June 17, 2013

Be vocal for equal rights of women: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon all Commonwealth states to be vocal in and outside the national territories to ensure equal rights of the women.

"We will also have to formulate coordinated and united strategies to achieve our goal, while the activities of the women in the global arena should be strengthened." she said.

Sheikh Hasina also added that Bangladesh is committed to accelerating such international initiatives. 

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the 10th Commonwealth Women's Affairs Ministers' Meeting (10CWAMM) at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this afternoon.
 
The Ministry of Women and Children Affairs in collaboration with the Commonwealth Secretariat is organizing the three-day event.

Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Commonwealth Secretary General Kamalesh Sharma, Minister of Human Services and Social Security of Guyana Jennifer Webster and Secretary of the Women and Children Affairs Ministry Tariqul Islam also spoke at the inaugural function of the meeting chaired by State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Meher Afroze Chumki.

Mentioning that Bangladesh is a promoter to establish world peace, the Prime Minister said for this, ensuring socioeconomic and political empowerment of women is imperative. 

"The Commonwealth countries should exchange their experiences regularly for exploring effective strategies to this end," she said. Sheikh Hasina termed the theme of this triennial meeting "Women's Leadership for Enterprise" as suitable and important to empowering women.

"I am convinced that the women's empowerment would be faster if we could establish women's leadership in the economic sector," she said.

The Prime Minister, however, said it would not be so easy to accomplish in a patriarchal global society. "So, we will have to formulate strategies taking this challenge into consideration," she said.

Despite multifaceted challenges, she said, women across the world are progressing. However, the pace of the development is very slow.
Sheikh Hasina said women in the developed world have also been encountering discrimination in getting jobs, salaries and other benefits. They are facing religious and social extremism, she said. 
The Prime Minister said the Commonwealth Secretariat since 1985 has been contributing to restoring women's rights and establishing gender parity in the Commonwealth through convening this ministerial meeting. “I would like to thank them for their continuous effort to this end,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the progressive Bangalee Nation characteristically believes in equal rights of man and woman.

She said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gave a solid foundation in the advancement of the Bangalee women.

"Bangabandhu guaranteed the rights of women to all spheres of life and equal opportunity in the constitution of Bangladesh in 1972," she said.

Following the principles of the Father of the Nation, the Prime Minister said the present government has ensured women's equal participation in all strata of the society. 

"We have included women at the national level to local levels of the politics and economic decision-making process. We have also given priority to empower poor and disadvantaged women in the society," she said. 

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh has established a unique example in the democratic world in achieving political empowerment of women.

"The head of the government and the Leader of the House, the Deputy Leader and the Opposition Leader of the House and the Speaker of parliament are all women," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the government has formulated the National Women Development Policy, while various organizations have been implementing different programs for the development of womenfolk in the society.

The Prime Minister said the women are now playing a leadership role in all spheres of the society including the economic field.

"They are contributing more purposefully to the agricultural development. Bangladesh, therefore, has become the role model in women empowerment across the world," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has enacted the Women and Children Repression Prevention Act to stop all forms of violence against women and children.
"We have also framed the Domestic Violence Protection and Prevention Act and the Human Trafficking Prevention and Protection Act," she said.

Wishing the success of the meeting, the Prime Minister hoped that at the end of the meeting, the participants would come out with the future course of action to face the challenges in mainstreaming women across the world.

"We will also get some important recommendations from the meeting which will ease challenges of women entrepreneurs across the world," she said.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina handed over awards to the winners of an essay competition on the Commonwealth. 

Officials said that the 10WAMM would focus on increasing women's access to finance, overcoming social barriers to women's entrepreneurship, emerging trends in women's enterprise, building partnerships between governments, the private sector and civil society to advance women in enterprise.

Since its inception in July 1985 in Nairobi in Kenya, the triennial meeting is organized in different countries across the globe. The 9th triennial CWAMM was held at Bridgetown in Barbados in June 2010, while the 8th CWAMM was held at Kampala in Uganda in June 2007.

June 16, 2013

PM's call to enrich Unani- Ayurvedic sector
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the Unani and Aurvedic physicians to enrich this branch of medical science by utilizing patriotism, labour, merit and knowledge.

"The government would undertake necessary steps if the Unani-Ayurvedic Board sends a planning proposal to the health ministry," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a rally of Unani and Ayurvedic physicians at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this morning.

Bangladesh Board of Unani and Ayurvedic Systems of Medicines arranged the rally at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here. 

With Bangladesh Unani and Ayurvedic Board President Rail Minister Md Mujibul Haque in the chair, the function was also addressed, among others, by Health Minister Dr AFM Ruhal Haque, State Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Advocate Kamrul Islam, President of Bangladesh Ayurvedic Medicine Manufacturers Association AFM Fakhrul Islam Munshi, Member of Bangladesh Board of Unani and Ayurvedic Systems of Medicine Dr Hakim Md Yusuf Harun Bhuiyan and President of Bangladesh Unani Medicine Industries Association Sayeed Ahmed Siddiqui.

Sheikh Hasina said her government wants to execute the plans that have been taken for the development of Unani- Ayurvedic and Homeopathic treatment side by side with allopathic to build a durable health structure by considering the socioeconomic condition of the people.

"We want to develop the Unani-Ayurvedic education, health service and research to keep pace with the ages. And for this, every treatment system will have to be mordenized by maintaining its own knowledge and science as well as fundamental principles and philosophy," she said.

The Prime Minister said the people used to cure diseases for thousands of years before discovering the chemistry- dependent medicines. "The people's dependence on herbal medicines started reducing after the innovation of modern medicines," she said.

"But this dependence never ended for ever. After passing of the time, the people started becoming natural and herbal medicine-oriented freshly," she said.

As an integral part of Bangalee culture, she said, two branches of traditional treatment have been continuing in this sub-continent for ages. One is unani treatment which has been discovered through practice of knowledge and science and research by the Muslim saints and other is herbal treatment in accordance with Veda, she said.

The Prime Minister said as per their own principles and philosophy, the Aurvedic physicians have been providing medicare services to the people through the two systems by producing medicines through plant, animal and mineral elements.

She said a large portion of the poor general people of villages is still dependent on theseherbal medicines. The urban rich people are being attracted to the herbal medicines received from the natural source. Especially the herbal cosmetics are gaining popularity.
Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh Awami League is always active and plays a pioneering role in nurturing and protecting the country's tradition and culture.

The Prime Minister said her previous government in 1996 introduced a coordinated treatment system by appointing Unani- Ayurvedic and Homeopathic physicians in 15 district hospitals.

"We incorporated the issue of development of Unani- Ayurvedic treatment, education and research in the National Health Policy in 2000," she said, adding the subsequent government did not take any measures for the development of Unani-Ayurvedic treatment system.

Illustrating various initiatives of the present government for the development of Unani-Ayurvedic treatment, Sheikh Hasina said the grants of the Unani-Ayurvedic Board have already been raised, while allocation has been made for infrastructure development of the 19 private Unani and Ayurvedic Diploma Colleges.

Sheikh Hasina said a process has started for appointing teachers, officials and employees of Sylhet Government Tibbia College and Dhaka Government Unani and Ayurvedic Medical College.

Arrangements are being made to appoint physicians equivalent to graduates in the rest districts, while the process for appointing diploma Aurvedic physicians in upazila health complexes and union clinics is at the final stage.

The Prime Minister said trees are the main source of Ayurvedic medicines. "For this, we are giving importance to plant medicinal trees side by side with wood and fruit trees in the National Tree Plantation Campaign," she said.

She said the production of herbal plants in Europe and America is less due to weather. As a result, she said, a huge quantity of medicinal plants and herbal, Unani and Ayurvedic medicines and other products are exported to these countries from India, Sri Lanka, China, Nepal and Bhutan.

Sheikh Hasina said the soil, weather and environment of Bangladesh are in favour of cultivation of medicinal plants. As a result, she said, there is a huge scope for exporting a huge quantity of herbal plants and products abroad side by side with meeting the domestic demand.

"To this end, the ministries of commerce, forest and environment, agriculture and health are jointly working," she added.

June 16, 2013

PM hands over cheques to families of 3 killed policemen

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today handed over cheques for financial assistance to the families of three police members killed in Dhaka and Narayanganj during the Dhaka siege programme of Hefazat- e-Islam on May 5 and 6.

After the cheque handing over ceremony, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

He said the Prime Minister handed over cheques for Taka 10 lakh to the members of each family of the victims at her office here this morning.


The members of the police whose family received cheques for financial assistance from Sheikh Hasina are Sub-Inspector Md Shahjahan, Nayek Firoz Khan and Constable Mohammad Zakaria.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister assured that sons of the victims would be provided jobs in the police department according to their qualification.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, IGP Hasan Mahmood Khandakar and Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) Commissioner Benzir Ahmed were, among others, present on the occasion.

June 15, 2013

Treat people with honour while provide VIP security: PM asks SSF

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asked the members of Special Security Force (SSF) to give importance to the matter of public relations of heads of the state and government and designated VIPs while providing them physical security.

As a public representative, we are accountable to people. So, you have to be careful so that none are hurt due to your behaviour, she said adding- SSF members have to treat all visitors with respect.

The Prime Minister was addressing a function at her Tejgaon office marking the 27th founding anniversary of the force responsible for providing physical security to the President, Prime Minister, designated persons and foreign dignitaries during their visit to Bangladesh.

She said, "It's important to maintain a good relation and have intensive communication and coordination with all concerned agencies to build a foolproof security. At the same time, you have to consider with high importance about the relations of the VIPs with common people."

Sheikh Hasina said, "People are owner of all power of the republic. Each and every activity of the government in a parliamentary democracy is taken and implemented for public welfare. It's not possible to serve people being isolated from them," she maintained. 

In view of this, the Prime Minister urged the SSF members to maintain a harmonious adjustment between their duties and people's expectations. 

"Your success lies on ensuing top security through maintaining high level of professionalism keeping relations with people, not creating distance with them," she said. 

Reminding the members of the force about their social and family responsibility, the Prime Minister said, SSF members must be careful about good moral character, bond with family, discipline, honesty, dutifulness and humane virtues.

Director general of SSF Major General Sheikh Aman Hasan also spoke on the occasion. PM's advisor on defense affairs Major General (retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddiqui and Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman and senior civil and military officials were present.

Extending her greetings to the SSF members, the Prime Minister said, members of the force, since its inception, have been performing their duties with utmost competence and sincerity. 

She said, the allegiance of the force, professionalism and skill are praiseworthy which has also gained recognition from abroad. 

Members of the force with all reliability would render their service in future, she hoped.

Pointing out the steps taken by her government for development of the SSF, the Prime Minister said, her government during its last stint had made a separate firing range for better training of the SSF member, equipping them with sophisticated arms-ammunitions and devices.

Taking office in 2009, Sheikh Hasina said, her government has increased budget for SSF despite financial constrain. Steps were taken for better housing and other facilities for the SSF members. These amenities would further be expanded in future, she said.

The Prime Minister said, necessary infrastructures were developed to help the SSF personnel to acquire proficiency and keep them abreast with modern knowledge.

Highly sophisticated devices were procured for the force, giving its members with necessary training for their best use, she noted. She said, the nature and strategy of militancy and terrorism were changed across the globe.

Terrorists, wielding with modern technologies, can carryout their activities from any part of the world, creating a challenge to security, she said. 

"So we have undertaken multifaceted measures for enhancing the capacity of the SSF with acquisition of digital technology, so that SSF members can deal with any situation while providing physical protection to the VVIPs," she said. 

The Prime Minister said, a total of 173 SSF members have taken training from India, China, USA, UK, Thailand and other countries. For the first time, she said, the SSF has a female deputy director setting an example of women empowerment in the country. 

In this regard, the Prime Minister also highlighted the initiatives of her government taken for development of the Bangladesh Armed Forces saying her government is pursuing the same course that Father of the Nation had initiated to build a modern armed force.

"Bangabandhu had dreamt Bangladesh as a destination for military training and knowledge for other countries," she said.

To make the dream true, the National Defense College (NDC), Military Institute of Science and Technology (MIST) and many other institutions were established, where military officers from different countries are coming for higher studies and training, she said.

She said, military personnel from many countries have also showed their interest in studying professional courses in the training bureau of the SSF. In 2011, SSF has given training to 16 Palestinian security members, she said.

She hoped that devotion, sincerity, proper leadership and guidance would ensure continued progress of the SSF, and the force would be a glaring example of discipline, punctuality, fidelity and professional standard.

June 15, 2013

Opposition pushing country's nature towards risk: PM

Blasting the opposition for rampant cutting of trees in the name of movement, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said they are pushing the country's nature towards risk through destruction.

"They only know how to destroy instead of creation. They could not give anything, they only know looting," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating a three- month-long tree plantation drive of Bangladesh Krishak League (BKL) at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina also said the opposition only knows snatching the life of the people and trees. They cut 20,000 trees in the last few months in the name of movement, she said, adding the trees are not only giving shadow, they are also saving the life of the people by providing oxygen.

With BKL President Alhaj Motahar Hossain Mollah in the chair, the function was also addressed by Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Forests and Environment Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, former BKL President Alhaj Advocate Rahmat Ali, MP, BKL General Secretary Advocate Khandaker Shamsul Haque Reza and Environment and Forest Secretary Sakiruzzaman Saki.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni was also present at the function conducted by BKL Joint Secretary agriculturist Samir Chandra.

Later, the Prime Minister opened the tree plantation drive by planting a sapling on the Ganobhaban premises.

Sheikh Hasina said her previous government from 1996-2001 planted thousands of trees across the country to protect environment and maintain ecological balance. But after coming to power, the BNP-Jamaat Alliance government destroyed these trees, she said.

"After assuming office this time, we have planted a huge number of trees across the country. But the opposition is now engaged in cutting trees indiscriminately in the name of movement," she said.

The Prime Minister called upon the people to plant at least three trees---wood, fruit and medicinal. "Planting trees by the people is not enough, they will have to encourage the people in planting trees and carrying out massive campaign to this end," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken a plan to build a green belt from Cox's Bazar to Teknaf.

The Prime Minister said her government wants to build a prosperous country. For this, we are implementing the Vision 2021 Programme, she said.

"If we work together we would not have to beg, rather we could supply food to the developed countries. We do not want to live by taking aid or alms. we want to live with dignity on the world stage by keeping our head high."

Illustrating her government's different steps to ensure food security and make the country self-sufficient in food, Sheikh Hasina said the government has made special allocation for research in agri sector.

The Prime Minister also stressed the need for setting up food- processing industries across the country and increasing spice cultivation.

June 13, 2013

Discharge duties with legal and professional obligation, PM urges police

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asked the members of the police force to discharge their duties with utmost sincerity and honesty saying their any wrongdoing would not be acceptable.
"Members of the law enforcing agencies have to discharge their duties properly through maintaining all legal and professional obligations," she said adding as far as discipline is concerned, the government would adopt 'zero tolerance policy'.

Terming the police force as friends of the people, she said, maintaining law and order and social peace, containing terrorism and crimes are the sacred duty of the force.

"As officials of the republic, it is your sacred duty to always serve the people who come to you to take shelter," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing the passing out parade of the newly recruited Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) of the 30th BCS (police) batch at Bangladesh Police Academy here this morning.

To perform the duty, the Prime Minister said, the police personnel must be sharp, intelligent, patient and professional as well as should have human values.

"You will have to stand beside the imperiled people like a trusted friend and keep a sharp eye, especially for women and children so that no negligence is shown to them," she said.

On her arrival at the Police Academy, the Prime Minister was received by Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku, IGP Hasan Mahmud Khandakar and Principal of the Academy Nayeem Ahmed.

A total of 37 probationary ASPs completed one year course and took part in the parade. ASP Limon Roy conducted the parade as parade commander.

Among the trainees, Md. Shakil Ahmed took 'best in horsemanship' and Sheikh Md Abdullah bin Kalam took 'best in academic' and 'best man cup' from the Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called upon the new members of the police force to maintain the dignity of the oath they have taken on the passing day, and maintain transparency and accountability in every spheres of their working life.

She underscored the need for application of new technologies and achieving international standard by the force to identify the criminals and combat crimes.

"The police force has to apply modern tactics and technologies to combat international and regional militants, terrorist activists, cyber crime and money-laundering as the nature of crimes is rapidly changing across the world," she said.

Pointing out the reforms of the police force and other relating laws, the Prime Minister said, "I hope, the police force would be a real symbol of the people's expectation and play a pivotal role in eliminating crimes from the society to materialising the Vision 2021.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is now a role model in the world thanks to its impressive successes in the fields of agriculture, education, health, economy, ICT, communication, power and energy sector. "To retain the successes, the police force has also a role," she opined.

The Prime Minister said whenever Awami League got the responsibility for running the government, it worked for building a well-disciplined, responsible, accountable and pro- people police force.

Highlighting the government steps for the development of the police force, she said her government has formed industrial police, while the work on constitution of tourist police, campus police and marine police would complete soon.

"The work on formation of the National Police Bureau of Counter Terrorism unit to combat terrorist and militant activities is almost at final stage," she added.

Sheikh Hasina said the rank badge of IGP given by Father of the Nation has been reintroduced, while the IGP post got the status of senior secretary.

She said two grade-II posts have been created in the police force, while the posts of sub- inspectors and sergeants have been upgraded to class two from class three and the post of inspectors has been elevated to class one non-cadre post from class two.

She said after assuming office, the present government had decided to create 32,000 new posts including cadre and non- cadre for the police force. "As many as 27, 778 new posts including 500 cadre posts have already been created thus increased capabilities of providing service by the police manifold," she added.

Earlier, the Prime Minister was given a guard of honour by a smartly- turned out contingent of the police force. She reviewed the parade and took salute.

Later, the Prime Minister planted a sapling at the academy premises.

June 12, 2013

PM hands over cheques to BD Special Olympic Hockey Team

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today handed over cheques for Taka one lakh each to 17 players and officials of the intellectually-challenged Bangladesh Hockey Team who won gold medal in the Special Olympics World Winter Games.

The Prime Minister handed over the cheques for the amount to the players and officials of the team at a simple function at Gonobhaban here this morning.

PM' s Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters after the cheque hand over.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said her government has been implementing various programmes through the Social Welfare Ministry for the welfare of the people with disability. 

"We have established Jatiya Pratibondhi Kalyan Foundation to ensure overall welfare of the disabled people including the players," she added.

Bangladesh Special Olympic Hockey Team won the gold medal in the floor hockey event of the Special Olympics World Winter Games held in Pyeong Chong of South Korea in February beating Canada in the final by 2-0.

June 12, 2013

Don't deviate from democratic course, PM urges Khaleda Zia

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the opposition leader to stay in the democratic course, saying that she (Khaleda Zia) herself would benefit from it.

"I would like to tell the opposition leader to stay on the right track for maintaining smooth democratic trend in the country and don't deviate from it as you would benefit from it," she said.

The Prime Minister also said if the caretaker government assumes power again, it won't spare Khaleda Zia and she might have to go to the jail like the past.

"If the caretaker government comes to power there is no doubt that it won't spare Khaleda Zia as they would take tougher stand," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Naogaon district unit of the party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning. 

Reminding Khaleda Zia the torture and repression of the past caretaker government, the prime Minister said how she forgot the tyranny rule of the past caretaker government which threw her into jail and expelled her two sons from the country by giving a good beating.

She said the actors of the 'minus two formula' are still active and who has given the guarantee that the next caretaker government won't put the opposition leader in the jail again. 

Comparing the actors of the 1/11 with turtles, Sheikh Hasina said they are still active and they speak in loud voice on different occasions by raising their head and they later hide the heads like the turtles.

The Prime Minister reiterated her firm determination to hold the next elections as per the constitution.

"To continue uninterrupted democracy, the elections will have to be held as per the constitution presented by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Insha Allah the polls would be held on that way," she said.

AL Presidium Member Kazi Zafarullah and Satish Chandra Roy, PM's Advisor Dr Alauddin Ahmed, AL Joint Secretary Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and AL Organizing Secretary Ahmad Hossain and Office Secretary Abdul Mannan Khan were present, among others.
AL Deputy Office Secretary Mrinal Kanti Das conducted the view-exchange meeting hich was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.
The office-bearers of Naogaon district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Naogaon District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister mentioned that all the elections held in the last four and a half years of the present government were staged in a free, fair and neutral manner and none could raise any allegations about the polls.

"The winning of opposition candidates in the elections has proved that holding of a free, fair and neutral poll is possible under the Awami League government," she said.

The Prime Minister thanked opposition parliament members to return to parliament and participate in the city corporation polls.
"I would like to extend my thanks to the opposition for participating in the city corporation polls by acknowledging that polls are held in a free, fair and impartial manner under the AL government," she said.

Sheikh Hasina again criticized the opposition for withdrawal of its adjournment motion about the next elections in parliament. "The Business Advisory Committee (BAC) of the Jatiya Sangasad accepted their adjournment motion and had decided to hold discussion on it. But the opposition later withdrew their motion," she said.

Through this, she said, BNP has proved that they don't want discussion about the next elections in parliament.. they want only to create unrest in the country. "My question is that what they mainly want?," she posed a question.

Referring to the 'dark chapter' of repression and torture of the BNP-Jamaat Alliance Government, the Prime Minister said thousands of leaders and workers of Awami League were killed and tortured after the 2001 general elections.

"After the 2001 polls, over 25,000 people of Barisal fled their house and took shelter in Gopalganj following the brutal attacks of the BNP-Jamaat terrorists," she said.

She said the BNP-Jamaat cadres killed AL leaders and workers after beating with hammer and cutting tendon. 

Sheikh Hasina said AL after coming to power in 2009 did not take any revenge against BNP. "BNP could have vanished had we taken revenge against them," she said, adding rather the AL government had utilized its all strength for socioeconomic development of the country.

Pointing out the unbridled corruption and terrorism during the five-year rule of the BNP-Jamaat Alliance government, she said the people of the country do not want that the country becomes again a sanctuary of Bangla Bhai and the armed terrorists move freely across the country. 
Mentioning the violent acts of the opposition in the name of movement, the Prime Minister said the opposition leader feels extreme discomfort when the people of the country remain in peace.

In this connection, she said she offered dialogue to the opposition leader to resolve the country's political problems through discussion. "But instead, she (Khaleda Zia) issued 48-hour ultimatum to overthrow the elected government," she said.

The Prime Minister said General Zia, General Ershad and Khaleda Zia-all tried to eliminate Awami League but they failed as the root of the party is very deep.

Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security and women empowerment.

"When Awami League comes to power, the people get something, but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.
The Prime Minister also highlighted different progrmmmes taken for the development of Naogaon district.

She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government's successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level.

"You will have to work for the welfare of the people by further strengthening the organization," she said.
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