Center in Bangladesh between Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Novo Theatre of Bangladesh and the Nuclear Industry Information Centre, an autonomous non-profit organization of the Russian Federation.

Dhaka and Moscow also signed six MoUs on agriculture, public health and medical science and counter-terrorism to bolster bilateral ties between the two countries.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and her Russian counterpart Segey Lavrov inked the MoU on the cooperation on counterterrorism between the two countries.

The MoUs are on cooperation on the public health and medical science, agriculture, education, culture, law, justice and parliamentary affairs were signed by Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and Russian Health Minister Veronika Igorevna Skvortsova, Agriculture Minister Nikoly Vasilyevich Fyodorov, Education Minister Dmitry Viktorovich Livanov, Cultural Minister Valdimir Rostislavovich Medinsky and Justice Minister Alexander Vladimirovich Konovalov.

Sheikh Rehana, younger daughter of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, her two daughters Azmina Siddique Tulip and Amreena Siddique Ruponti, eminent computer scientist and son of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Sajib Wazed Joy, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman were present at the signing ceremony, among others.

January 15, 2013

PM seeks more Russian investment in ICT sector

MOSCOW: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has sought more Russian investments in Bangladesh for the expansion of ICT in the rural areas with high internet speed and increased bandwith capacity.

The Prime Minister made the request when Russian Minister for Communication and Mass Media Nikolay Nikiforov called on her at her hotel suite here today.

After the meeting, Deputy Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters.

He said that Sheikh Hasina told the Russian minister that she formed her government with a commitment to building a Digital Bangladesh and implementing massive programs in this regard.

The Prime Minister said her government wants to further expand the ICT services to the grassroots level and sought more Russian support for the purpose.

Elaborating the steps, the Prime Minister said e-governance has been established, information service centers were set up in 4500 unions and 20,000 multimedia classrooms were set up across the country. Besides, the rural people are getting improved healthcare services by using ICT facilities.

The Prime Minister said the present government has already introduced 3G technology, and will introduce 4G in the country very soon, she added.

In response, the Russian Minister praised the rapid advancement of ICT in Bangladesh and said his country is working since 2009 in Bangladesh for flourishing the information technology.

Lauding the efforts of Bangladesh government for attracting Foreign Direct Investment as excellent, Nikolay Nikiforov expressed keen interest to expand their investment in Bangladesh's ICT sector.

He requested the Prime Minister to send a delegation to get some ideas about technical know-how in ICT sector in Russia.

The minister hoped that Russian firms will establish wireless internet network in the rural areas of Bangladesh.

He also showed interest to share their experiences they gathered in ICT sectors in the last 5-10 years with Bangladesh.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh M Wahid Uz Zaman and the Bangladesh Ambassador to Moscow Dr SM Saiful Haque, among others, were present on the occasion.

January 15, 2013

Dhaka, Moscow agree to collaborate in terrorism, defence

MOSCOW: Bangladesh and Russia today agreed to collaborate in the complex area of terrorism side by side with further deepening bilateral relations for mutual benefits and gains. 

"Cooperation in defence was another area for collaboration between Dhaka and Moscow," Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said in a joint press briefing after the officials talks between Bangladesh and Russia held at Kremlin here this afternoon.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina led the Bangladesh side at the talks, while Russian side was headed by its President Vladimir Putin.

"The 2,000-MW nuclear power plant in Bangladesh, with Russian technical and financial support, is a shinning example of our deeper engagement," Sheikh Hasina said, thanking Putin for his support in offering Bangladesh friendly arrangements for collaboration.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh and Russia have signed nine agreements andMoUs for cooperation in various fields. "I believe, they would place our relationship on a firm footing and help in taking practical initiatives in the future," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the preparatory works on the nuclear power plant would now allow us to make the critical preparations for the establishments of the plant. 
The Prime Minister said our discussions, this morning, have now paved the way for deeper collaborations in the areas of culture, agriculture, education, energy, counterterrorism, law and justice.

Sheikh Hasina said her government, on assuming office in January 2009, was determined to deepen our engagement for mutual benefits and gains. Over the last four years, we made good progress in certain key areas, including cooperation in nuclear and conventional energy, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said that by her visit the friendship between Bangladesh and Russia will reach to a new height.
"They are our friend of bad time, by this visit we renew our friendship, and a new door of prospect has opened by this visit," she told the journalists at her hotel lobby coming from the Kremlin after signing three agreements and six MoUs.

The Prime Minister said that the signing of the agreements and MoUs will help both the countries to enhance the trade volume. 

"The friendly relations and cooperation with Russia will increase a lot," she said.

In this connection, she mentioned that both the countries signed a defense cooperation deal under which Bangladesh would procure military equipment from Russia worth US$ one billion.

She also hoped that these agreements and MoUs would help Bangladesh a lot to uplift its socio-economic status.

Sheikh Hasina recalled the help and assistance of Russia, the then Soviet Union, during the Liberation War and after the Liberation war. She said that the Russian troops helped Bangladesh to remove mine from Chittagong Port where some soldiers died.

The Prime Minister recalled that just after the independence of the country Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in March 1972 visited Russia to express the gratitude of Bangladesh to the Russian government and its people.

"After that 40 long years had passed, but no head of the government from Bangladesh visited Russia. In 2010 I toured Russia for attending the Tiger Conference held in St Petersburg," she mentioned.

Sheikh Hasina also said that she invited Russian President Putin to visit Bangladesh and he accepted it. "He will visit at his convenient time," she said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin said that they had constructive talks and hoped that the bilateral relations of the two countries will reach a new height.

"We also put emphasis on the development of the ties on the long-term basis," he said.

Regarding the economic relations between Bangladesh and Russia, Putin said that it had grown 23 percent and now it stood more than US$ 700 million.

"We are placing emphasis to reach one billion dollars," he said.

Beside the cooperation in the nuclear power plant, the Russian president mentioned that his country is interested to increase the cooperation in other energy sectors. In this connection, he mentioned the gas sector. 

"We are also extended our cooperation in the telecommunication sector," he said.

Putin said that Bangladesh and Russia have signed a deal to sell military equipment worth one billion dollars.

"We will also give training to the highly qualified military staffs," he said.

Putin mentioned that Bangladesh and Russia have also agreed to fight against the regional terrorism.

January 16, 2013

'It's a move to sow of seeds of friendship', PM says Russian academics

MOSCOW: Describing her Moscow visit as an endeavor to sow the seeds of common friendship and collaboration with the Super Power, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said there are a number of areas where Bangladesh and Russia can engage for mutual benefits.

"Bangladesh and Moscow have a historical and emotional base to build ties. I'm here to sow the seeds of our common friendship and collaboration with President Putin and fruits will enjoy our future generation," she said.

The Prime Minister was delivering a speech on "Contemporary angladesh- Perspective for Collaboration with Russia" at Moscow State University here today.

Sheikh Hasina said, "As we connect our approaches, willingness and intentions, our friendship would continue to grow stronger to bring prosperity and progress to our countries and peoples." 

On her arrival in the University, rector of the university Professor Victor Sadovnichy received her. Members of the faculties and students were present. The Prime Minister visited the History Museum.
Sheikh Hasina expressed her immense pleasure to have the opportunity to speak before the scholars and students of the prestigious university. "Bangladesh's Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had visited the glorious institution in April 1972," she said.

Expressing her gratitude for Russian support to Bangladesh's War of Liberation in 1971, she said many Russian even made their supreme sacrifice while clearing Chittagong Port of mines and the debris. "Soviet Union not only stood by us in our bloody struggle but also in our rehabilitation efforts," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said one of her government's first initiatives after taking office in 2009 was to engage with Moscow for robust and intensified cooperation. "President Putin has reciprocated spontaneously for productive cooperation between the two countries," she said.

Bangladesh and Russia have huge potentials to build up productive cooperation, Sheikh Hasina said adding, "in the 70s, the trade between the two countries was significant. But now the trade volume decreased to near half a billion dollar and vastly in favour of Russia."

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh offers a most attractive fiscal ncentives amidst tough globalization and increasing competition regime. "Bangladesh's location between South and South-East Asia provides gateway to a huge market and major economies," she said.
 
She said soon after Bangladesh's independence, the former Soviet Union had assisted establishment of several power stations. "Now Bangladesh needs Russian assistance to renovate these power stations," she added.

The 2,000 MW nuke power plants with Russian technological and financial assistancewould be the beginning of more to come in the future, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh and Russia can also build up a strong collaboration on agricultural cooperation. "Bangladesh's agriculture is becoming mechanized both in terms of production and processing," she said adding, "Russian investors can find Bangladesh as a gateway to the vast regional market."

Laying importance on strong engagement of the private sectors and people to people contact, the Prime Minister proposed for formation of a Joint Business Council to deepen cooperation between the chambers.

She also proposed for an extensive student and cultural exchange programme saying many Bangladeshi students who were educated in the 70s in Russia now occupy high positions in Bangladesh.

"In those early days, we enjoyed reading the great works of Russian literature, watching your fine movies and famed ballet," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said in the global arena Bangladesh has been regarded over the decades for her pro-active, objective engagements, commitment to uphold values and ethos at the United Nations, and in other regional or international platforms.

"Bangladesh has recently joined ASEM. We also hope to join the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in the same perspective, with support from Russia," she hoped.

Pointing out the Bangladesh's present political, social and economic settings, the Prime Minister said her government has initiated the policy of fighting poverty, number one enemy to progress. "To overcome poverty, a learned society and empowerment of people are vital," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said as an essential ingredient for people's empowerment, her government has attached highest importance to education while allocating annual national budget. "It resulted in accruing tremendous success particularly in women education and promotion of ICT studies," she said.

The Prime Minister said skillful, trainable workforce of Bangladesh could complement Russian technology and financial resources and a part of the workforce can work in Russian economy, particularly in manufacturing and service sectors.

She said military dictators and their beneficiaries tried to make Bangladesh as a land of terrorists with even making repeated attempts on her life. But fortunately she could escape from the attacks, she said adding that over the last four years her government has successfully contained terrorism to a large extent.

Highlighting Bangladesh's economic progress, she said, with an average 6.5 percent annual growth, many global organizations has included Bangladesh in the NEXT 11. "Bangladesh's agriculture is now growing faster than our population growth, with food production increased more than four times in four decades. Thus we ensured our food security," she said.
Rector of the University conferred a diploma on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her visit and lecture to the academics.

The Prime Minister presented some books and a paintaing for the University.

Later, in a question answer session, the Prime Minister said her government aims to build Bangladesh as a peaceful abode in South Asia through eliminating the hunger and terrorism.

She said the agreements and memoranda of understanding (MoU) would cement further the existing relation between Bangladesh and Russia.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yasesh Osman, Ambassador at Large M Ziauddin, PM's son and eminent IT expert Sajib Wazed Joy, niece Amreena Siddique Ruponti were present.

January 16, 2013

PM for formation of Bangladesh-Russia Parliamentary Group

MOSCOW: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today underscored the need for formation of the Bangladesh-Russia Parliamentary Friendship Group to further strengthen the cooperation between the two countries in socioeconomic, educational, agricultural, energy and cultural fields.

"It would ensure better exchange of parliamentary delegations between the two friendly countries," Sheikh Hasina said this when she met chairperson of the Council of Federation of Federal Assembly of Russia Valentina I Matvienko at the Council of Federation Building here.

After the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh and Russia could work together in the issue of counter terrorism. "We can work together to ensure peace in the region by rooting out terrorism," she opined.

Reiterating her firm commitment to stamp out terrorism from the country, she said her government has already taken various steps to root out terrorism from the country.

Sheikh Hasina once again sought cooperation of the developed countries including Russia for mitigation and adaptation of climate change impact.

The Prime Minister recalled the Russian contribution to Liberation War and the development activities in Bangladesh.

In response, Valentina, the highest ranking female politician in Russia, agreed to work together with Bangladesh to fight terrorism. "We can work together for ensuring regional stability and cooperation by rooting out terrorism," she said.

Praising the dynamic and visionary leadership of Sheikh Hasina, she said: "You are a great leader around the globe."

Valentina termed Sheikh Hasina's visit to Russia as a landmark and said it would help further bolster the bilateral relations between the two countries.

She recalled the visit of Bangabandhu to Russia in 1972 and the historic relations between the two countries.
Valentina also proposed for making a film on the contribution of Russia and India in Bangladesh's Liberation War. 

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafesh Osman, AKM Rahmatullah, MP, and Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman were present on the occasion.

January 16, 2013

Russia keen to start groundbreaking work of nuclear power plant by this year

MOSCOW: The Russian government is very keen to start the groundbreaking work of the much-awaited nuclear power plant at Rooppur in northern Bangladesh within this year.

Director General of Russian State Atomic Energy Corporation 'Rosatom' Sergey Kirienko said this when he called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at hotel suite here this afternoon.

But, he said, for this both the sides should have to complete some preparatory works speedily.

Deputy Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters after the meeting.

In response, the Prime Minister agreed to complete the preparatory work as per the work plan.

Sheikh Hasina put emphasis on creating mass awareness about the safety measures and safe disposal of nuclear waste.

In this regard, Kirienko said the Russian company is ready to start awareness program as fund is available for the purpose.

He also assured the Prime Minister that they would take back nuclear waste as per the agreement.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Science and Technology Achitect Yeafes Osman, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman, among others, were present.

Later, the Prime Minister visited the office of the Russian State Gas and Oil Exploration Company-GAZOPROM.

January 17, 2013

PM returns home after 3-day Moscow visit

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina returned home from Moscow this morning concluding her three-day official visit to Russia.

A Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage landed at Shahjalal International Airport at 9.20 am.

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, Home Minister MK Alamgir, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Chief Whip Abdus Shahid and PM's Advisor H T Imam received the Prime Minister at the airport.

Senior Secretary of the Prime Minister's Office Mollah Wahiduzzaman, Cabinet Secretary M Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan, chiefs of three services and charge d'affaires of Russian Embassy in Dhaka were present, among others.

Sheikh Hasina went to Moscow on Monday in her first bilateral visit to renew the relations between the two countries.

During her visit, Bangladesh and Russia signed three agreements and six memoranda of understanding (MoUs) in different areas including on construction of nuclear power plants in Bangladesh. Other sectors are agriculture, health, education, culture, law and justice, counter-terrorism and military cooperation.

The Prime Minister led a bilateral meeting with Russia and had a tete-a-tete with President Vladimir Putin.

Chairperson of the Council of the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russia Valentina I. Matvienko, Minister for Communication and Mass Media Nikolay Nikiforov and General Director of ROSATOM, nuclear energy corporation of Russia, Sergey Kirienko called on her and discussed matters of mutual interests.

The Prime Minister placed wreaths at the tomb of Russian WWII heroes and visited famous Kremlin Museum and Bolshoi Theatre. She also visited the facilities of Gazprom, one of the biggest world's oil and gas exploration companies.

Sheikh Hasina delivered an address in the prestigious Moscow State University on "Contemporary Bangladesh-Perspectives for Collaboration with Russia". Rector of the University conferred a diploma on her for the visit and lecture.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yafes Osman, Ambassador at Large M Ziauddin and senior officials of the concerned ministries accompanied the Prime Minister.
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