Dhaka, November 14, 2013
Cabinet members to remain in post until President sign their resignation files: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Thursday said that the cabinet members, who recently submitted their resignation to her, will remain in their posts until the President sign their files to make the posts vacant.
“The cabinet members just expressed their desire to resign by submitting their plea to the Prime Minister. A section of people is spreading confusion in this regard without being fully aware of the matter as they always do to confuse the people,” she said.
The Prime Minister made the observations while addressing a function at the Dhaka University Senate Hall after inaugurating the Bijoy Ekattor Hall, Shaheed Abul Khayer Bhaban, Bangabandhu Tower and residential building for senior teachers of the university.
Hasina said there will be a small cabinet naturally when the election will come nearer. “We could dissolve the entire, but I asked them (cabinet members) to submit their resignation and they have done that. This move evoked widespread criticism across the country.”
She mentioned that some people are saying that the posts of the cabinet members will be vacant as soon as they submit their resignation letter to the Prime Minister.
“But, unfortunately, they forget the role of the President in this regard. He also has a role to play,” the Prime Minister said, adding that the cabinet members will be in their respective posts until the President accepts their resignation.
She also mentioned that it was the sole jurisdiction of the Prime Minister to decide whom she will keep in her cabinet as this is the cabinet of the Prime Minister.
“If there is no Prime Minister, there will be no cabinet, but the Prime Minister has the power as per the Constitution to reshuffle the cabinet at any time,” Hasina said.
She mentioned that the Prime Minister will send the file to the President indicating which ministers will be relieved of their posts. “The Ministers will be in their posts until the President sign their files,” she said.
Mentioning the resignation of former State Minister for Home Affairs Sohel Taj, the Prime Minister said: “He resigned from his post, but I did not accept it (immediately). He was in his post until I accepted his resignation.”
She said that nothing has happened outside the Constitution as the cabinet members expressed their desire to resign by submitting their resignation to the Prime Minister.
About the Constitution amendment by the present government to ensure a smooth democratic process in the country, Hasina said the government did not want to give any chance to disrupt the country’s democratic process.

“We amended the Constitution to free ourselves from the martial law, quasi-martial law or military-backed government system. We had several such jolts in the past. We didn’t want to keep even a small hole for the undemocratic force to stage a comeback,” she said.
Univsity Grants Commission Chairman and former Dhaka University Vice-Chancellor Dr AK Azad Chowdhury and Dhaka University Vice-Chancellor Dr AAMS Arefin Siddique also spoke on the occasion.
Mongla, November 13, 2013

PM lays foundation stone of 50,000 MT capacity silo at Mongla
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid the foundation stone of a 50,000 MT capacity silo here, expressing the hope that it would play an important role in ensuring the country's food security.
With the completion of the silo, she said, the regional food security in the southwestern region of the country would be strengthened.
"It will also infuse dynamism into the work of the Mongla port and reduce wastage in unloading of foodgrains," she added. 
The Prime Minister said this while addressing a function after laying the foundation stone of the silo complex at Joymonirghol near the Mongla port.
With Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque in the chair, the function was also addressed by local parliament member Begum Habibunnahar and Food Secretary Mushfiqa Ifqat.

Senior Awami League leaders Amir Hossain Amu, MP, and Tofail Ahmed, MP, were present on the occasion, among others.
The Prime Minister said the capacity of government food godowns will be increased to21 lakh metric tons by 2015 and 30 lakh MT by 2021.
Sheikh Hasina said there was a worldwide food crisis when the present government took office in 2009. "The global meltdown also continued at that time," she said.
When the crisis prevailed, she said, the super cyclone Aila hit the southern region including Khulna and Bagerhat in May 2009. Though the loss of life was less, she said, houses and crops were damaged massively in the cyclone.
The Prime Minister said at that time the government had taken a plan that the country does not need to depend on other country for food. "For this reason, we have taken a plan for stocking the foodgrains side by side with producing foods," she said.
As part of the plan, she said, the government had taken initiatives to build food godowns to ensure food security.
Sheikh Hasina said the present government after taking office had taken massive programmes for the development of the agriculture sector.
The programmes, she said, included cutting prices of agri inputs including fertilizers, providing subsidy on fuel oil, disbursement of agri loan among the share cropers at nominal interest, allowing the farmers to open bank account at only Taka 10 and distribution of agri input assistance cards among the farmers.
The Prime Minister said due to these pragmatic programmes of the government, the production in agri sector has increased significantly.
"The production of the foodgrains has been boosted to 373 lakh metric tons in 2012-13 fiscal year from 333 lakh MT in 2008- 09 fiscal," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said there was no food crisis anywhere of the country in the last five years. "Monga (seasonal famine) has been eliminated from the northern region of the country," she said. 
The Prime Minister said poverty has been declined to a great extent thanks to achieving food security by the country.
Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken various steps for the development of Mongla Port. "We carried out dredging in the Pashur river and set up an EPZ in Mongla," she added.
The Prime Minister said the previous BNP-Jamaat government did not take any steps for the development of the port, rather it closed the port.

"When BNP comes to power, it knows only destruction...it could not build anything. It does not want development of the country, it wants to exploit the people," she said.

Highlighting her government's stunning success in different fields including agriculture, education, health, power, Sheikh Hasina said the aim of her government is to bring smiles on the faces of the common people.

"We want to build a hunger and poverty free prosperous and developed Bangladesh as dreamt by Bangabandhu," she said.
The Prime Minister said the government modernized and developed the Mongla port in such a way so that Nepal and Bhutan could use it.

About the construction of the Rampal coal-based power plant, she said with the construction of the plant, huge number of mills and factories will be built, generating employment and removing sufferings of the people.

The 50,000-MT capacity silo in Mongla is being constructed with the joint funding of Japan Debt Cancellation Fund and the Bangladesh government.

The silo is being constructed on 42.36 acre lands at Joymonirghat near Mongla port at a cost of Taka 536.78 crore. The department of food under the Food Ministry is implementing the project which is scheduled to be completed in June 2014.

Under the project, 30 silo bins having capacity of 50,000 MT, 1750 square metre access bridge and 4347 square metre jetty are being built.

Besides, most modern machinery like pneumatic unloader, bulk barge loader, bag barge loader, conveyor bridge, computerized weight machine, elevator, conveyor, begging plant and truck weigh bridge would be set up.

There are also arrangement of constructing silo of another 2.50 lakh MT capacity including expansion of jetty later.

Later, the Prime Minister addressed a meeting organized by Rampal upazila Awami league at Srifaltala Pilot high school ground.
With Sheikh Abdul Wahab, the acting president of upazila AL, in the chair, the rally was addressed by former Khulna mayor Talukdar Abdul Khaleq.

Rampal, November 13, 2013

PM backs coal-based power plant at Rampal

Disapproving the Rampal Coal-based power plant opponents, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated that her government will not do anything harmful for world's largest mangrove forests the Sundarbans.

Terming the opposing the power plant a conspiracy against development, she said, a section of people is habituated to conspiracy and they always spread fake information. 

Noting that the Sundarbans received the recognition of world heritage during the regime of Awami League, she said, 1320-MW coal-based power plant in Rampal, will bring no harm to the Sundarbans.

Addressing a mammoth public rally organized by local Awami League on Srifaltala High School Ground here, the Prime Minister urged the vested quarters not to create any obstruction to the power project through creating confusion among people.

Sheikh Hasina said, "Our aim is to work for the people. Seven more coal-fired power plants would be constructed in the country, the power plants would help eliminate sufferings of the people."

"With the implementation of the coal-based power plant in Rampal with the support of India, more industries and factories would be set up in the area creating more employment opportunities," she said.

The Prime Minister said, BNP-Jamaat clique familiarized Bangladesh in global arena as a country of militants during their tenure. They only know how to grab everything. They don't know how to give anything to people."

Highlighting various successes, development activities and achievements of the present government, the Prime Minister urged people for casting their vote for Awami League to reelect the party once again, and thus giving another chance to serve the nation.

Chaired by acting president of Rampal upazila Awami League Sheikh Abdul Wahab, former Khulna city corporation mayor Talukder Abdul Khaleq also spoke on the occasion. 

Mentioning the coal-based power plant in Dinajpur, she said, the 500-MW power plant is already in operation. Thousands of people are living safely in the surrounding areas and third phase of the plant would be set up very soon.

Regarding the propaganda of the vested quarters against Rampal power plant, the Prime Minister said, they issue fatwa sitting in Dhaka. I can't understand why their aggrieved with the project. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh unveiled the foundation plaque of Rampal power plant on October 5 last.
Prior to addressing the rally, the Prime Minister inaugurated a 200- seat female hostel of Sundarban Women Degree College, Muktijoddha Monument and Khulna 150-MW Power Plant.

She also laid the foundation stone of the academic building of Rampal Degree College, Mollikerber Government Primary School-cum-Cyclone Centre in Rampal upazila, Digraj Registered Primary School-cum- Cyclone Centre in Mongla upazila, Rampal Upazila Muktijoddha Complex, a 93-meter PSC Girder Bridge on Shelabunia-Baidyamari Bazar Road at Mongla Pourasabha, Annex Building of Rampal Upazila Complex, embankment rehabilitation work of Bagerhat Sadar and Rampal upazilas, integrated water management project of Bagerhat district, Upgradation of Khulna 150-MW Peaking Power Plant-II and 225-MW Combined Cycle Power Plant.
Bagerhat, November 13, 2013

BNP making secret attacks on innocent people: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said BNP is killing innocent people in clandestine attacks failing to muster public support for their demands and programmes.

"People didn't respond to their hartal. So, BNP has made common people hostage and is killing them by carrying out secret attacks, burning them alive and setting fire to public transports," she said.

"BNP through its barbaric attitude has proved that they are no more humans," the Prime Minister said while addressing a huge public meeting at Khan Jahan Ali Degree College Ground here today.

"If they are human beings, they would never carry out such dastardly attacks on people," she added.

Referring to her offer to sit for dialogue to settle the current political impasse, the Prime Minister said, "We believe in peace. So we have offered the proposal and urged her to call off hartal on the days of school examinations.

"But, it's a matter of great regret that Begum Zia didn't accept my request and continued hartal to destroy the academic life of the students as we are striving for giving them a peaceful academic atmosphere.

The Prime Minister said Awami League government has introduced the system of public examinations at primary and junior school level to remove the fear of the students of secondary school certificate (SSC) examinations. Public examinations at primary level and junior school level encouraged the students to carry out their studies more attentively for better result. As a result, pass rate in the SSC examinations has been improved, she said.

Sheikh Hasina opined that the opposition leader could not accept the progress of the students. That is why, she (Begum Zia) is enforcing hartal on every exam day to destroy their life, the Prime Minister said.

Awami League advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, Food Minister Abdur Razzaque, Sheikh Helaluddin, MP, general secretary of district unit of Awami League Sheikh Qamruzzaman Tuku, addressed the meeting, among others, while president of the unit Dr Mozammel Hossain, MP was in the chair.

Earlier, the Prime Minister opened the Meer Shakhawat Ali Dabu Bridge over the Baleswari River on Nazirpur-Kachua Road, DN Technical College-cum-Cyclone Centre, Bagerhat Pourasabha building, Regional Duck Hatchery, Bagerhat Marine Technology Institute, Shaheed Sheikh Fazlul Haque Moni Technical College in Kachua and Bangladesh Awami League office in Kachua upazila.

She also laid the foundation stones of the academic building- cum-examination centre of Government PC College, academic building of Kachua Degree College, Sheikh Helaluddin Degree College, Upazila Muktijoddha Complex of Signboard, Morelganj, Rayenda and Shrankhola, academic building of Rakhagachi Dakhil Madrasa in Bagerhat Sadar upazila, Kachua CS Pilot Model School Building, Kachuria Ideal Secondary School-cum- Multipurpose Cyclone Centre, KAASA Hamid High School, Aruadihi Multipurpose Cyclone Centre and Chader Hat Secondary Girls' High School-cum- Cyclone Centre.

The Prime Minister urged the Leader of the Opposition to refrain from trying to protect the war criminals. "Don't try to protect the war criminals, people will not accept it," she said.

Pointing out the steps taken by the present government for providing various support for the school students, the Prime Minister said, stipend, scholarship and free textbooks are being given so that poor families do not face any hurdle to educate their children.

The Prime Minister mentioned the academic background of Begum Zia and said, "Leader of the Opposition may want our children to follow her. That's why she is giving hartal on every examination day to defer the exams."

The Prime Minister said, the Awami League government in 1996- 2001 tenure made the mobile phone available for common people breaking the monopoly of the BNP beneficiaries.

"One of the BNP ministers was the owner of the sole mobile company, who had taken Taka 1.30 lakh for a phone set and charged Taka 10 for every minute of incoming or outgoing call," she said adding now people can afford a mobile phone at only Taka1000 or 1,200.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government waived taxes on computer and reduced the price of internet. Multimedia classrooms were set up in the schools making computer education compulsory up to secondary level. "Computer education will be made compulsory at primary level if we come to power again," she said.

The Prime Minister said, Awami League has established union service centres in all unions so that people get internet services from their home areas. From their home they now can find various information and job in the local and international market, and communicate with relatives abroad, she said.

"We have brought the world in the palm of the people, while BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat are misguiding people in the name of religion and burning the holy Quran," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat-e-Islam in the name of Islam burnt thousands of copies of the holy Quran. How a party worker who burned the holy Quran talks of Islam?" she asked.

The Prime Minister said, fire service stations are being constructed in every upazila. Vocational institutes and marine academy are also being set up so that youths can get job. A school and a college would be nationalized if her party comes to power again, she said.

Awami League could achieve the success, as the party believes in people's welfare and progress. Awami League gives people peace and prosperity. Rural people are getting healthcare service on their doorstep, she said.

Purchasing capacity of the people increased during the Awami League regime with the rise in income of the people, Sheikh Hasina said.

The Prime Minister said, BNP snatched peace from everyday life of the people. They let loose terrorism across the country giving indulgence to militants and making the whole country a safe haven of terrorists.

She expressed her firm resolve to build hunger and poverty free modern knowledge based and progressive Bangladesh by 2021 saying, "I have nothing to get. I want to materialize the dream of the Father of the Nation and for this I'm ready to make any sacrifice."

Dhaka, November 12, 2013

PM shocked at loss of life and property in Philippines typhoon

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed deep shock at the loss of life and property in a powerful typhoon that hit the Philippines.

In a condolence message sent to Filipino President Benigno Aquino III, the Prime Minister said: On behalf the people and the government of Bangladesh, I am profoundly shocked at the loss of life and property in the typhoon Haiyan."

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said Sheikh Hasina hoped that the Filipino government would be able to overcome the losses soon.

She also conveyed deepest condolences to the bereaved families of the deceased. 

Typhoon Haiyan - e of the most powerful storms on record o make landfall - swept through six central Philippine islands on Friday. 

Media reports said an estimated 10,000 people have so far died and more than 600,000 people were displaced in the typhoon.

Madaripur, November 12, 2013

Padma Bridge work to start this fiscal year: PM

Terming the Padma Multipurpose Bridge as a dream project of the nation, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her firm determination to start the work of the much-awaited bridge this fiscal year.

"The construction work of the main bridge would certainly begin this fiscal year Insha Allah to fulfill the long-cherished demand of the 21 southern districts," she said.

Sheikh Hasina announced that her government has taken a plan to construct an international airport on the western side of the Padma Bridge. "We have primarily selected Char Janajat for the project and a feasibility study is underway to this end," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating construction work of Janzira approach road, Mawa approach road and Service Area-2 of Padma Multipurpose Bridge at a function at Panchhar of Shibchar upazila.

Sheikh Hasina said a vested quarter which never wants prosperity and development of the nation and which always sees their own interest has made their frantic efforts to tarnish our image internationally through this project by raising false allegations of graft.

"But their conspiracies have failed as we have taken allout preparation to implement the project with our own funding," she said.

Not mentioning the name of anybody, the Prime Minister said an international organization had denied to provide its pledged fund for the project and tried to defame the country's image.

"The body first said corruption was committed in the project. When we challenged their allegations, then it said plots of graft were made, not corruption, in the mega project," she said.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina categorically said: "We have come to power to work for the people, not for graft. We have been working sincerely for the socioeconomic development of the country," she said.

The Prime Minister said the present government has allocated Taka 5000 crore in the current fiscal budget for the Padma Bridge project. She said a specialized army composite brigade has been constituted for implementation of the project. 

Pointing out the super structural design of the Padma Baridge, the Prime Minister said the bridge would have been constructed much earlier, had it been a simple design bridge. "The double decker bridge would be one of the superstructural infrastructure and picturesque installation in the world. So it requires more time," she said.

Highlighting massive development that took place in the last five years, Sheikh Hasina called upon the people to reelect Awami League government to complete the Padma Bridge and the international airport on the west side of the bridge.

Janjira approach include four-lane 10.5-kilometre duel carriageway, five bridges, 19 box culverts, eight road underpass, toll plaza and service area-3 while Mawa approach road include 1.61 km four-lane duel carriageway, Mawa side toll plaza and service area-1.

Under the service area-2 project, mosque, motel mess, resort reception building, supervision office, 30 duplex houses, overhead water tank, health centre, guard house, power sub- station and fire detection and fire fighting systems will be constructed.

The Prime Minister also inaugurated Upazila Complex Bhaban, a technical training centre for the disabled, upazila food godown, upazila fire service station, Shibchar Dada Bhai Upa- Shahar, Upazila Awami League Office, academic building of Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Girls High School, Nazem Khan Bridge over Beel Padma and Iliyas Ahmed Chowdhury (Dada Bhai) Poura Market.


Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism Faruk Khan, FBCCI president Qazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, whip and local MP Nur-e-Alam Chowdhury (Liton), central Awami League leader Abul Hasnat Abdullah and district administrator Miaz Uddin Khan, also spoke on the occasion.
Senior Awami League leaders Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan were present, among others, on this occasion.

Kotalipara, November 12, 2013

Khaleda stubborn not to join polls: PM 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said opposition leader Begum Khaleda Zia is obstinate to refrain from next general election due to what she called lack of any chance of vote rigging and grabbing power. 

"Begum Zia has become stubborn that she will in no way participate in the upcoming polls as there is no scope for capturing power and vote rigging," she told a mammoth public rally here this afternoon.

Mentioning that Awami League does not believe in vote rigging, she said vote belongs to people and "we have established democracy and ensured that public representatives would be elected through ballot."
Sheikh Hasina said her government has brought the 15th amendment to the constitution so that none can grab power by violating the constitution. "We have amended the martial law ordinances that were cancelled by the High Court," she said.

Kotalipara Upazila Awami League arranged the public rally at Talimpur Telihati High School Ground at Hangarhat on the occasion of inauguration and laying foundation stones of a number of development projects. 

AL advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed and Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, AL presidium member Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim and religious affairs secretary Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, among others, spoke at the rally, chaired by general secretary of kotalipara Upazila Awami League SM Humayun Kabir.

The Prime Minister said over 6,000 elections were held in a free, fair and neutral manner in the last five years of the present government. "As many as 64,023 public representatives were elected through those polls and a single allegation was not raised about the polls," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP candidates won most of the city corporation polls. But she wondered how the main opposition can say that vote rigging took place in those polls.

"So I would ask the opposition leader whether her candidates won those elections through vote rigging. You will have to answer this question," she said.

Mentioning again her invitation to the opposition leader to Ganobhaban for discussion and having dinner, the Prime Minister said she requested Begum Zia to call off hartal and not to kill the people through burning. 

"I requested her to say whatever she had to say at the discussion, but not to inflict pain on the students, and allow them to sit for examinations," she said.

"But she did not pay heed to my request and continued to call hartal one after another."

The Prime Minister said: "How is it possible for a Muslim to burn another Muslim to death? The BNP-Jamaat cadres are killing people by dragging them out of buses. They burn the sleeping people. They kill the children who move with their parents by pouring petrol," she said.

"What type of cruelty it is? What kind of human being they are? Had they any kindness, they could not commit such heinous crimes," she continued.

Sheikh Hasina also criticized the opposition leader for delay in receiving her phone call. "I had made several attempts to reach Khaleda Zia over phone on October 26. But she told my personal staff she won't be ready to receive the phone call until 9 pm," she said.

"What does she mean by preparation to receive the phone call? I won't see her face in the phone. Why 9 pm will be needed?" she asked.

Blasting the BNP-Jamaat government for unleashing terrorism and corruption, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh was turned into a safe haven for terrorists and corrupt people during their five-year rule.

She said the BNP leader herself whitened her black money by paying fine, while her two sons siphoned off crores of taka abroad. "We have already brought back a huge amount of laundered money. We will also bring back the money that we have found," she said.

Highlighting her government's tremendous success in different fields like agriculture, education, health, electricity and food security, the Prime Minister said the aim of her government is to build Bangladesh as a prosperous and developed country by ensuring the welfare of the people.

"We have been working tirelessly to bring smiles on the faces of the common people by ensuring their social and food security. We have also been working so that people can eat filling their stomach and lead a better life," she said.

Urging the people to reelect the Awami League in the next elections, the Prime Minister said she will continue her stride to change the lot of the people.

"I seek your doa and blessings so that I could bring smiles on the faces of the common people," she said, adding she would shed her blood like Bangabandhu, if needed, to establish the rights of the people.
Sheikh Hasina reiterated her firm determination to complete the trial of war criminals and execute the verdicts. "The trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity would be finished like Bangabandhu Murder Case and BDR Mutiny case," she asserted. 

From the meeting venue, the Premier inaugurated Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear Agriculture (BINA), academic building of Sheikh Hasina School and College, Agriculture Weather Laboratory, Muktijoddha Complex Bhaban, Women Cricket Stadium, Sheikh Moni Stadium Hostel Bhaban, academic building of Sheikh Lutfor Rahman Adarsha Government College, Pinjuri Union Parishad Bhaban, Ramshil Union Parishad Bhaban, Gopalpur Bridge, Muktijuddha Smriti Jadughar of Hemayet Bahini, Kotalipara Upazila Parishad Bhaban, Fire Service and Civil Defence Station, new building of Kotalipara Sub-registrar Office, Agrani Bank Dangar Char branch and Gopalganj-kotalipara-Paisarhat road.

She also laid foundation stones of the academic buildings of Sheikh Russell College, Qazi Montu College, Ramshil College, Sheikh Hasina Adarsha College, Muktijoddha Complex Building, Amtali Union Parishad Complex and Bandarabari Union Parishad Building.
Dhaka, November 12, 2013

Bangladesh touches 10,000-MW generation milestone
Bangladesh, starving for less than 4,000 megawatt electricity only five years back, today celebrated touching the milestone of power generation capacity of 10,000-MW with a grand and cheerful jubilation.

The celebration was launched this evening with a spectacular fireworks and laser show at picturesque Hatirjheel Lake, enjoyed by thousands of people.

The lake, meticulously designed with bridges, overpasses, walkways and lake flows in the heart of the city took a different look during the dazzling fireworks.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina switched on the celebration titled Alok Utsob (Light Festival) from Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC) along with inauguration of the Jatiya Biddyut Saptaha-2013.

Opening the celebration, the Prime Minister said, "It's a joyous day for us. It's a successful and historic day for our government. It's a day of setting milestone and materializing our commitment to the people".

In the election manifesto, she said, the government had made a commitment to enhance the country's power generation capacity to 7,000 MW by 2013. "Today we are producing more than our target, making the country free from load-shedding."

"Eight more plants with capacity of producing 760 MM power would go for commissioning by January 24 next, when the present government will fulfill its five-year tenure, she said.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, PM's energy advisor Dr. Towfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury, state minister for power Enamul Haque, Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Subid Ali Bhuiyan, ERD secretary Abul Kalam Azad, energy secretary Habibur Rahman Khan and power secretary Monwar Islam also spoke on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said a total of 57 power plants were constructed in the country during the tenure of the present government while 33 more are now under construction.

"Tender documents are being processed for 20 plants. Now per capita power generation capacity of the country rose to 321 kilowatt compared to 220 kilowatt in 2009," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said despite adverse criticism the government continued its efforts with patience to make the country self- reliant in electricity. "We have proved that 'Icche Thakle Upay Hoi' (where there's a will there's a way)," she said. The Prime Minister thanked all concerned for the astonishing success in the power sector. "The finance minister did not hesitate to pump out money in this sector," she said. 

Later, she inaugurated payment of bills of Palli Bidyut subscribers through SMS.
Khagrachari, November 11, 2013

PM expresses annoyance over frequent hartal

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina once again expressed her annoyance over frequent hartal that causes widespread suffering to common people, while the opposition leader enjoys comfort in her home.

"BNP believes in politics of destruction. They don't know the language of peace, they are familiar with the politics of weapons. BNP is only qualified for corruption and urder," she added. 

Sheikh Hasina was addressing a huge public meeting organized by Khagrachari district unit of Awami League at Khagrachari Stadium here today after inaugurating a number of development projects and laying foundations of some new ones.

"The opposition party is creating trouble for people, but, what are they attaining by this? The activities of the opposition ruined peace in public life."

The Prime Minister said her government has taken measures so people can elect their representatives according to their choice in the next elections.

Awami League advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, state minister for CHT Affairs Dipankar Talukder addressed the meeting, among others, while president of the unit and chairman of Khagrachari Zila Parishad Pujendra Lal Tripura was in the chair.

The Prime Minister said the Leader of the Opposition is enforcing hartal day after day aimed at protecting the war criminals. "But I want to make it clear that none will be allowed to play ducks and drakes with the fate of the nation," she said. 

"Bangladesh will not be a safe haven for the war criminals. Their trial will continue and one day the verdicts against the war criminals would be executed," she said. 

Earlier, from the meeting venue the Prime Minister inaugurated the Armed Police Battalion Barrack Bhaban, a 1000-MT food godown, Bhaibone Chhara Bridge, met office, Muktijoddha Complex, academic buildings of Khagrachari Government College and Mohalchhari School, Khagrachari Hill District Council Community Centre-cum-Training Centre, Khagrachari Police Lines School building, a dormitory of Marma Unnayan Sangsad at Pankhaiya Para under Sadar upazila, Alok Nabo Graha Dhatuchaitya Buddhist Temple and Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute.
She also laid the foundation stones of a grid sub-station, a fire service station at Dhighinala, Taindong Asrayan Project and the Chief Judicial Magistrate Court building.

Pointing out the government steps for execution of the CHT Peace Treaty, the Prime Minister said, her government is committed to full implementation of the treaty. 

"So far 55 clauses of the treaty out of 77 were implemented. The CHT land law will be executed after its necessary amendment," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government after taking office in 1996, had initiated signing of the CHT Peace Treaty aimed at establishing peace in the region.

"The rebels also set example by surrendering their weapons," she said adding the treaty helped around 62,000 refugees to return home.

The Prime Minister said, most of the refugees were rehabilitated and they were given job in various law enforcing agencies. The peace treaty has brought peace and development in the CHT region, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, development works of around Taka 1,500 crore were implemented in the hill areas during the tenure of the present government. 

People have got peace and development as they gave vote to Awami League. Awami League, if reelected, would do everything for prosperity of the hill districts, she said.

The Prime Minister said, her government, during its last tenure, established a university in Rangamati. Another university will be established in Khagrachari if her party can come to power again, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, her government has promoted solar panel to reach power to every house in the hilly region in addition to development of communication system.

She said, steps were also taken for development of tourism industries while cultural centre was constructed for cultural promotion. Special measures were taken for proper marketing of the handicrafts and vegetables of the region, she said. 

The Prime Minister assured that the gas reserve of Manikchhari would be used for development of the region and pragmatic steps would be taken for development of small and medium industries in future.

Dhaka, November 10, 2013

I want peace, not prime ministership: Sheikh Hasina
Expressing serious anguish and sorrow over the destructive politics of the opposition, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said she wants peace, not the job of Prime Minister. 
"I cannot tolerate the sufferings of the people. I want peace and development of the people, not the job of prime minister," she said. 

The Prime Minister said BNP and Jamaat cadres are now burning the people to death in the name of hartal. "Believe me, I feel so much pain, when I see the way the people is being burnt by the BNP-Jamaat cadres. It seems at that time I don't need the prime ministership," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said this while addressing the national conference of khatibs and best trained imams at Bangabandhu international conference centre here this morning.
State minister for religious affairs Advocate Shahjahan Mia presided over the function, while Religious Affairs Secretary Kazi Habibul Awal gave the address of welcome.

Shamim Mohammad Afzal, Director General of Islamic Foundation, Moulana Md Nizamuddin Nomani, the best trained Imam at the national level, and Moulana Jalaluddin Qauderi, convenor of the National Khatib Conference, also spoke at the function.

The Prime Minister said the BNP and Jamaat cadres are burning the sleeping people to death by pouring petrol and such kind of oppression on people could not be tolerated. 

"The BNP-Jamaat cadres laugh seeing the burning people," she said referring to 15-year-old Monir Hossain who was killed in BNP- Jamaat brutality during recent hartal.

Sheikh Hasina again mentioned that she requested Begum Zia over phone on October 26 to call off hartal. But the opposition leader turned down her (Sheikh Hasina) proposal, she said.

Turning to the war crimes trial issue, the Premier alleged that the BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat have become desperate to thwart the trial of the war criminals. 

"This trial should go on for the welfare of the human being. as those war criminals committed genocide, arson, violating our mothers and sisters. Their trial must be held on the soil of Bangladesh," she asserted. 

Terming Islam as a religion of peace, the PM said there is no place for terrorism and militancy in it. Sheikh Hasina called upon the Alem, Ulemas, Khatibs and Imams to beware of those who are out to malign Islam through their ill attempts to turn it into a religion of militancy and unleash atrocities on people.

She also urged the religious leaders to create awareness among the youths and their parents about the destructive impacts of drug addiction.

About the steps the government has taken for the development of Madrasa education, the Prime Minister said there are two types exist in the country's Madrasa education -- one is Alia and another is Quomi.
She said the students who pass from the Alia madrasa are getting scopes of government jobs as Alia education programme is recognised by the government. But, the Quomi students are deprived of the government jobs as there is no government recognition to their certificates.

"That is why we've taken initiatives for bringing the Quomi Madrasa education under the government certificates. Some are explaining it in wrong way", she said.

"Our aim is so that the students who pass from Quomi madrasa can get jobs in public and private sectors as well as abroad. But, it would not be made mandatory and none will be forced to accept it," she added.

The Prime Minister said the role of Alem Ulemas in preaching and expansion of Islam is undeniable. They have been performing this responsibility as 'Waresatul Ambia' for ages.

"They used to call upon the people in way of 'Hedayet' if they see any inconsistency in society. But, the way of this invitation has now become almost confined. Many of them are now playing with the differences between believers and atheists by shifting from the way," she said. 

She said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat have become desperate together to stop trial of war criminals. "The trial of war criminals was one of our commitments in the election manifesto and we will execute the trial at any cost," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said there is no place of falsehood in Islam. "But, a vested quarter is resorting to propaganda against Awami League. They burn the holy Quran, vandalize mosques and kill people in the name of religion," she said adding, "The holy Islam does not approve such type of work."

The Prime Minister said such type of false propaganda always exists against Awami League. But, the victory of falsehood does not happen always, she added. 

"It is now clear to the people the real development of Islam is made by Awami League and I believe that the patriotic people would make us victorious by casting vote again," she said seeking cooperation of all to this end.

Listing various steps for the welfare of Islam, she said the present government has digitized Al Quran including translation and pronunciation of Arabic, Bengali and English. "We've passed the Islamic Arabic University Bill in the Jatiya Sangsad for establishing an Arabic University," she said.
The Prime Minister said initiatives have been taken to constitute a 'Fatwa Board' at national level to implement the Supreme Court verdict regarding Fatwa. "Leading Alem, Ulema, Mufti and Mufassirs of the districts will be incorporated in it," she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said the previous Awami League government had started work on constructing a Minaret for raising beautification and expansion of Baitul Mukarram National Mosque, but the BNP- Jamaat government after coming to power stopped that work.

She said after assuming office this time the present government completed the work for expansion of the mosque and the minaret. "We'll also build the minaret situated in the north-east corner of the mosque," she added.

The Prime Minister said the present government framed the National Hajj Policy 2010 for smooth Hajj Management. "The money of house rent of the hajj pilgrims was embezzled during the rule of the BNP-Jamaat government. The money of Jakat fund was also misappropriated at that time," she mentioned. 

She said overall Hajj activities have been brought under digital technologies adding, "We've rented a plaza at Jeddah Hajj Terminal since 2011 for mitigating the sufferings of the hajj pilgrims," Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh earned praises from the Saudi government by securing first place in hajj management among the South Asian countries in 2010 and in 2011. "The number of hajj pilgrims increased to 1,22,958 in 2012 from only 47,983 in 2006," she said.

She said her government has constructed academic buildings of 1,000 madrasas for development of madrasa education and introduced honours courses in 80 madrasas. "We would built a central mosque with modern facilities in every district and upazila headquarters if we're given responsibility of running the government again, Insha Allah," she said. 

Earlier, the Premier distributed awards to the best trained imams at national, divisional and district level and the winners of children's and juvenile's cultural competition.

Baralekha, Moulavibazar, November 9, 2013

BNP doesn't understand democracy language: PM

Blaming and blasting BNP for unleashing terrorism and anarchy, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the party does not understand the language of democracy, it understands well how to kill and torture people.

"BNP was born from the pocket of a military dictator who grabbed power through coup and plot and violating the constitution. That's why the party does not understand the language of democracy, what it understands well is killing people by torturing and burning," she said.

The Prime Minister said when BNP comes to power, doomsday appears in the country, the people die undergoing intense suffering and the BNP men get bloated like banana trees.

"When the BNP comes to power, they cannot change the lot of the people, they only know looting the property of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this while addressing a mammoth public rally organized by Barolekha Upazila Awami League at Barolekha Degree College Ground here this afternoon.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, AL Advisory Council Members Amir Hossain Amu and Suranjit Sengupta, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, AL Organizing Secretary Misbahuddin Siraj and Chief Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad and Moulvibazar District AL President Vice- Principal Abdus Shahid also spoke at the rally with Barolekha Upazila AL President Md Shahabuddin in the chair.

Earlier, the Prime Minister arrived here to inaugurate and lay the foundation stones of a number of development projects.

Coming down heavily on the opposition leader for enforcing hartal during the junior certificate (JSC) examinations, Sheikh Hasina posed a question to her as to what she achieved by enforcing hartal.

"Before November 4, I requested Begum Zia not to throw hartal and let the children allow to sit for exams. But turning down my request, she declared hartal from Nov 4, the day the JSC exams were scheduled to begin," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said by enforcing hartal, Begum Zia did not give anything to the people except killing of people and children and claiming their blood through burning. 

"She is a mother ... did it not struck her mind that she should not disturb the children, rather she should make arrangement so they can sit for the exams peacefully," she said.

The Prime Minister mentioned the brutal killing of 15-year-old Monir Hossain in Gazipur and Shumi and her grandmother (dadi) in Joydevpur by the pro-hartal activists of BNP and Jamaat.

"Monir Hossain along with his father came out of their house to go to Dhaka from Gazipur by their covered van. But the BNP-Jamaat cadres burnt Monir Hossain to death by torching their vehicle," she said.

When Monir was burning and crying in their vehicle, the BNP-Jammat men were laughing standing beside the vehicle. "Could you think what type of 'jalem' they are? Are they human being?" she said.

The Prime Minister said, "Can anyone believe that a Muslim can burn another Muslim to death?

Sheikh Hasina said joining hands with BNP, Jamaat and Hefazat men are burning the people to death. "How those who burn the people and torch the holy Quran will 'hefazat' (protect) Islam?" she asked the people.

The Prime Minister said the opposition leader cannot do anything except killing, arson and vandalism. "Burning people and torching rail, bus, truck, CNG are their only work. They could do nothing except destruction and looting money and property of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said they do not want people to remain in peace and the children pass exams. "They want the nation and the people to remain illiterate," she said.

Urging the people to reelect Awami League, the Prime Minister hoped that the people would cast vote her party again as huge development takes place when it comes to power. 

She highlighted her government's stunning successes in the fields of agriculture, food security, health, education, information technology and power.

She said the aim of the present government is to build Bangladesh as a developed and prosperous country by 2021. "We want people to live in peace and lead a better life," she said.

On the other hand, she said, when BNP comes to power, the party men amass wealth through corruption and money laundering.

The Prime Minister said Begum Zia herself whitened her black money by paying fine, while her two sons siphoned off crores of taka abroad.

She said Khaleda Zia and two sons embezzled the money of an orphanage and orphans. "The opposition leader does not appear in court in fear of punishment as thieves think police are coming (chorer mone police police)," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also highlighted the steps taken for the welfare of the tea garden workers. "She said Bangabandhu had given citizenship to the tea garden workers in 1954 when he was a minister and we have ensured all facilities including education and health apart from raising their daily allowances," she said.

About the ongoing trial of war criminals, the Prime Minister said: "We have started the trial of war criminals. The tribunals have begun delivering verdicts, and Insha Allah the judgements would be Executed," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also mentioned various steps taken for the development of greater Sylhet region.

The steps, she said, including resumption of Dhaka-London direct flights, launching direct hajj flights from Sylhet, setting up a tea auction centre at Srimangal, introduction of Kulaura-Shahbazpur railline and taking special projects for development of haor and baor including Hakaluki.

Dhaka, November 7, 2013

Invitation still open, PM tells trade body leaders

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today told the trade bodies' leaders that her invitation to Opposition Leader Begum Khaleda Zia to discuss on current political issues is still open.

"There is no need of giving any fresh date. My invitation remains standby. She (Begum Zia) can come anytime declaring that she would give people rid of hartal" she said.

The leaders of the trade bodies led by President of Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) Qazi Akram Uddin Ahmed called on her as part of their initiative to bring both government and opposition parties across the table to resolve the current political stalemate.

"We always agree to reach a consensus with the opposition. In view of this, the parliament session is being extended with a hope that they would join the session and place their proposal," the Prime Minister said.

In addition, I unilaterally made phone call to her for dialogue what she outright rejected through enforcing hartal and killing 20 to 25 innocent people," the Prime Minister said, adding "Now who will take the responsibility of those helpless people. The leader of the opposition must give this answer."

As the business leaders sought a specific date from the PrimeMinister for meeting with the Opposition Leader, the Prime Minister said, "There is no need of giving date, my door is always open."

"I was insulted once by calling her. Now who will take the responsibility if you, the business leaders, can not make her agree to come for a dialogue," said the Prime Minister.

About the request of the business leaders to resume the dialogue at least at party's general secretary level, Sheikh Hasina said, "Our general secretary is always ready and have the authority to give any decision. But, on behalf of them (BNP) who will give decision as the secretary general is still 'acting'.

Expressing her firm conviction to uphold the constitutional process, the Prime Minister said, the present government has amended the constitution to stop any illegal usurp to power.

The next election will be held as per constitution, she said, adding, rather, the election might be uncertain for a long period if any non- party caretaker government takes power. In that case, the countrymen will have to suffer more, she added.

The Prime Minister said, her party always wants a fair atmosphere and election be held in a peaceful situation. "For this, we have already manifested our sincerity following all democratic norms and principle," she said.
"But, how long you can go with one who always is out to annihilate you," she questioned saying "What will be your attitude to a person who give indulgence to the killers of your, parents, bothers, sisters."
Forgetting all odds, Sheikh Hasina said, "I called her on my own. But, the countrymen know what reply I have got from her."

About the demand of the opposition leader for a government without Sheikh Hasina, the Prime Minister said, "the opposition leader may suffer from disappointment as they could not kill me despite repeated attempts."

The Prime Minister reminded the business leaders that state power was never transferred peacefully in Bangladesh after 1975 except in 2001 when Awami League was in power.

"We want to put in place such a political system where the power will be transferred peacefully from one political government to another under a democratic process. We have fought for long time for such a system," she said.

Former presidents of FBCCI Abdul Awal Mintoo, Yusuf Abdullah Harun, Mir Nasir Hossain, Anisul Haque, AK Azad, president of BGMEA Atiqul Islam, president of BTMEA Jahangir Alam, presidents of different trade bodies from different districts and directors of FBCCI were present.

The Prime Minister assured the business leaders of extending all support from the government for shipment of their cargos to Chittagong port during hartal. "If necessary, arrangement will be taken for sending consignments in air-force cargo," she said.

At the beginning, business leaders highlighted the support the present government has given for boosting and liberalizing the trade, business and investment in the country. The booming economy is now under threat because of political turmoil, they said.

Dhaka, November 7, 2013

PM opens Pangaon Container Terminal

The much-awaited Pangaon Inland Container Terminal (ICT) started its journey today opening up a new horizon in container transportation on waterways and fulfilling the demand of the business people.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina opened the Pangaon ICT on the bank of the Buriganga River at Pangaon in South Keraniganj here this afternoon.

With Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan in the chair, the function was also addressed by local MP Nasrul Hamid Bipu and Shipping Secretary Syed Mazurul Islam.

AL Advisory Council Members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed and Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on the Shipping Ministry Nur-e-Alam Liton Chowdhury were present on the occasion, among others.

Earlier, the Prime Minister opened the terminal by unveiling its plaque and releasing pigeons and balloons.

She also witnessed the unloading of the maiden container at the terminal by mobile harbour crane.

Inaugurating the Pangaon ICT, Sheikh Hasina said with the opening of the terminal export and import will be boosted to a great extent. The consumers will benefit massively due to inauguration of the terminal as transportation cost by road is higher, she said.

The Prime Minister said the business people will get a huge benefit in transportation of export import goods through the terminal during the hartal.

She said her government has taken steps to open the country's third seaport on Paira river at Ramnabad in Patuakhali. The process for constructing a deep seaport in the country is underway.

"The aim of the government is to take the country forward further," she said.

Terming the river routes as important, Sheikh Hasina said the government is dredging the rivers to maintain their navigability. We have started capital dredging, while maintaining dredging will be done later, she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has digitized the Chittagong port for raising its efficiency. "We are constructing ships and ferries to make the country self-reliant in the sector," she said.

Shipping Ministry sources said Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA) and Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) jointly built the terminal at a cost of Taka 154.08 crore.

Three vessels - Pangaon Express, Pangaon Success and PangaonVision - have already been procured from China at a cost of Taka 50 crore to operate the terminal. Each vessel can carry 128 containers (twenty-foot equivalent units or TEUs).

Officials said the terminal will help reduce goods carrying cost from Chittagong and Mongla, and ease traffic pressure on Dhaka-Chittagong and Dhaka-Khulna highways. The government has given approval to build 30 vessels to carry goods through the terminal.

Two container-filled vessels can be berthed at a time at its jetty. The 2,400-TEU capacity terminal can handle 1.16 lakh TEU containers annually.

Officials said all facilities including the RCC jetty, the marshalling yard, office buildings, the gate house, the container-freight station workshop for repairing machinery, the 500-km connecting road and two RCC bridges have been built. In addition, a culvert has been constructed and container handling machinery has been installed.

Of the total number of containers released from the Chittagong port, 70 percent travel to Dhaka and Narayanganj. Only 10 percent of these containers come by train, while the rest are transported by road, which is more expensive and creates traffic congestion. Around Taka 21,000-22,000 is needed to carry each container from Chittagong to Dhaka by road, against around Taka 8,500 per container by waterways.

The CPA-funded project was scheduled to begin in July 2005to be completed by June 2007. The project deadline was extended in 2007, 2009, 2010 and 2011 because of bureaucratic tangles and the tardy approach by the contractors, the sources said.

The Pangaon ICT has been built on 64 acres of BIWTA land along the river Buriganga in Pangaon. RCC yards, jetties and sheds were constructed on 35 acres of land, while bank protection works and roads were built on 29 acres.

More than 10 lakh TEUs of containers are handled at Chittagong port annually. Of them, only 10 percent can be taken to the lone Inland Container Depot (ICD) at Kamalapur in Dhaka by rail.

Keraniganj, November 7, 2013

Join talks shunning path of destruction: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today repeated her call to the opposition leader to shun the path of destruction and join dialogue to hold the next elections in a peaceful manner. 

"We want to hold elections with the participation of all political parties. Stop killing innocent people in the name of movement to protect the war criminals. Come for discussion and let people live in peace," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a huge public meeting at Freedom Fighter Nurul Islam Commander Chattar at Kadamtali here. 
Sheikh Hasina said BNP will not be able to save war criminals. "The verdict against war criminals would be executed, Inshallah," she asserted. 

Urging the people to vote for Awami League in the next election, the Prime Minister said: "Cast your vote for Awami League if you want peace for yourself and your children."

PM's son and eminent IT expert Sajeeb Wazed Joy, AL advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, state minister for law Advocate Quamrul Islam and local MP Nasrul Hamid Bipu, also spoke, among others, while president of Keraniganj thana unit of Awami League Iqbal Hossain was in the chair. 

The Prime Minister said: "We have to ensure that none can give our national flag to the hand of war criminals."

Urging the people to vote for Awami League once again, Sheikh Hasina said the country has witnessed massive success in every sector as Awami League is in power. 

"Awami League gives people peace and prosperity, while BNP snatches peace from public life in collusion of the war criminals," she said. 

Highlighting the successes of the country in various sectors, the Prime Minister said millions of children of poor families are now getting the opportunity of education, while rural people are getting healthcare service on their doorstep.

She said people now could have two square meals a day as the Awami League has made the country self-reliant in food production. "Purchasing capacity of the people has increased during the tenure of our government," she said. 

The Awami League chief said Begum Zia does not want peace, rather she believes in terrorism. "At her directives, the Hefajat men burnt thousands of copies of the holy Quran on May 5 in the capital," she said, posing a question if any Muslim could burn so many copies of the holy Quran? 

About her dialogue offer to the opposition leader, Sheikh Hasina said she made several attempts to reach her over telephone. "I made the phone calls to her considering the extreme sufferings of the students, business people and commoners," she said.


"But she (Khaleda Zia) could not receive her phone calls. She told my staff that she won't be able to receive her phone call until 9 pm as she won't be ready by that time," she said. 

"How will she (Begum Zia) run the country if she needs 9 pm to get ready?" she questioned.

The Prime Minister said turning down her proposal for dialogue, the opposition leader is claiming the lives of children from the lap of the mothers by enforcing hartal.
She said the opposition is killing people through torching and "they (opposition) are laughing by seeing the dead bodies." 

"Begum Zia will have to take responsibility of the killing of 20 innocent people through hartal. She only likes dead bodies and the war criminals," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, "Khaleda Zia's head has turned dull as the government has started trial of war criminals."

She reiterated her firm determination to complete the trial of the 1971 culprits. "We have started the trial of war criminals. Tribunals has begun delivering verdicts and the judgements would be executed, Insha Allah," she said.

About the trial of BDR mutiny, the Prime Minister said it has been possible as Awami League is in power. The verdicts would also be executed, she said. 

Blasting the past BNP-Jamaat government for its unbridled corruption and terrorism during its five-year rule, Sheikh Hasina said they could not present anything to the people except terrorism, militancy and graft. 

"Our heads go down in shame due to limitless corruption and terrorism committed by the BNP-Jamaat alliance government," she said. 

The Prime Minister said the BNP leader herself whitened her black money by paying fine, while her two sons siphoned off money abroad that tarnished the image of the country. 

"We have brought back that laundered money from abroad," she added. 

Sajeeb Wazed Joy hoped that the people would reelect Awami League by giving mandate to the party. "I have firm belief that Bangladesh would be turned into Malaysia and Thailand if the present trend of development continues," he said. 

Coming down heavily on the past BNP-Jamaat alliance government, the eminent IT expert said terrorism, corruption and loadshedding will return if they come to power again. 

Joy said the country witnessed massive development in power and information technology sectors in the last four years and 10 months of the present government.

"But BNP did nothing for the country other than killing, terrorism and bomb blasts," he said.

Earlier from the meeting venue, the Prime Minister inaugurated the work on Shubhadda Canal re-excavation and embankment protection, renovation of Natun Rastarchar School and College, Banda Dakpara Primary and Secondary School.
She also laid the foundation stones of Jinjira Convention Centre, extension work of Keraniganj Mohila Degree College, stadium at Teghoria BD ground, indoor stadium at Agangar, Dolleshwar Hanafia Jame Mosque, new building of Chanditala Temple, Muktijoddha complex on Keraniganj upazila complex premises.

Dhaka, November 6, 2013

US wants free, fair polls in Bangladesh

The United States wants free, fair, credible and participatory elections in Bangladesh but it does not support any violence in any circumstances.

The visiting US Congressman and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Sub-committee of the US House on Asia and the Pacific, Steve Chabot, expressed this view when he called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office here this morning.

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

The US congressman termed the existing ties between Bangladesh and the USA as excellent and hoped that it would further be strengthened in the days to come.

In response, the Prime Minister said her government wants to maintain the continuity of democratic process as desired development of the country could not be possible without it.

In this context, she mentioned her phone call to the leader of the opposition for the dialogue to solve the problems but she said Begum Khaleda Zia did not respond to theoffer. As a result over 20 innocent people were killed during the hartal, she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said the Election Commission is thoroughly independent and strong and mentioned that about 6,000 elections were held in a free, fair and neutral manner without any interference of the ruling party.

"Opposition candidates won in many cases and there were no allegations about the poll results," she said, expressing hope that the next general elections will also be held neutrally and peacefully in the country.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina mentioned the election violence during the BNP-Jamaat alliance government saying that over 200 people were killed in the violence during union parishad polls at that time. 

She said the judiciary is fully independent, so there is no scope of any interference by anybody.

The Prime Minister said the image of the country was tarnished during the five-year rule of the BNP-Jamaat government as Bangladesh was turned into a safe haven for terrorists and militants.

In this regard, she mentioned synchronized bomb blasts at 500 places of 63 districts across the country in 2005, the grisly grenade attack on an Awami League rally on August 21 in 2004, the grenade attack on UK High Commissioner Anwar Chowdhury and killing of veteran politicians like Shah AMS Kibria and Ahsanullah Master. 

But she said her government brightened and restored the image of the country by containing militancy and terrorism with an iron hand during the last four years and 10 months.

Sheikh Hasina said the aim of her politics is to free the country from the curse of poverty. "We have been implementing various programmes to achieve the goal," she said.

As a result of various realistic measures of the government including expansion of social safety net programme, she said, poverty has been reduced to below 26 percent, while over five crore people have been graduated to middle income group from low income group.

Eminent IT expert and PM's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Ambassador- At-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Principal Secretary Shaikh M Wahid-Uz-Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman, Acting US Ambassador to Bangladesh Jon Danilowicz were present, among others.

Later, the Prime Minister distributed cheques for compensation to the publishers whose stalls were gutted and damaged in a fire during the Ekushey Book Fair 2013.

Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad and Director General of Bangla Academy Shamsuzzaman Khan were present.

Naogaon, November 5, 2013

It's AL that took country forward: PM

Urging the people to vote for Awami League once again, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said country's present success stories in different sectors were possible as this party was in power.

"Every sector of the country witnessed development as the Awami League is at the helm of state affairs. Other parties ruled the country for 28 years, but could not take the country forward, as they were busy with making their own fortune," she said.

Awami League could achieve the success, as the party believes in people's welfare and progress, she told a huge public meeting organized by Porsha Upazila unit of Awami League at Porsha College ground here today. 

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League gives people peace and prosperity. Millions of children of poor families are now getting the opportunity of education. Rural people are getting healthcare service on their doorstep. 

Awami League has made the country self-reliant in food production. Purchase capacity of the people was improved during the Awami League regime as income of the people increased, she said.

The Prime Minister said people are now enjoying the benefit of digital technology and cellular phone as Awami League made it available for them breaking the monopoly of BNP beneficiaries.

Awami League initiated giving bank loans to co-sharing farmers with the opportunity of opening bank account with only Taka 10. Awami League government reduced the price of fertilizer three times after taking office in 2009, while BNP shot dead the farmers as they demanded fertilizer, she said. 

Awami League advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, organizing secretary Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury MP, former mayor of Rajshahi AHM Khairuzzaman Chowdhury Liton, Nagaon district council administrator Fazle Rabbi Bakul, Abdul Malek MP and Sadhan Chandra Majumder MP addressed the meeting, among others, while president of the unit Alhaj Tabibur Rahman Shah Chowdhury was in the chair. 

The Prime Minister said BNP snatched peace from everyday life of the people and their sleep in the night. They let loose terrorism across the country giving indulgence to militants and making the whole country into a safe haven of terrorists.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, Naogaon is a memorable place of Bishwa Kobi Rabindranath Tagore. But, the BNP-Jamaat alliance after coming to power made the area a terrain of horror, she said. 

Pointing out the projects taken by her government for development of Naogoan, she said, Awami League believes in development of the country, so, the party works for the people. 

If Awami League can come to power again, it will take steps for resolving the crisis of drinking water, she said adding Porsha Degree College would be nationalized.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP leaders have made their fortune and transferred their ill-gotten money abroad. Foreign intelligence agencies unearthed their malpractice, which was a great shame for the nation. 
The Prime Minister said, people of Bangladesh are now living in peace. Only the BNP leaders are in trouble. They are killing people every day, which carry the sense that they cannot sleep without seeing the death of people, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, her government refurbished the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque. But, BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat Islami in the name of Islam burnt thousands of copies of holy Quran. "How a party workers of which burn the holy Quran can talk of Islam?" she asked. 

Criticizing Begum Zia for her stance against all-party poll- time government, the Prime Minister said, "I called on her to negotiate the current political stalemate in the interest of peace in public life. But, she (Begum Zia) did not respond and opted for killing, vandalism and destruction."

Seeking support of the people to build a prosperous country as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Prime Minister said, Awami League had liberated the country, and the party would be able to bring economic prosperity for the nation.

She said, country's food production and income of people will come down and prices of essentials will shoot up, if BNP comes to power again, multiplying the sufferings of the people.

"We want to build the country with the spirit of the War of Liberation where people of every religion will be able to live in peace and prosperity. So we want your support to finish our tasks," she said.

Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated a bridge on the Atrai River on Amaitara-Agardigun road, Naogaon Textile Vocational Institute, an auditorium-cum community center, district council Dak-bungalow, 50-bed Porsha Upazila Health Complex and Mashidpur Union Parishad Complex. She also laid the foundation stone of upgraded 250-bed Naogaon General Hospital, Battali GC-Chowbaria GC road and the Nochnahar R&H- Somnagar- Barogram-Shibpur GC road and newly built Barinda Senior Fazil Madrasa and some other establishments.

Dhaka, November 4, 2013

Section of press spreading 'sugar coated' false information: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today lamented that a section of the press is spreading 'sugar coated' false information and they are not ready to follow the basic principles of journalism and democracy.

"They even don't obey the constitution. They're out to misguide people by giving false news and indulgence in terrorism and militancy.
Their activities would only encourage the anti- liberation force and their followers," she said. Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the newly constructed eight-storied building of Bangladesh Press Institute (PIB) here today.

Pointing out the current political situation, she said, her government wants to uphold the constitution. In this regard, she urged the journalists to support holding a free, fair and neutral election in the country. 

The Prime Minister said, as many as 5,803 polls at different levels were held during the tenure of the present government, electing around 64,023 representatives. None could raise any allegation of vote rigging or manipulation. Next general election will also be held in the same manner, she added.

Information Minister Hasanul Haque Inu, Rashed Khan Menon, MP, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, chairman of PIB Habibur Rahman Milon attended the function as special guests. Director general of PIB Shah Alamgir gave the welcome address while acting secretary of the Ministry of Information Murtaza Ahmed was in the chair. 

Recalling the speech of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the first annual general meeting of Dhaka Journalists Union (DUJ) on July 16, 1972, the Prime Minister said, "Bangabandhu told that democracy lies on a principle. Journalism has a principle too. We can resolve many problems if we keep it in mind." 

In today's context, the quote of Bangabandhu is still relevant. Democracy might be endangered if responsible persons tell one but different in their action, she said. 

Mentioning the attachment of Bangabandhu with media people, the Prime Minister said, Bangabandhu, if he would not be a politician and pathfinder of the nation, would surely be a journalist. During his student life, Bangabandhu was the country correspondent of the Daily Ittehad published from Kolkata.

After independence, Bangabandhu also involved with publishing the Daily Ittefaq, she said. Bangabandhu was very much friendly to journalists, who were his auxiliary force during his fight against deprivation and exploitation of Pakistani rulers, the Prime Minister said. 

Sheikh Hasina said media is now enjoying highest freedom than ever before. However, misuse of this freedom might bring detriment for the media itself and people of the country, she warned. 

The Prime Minister said, now-a-days, we see 'expertise opinion' on all issues from a section of people. They neither have any responsibility nor accountability to people. But, media should play a role to bring every people under the jurisdiction of accountability for their words and actions. 
Terming the media as one of the important pillars of the state, the Prime Minister said, journalists are the lifeline of media. So their professional excellence is required in country's interests.

For this reason, she said, both the media owners and journalists should follow the principles of objectivity and accuracy. They have to go in the depth of a story and conduct research to find the truth. To provide support to this area, the government has strengthened the Press Information Department (PID), she said. 

Pointing out her party's electoral pledge in 2008 for building a Digital Bangladesh by 2021, the Prime Minister said, her government has guaranteed the full freedom of media and free flow of information.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is more or less a digital country now. Digital facilities were extended to rural areas over the last five years. All media, students, professionals, rural women, farmers, patients and people of every section are enjoying this facility, she said. 

The Prime Minister said online media is now booming in the country while use of social websites is on the rise day by day. But, the digital facilities are also being misused. So social awareness is required to check its abuse, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government after taking office in 2009 has undertaken multifaceted steps for strengthening mass- media. Right to Information (R2I) Act has been passed to ensure the rights of the journalists to get information. 

The Prime Minister said the present government has given permission to 17 satellite televisions. Community Radio has been introduced from which local people are getting benefit. 

The criminal procedure code (CrPC) has been amended introducing the provision of issuing summon against journalists instead of warrant of arrest in defamation case, she said. 

Pointing out her government's initiative for constituting first ever Journalist Assistance Fund along with framing a necessary policy. Now journalists are getting more financial support than before in their need. Journalists are also given assistance from Prime Minister's Relief Fund, she said. 

Eighth Wage Board Award was declared for journalists to raise their salaries and allowances, she said adding the national broadcasting policy is now at final stage incorporating the opinions of all stakeholders.

Blasting the attempts to terrorize the mass-media workers, the Prime Minister said, some political parties in the name of hartal and siege programme are carrying out physical attack on them and their transports. 
Religious fanatic forces are trying to gag mass-media. Some others are unleashing derogative and attacking remarks against media and newspapers which is a serious threat to democracy; she said adding journalists should face the evil force together to continue country's development, democracy and constitutional process. 

The Prime Minister urged PIB to be more dynamic to take projects to prepare module and strategies for journalists' training and carryout research activities.

Journalists should be inspired for publishing objective news and devote them to hold their pens for country's welfare and sustain democracy and spirit of the liberation war.

The Prime Minister said Bangabandhu approved the National Press Institute project in 1974 aimed at flourishing journalism and training of the journalists.

He allocated Taka 15 lakh at that time for construction of dormitory, cafeteria, lecture room and library. But, after August 15, 1975, the military rulers not only suspended the project, but also stopped all ways of freedom of expression.

They mutilated the constitution, snatched away basic rights of the people, controlled newspapers and news personnel through issuing press advices, which continued till last BNP regime, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government first permitted private television channel in the country after taking power in 1996, but BNP, in 2001, cancelled the permission. Awami League government first constituted welfare fund for journalists and took steps for press freedom as stipulated in the article 39 of the constitution. 

The Prime Minister announced constituting a trust fund for welfare of journalists saying the fund will be created with a seed money from the government. Journalists can collect money for this fund from other sources. 
Awami League government laid the foundation stone of the PIB building on February 8, 2000. But, the project made no progress during the five years of BNP and caretaker government. 

The present government refurbished the project creating more facilities in the building and completed the construction at a total cost of Taka 9.54 crore, she said.
Dhaka, November 4, 2013

Govt wants to finalize Qaumi madrasa policy in consultation with all: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government wants to finalize the Qaumi madrasa policy in consultation with all concerned, including Alems, Ulema,Mashayekh and Islamic scholars.
In this regard, she sought constructive recommendations from all concerned regarding the development of Qaumi madrasas and the issue of giving certificates.

"We want to frame Qaumi madrasa policy in consultation with all concerned. We don't want to hurt anybody and create any unrest centering the policy," she said.

The Prime Minister was delivering her introductory speech at a meeting with Alems, Ulema, Mashayekh and the leaders of various Islamic organizations held at her official Gonobhaban residence here this evening.

Listing various steps for preaching and expansion of Islam,Sheikh Hasina said her government has undertaken initiatives to make madrasa education, including Qaumi madrasa education, more time-befitting.

We are modernizing the madrasa education and making it time-befitting so that students could get certificates and jobs after passing from madrasas.

In this context, she mentioned the formation of the Qaumi Madrasa Commission with leading religious leaders and scholars.
The Prime Minister said a central mosque with all modern facilities would be built in every district and upazila headquarters in future if her party is voted to power again.

Sheikh Hasina said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took various initiatives for the welfare of the holy religion Islam.

"Bangabandhu established the Islamic Foundation and Madrasa Education Board, and banned liquor, gambling as well as horse race at Suhrawardy Udyan," she said.

Besides, he allocated land for Biswa Ijtema on the bank of the Turag river and for Kakrail Mosque in Dhaka.

Following in his footsteps, Sheikh Hasina said her government implemented various programmes for preaching and expansion of Islam.

In this regard, she mentioned that all district-level offices of Islamic Foundation have been brought under revenue sector, while religious education has been made mandatory.

Besides, the government has formed a trust for welfare of the country's imams and muezzins, she added.

The government also constructed buildings of 1,000 madrasas for the development of madrasa education, she said, adding more such buildings would be constructed in future.

Terming Islam as a religion of peace, the Prime Minister said the people are performing their respective religions freely in the country now as her government has ensured equal rights of all religions.

Deputy Leader of Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,senior Awami League leaders Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed, Kazi Zafarullah, Syed Ashraful Islam and Dr Hassan Mahmud, PM's Advisors HT Imam, Dr Alauddin Ahmed and Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury were present, among others.

Dhaka, November 3, 2013
PM pays homage to Bangabandhu, four national leaders

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paid homage to the Father of Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and four national leaders today marking the Jail Killing Day.

She paid homage to Bangabandhu by placing wreath at his portrait at Dhanmondi Bangabandhu Museum premises this morning. She paid tributes to the four national leaders by placing floral wreaths at the graves of the leaders at Banani Graveyard.

The four national leaders, key figures of the liberation war in 1971 under the leadership of Bangabandhu, were brutally killed by anti-liberation force in Dhaka central jail on this day in 1975 as part of conspiracy to make new born country leaderless after horrendous assassination of Bangabandhu.

The four great leaders are Acting President of Bangladesh during War of Liberation Syed Nazrul Islam, Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed and ministers Captain M Mansur Ali and AHM Quamaruzzaman.

After paying her tributes to Bangabandhu, the Prime Minister stood for some time in solemn silence as a mark of respect to the architect of independent Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League, placed wreath to Bangabandhu and four national leaders as the party chief.

Deputy Leader of Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, Post and Telecommunication Minister Sahara Khatun, Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Communications Minister Obaidul Qader, Awami League General Secretary and LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam were present. 

Senior leaders of Awami League Amir Hossain Amu, Tofael Ahmed, Mohammad Nasim, Advocate Yosuf Hossain Humayun and Satish Chandra Roy were also present, among others. 

In the Banani graveyard the Prime minister also paid floral wreath at the graves of the martyrs of August 15, 1975. She showered petals of flowers on the graves and offered prayers for eternal peace of the departed souls of the four national leaders and martyrs of August 15.

Dhaka, November 3, 2013

PM for strengthening scout movement to create 'golden son'

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called for strengthening scouts movement in the country to build up next generation with the spirit of honesty, moral values, justice, self- determination and self-dependence.

"Bangabandhu called for creating 'golden son' for building 'Sonar Bangla'. You would be the 'golden sons' of the Bangabandhu," she hoped while addressing Shapla Cub Award- 2012 giving ceremony of Bangladesh Scouts at her Tajgaon office here today.

The Prime Minister said, scouting helps children groom up with the spirit of self-dependence and render service to the people since early age as they practically earn knowledge.

Pointing out the oath of the scouts for doing "as best as we can", the Prime Minister said, her government is also making its efforts 'as best it can' to build Bangladesh as a hunger and poverty free country.

She hoped that scouts would build them up as worthy citizens and be always ready for serving the nation and people during any disaster.

President of Bangladesh Scouts M Abdul Karim, Chief National Commissioner of Bangladesh Scouts Abul Kalam Azad, National Commissioner (programme) Mesbah Uddin spoke, among others, on the occasion.

A total of 259 cub scouts were given award this year for their excellence in scouting activities.

The Prime Minister urged the scouts to make their efforts to 'leave the world somehow better than they have got it' as advised by the founder of the scout movement Baden Powell.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government has been extending all possible support to strengthen the scout movement in the country. "Many projects are being implemented for infrastructure development of the scouts," she said.

Ministry of Primary and Mass Education is implementing cubing expansion project and human resources development project, she said adding cub scout and scout teams were constituted in most of the government and private secondary, primary and equivalent schools.

Congratulating the award recipient cub scouts, the Prime Minister hoped that the award would remain as an inspiration for them and it would inspire other fellows as well.

Sheikh Hasina urged the scouts to engage them more in the activities of tree plantation, sanitation, health education and EPI programme and making people aware for environment protection. 

She said, the government wants to build up next generation with the modern technological education so that they can overcome any future challenge. "In view of this every school is being given computer and facilities for multi-media education," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, the number of total scouts in Bangladesh is around 12 lakh, which is not a bigger figure considering the huge population of the country. With the help of all, she hoped, the number would be increased to 15 lakh by 2015.

Dhaka, November 3, 2013

Door for dialogue remains open: PM

Calling upon the opposition leader again to withdraw the 60-hour hartal, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the door for dialogue with the opposition remains open.

"I would like to tell the opposition leader to call off hartal. The door for discussion remains open. But, after withdrawing hartal, you will have to make a promise that you won't play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said the opposition leader did not respond to her dialogue offer. "She (Khaleda Zia) wants to take the country to the path of destruction and I request her not to break the hearts of the children and close the way of their study and exams," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a mammoth public rally at Suhrawardy Udyan here this afternoon.

Bangladesh Awami League arranged the rally on the occasion of the Jail Killing Day.

Sheikh Hasina urged the leaders and workers of the AL and 14- party as well as the pro-liberation forces to remain alert so that pro-hartal activists could not damage the life and property of the people. 

"Anti-terrorism committees have been formed. I would like to tell the leaders and workers of the AL, 14-party and pro-liberation forces to remain alert so that the life and property of the people could not be damaged in hartal. What she (Khaleda Zia) will do by calling hartal?" she said.

About the earlier threat of the opposition leader that her (Sheikh Hasina) hair will be blown away by their movement, the Prime Minister said she has kept patience by the grace of Almighty Allah. "My hair is still on my head. Rather, the hair of those who wear wig will be blown away," she said.

With Deputy Leader of the House and AL Presidium Member Syed Sajeda Chowdhury in the chair, the rally was addressed, among others, by AL Advisory Council Members Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed and Suranjit Sengupta, Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury and Mohammad Nasim, General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, Joint Secretary Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Organizing Secretaries AFM Bahauddin Nasim and Ahmad Hossain, State Minister for Law Advocate Qamrul Islam, Dhaka City AL President MA Aziz and General Secretary Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya.

Central leaders of associate bodies of Bangladesh Awami League including Jubo League, Sramik League, Krishak League, Sechchhasebak League and Jubo Mohila League also spoke at the rally conducted by AL Publicity Secretary Dr Hasan Mahmud and Deputy Publicity Secretary Ashim Kumar Ukil.

Sheikh Hasina said during the telephone conversation, she requested the opposition leader to come to Ganobhaban and have a dinner. 

The Prime Minister also expressed her firm determination to hold the next election on time and complete the trial of war criminals.

"Whatever hartal BNP and Jamaat call they could not stop the trial of war criminals, and election in Bangladesh will be held on time and in a free, fair and neutral manner," she asserted.

Sheikh Hasina urged the leader of the opposition not to tarnish the image of the country by killing people and hurling bombs through hartal.

"Bangladesh is now a role model on the world stage for its stunning successes in different fields. So don't tarnish the image of the country by killing people and hurling bombs through hartal," she said.

About her proposal on formation of all-party poll-time government, the Prime Minister said she made the proposal so that none could grab power unconstitutionally and the democratic trend could continue.

"Though we have 90 percent seats in current parliament, I have proposed for all-party poll time government to hold elections so that no doubt arises about the upcoming polls," she said.

The Prime Minister said the current Election Commission which was formed through a search committee at the initiatives of late president Zillur Rahman is thoroughly independent.

She said the current EC has conducted 5,777 elections in different tiers through which 64,000 representatives were elected. All the polls were held in a free, fair and neutral manner and no allegation was raised about any of these elections, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said during her telephone conversation, she requested the opposition leader not to celebrate her birthday on August 15, the day she (Sheikh Hasina) lost her parents and brothers including minor Russel.

"I told her (opposition leader) you had visited our house several times and don't you remember minor Russel? Turning down my request, she told me that she would continue to celebrate her birthday on August 15. I think Khaleda Zia has 'mental perversion','' she said. 

Sheikh Hasina also said during the telephonic conversation with the leader of the opposition, she requested her to come to Ganobhaban, have a dinner and discuss how problems could be solved.

"But not keeping my request, she enforced hartal and claimed lives of 20 people by torching vehicles and hurling bombs," she said.

The Prime Minister said Khaleda Zia will have to take responsibility for the killing of 20 people. 

"The opposition leader could not gain anything by calling hartal except killing of 20 people, kicking on the stomach of day-labourers and obstructing the country's development," she said.

Pointing to the demand of the opposition leader for restoration of the caretaker government, the Prime Minister posed a question that how Begum Khaleda Zia forgot the tyrannical rule of the past caretaker government.

"Though the 1/11 was created because of misdeeds of the BNP-Jamaat alliance government, they (caretaker government) did not spare anybody including Khaleda Zia and her two sons," she said.

The Prime Minister said politicians, businessmen, students, teachers -- none could escape the torture and repression of the caretaker government. "Side by side with arresting me, the past caretaker government also arrested Khaleda Zia and expelled her two sons abroad by giving a good beating. So how she forgot their torture and repression?" she questioned.

She also posed a question whether there is any guarantee that incidents won't be repeated if caretaker government assumes office again.

About the trial of war criminals, the Prime Minister said the present government had promised to the people before the last elections to hold the trial of 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity.

"The trial of war criminals has begun and tribunals have started delivering verdicts," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said but the opposition leader does not like the trial of 1971 culprits. "They are enforcing hartal and taking the lives of children from the laps of mothers to protect war criminals" she said.

The Prime Minister said Awami League believes in establishing basic rights of the people. On the other hand, she said, BNP believes in the politics of killing and conspiracies. 

"BNP unleashes a reign of terror and patronizes and protects the killers when it comes to power," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh was turned into a safe haven of terrorists and militants, and synchronized bomb blasts took place at 500 places across the country during the BNP-Jamaat rule.

Quoting a CNN report, the Prime Minister said former ministers and leaders of BNP were involved in the Feb 25-26 BDR carnage.

"It was made clear to all through the report that why our opposition leader had gone into hiding after the massacre at Peelkhana that claimed lives of 57 brilliant army officers," she said.

Paying rich tributes to four national leaders who were assassinated inside the jail on November 3, 1975, Sheikh Hasina said through this brutal killing the values and spirit of the independence were destroyed by the anti-liberation forces.
"After the killing of Bangabandhu and four national leaders, the democracy of the country was strangulated and the war criminals were installed in power," she said.

Pangsha, Rajbari, November 2, 2013

Build resistance against anarchists, terrorists: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the people to put up resistance against those who are unleashing anarchy and terrorism and killing people with bombs.

"BNP and Jamaat are resorting to repression and torture on the people in the name of movement. So, you will have to put up resistance against those who are out to keep people without food by creating anarchy and terrorism and killing them by hurling bombs," she said.
The Prime Minister also warned that her government won't allow anybody to play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League president, said this while addressing a mammoth public rally organized by Rajbari District Awami League at Pangsha University College Ground here this afternoon.

Deputy Leader of the House and Awami League presidium member Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Awami League Advisory Council members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, Minister for Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment Engineer Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain, Railway Minister Mujibul Haque and General Secretaryof Awami League Rajbari district unit Kazi Keramat Ali, MP, also spoke with Rajbari District AL President Zillul Hakim, MP, in the chair.

Earlier, the Prime Minister arrived here to inaugurate and lay the foundation stones of a number of development projects.

Blasting the opposition leader for turning down her (Sheikh Hasina's) proposal for an all-party poll-time government, the Prime Minister said the Election Commission would conduct the next general elections which would be free, fair and neutral.

"Despite that, I proposed formation of an all-party poll-time government to hold the next elections so that no doubt arises about the polls," she said.

"But our opposition leader is not liking the proposal. She wants to enforce hartal, kill people and play with the blood of the people. She does not want development," Sheikh Hasina said.

The Prime Minister once again urged the opposition leader to call off their 60-hour hartal beginning on Monday.

"I would like to request Begum Zia not to enforce hartal during the junior certificate exams beginning on November 4 and primary terminal exams starting on November 20. Let the students sit for exams and study peacefully," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the opposition leader does not want the students to study and pass the exams.

"As she did not pass SSC, she does not want the students to pass the exams. So she always creates impediment and trouble (golmal) during the exams by calling hartal," she said.

Listing various steps for the development of education, the Prime Minister said her government has decided to nationalize a high school and a college in each upazila. 

"We have also taken initiatives for setting up a university in each district to ensure higher education for the students," she said.

The Prime Minister also said the government has formulated a time-befitting education policy and is distributing free textbooks on the first day of the calendar year. 

She said 1.33 lakh female students are being given stipends from the Prime Minister's Education Assistance Trust Fund. "We have nationalized 26,000 primary schools and the jobs of 1.4 lakh teachers," she said.


Terming Awami League as an organization of the masses, Sheikh Hasina said the aim of the party is to serve the people. "We want to build a hunger and poverty-free Bangladesh by 2021," she said.

Sheikh Hasina urged the people to reelect Awami League in the next general election to accomplish the unfinished tasks initiated by her government and complete the trial of war criminals.

"We seek your vote so that we could build Bangladesh as a prosperous and developed country and establish it as a dignified nation on the world stage," she said.

Criticizing the opposition leader for the delay in receiving her phone call, Sheikh Hasina said: "I made several attempts to reach her over telephone. But she said she would not be able to receive phone call as she won't be ready to receive the call until 9 pm," she said.

The Prime Minister said how those who sleep for long time and are unable to receive the phone call until 9 pm will run the country. "The development of the country was not made as they ran it by sleeping," she said.

Referring to the terrorism and corruption committed by the BNP-Jamaat four-party alliance government, Sheikh Hasina said Khaleda Zia herself whitened her black money by paying fine, while her two sons siphoned off money of the farmers, poor people and labourers abroad.

"The graft of her sons was proved in the US Federal Court and we have brought back the money from abroad. The opposition leader was angry (goswa) with me as we brought back the laundered money," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the opposition leader does reverse what she says. "She delivers sermons on message of peace and on religion. "But her party kills innocent people, CNG drivers and rickshaw pullers by burning," she said.

The Prime Minister said the people of the country could now eat by filling their stomach and sleep in peace. "But 'Ashanti Begum' does not like it. So she has started resorting to anarchy and terrorism on the people," she said.

Dhaka, November 1, 2013

Find self-employment instead of depending on others, PM urges youths

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the youths to find out their self employment exploiting the opportunities offered by the government instead of depending on others for job.

"Youths can take initiative for fisheries, poultry and dairy farming, horticulture, cultivation of cash crops, food processing industries and other self employment occupations," she said adding youths can make more money from these professions than they could have earn from a job.

Jubo Unnyan Adhidaptar (Department of Youths),Karmasangsthan Bank, Ansar-VDP Bank and other scheduled banks are giving soft loan to help the youths to find their own job in these sectors, she added.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing the inaugural function of the National Youth Day 2013 at Osmani Memorial Hall here today.

This year 15 youths got the national youth award in different categories. They are : Mizanul Haque Sarkar of Sunamganj, Nurul Arefin (Linkon) of Ameerganj of Kishoreganj,Naznin Parveen of Gopibag, Dhaka, Sabira Sultana of Amalpara of Narayanganj, Masing Nu Marma of Chemi Dalupara of Bandarban, Tamanna Moslem Meera of Alipur of Sadar upazila of Faridpur,Mohiuddin Ahmed of Sonagazi of Feni, Selim Reza of Bagatipara of Natore, Abu Abdullah Al Azad of Devhata of Satkhira, Nazma Parveen Simu of Bogra road of Barisal, Kamran Hossain of Satpur of Moulvibazar, Asmaul Husna of Ramnagar of Dinajpur, Faisal Rahman of Sadar Upazila of Jhalkathi, Jakir Hossain Mohin of Sadar Upazila of Bhola and Irin Begum of Nabadiganta Mohila Sangstha of Jessore.

State minister for youth and sports Ahad Ali Sarkar presided over the function while chairman of the parliamentary standing committee on the ministry of youth and sports Zahid Ahsan Russell and secretary of the ministry Nur Mohammad and director general of the department of youth Asit Kumar Mukutmoni and award recipients Mohiuddin Ahmed and Sabira Sultana spoke, among others.

Urging the youths to engage themselves with productive activities, the Prime Minister said, youths are main force for building a hunger, poverty and illiteracy free secular modern Bangladesh.

She hoped that youths would groom up with high moral values and always follow the spirit of honesty, patriotism and humanity and devote them for building a prosperous nation.

Sheikh Hasina urged all to remain conscious so that none can exploit the youths in political or personal interest or any evil purpose.

Extending her thanks to the youths received National Youth Award 2013, the Prime Minister said, they are earning more than Taka one lakh a month, which is not possible even going abroad.

"Their activities are exemplary to others and I hope that they would continue their work for development of their occupation, imbue other unemployed youths to find their self employment and development of poor rural people," she said.
Recalling the glorious role of youths in the language movement, country's war of liberation and all democratic movements, the Prime Minister said, "Working spirit of the youths can make any impossible tasks possible, and they can bring radical change in the polity, society, and economy."

Youths represent one third of the country's population, she said adding national development is not possible without their active engagement in productive and constructive activities.

The Prime Minister said her government every time when came to power has given priority to development of the youths. "In 1996, the Awami League government has expanded the activities of the department of youths at district and upazila levels,constructing infrastructure facilities and taking various credit and training programmes," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government renovated the youth development training centre in Savar during its previous tenure and introduced training programmes in 50 trades. At that time,the government established Karmasangsthan Bank and started giving collateral free loan up to Taka 50,000 to youths for their self employment.

"In this tenure, the ceiling of the credit now has been raised to Taka one lakh," she said adding the present government has implemented massive programmes for employment and development of youths in 64 districts and 476 upazilas.

The Prime Minister said, the youth department has imparted training to around 40.46 lakh male and female youths on various trades, out of them 19.94 lakh youths could arrange their own jobs, creating employment opportunities for many others.

The present government has so far distributed credit worth about Taka 28,000 crore among youths and around 63,000 youths have got job under national service programme, she said.

Sheikh Hasina expressed her utter disappointment over derailment of a section of youths and their addiction to drugs. However, she said, youths are not solely responsible for this."It's the duty of the parents to keep their children on right path," she said.
"Youths should be given ample idea about our heritage, national history, hundred years' old traditional family ties and moral values," she said adding a conscious youth can never be spoiled.

Dhaka, November 1, 2013

Next polls as per constitution, reiterates PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her firm determination to hold the next elections as per the constitution, saying that her government wants to create a permanent political stability in the country.

"We have reestablished the parliamentary democracy by amending the constitution and we want to hold the next elections by upholding the constitution. We also want power transfer through the constitutional process," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League President, said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the leaders of Jatiya Party (Manju) held at her official residence Ganobhaban here tonight.

The ruling Awami League held the meeting with the JP (Manju) as part of its initiative for holding talks with different political parties about the poll-time government and the next general elections.

JP Chairman Anwar Hossain Monju and General Secretary Sheikh Shahidul Islam led the 12-member delegation at the meeting.

AL Presidium Member and Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, senior AL leaders Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta, Matia Chowdhury, Dr Gowher Rizvi, Dr Alauddin Ahmed, Nooh-ul-Alam Lenin, Syed Ashraful Islam and Mahbub-ul-Alam Hanif were, among others, present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister said her government amended the constitution to stop the politics of killing, coup and conspiracy forever and none can grab power unconstitutionally.

"During the amendment of constitution, we considered that none can become a president all on a sudden by saying 'Assalamualikum' on television. We also gave attention during the amendment that there not remains any loophole that outside of the elected representatives, any person cannot run the country," she said.

Noting that the country hasn't witnessed peaceful power transfer after 1975 except in 2001, the Awami League chief said her party wants that no unconstitutional force could grab power in future in the country. 

"We want that Bangladesh would be run constitutionally. We want to start at least the process of changeover of power in Bangladesh through constitutional process," she said.
The Prime Minister cited that some 5,777 elections in different tiers were held during the tenure of the present government and no allegation was raised against any of these elections.

"We've introduced voter ID cards with photographs, transparent ballot boxes, we've also accepted the peoples mandate and gave importance to their voting rights," she said.

Blasting the atrocities unleashed on the cross section of people by the previous BNP-Jamaat government and the successive army-backed caretaker government, Sheikh Hasina said that the constitutional process should have to start from a certain point to leave a better country for the future generation.

"We want to make arrangements a system for the future and young generation so that they do not suffer or feel pain like us and they can move with a system," she said, adding: "That is why we want to hold a free, fair and neutral election as per the constitution.

Criticizing again the opposition leader for not withdrawing the 60-hour hartal following her phone call, the Prime Minister said that Khaleda Zia could do nothing during this hartal except claiming lives of 20 people, bombing and causing sufferings to the common people.

"During the telephonic conservation, I got hot shouts (Jhari) from her ...She (Khaleda) did not kept my request of calling off hartal," she said.

Referring to the opposition leader's claim of terming the government illegal after October 25, 2013, Sheikh Hasina said that as per the constitution, the head of the government would stay in his or her place until the next successor comes.

She also reiterated her stance of forming an all-party poll-time government comprising representatives of the parties having representation in current parliament.

Dhaka, November 1, 2013

Find self-employment instead of depending on others, PM urges youths 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the youths to find out their self employment exploiting the opportunities offered by the government instead of depending on others for job.

"Youths can take initiative for fisheries, poultry and dairy farming, horticulture, cultivation of cash crops, food processing industries and other self employment occupations," she said adding youths can make more money from these professions than they could have earn from a job.

Jubo Unnyan Adhidaptar (Department of Youths), Karmasangsthan Bank, Ansar-VDP Bank and other scheduled banks are giving soft loan to help the youths to find their own job in these sectors, she added. 

The Prime Minister said this while addressing the inaugural function of the National Youth Day 2013 at Osmani Memorial Hall here today.

This year 15 youths got the national youth award in different categories. They are : Mizanul Haque Sarkar of Sunamganj, Nurul Arefin (Linkon) of Ameerganj of Kishoreganj, Naznin Parveen of Gopibag, Dhaka, Sabira Sultana of Amalpara of Narayanganj, Masing Nu Marma of Chemi Dalupara of Bandarban, Tamanna Moslem Meera of Alipur of Sadar upazila of Faridpur, Mohiuddin Ahmed of Sonagazi of Feni, Selim Reza of Bagatipara of Natore, Abu Abdullah Al Azad of Devhata of Satkhira, Nazma Parveen Simu of Bogra road of Barisal, Kamran Hossain of Satpur of Moulvibazar, Asmaul Husna of Ramnagar of Dinajpur, Faisal Rahman of Sadar Upazila of Jhalkathi, Jakir Hossain Mohin of Sadar Upazila of Bhola and Irin Begum of Nabadiganta Mohila Sangstha of Jessore.

State minister for youth and sports Ahad Ali Sarkar presided over the function while chairman of the parliamentary standing committee on the ministry of youth and sports Zahid Ahsan Russell and secretary of the ministry Nur Mohammad and director general of the department of youth Asit Kumar Mukutmoni and award recipients Mohiuddin Ahmed and Sabira Sultana spoke, among others.

Urging the youths to engage themselves with productive activities, the Prime Minister said, youths are main force for building a hunger, poverty and illiteracy free secular modern Bangladesh. 

She hoped that youths would groom up with high moral values and always follow the spirit of honesty, patriotism and humanity and devote them for building a prosperous nation.

Sheikh Hasina urged all to remain conscious so that none can exploit the youths in political or personal interest or any evil purpose. 

Extending her thanks to the youths received National Youth Award 2013, the Prime Minister said, they are earning more than Taka one lakh a month, which is not possible even going abroad. 

"Their activities are exemplary to others and I hope that they would continue their work for development of their occupation, imbue other unemployed youths to find their self employment and development of poor rural people," she said.

Recalling the glorious role of youths in the language movement, country's war of liberation and all democratic movements, the Prime Minister said, "Working spirit of the youths can make any impossible tasks possible, and they can bring radical change in the polity, society, and economy." 
Youths represent one third of the country's population, she said adding national development is not possible without their active engagement in productive and constructive activities.

The Prime Minister said her government every time when came to power has given priority to development of the youths. "In 1996, the Awami League government has expanded the activities of the department of youths at district and upazila levels, constructing infrastructure facilities and taking various credit and training programmes," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government renovated the youth development training centre in Savar during its previous tenure and introduced training programmes in 50 trades. At that time, the government established Karmasangsthan Bank and started giving collateral free loan up to Taka 50,000 to youths for their self employment.

"In this tenure, the ceiling of the credit now has been raised to Taka one lakh," she said adding the present government has implemented massive programmes for employment and development of youths in 64 districts and 476 upazilas.

The Prime Minister said, the youth department has imparted training to around 40.46 lakh male and female youths on various trades, out of them 19.94 lakh youths could arrange their own jobs, creating employment opportunities for many others.

The present government has so far distributed credit worth about Taka 28,000 crore among youths and around 63,000 youths have got job under national service programme, she said.

Sheikh Hasina expressed her utter disappointment over derailment of a section of youths and their addiction to drugs. However, she said, youths are not solely responsible for this. "It's the duty of the parents to keep their children on right path," she said. 

"Youths should be given ample idea about our heritage, national history, hundred years' old traditional family ties and moral values," she said adding a conscious youth can never be spoiled.
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